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CHAPTER 1

JOBS AND SIDE JOBS







PLANE FULL OF PLUMBERS FORCED TO LAND BECAUSE OF TOILET PROBLEMS
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A Norwegian Air Shuttle flight was forced to return to Oslo because of toilet problems, even though there were more than eighty plumbers on the flight!

Just minutes after take-off, the flight to a trade event in Munich, Germany was abandoned when a crew member noticed a problem with the toilets. The announcement was met with laughter, with one passenger (a plumbing company CEO) later stating that the plumbers would have liked to fix the restrooms, but it had to be done from the outside and they didn’t want to risk sending a plumber to work at over 30,000 feet! Following the announcement, the plane had to circle in the air until it was light enough to land. Thankfully, nobody needed to use the bathroom during this time!







COP CHASES HIMSELF FOR 20 MINUTES
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An undercover police officer chased himself for twenty minutes after a CCTV operator mistook him for a suspect “acting suspiciously.”

The junior officer from Sussex Police was on patrol when he received information about the “suspect” from a CCTV operator, who proceeded to direct the officer’s pursuit. As the officer and suspect were the same man, they were constantly running in and out of alleyways at the same time. Despite the near-misses, the officer was reassured by the operator that he was “hot on the heels” of the suspect. The mistake was identified twenty minutes later when a sergeant passed by the CCTV control room and recognized the officer. Details of the blunder were leaked to Police magazine, but naturally, Sussex police did not provide any further information.







DUDE, WHERE’S MY BICYCLE?
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A Belgian Minister who rode his bicycle to a conference to promote cycling found out it was stolen in the half hour that he was away!

In his role as minister for mobility for Flanders, Ben Weyts discussed a plan to invest over $3.5 million dollars into bicycle lanes until 2019. The proposal was part of a plan to promote alternative modes of transport, given that Belgium has some of the worst road congestion in Europe. According to a spokesperson for the Minister, the bike was locked in a rack at the station, but it was not there when they returned. Ben had to arrange for his driver to pick him up from the station. It was hoped that security footage would help to locate the thief.







MAN SOLD HIS HOME AND SLEPT AT WORK
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A Rhode Island city employee sold his house, so he did what anyone else would have done—he set up a makeshift bedroom at work, complete with a bed, nightstand, and coffee maker!

It’s reported that the bedroom was located on the second floor of the Cranston Highway Department building. A photo of the bedroom showed pajamas on the bed and a pair of slippers on the floor. City Administration Director Robert Coupe made little comment on this matter, other than to confirm that the unnamed employee had been disciplined. This is a classic case of sleeping on the job vs. sleeping AT the job!







EL “FUNCIONARIO FANTASMA”
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A Spanish man who hadn’t turned up to work for six years was caught when his boss tried to present him with an award for twenty years of service!

Joaquin Garcia’s job was to supervise the construction of a waste water treatment plant. His boss thought he was being supervised by local authorities, while the Deputy Mayor believed Garcia’s boss supervised him daily. Everything unraveled when his boss tried to give him a plaque for twenty years’ service. It was reported that Garcia claimed he went into the office, but those close to him said he dedicated his time to reading philosophy. The Spanish media dubbed Garcia el “funcionario fantasma” (i.e. “the Phantom Official”). Garcia was fined around $35,000, a little less than his gross $45,000 annual salary.







DJ PLAYED WHAM’S “LAST CHRISTMAS” TWENTY-FOUR TIMES IN A ROW
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An Austrian DJ locked himself in his studio and played Wham’s “Last Christmas” on repeat twenty-four times in an ordeal that lasted nearly two hours.

Joe Kohlhofer from radio station Antennae Carinthia refused to let other staff in the studio and told his co-host he would be doing the morning show on his own. Joe told his listeners that he felt people were not getting sufficiently into the Christmas spirit and that he planned to rectify that by playing “Last Christmas” for his entire two-hour slot. Joe received numerous calls to end the pain caused by the 1984 hit, but only yielded when his four-year-old daughter called and asked him to stop. The station says the stunt was not sanctioned and that Joe would be disciplined.
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