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Introduction 

We live in a world where a lot of things go on at a very fast pace. Even language acquisition is often approached in a hurry. Well, if you’re one of those people who need to learn some German quickly, this is the book for you. It doesn’t matter if your goal for your new language is travel or business or just a personal interest in German. What’s important is that you have the desire to learn, because that kind of attitude breeds success.

You’ll find that the concepts contained in this book are presented in simple and clear language. Grammatical and linguistic terms are kept to a minimum and are fully explained when needed. You’ll be briefed on the German alphabet and the sounds that are identical to English and the ones that are different. You’ll be made aware of basic spelling rules, which in German are not complicated, because the language is—for the most part—written as it is pronounced.

Since German and English are brother and sister languages, you’ll find many similarities between them, which is a distinct advantage when learning a new language. You probably don’t even need the English translation to know what the following words mean.



[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] finden (find) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Auto (auto) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] braun (brown) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] mein (mine) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] singen (sing) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Winter (winter) 



This doesn’t mean that you’ll breeze through everything though. It’s just that the similarity between German and English make the learning process a little smoother and far less frustrating.

If you apply yourself and take the book seriously, you’ll end up with the basics for spoken and written communication. The vocabulary you’ll encounter are the essentials you need for travel, dining, shopping, and getting by in an urban setting in Germany. You’ll have enough skill with the tenses to make sense when you talk about things that happened yesterday or things that will go on today and tomorrow. In general, you’ll know enough German to form the basis that will allow you to communicate as an educated foreigner and that will be the first building block for further German study.

Viel Spaß! Have fun!


01 / Beginning German 

Learn Your ABCs and How to Pronounce Them 

The German alphabet (das Alphabet) is made up of the same letters that make up our English alphabet, with one exception. German has one letter that we do not have in English. It is called an “ess-tset” and is often mistaken for a capital “B.” It looks like this (ß) and is pronounced like a double “s” (ESS). It takes the place of ss after long vowels or diphthongs. Note these examples: heißen, groß, draußen. The following table shows the pronunciation of the German alphabet. The new orthography has changed the rules for using ß.

[image: 1]  Das Alphabet 








	Letter 
	Pronunciation



	A a 

	ah




	Ä ä 

	ah Umlaut




	B b 

	bay




	C c 

	tsay




	D d 

	day




	E e 

	ay




	F f 

	eff




	G g 

	gay




	H h 

	ha




	I i 

	ee 




	J j 

	yawt




	K k 

	kah




	L l 

	ell




	M m 

	em




	N n 

	en




	O o 

	oh




	Ö ö 

	oh Umlaut




	P p 

	pay




	Q q 

	koo




	R r 

	air




	S s 

	ess




	T t 

	tay




	U u 

	oo




	Ü ü 

	oo Umlaut




	V v 

	fow




	W w 

	vay




	X x 

	ix




	Y y 

	ypsilon




	Z z 

	tset






Sounds: Vowels, Consonants, and Combinations 

The descriptions that follow can serve as your guide as you practice forming German sounds. The English phonetics will be shown with the stressed syllable in capital letters, for example, Vater (FAH-tuh), and enclosed in parentheses.

Vowels 

Hearing the sounds pronounced by a native will be helpful. Also you should be aware that when English phonetics are provided, there is no precise way to indicate the pronunciation of Ö ö and Ü ü. The phonetics will show their sounds as er (in bold letters) and ue (in bold letters) respectively.

An Umlaut is the two dots that sometimes appear over the letters “a,” “o,” and “u.” They occur with no other letters. As you’ll see in the next table, the Umlaut changes the pronunciation of the vowel sound slightly.

[image: 1]  Pronouncing the Vowel Sounds 

[image: 9781598695496_0010_001]

Long and Short Vowels 

Just as in English, there is a slight difference between long and short vowels in German. The words “long” and “short” are an accurate description of the difference between the sounds in German. Long vowels are drawn out more when pronounced. They tend to precede a single consonant. Short vowels usually precede a double consonant and are pronounced more quickly.

[image: 1]  Long Vowel Sounds Before a Single Consonant 

[image: 9781598695496_0011_001]

[image: 1]  Short Vowel Sounds Before a Double Consonant 

[image: 9781598695496_0011_002]

You must look at the form of a word to determine whether the phonetic spelling “oo” is long or short: Mutter (MOO-tuh) (short “oo” because it precedes a double consonant) or tun (TOON) (long “oo” because it precedes a single consonant).

Pronouncing the Consonants 

German consonants are pronounced fairly close to how they are pronounced in English. The next table will show you how to pronounce the consonants in German words.

[image: 1]  Pronouncing the Consonants 

[image: 9781598695496_0012_001]

There are a few things you have to look out for with certain consonants, besides what’s given in the table above. Sometimes the consonants change sound, depending on their placement in a word, as you can already see from the pronunciation for the letter “s.” Here are a few more rules you’ll need to know about pronunciation.

When the letter “b” appears at the end of a word or prefix, it is pronounced like a “p.”

[image: 1]  Sounding the Letter “B” at the End of a Word or Prefix 









	German 
	Pronunciation 
	English 



	grob 
	GROP 

	rude




	starb 
	SHTAHRP 

	died




	ablehnen 
	AHP-lay-nen 

	to reject




	absagen 
	AHP-zah-gen 

	to cancel 






When the letter “d” appears at the end of a word, it is pronounced like a “t.”

[image: 1]  Sounding the Letter “D” at the End of a Word or Prefix 









	German 
	Pronunciation 
	English 



	Deutschland 
	DOITCH-lunt 

	Germany




	Freund 
	FROINT 

	friend




	Kind 
	KINT 

	child




	Gold 
	GAWLT 

	gold




	Geld 
	GELT 

	money




	Bild 
	BILLT 

	picture






When the letter “g” appears at the end of a word or prefix, it is pronounced like a “k.”

[image: 1]  Sounding the Letter “G” at the End of a Word or Prefix 









	German 
	Pronunciation 
	English 



	Weg 
	VAYK 

	path




	lag 
	LAHK 

	lay




	trug 
	TROOK 

	wore




	weglaufen 
	VEHK-low-fen 

	to run away






Letter Combinations 

German pronunciation is also affected by groups of letters. Certain combinations of letters have their own sounds that you must be aware of. When two vowels in the same syllable form one speech sound, it is called a diphthong.

[image: 1]  Pronouncing Combined Letters and Diphthongs 

[image: 9781598695496_0014_001]



Many words in German have an “h” directly following a vowel. That “h” is most often silent. For example, gehen (to go) is not GAY-hen. It is pronounced GAY-en.

It is also to be noted that the German –ch resembles the guttural Scottish –ch.

[image: 1]  Pronouncing Words with an “H” Following a Vowel 









	German 
	Pronunciation 
	English



	fliehen 
	FLEE-en 

	to flee




	glühen 
	GLUE-en 

	to make red hot




	sehen 
	ZAY-en 

	to see




	stehen 
	SHTAY-en 

	to stand






There is also no English equivalent for German ch (guttural like Scottish ch). It will be shown phonetically as ch (in bold letters) and should not be confused with the English version of that letter combination.

Numbers and Counting 

Knowing how to use numbers in German is important. You may have already heard people counting in German, and now it’s your turn to take a crack at German numbers. The first thing you’ll want to learn is counting to ten.

[image: 1]  Numbers 0–10 









	Arabic Numeral 
	German Number 
	Pronunciation 



	0 

	null 
	NOOL




	1 

	eins 
	AYNTZ




	2 

	zwei 
	TSVY




	3 

	drei 
	DRY




	4 

	vier 
	FEAR




	5 

	fünf 
	FUENF




	6 

	sechs 
	ZEX




	7 

	sieben 
	ZEE-ben




	8 

	acht 
	AHCHT




	9 

	neun 
	NOIN




	10 

	zehn 
	TSAYN






You use eins as “one” only when counting or when the number stands alone. Once it stands in front of a noun, the –s is dropped and it is treated just like ein and eine, the indefinite articles. Therefore, ein Mann can mean either “a man” or “one man.”

Look at some sentences that use the numbers 1–10.



[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Hier wohnen zwei Amerikaner. (Two Americans live here.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Der alte Mann hat zehn Wagen. (The old man has ten cars.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Sechs Schüler fahren mit dem Bus zur Schule. (Six pupils take the bus to school.)



The Next Ten 

The next ten numbers are just as simple to use as the first ten. You’ll see that 13–19 use a combination of zehn (10) and one of the numbers you just learned.

[image: 1]  Numbers 11–20 









	Arabic Numeral 
	German Number 
	Pronunciation



	11 

	elf 
	ELF




	12 

	zwölf 
	TSVERLF




	13 

	dreizehn 
	DRY-tsayn




	14 

	vierzehn 
	FEAR-tsayn




	15 

	fünfzehn 
	FUENF-tsayn




	16 

	sechzehn 
	ZEX-tsayn




	17 

	siebzehn 
	ZEEP-tsayn




	18 

	achtzehn 
	AHCHT-tsayn




	19 

	neunzehn 
	NOIN-tsayn




	20 

	zwanzig 
	TSVAHN-tsik






When asking the question “how much,” you say wie viel (vee-FEEL).



[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Wie viel ist zwei plus zwei? (How much is two plus two?)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Wie viel ist sechs und zwei? (How much is six and two?)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Wie viel ist neun weniger drei? (How much is nine minus three?)

The Rest of the Numbers 

The numbers from one to twenty are the basis for learning the rest of the numbers in German. To make that process easier, keep in mind a line from a children’s rhyme: “Four-and-twenty blackbirds baked in a pie.” As you learn the numbers above twenty, you’ll see why this rhyme is fitting for putting together numbers in German. First let’s look at the numbers for counting by tens to a hundred.

[image: 1]  Counting by Tens 









	Arabic Numeral 
	German Number 
	Pronunciation



	10 

	zehn 
	TSAYN




	20 

	zwanzig 
	TSVAHN-tsik




	30 

	dreißig 
	DRY-sik




	40 

	vierzig 
	FEAR-tsik




	50 

	fünfzig 
	FUENF-tsik




	60 

	sechzig 
	ZEK-tsik




	70 

	siebzig 
	ZEEP-tsik




	80 

	achtzig 
	AHCH-tsik




	90 

	neunzig 
	NOIN-tsik




	100 

	hundert 
	HOON-duhrt






Just as happened in the teens, sechzig has dropped the letter –s from sechs, and in siebzig the syllable –en has been omitted from sieben.

The hundreds are even easier to form. Note that with the hundreds, the forms of sechs and sieben do NOT drop any letters.

[image: 1]  The Hundreds 








	Arabic Numeral 
	German Number



	100 

	hundert 



	200 

	zweihundert



	300 

	dreihundert



	400 

	vierhundert



	500 

	fünfhundert



	600 

	sechshundert



	700 

	siebenhundert



	800 

	achthundert



	900 

	neunhundert



	1,000 

	tausend





The same pattern follows in the thousands: zweitausend, zehntausend, and so on.

Here’s where the blackbirds come in: With twenty through ninety, the numbers one through nine are placed before the rest of the number and connected by und:

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] einundzwanzig (21, literally “one-and-twenty”)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] zweiundzwanzig (22) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] vierunddreißig (34) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] fünfundfünfzig (55) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] sechsundsiebzig (76) 

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] siebenundneunzig (97) 



When using eins, don’t forget to drop the –s in this formation of numbers: einundvierzig, einundachtzig.

The larger numbers in German are almost identical to English. (But be on guard: There’s a notable exception to watch for.) And these larger numbers are capitalized. The other numbers are not.

[image: 1]  Numbers for Billionaires 









	English Number 
	German Number 
	Example 



	million 

	eine Million mee-lee-OHN 

	zehn Millionen Dollar 



	billion 

	eine Milliarde mee-lee-AHR-deh 

	drei Milliarden EUR 



	trillion 

	eine Billion bee-lee-OHN 

	sechs Billionen Pesos 





Careful! If you’re a billionaire, you have to be aware of how German and English differ when it comes to billions and trillions. Take another look at the table above and check out the meaning of Milliarde and Billion.

German in English, English in German 

German and English share many words in common. These are called cognates and are found in most European languages. Here are just a few German words you will recognize immediately.

[image: 1]  Words You’ll Recognize 








	German 
	Pronunciation 



	abstraktiv 
	ahb-strahk-TEEF




	die Adresse 
	DEE ah-DRESS-eh




	aktiv 
	ahk-TEEF




	der Artist 
	DAIR ahr-TEEST




	das Auto 
	DUSS OW-toh




	das Baby 
	DUSS BAY-bee




	der Boss 
	DAIR BAWSS




	die Chance 
	DEE SHAWN-tseh




	der Club 
	DAIR KLOOP




	der Computer 
	DAIR kawm-PYOO-tuh




	cool 
	KOOL




	der Dealer 
	DAIR DEE-leh




	der Diplomat 
	DAIR dee-ploh-MAHT




	fair 
	FARE




	der Film 
	DAIR FILM




	das Hotel 
	DUSS hoh-TELL




	der Job 
	DAIR JAWP




	das Land 
	DUSS LUNT




	der Manager 
	DAIR MEH-neh-juh




	der Name 
	DAIR NAH-meh




	national 
	nah-tsee-oh-NAHL




	negativ 
	nay-guh-TEEF




	offensiv 
	aw-fen-SEEF




	der Optimist 
	DAIR ohp-tee-MEEST




	der Pessimist 
	DAIR pess-ee-MEEST




	die Physik 
	DEE fueh-ZEEK




	der Pilot 
	DAIR pee-LOHT




	plus 
	PLOOS




	positiv 
	poh-zee-TEEF




	das Problem 
	DUSS proh-BLAME




	der Professor 
	DAIR pro-FESS-uh




	relativ 
	ray-luh-TEEF




	das Restaurant 
	DUSS ress-taw-RONG




	das Shopping 
	DUSS SHAW-peeng




	die Specials 
	DEE SPEH-shulls




	das System
	DUSS zuess-TAME




	der Terrorist 
	DAIR tare-ohr-REEST




	die Tradition 
	DEE trah-dee-tsee-OWN 






Cognates in Context 

There are so many shortcuts to learning new German words. Following are a few sentences using some words that will probably look familiar to you. Don’t worry about understanding the sentence structure yet—this will get you used to looking at written German. Can you pick out the meanings of any of the words used?



[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Andreas gewinnt einen Preis. (Andreas wins a prize.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Meine Familie ist sehr klein. (My family is very little.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Petra spielt Gitarre. (Petra plays guitar.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Wir lieben die Natur. (We love nature.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Morgen gehen wir in die Oper. (Tomorrow we’re going to the opera.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Das ist perfekt! (That’s perfect!)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Das ist eine dumme Theorie! (That’s a dumb theory!)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Er braucht Salz und Pfeffer. (He needs salt and pepper.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Deine Schwester ist sehr attraktiv. (Your sister is very attractive.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Warum bist du so nervös? (Why are you so nervous?)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Ich trinke keinen Kaffee. (I don’t drink coffee.)

[image: Il_9781598695496_0007_001] Jazz ist sehr populär. (Jazz is very popular.)

Speak! Speak! Speak!

No language—not German, not English, not Japanese —evolved from a written form. Writing came later. Speech came first. Language is first and foremost a spoken form. And to know German well, you have to be able to speak it. Translating words in your mind isn’t good enough. You have to pronounce words and phrases and sentences out loud in order to learn German speech. Here’s the basic rule, and it’s quite simple: In order to learn to speak German, you have to practice speaking German.

It’s like playing the piano. Let’s say you want to be a pianist. So you get some sheet music and begin studying it. You look at all the notes and memorize what they’re called: do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do. You study the phrasing and key signatures. But you don’t touch a single key on the piano. After six months of study, when you finally lay your hands on the keyboard, you will still not be a pianist. Because it doesn’t work that way.

And that’s true with language acquisition as well. In order to learn to speak German, you have to practice speaking German. Follow that rule, and in time you will be speaking German with ease.


02 / Building Your Vocabulary 

Names and Titles 

Just like English speakers, Germans address one another with first names on an informal basis and with a title and last name on a formal basis. The list of first and last names that follows contains many names already familiar to you.








	Andreas (ahn-DRAY-us) 

	Bauer (BOW-uh)




	Brandt (BRAHNT) 

	Brenner (BRENN-uh)




	Gerhardt (GAIR-hart) 

	Gretchen (GRATE-chen)




	Hans (HAHNS) 

	Herbert (HAIR-bayrt)




	Müller (MUEL-luh) 

	Schmidt (SHMITT)






German has shortened first names or nicknames just as English does. In America, Robert can be called Bob, and John can be called Jack. Susie is just the shortened version of Susanne.

In Germany, the same thing happens. Johann is known to his friends as Hans. Margarethe is Gretchen or Gretel. Eduard becomes Edu. Geli comes from Angelika. And sometimes a double first name borrows a syllable from each name to form a nickname: Lieselotte becomes Lilo.

You should be aware of such shortened names or nicknames, but don’t try using them until you have more experience with the language. Although the English name Richard is also the German name Richard, you cannot refer to Richard as Dick. The German word dick means “fat”!

When using a last name, you should use the appropriate title of the person to whom you are speaking.

[image: 1]  Titles in German Names 









	German 
	Pronunciation 
	English Equivalent 



	Herr 
	HAIR 

	mister




	Frau 
	FROW 

	Ms.




	Doktor 
	DAWK-tuh 

	(academic) doctor




	Professor 
	proh-FESS-uh 

	professor






Germany went through something of a women’s liberation movement about the same time the United States did. There were various outcomes of that movement, and one of them was a significant change in the language.

That change turned the word Fräulein into a taboo word. It’s a diminutive form of Frau that actually means “little lady” or “little woman.” It once was used as the title “Miss” to address a young or unmarried woman. Just as our word “Miss” has fallen out of grace, so, too, has the word Fräulein become a cultural no-no.
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