

 
 


        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    

THE
EVERYTHING®
DOG BOOK
2nd Edition

Choose, raise, and train 
your perfect canine companion








Carlo De Vito
with Amy Ammen



[image: logo]






Copyright © 2008, 1999 Simon and Schuster. 
All rights reserved. 
This book, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced 
in any form without permission from the publisher; exceptions 
are made for brief excerpts used in published reviews.

An Everything® Series Book.
Everything® and everything.com® are registered trademarks of F+W Publications, Inc.

Published by Adams Media, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
57 Littlefield Street, Avon, MA 02322 U.S.A.
www.adamsmedia.com


ISBN 10: 1-59869-591-6
ISBN 13: 978-1-59869-591-5
eISBN 13: 978-1-44051-248-3
Printed in the United States of America.

J I H G F E D C B A

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
is available from the publisher.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional advice. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought.

  — From a Declaration of Principles jointly adopted by a Committee of the 
American Bar Association and a Committee of Publishers and Associations

Photographs copyright © 2008, by Mary Bloom.

This book is available at quantity discounts for bulk purchases. 
For information, please call 1-800-289-0963.








THE EVERYTHING® Dog Book

Dear Reader,

Whether you are a first-time or long-time dog owner, with a canine addition, to the family you are in for some of the most special moments of your life. In our opinion, a family is not a family without a dog (or several!). To help you maximize your relationship with your dog, which includes all aspects of his care, we have written The Everything® Dog Book, now updated and revised in a Second Edition. In it you'll find answers to some of the most confounding issues you'll face — training challenges, nutrition, basic health care, even behavior problems — all explained in ways to put you and your canine companion at ease and on track to enjoy many satisfying years together.

We get excited just thinking about our dogs waiting for us at home — their happy welcomes when we walk through the door, the “gifts” they bring us to let us know we're loved, the softness of their heads when we pet them, the delight they take in their walks and playtime — so many special moments in each and ever y day. We hope this book helps you find the same joys in your life with your dog(s) and that your years together are the best ever.

Time for a treat!
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Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

You can choose to read an Everything
® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-questions, e-facts, e-alerts, e-ssentials. We give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

We now have more than 400 Everything
® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you're done reading them all, you can finally say you know Everything
®!
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Answers to common questions


[image: illustration]


Important snippets of information
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Urgent warnings


[image: illustration]


Quick handy tips


DIRECTOR OF INNOVATION Paula Munier


EXECUTIVE EDITOR, SERIES BOOKS Brielle K. Matson


MANAGING EDITOR, EVERYTHING SERIES Lisa Laing


ASSOCIATE COPY CHIEF Sheila Zwiebel


ACQUISITIONS EDITOR Kerry Smith


DEVELOPMENT EDITOR Elizabeth Kassab


PRODUCTION EDITOR Casey Ebert

Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com









To my wife, Dominique, and my sons, Dylan and Dawson. And to Chief, Cinderella, Sadie, Lulu, Exley, Chelsea, Bentley, Storm, Cheri, Pepi, Red, Benji, Max, Burton, Timothy, and Jo. They have all taught me a great deal about dogs, and even more about being a better human being.






Contents



Top Ten Components of a Happy, Healthy Dog







Introduction







1 Dogs and Where They Came From






Joining Forces with Humans



The Roles of Ancient Dogs



Dogs in the Middle Ages and Renaissance



The Victorian Era



Dogs and Their Distinguished American Owners



Dogs in Our Lives Today




2 Choosing a Dog






Not Just Unconditional Love



The Right Dog for You



Looking at Lifestyle



Puppy or Adult



Purebred or Mixed Breed



Finding Your Dog




3 Exploring Different Breeds of Dogs






Going to Dog Shows



Categorizing Breeds



Sporting Dogs



Hounds



Working Breeds



Terriers



Toys



Non-Sporting Dogs



Herding Breeds



There's More!




4 Preparing for Your Dog






Preparing Your Family



Preparing Your Home



Preparing Your Yard



Leashes, Collars, and Identification



Bowls, Beds, Crates, and Toys



Finding a Veterinarian




5 Feeding Your Dog






Understanding Dog Food



Necessary Nutrients



Feeding a Commercial Diet



Feeding an Alternate Diet



Supplementing Your Dog's Diet



When and How Much to Feed Your Dog



Feeding for Different Life Stages



Feeding Treats and Bones




6 Exercising Your Dog






Why Exercise Is So Important



How Often and How Much to Exercise



Obeying Rules of Common Courtesy While Out and About



Letting Your Dog Off Lead



Hip, Hip, Hooray — Exercise Is Play!




7 Housetraining Your Dog






The 7 Essentials for Housetraining



Using a Crate



Umbilical Cording



The Importance of Schedules



How to Handle Messes



Paper Training




8 Grooming Your Dog






Elemental Grooming



Brushing Your Dog



Bathing Your Dog



Ear and Eye Care



Clipping Toenails



When to Use a Professional Groomer




9 Socializing Your Dog






Why Socialization Is So Important



How and Where to Socialize



Supporting Your Dog's Socialization



Socializing as Your Dog Grows Up



Unsocialized Older Dogs



Socialization Dos and Don'ts




10 Basic Training






Training for Good Manners



What You'll Need to Get Started



Using Treats to Train



12 Ingredients to Teach Any Command



Basic Skills: Sneakaways



Teaching “Sit” and “Sit-Stay”



Teaching “Down”



Teaching “Come”




11 Common Behavior and Training Problems






A Holistic Perspective



Problem Prevention Strategies and Steps



Naughty or Nasty Behaviors



Bad Behavior: Aggression



Anxious Behaviors




12 Advanced Training






Teaching “Heel”



Enforcing Household Obedience



Manners: Wait, Off, Quiet, and Drop It



Using Hand Signals or Whistle Commands



Tricks as Fun Ways to Train




13 Other Things to Do with Your Dog






The Canine Good Citizen® Test



Agility



Obedience Competitions



Conformation (Dog Shows)



Specialized Sports



Other AKC Activities



Therapy and Other Neat Stuff




14 Traveling with Your Dog






The Go-Everywhere Dog



Finding Dog-Friendly Lodgings



At Your Destination



Airline and Other Travel



Help for the Anxious Traveler




15 Your Dog and the Law






Securing Insurance



If Your Dog's a Nuisance



Your Dog and Your Will



Your Dog and Divorce




16 Your Dog's Health






Basic Preventive Care



Common Problems of the Skin



Common Problems of the Eyes, Ears, and Mouth



Common Problems of the Digestive System



Common Problems of the Respiratory System



Common Problems of the Circulatory and Nervous Systems



Common Problems of the Musculoskeletal System



Common Problems of the Urinary and Reproductive Systems




17 Vaccines and First Aid






Puppy Shots



The Diseases Vaccines Protect Against



Vaccinating as Your Dog Gets Older



First Aid and Handling an Emergency




18 Keeping Your Dog Pest-Free






Dealing with Fleas



Dealing with Ticks



Dealing with Mange Mites



Dealing with Worms




19 Alternative Health Care






Is It Right for Your Dog?



Nutrition and Behavior



Massage and TTouch (Tellington Touch)



Chiropractic and Acupuncture



Aromatherapy



Flower Essences



Animal Communicators




20 Your Senior Citizen






The Aging Process



Feeding Your Older Dog



Grooming Your Older Dog



Exercising Your Older Dog



Common Problems of Older Dogs



Special Considerations for Older Dogs



When — and How — to Say Goodbye




Appendix A: Canine Organizations and Associations







Appendix B: Furthering Your Knowledge and Understanding of Dogs







Appendix C: A Dog's Life Online











Acknowledgments


I want to thank Amy Ammen for writing the training sections of this book in its first and second editions. Amy is one of the most accomplished dog trainers I have ever met, and I admire her commitment to helping dogs and their owners learn to live together with respect, manners, and joy. Learn more about her at www.dogclass.com.









Top Ten Components of a Happy, Healthy Dog
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 BENTLEY WAS THE answer to a sixth-grader's dreams. He was a confidant, a play pal, someone to talk to late at night. He was never judgmental, always loyal: someone who would definitely sneak downstairs with you for a late-night snack, and one who would fight for space on the bed with you — covers and all. In short, he was my best friend. Bentley was a godsend who arrived at my door at what just happened to be three days before my twelfth birthday. Bentley was a Dalmatian.

He had an extremely square head for a Dalmatian and a deep, broad chest. And of course he had a tremendous number of spots. He had one large circle around his eye. My grandmother used to say to him, “Bentley, you smudged your mascara again.” With his red collar and wonderful, bouncy gait, he was what every child envisioned a Dalmatian to be. He loved attention, food, sleeping, and running.

My family and I have many great memories of Bentley. There was the Saturday when the entire family went food shopping and left him alone in one room. I can proudly say that he did not go to the bathroom while were gone at all. Instead, he rewarded us by tearing up the entire kitchen floor. Then there was the time we came home and the kitchen table looked like the Titanic going down to its watery grave — he had gnawed one of the legs entirely off. There was also the time my parents were entertaining out-of-town clients: During the dinner, Bentley clawed his way into the pantry and ate a whole cake, as well as assorted pastries. I remember the shriek my mother gave when she found out. I flew down the stairs only to find her chasing the dog around the table, his face covered in chocolate. He thought it was a game.

Bentley didn't only do naughty things, of course. There was the time he protected my little brother from a German Shepherd who had roamed into our yard. He loved to sleep near the fire and insisted on lying on the living room floor in the middle of every holiday. I even took Bentley to college with me one semester, where he kept me warm in my poorly heated room in the winter, attended many tennis matches and baseball games, and became a well-known personality on campus.

Every family who has had a dog has these same types of stories and memories. While dogs come in a variety of physical packages, they are all big where it counts — personality. In the character department, they are all colossal. People who are lucky enough to open up their lives and let in a friend as true and loving as a dog find a bond that transcends the verbal. It does not have the intimacy of a human relationship, but it doesn't have its deceits and disappointments, either. Dogs do not know how to lie. There is something in the magically expressive eyes of a dog that is difficult to explain to someone who does not understand. If you have a dog, you already know what I mean. If you're thinking of getting one, you're in for the experience of a lifetime.

It would be nice if dogs didn't require instruction booklets, but they do. There are lots of things that you need to know, not only for your dog's sake, but to strengthen the bond between you. Training is key, and that's why Amy Ammen wrote the training chapters. She's an amazing trainer who has trained countless pets privately and in groups. She has trained dogs in each of the AKC Groups to high-level obedience trial titles.

Dog owners need to know about their breed's histories and traits, grooming requirements, nutritional needs, basic healthcare, how to prepare their home and family for a dog, and much more. I am lucky to have met many dog professionals in my life since I lost Bentley. Thanks to them I understand that dog ownership is more than just feeding an animal and taking him to the vet when he's sick. It's more than just enjoying the unconditional love dogs give. It's about being partners as well as friends.

May your life with your dog give you as much joy on a daily basis as mine have for me, and may this book help you give your dog everything he needs.





CHAPTER 1


Dogs and Where They Came From

You find them in ancient cave paintings. You find them in masterpieces by Renaissance artists. You find them on greeting cards, stationery, bookmarks, linens, and decorative home accessories. You find them in different lands, as part of vastly different cultures, in all sizes, shapes, and forms. What are they? Dogs. For millennia, dogs have been an integral part of our lives, protecting us, helping us, and loving us. In turn, we have shared our homes, our food, even the raising of our children with these animals who are so dear to us.



Joining Forces with Humans


The history of dogs is so closely woven in with the history of people that historians and archaeologists cannot agree on when or how they were introduced. Prehistoric people may have found many good uses for dogs. Once domesticated, dogs were used as early warning detection devices against human or animal intruders. They would defend people's caves and camps as their own, and so they must have been excellent protection as well as an alarm system.
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Numerous cave paintings depict dogs hunting alongside humans as far back as 5000–4000 B.C. Five primary types have been identified: greyhounds, pointing dogs, mastiffs, wolf-type dogs, and sheepherding dogs.



Obviously, the greatest use early people had for their canine companions was hunting. Once the dog was part of the human family, and once humans were part of the pack, hunting together became a valuable common interest. There is also conjecture concerning how far back humans used dogs to guard livestock. Of course, as a dog fancier, one must wonder in the end, what attracted dogs to people? According to dog experts there were mainly three things — food, fire (for heat in winter), and community.

Lloyd M. Wendt, a noted historian of the human/dog connection who wrote the very detailed book Dogs, believes that the relationship between early humans and domesticated dogs can first be traced back 100,000 years to northern Africa and the Middle East. Wendt also noted that 10,000 years ago, Algerians were drawing hunting scenes on cave walls, depicting the hunt, with dogs on leashes.



The Roles of Ancient Dogs


Historians place the working aspect of the human/dog relationship at approximately 80,000 years ago, with the advent of the spear. Spears gave humans a weapon to fend off aggressive animals, as well as something to kill them with. It was probably about this time that humans and dogs began hunting together in earnest.

As humans became more adept at navigation on the sea, they also began to seek dogs that were optimal for specific tasks. Great wolflike animals were bred for hunting wolves, bears, and lions in Abyssinia and Persia. The largest and best of the herding dogs came from Tibet. And the fastest hunting greyhounds came from Egypt.
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The Lhasa Apso is one of the oldest known dog breeds. It originated in Tibet and was introduced to the United States in the 1930s as a gift from the thirteenth Dalai Lama.




The Egyptians


Of course, the dog achieved its first great fame among modern people in Egypt. Dogs played an important part in everyday life — so much so that they were incorporated into the religion. The god Anubis was portrayed as a dog or as a mixture of a human's body with a dog's head. It was not uncommon to have the form of a dog sculpted to rest on the sarcophagus of a deceased king. The dog served to deter grave robbers and as a symbol of a guide who would lead the entombed through the afterlife. The Egyptians so loved their dogs that theirs was the first civilization that had a law to punish humans who were cruel to dogs.
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A richly decorated wooden casket dating to circa 1300 B.C. shows Tutankhamen in his chariot pursuing Nubian soldiers who are being harassed by his Assyrian dogs.




The Greeks and Romans


Alexander the Great and later Roman emperors were also fond of dogs. Because the Greeks and Romans traded with the Egyptians, dogs became popular with the Hellenic aristocracy. However, the Greeks used dogs for a variety of purposes. Unlike the Egyptians, who prospered in semi-isolation, the Greeks and the Romans were products of the very heavily populated and mercantile-minded Mediterranean and Middle Eastern cultures. Life was competitive and land came at great cost.

Learning from the Persians and their other warlike neighbors, the Greeks began to use two dogs. One was large and massive in build, with a large, broad face, known as the Molossian. The other was also large, with a rather pointed snout, and was somewhat fast and sleeker. This one was known as the Laconian Hound. Aristotle was a fan of both dogs, saying that the Laconian female was gentler and smarter, but by no means fit for war, and that the Molossian was the dog of choice.

The Molossian was named for the tribe that had made it well-known, which came out of northern Greece. The Molossian of Alexander the Great's time is the ancestor of today's Mastiff. For centuries it was recognized as the ultimate dog of war — large, strong, fearless, and smart. The Greeks and then the Romans used these beasts in war for something like a cavalry charge. The Laconian Hound was developed, it is believed, in Sparta. It was fast and brutal, but of a sleeker build than the traditional Mastiff.

The first literary classic pairing of a man and his dog comes from the Greeks. One of the first classic pieces of literature known and studied for centuries, The Odyssey, features the story of Odysseus, warrior of the Trojan War, attempting the long, treacherous, and adventurous journey home. After many years away from his farm and kingdom, the hero of the story is not recognized by those people who knew him long ago. Despite his claims, he is only believed when his faithful hound — by then old and impaired — crawls to his master, for whom he has been faithfully waiting. Upon greeting him, Odysseus's dog dies, wagging his tail, happy at his master's feet.
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There are tales of multiple dogs who served as kings in Scandinavia. In the sixth century, a Swedish king sent a dog to rule Denmark, declaring that whoever told of his death would himself die. The dog was eventually overcome by larger dogs. In a dispute among rulers in Norway, when King Eysteinn conquered a particular territory, he put his son in charge. The people killed him, and the king asked them then to choose to be ruled by a slave or a dog. They chose the dog, which lived an extremely opulent life for three years until being killed by wolves.



If dog was man's best friend in Greece, another dog was the mother of Rome. According to myth, a she-wolf found and fostered two abandoned brothers, Romulus and Remus. The two would go on to found Rome, which Romulus named for himself after he overpowered and killed his twin.

It was the Romans who first outfitted their war dogs with thick leather collars, studded with sharp metal blades to keep other attacking dogs off of them. Dogs were instrumental in Rome's rise. As its famous roads were built and expanded, guard posts all along the way were manned by small militia and hosts of guard dogs. The roads were kept safe for Roman use. The Romans also used their large dogs as beasts of burden. It was not unusual to see dogs, along with cattle, oxen, horses, and ponies, pulling carts of all sizes from all different parts of the empire.



Dogs in the Middle Ages and Renaissance


In the period after the fall of the Roman Empire, the bubonic plague, or Black Death, was one of the galvanizing events. It was during this time that the dog acquired much of its more negative lore. During the plague, in which fleas transported the deadly disease, historian Mary Elizabeth Thurston points out in her book, The Lost History of the Canine Race, that the dog was now on its own. Most livestock was killed by the disease, and people killed each other over food. Few people during this period kept pets. Ownerless, dogs ran wild, usually in packs, eating corpses and killing in groups.
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Between A.D. 900–1100, dogs crossed the Bering Strait with their Inuit masters. Inuit sled dogs were used to do exactly what their name implies, but they were also valuable hunting companions.



During feudal times, the aristocracy assumed ownership of many fertile lands, especially the great forests in which many animals and other natural resources were still abundant. During this time, the hunt became very ritualized, and many different dogs were used to pursue many different kinds of game. Lords and barons had different dogs to take down deer, bears, bulls, wolves, large fowl, and foxes, and they had other dogs for small game, mostly vermin. Others were bred for specific duties, such as tracking, coursing, and retrieving on land and in water.
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For centuries, the dog has been more popular than any other pet. From the perennially popular book The Call of the Wild to the newest version of the Disney movie 101 Dalmatians to the art of William Wegman, who works with his Weimaraners, to songs like “B-I-N-G-O” and “Mr. Bojangles,” humans' love of their canine companions has been celebrated in literature, song, art, folklore, and popular culture.



Thurston points out that Henry I of England had a kennel of 200 dogs for huntsmen to train, care for, and deploy. As the aristocracy grew, so did their land claims. And unless you were someone of rank, you could not rightfully take game from a claimed preserve.

It was not until after the fall of the French king in the late 1700s, during the French Revolution, that ordinary people were allowed to hunt in the largest and most heavily stocked game forests. In the early 1800s many lands across Europe were opened up in an attempt to dissuade the masses from overthrowing various monarchies. These policies were part of larger political agendas, which all worked to varying degrees. However, one thing was an absolute success — sport hunting became popular to the extreme.



The Victorian Era


Queen Victoria was a devoted dog fancier, and when her husband, Prince Albert, suddenly sickened and died in 1861 at the age of forty-two, the saddened queen grew even fonder of her gentle pets. In her lifetime she raised more than fifteen different breeds of dogs. According to noted historian Paul Johnson, “She formed passionate attachments to animals when a child, and the vehemence with which she fought for their rights persisted to the end. At her various jubilees, prisoners were released all over the Empire provided that she personally signed their remission. There was only one category she refused: those convicted of cruelty to animals, which she called ‘one of the worst traits in human nature.’” The queen was especially fond of a favorite Spitz, who was actually allowed to jump on her breakfast table.

Due to Victoria's love of canines, the dog reached an all-time high status. Your choice of dog conveyed whether you were a sportsman or a true lady. Dogs helped people fulfill their aspirations toward a higher station in life. Indeed, it was in this period that many dog classifications began. It was also a time in which many new dog breeds were bred by varying groups, especially hunters.

In the 1700s and 1800s, many of the sporting breeds, such as the German Shorthaired Pointer, Weimaraner, Vizsla, and other hunting dogs, were bred because middleclass Europeans had more time for hunting as recreation, and they wanted one dog to perform a series of functions for which the European aristocracy could previously afford to keep several breeds. Likewise, smaller, toy breeds also became more popular, and many breeds which were hitherto unknown came to the fore.
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Bulldogs were originally bred to bait bulls during bullfights, and the breed was in danger of disappearing after the sport was outlawed in Britain in 1835. However, dedicated breeders patiently cultivated the breed and crossed it with other breeds to create new ones, including the Bullmastiff and the Bull Terrier.



The different species we are so familiar with today are the result of the continuing quest to find the perfect dog. In many cases throughout history, people have bred dogs for different characteristics, such as size, speed, and hunting abilities to produce dogs for a variety of uses. This period was the golden age of the dog.



Dogs and Their Distinguished American Owners


The United States may not be known as the country where dogs are especially cherished — for example, in France almost all dogs are welcome in restaurants, whereas in the United States only registered service and therapy dogs are — but that doesn't mean it doesn't have its share of people who adore their canine companions. In fact, dogs have been alongside the settlers of the United States of America since the country's infancy. There are whole books devoted to dogs who've shared the White House with the presidents and other famous people and their dogs. Here are just a few.
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The Chesapeake Bay Retriever is one of the dogs that can claim a North American heritage. It is an active, versatile dog that was originally bred to hunt waterfowl. Its body and temperament can withstand demanding weather conditions.




George Washington


George Washington was known as an avid lover of canines. He was very fond of hunting and often had packs of dogs at Mt. Vernon, his home outside of Washington, D.C. Washington was known as one of the main people who helped establish the Treeing Walker Hound, a prized Coonhound in this country today. Washington was known to let his favorite dogs have the run of the house, much to Martha Washington's dismay. His favorite hounds were Sweet Lips and Vulcan. Vulcan once stole the main course of a holiday dinner off the kitchen table. Mrs. Washington was upset, but Washington himself found the episode humorous.
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After the American defeat at the 1777 Battle of Germantown, a Fox Terrier appeared in General Washington's camp and wound up in Washington's tent. Its collar told that it belonged to British General William Howe. Washington, ever the gallant soldier and lover of dogs, sent the dog back under flag of truce to Howe, and the two exchanged polite notes.




Fala and FDR


President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's favorite pet was his black Scottish Terrier known as Fala. Fala was ubiqitous in Roosevelt's world, and the only person who was allowed to feed Fala — no matter who had prepared the meal — was the president himself. Roosevelt happily brought the dog with him everywhere he could.

During World War II, FDR took Fala with him. Republicans — eager to find any weapon against the seemingly invincible Democrat — commenced a whispering campaign against Roosevelt, saying he spent taxpayers' money sending a USS destroyer to go back and pick up the dog that the president had erringly left in the Aleutian Islands. This was a blatant falsehood. In response, FDR addressed these rumors in September 1944: “The Republican Leaders have not been content with attacks on me, or my wife, or my sons. No, not content with that, they now include my little dog, Fala. Well, of course, I don't resent attacks, and my family doesn't resent attacks, but Fala does resent them. You know, Fala is Scotch, and being a Scottie as soon as he learned that Republican fiction writers in Congress had concocted a story that I had left him behind on the Aleutian Islands, and had sent a destroyer back to find him — at a cost to the taxpayers of two or three or eight or twenty million dollars — his Scotch soul was furious. He has not been the same dog since. I am accustomed to hearing malicious falsehoods about myself — such as that old chestnut that I have represented myself as indispensable. I think I have a right to resent, to object to, libelous statements about my dog.”
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At the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial in Washington, D.C., a statue of Fala sits beside his master. He is the only presidential dog to be so honored.



Fortunately for Roosevelt, he did not have to experience the death of his beloved pet. Roosevelt died in April 1945, and it was a grieving Fala who went to live with Eleanor Roosevelt at Val-Kill, their country residence. Fala died on April 5, 1952, two days short of his twelfth birthday, and was buried beside his master in the rose garden at the Roosevelt home.


General Patton and His Bull Terriers


The famed U.S. General George Patton was an avid animal lover. Shortly after World War I, he purchased the first of many Bull Terriers he would come to own for his daughters, Beatrice and Ruth Ellen. They named the dog Tank. The loveable Tank was stone deaf, but the girls loved him. The family took to stomping on the floor to call the dog, and he responded. Tank had a great love for Patton himself, as well as his family, and he was always present for his master's return, greeting him at his front door.

On March 4, 1944, Patton bought his most famous Bull Terrier, which he named William the Conqueror. Patton himself called the dog Willie. According to the Patton Society, Patton wrote the following journal entry when he first bought Willie: “My bull pup . . . took to me like a duck to water. He is 15 months old, pure white except for a little lemin [sic] on his tail which to a cursory glance would seem to indicate that he had not used toilet paper . . .” Jingle bells and U.S.-issue dog tags were affixed to Willie's collar so everyone could hear him wherever he went. The two were devoted to one another. Like Fala, Willie outlived his beloved master, who died in December 1945.



Dogs in Our Lives Today


In today's world, for every kind of lifestyle people lead, there is a different kind of dog. There are tiny dogs and giant dogs, hairless and shaggy, pedigreed and mixed breed. Dogs also perform a variety of different jobs — they sniff out narcotics or explosives, search for missing people, excel at certain sports, hunt, and assist those with handicaps. Then there are the dogs who are simply dogs.

The popularity of dogs is booming in just about every part of the world. The clubs and organizations dedicated to certain breeds help newcomers not only learn more but do more with their dogs. Small dogs that are easier to transport and care for are becoming increasingly prevalent in urban areas. Dog owners have more options than ever, not only in selecting their breed of dog, but also in choosing everything their dog needs, from food to accessories to health care. For many beloved canines, it is a great time to be a dog.
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Upon her death in 2007, the late hotelier Leona Helmsley left $12 million to her Maltese, Trouble, and also requested that the dog be interred with her in her mausoleum upon its death.



On the other hand, it's a fact that caring for a dog is not for everyone. In the end, a dog is still a dog — a living being whose genetic makeup dictates that it behave in certain ways that are not always compatible with ours. It is each person's responsibility to be a conscientious and compassionate caregiver to the animals they bring into their lives. Like our ancestors who worked alongside our dogs' ancestors, we owe them the respect they deserve. Perhaps you, too, will contribute to the wealth of art and literature that helps celebrate our enduring relationship with dogs.





CHAPTER 2


Choosing a Dog

Amazingly, when you ask people how and why they chose a particular dog or breed of dog, most confess it was a random choice. Maybe their kids had been pestering them for a dog for a while, and one day they just decided to go get one; maybe someone down the street had a dog who had puppies and they took one; maybe they were passing a pet shop and fell in love with a fuzzy face in the window. Although these can all be ways to bring a wonderful dog into one's life, they can also be recipes for disaster — for the people and for the dogs.



Not Just Unconditional Love


There is nothing better than coming home from a hard day's work to a tailwagging, sloppy-tongued mop of a dog who can't wait to greet you. Dogs are bouncy and loving and wonderful — there's no getting around it, they're exceptional companions. They are fun and friendly, and they love attention. They love to play, go for long walks, and be mischievous.

But before selling yourself on only the nice things about them, remember that no matter their size, coat type, or activity level, dogs are a tremendous amount of responsibility. It's fun to cuddle up with a dog while watching television or take him hiking and running; it's fun to play with a dog at the beach, in a park, or in the snow. But dogs are also completely dependent upon the care of their keepers for everything from food to exercise to training — and they don't take a day off.
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Every year, thousands of dogs are left homeless and are sheltered in dog pounds and rescue homes all across the country. Often this is no fault of the dog's. When the cute puppy turns eight months old and starts showing an ornery streak, some families don't have the time or patience to handle it, and that can be the last straw.



When an over-obliging owner suddenly finds himself with a dog who growls when she's told to get off the bed, well, the dog may become a casualty. Often, people give up their dogs because they don't fully understand all the care requirements necessary to keep a dog healthy and wellbehaved. They find out that Dalmatians require too much exercise; they didn't know St. Bernards grew that big; they learn that their tiny Maltese is a mischievous ball of fire. Then, for reasons completely unknown to her, a once-beloved dog may find herself at the shelter, cowering at the back of a cold pen as countless strangers peer in on her and countless other distressed dogs bark and howl around her. At the same time, the removal of a dog from the home can be a traumatic experience for the children and adults who came to love her — despite the behavior that eventually led to her being given up.
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This handsome adult Vizsla looks great while standing still in this posed position. Such a photo could cause you to want to own this kind of dog. What you can't see, though, is the dog's nature, and for the Vizsla, this is mega-energy. Owners who don't understand that Vizslas need lots of exercise could become frustrated easily (and often).

In a day when razors, pens, diapers, and even spouses are disposable, dogs are no exception. Unfortunately, they pay for being disposable with their lives.


Top Reasons Why Dogs Are Given Up


It's sad, but true. According to the National Council of Pet Population Study and Policy, these are the top ten reasons cited by people who give up their dogs:


	
Moving



	
Landlord issues



	
Cost of pet maintenance



	
No time for pet



	
Inadequate facilities



	
Too many pets in home



	
Pet illness



	
Personal problems



	
Biting



	
No homes for littermates





Think hard about whether any of these circumstances could lead to your thinking about giving up your puppy or dog. If so, you should wait before getting one.



The Right Dog for You


Don't let the above scenarios become the reality for you or your family. With the help of this book, you can avoid being someone who gets the wrong dog for what might seem like the right reason. What you want — and what will bring the most joy for your family and your canine companion — is to make a choice that can practically ensure that you will end up with a dog who is right for you in all the important ways.

Before you get a dog, ask yourself some important questions:


	
What kind of life do you lead? Do you travel frequently? Are you constantly running around taking kids to after-school activities? Are you a single man or woman? Are you getting ready to retire? How old are your children?



	
Do you want an active dog, a laid-back dog, a big dog, a small dog, a hairy dog, a hairless dog, a slobbery dog, a neat dog? With more than 150 different breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club alone, you can really pinpoint the kind of dog that will suit your lifestyle.



	
How much room do you have, and what kind of house do you live in? Are you obsessively neat? Are you excessively sloppy?



	
How much time do you have for the dog? When you come home are you eager to get outside and exercise or do you want to relax and watch TV?



	
Do you like to entertain?



	
Should you get a puppy or an older dog? If you get a puppy, will someone be home during the day to housetrain and socialize him?



	
Do you have a fenced-in yard?



	
Does everyone in the family want a dog or are you caving in to a demanding child?





As you consider these questions — especially if you're making a decision for a family — you'll find that more questions come up and that there is actually a lot to consider. The more you think now, the less you'll be surprised or disappointed by later.



Looking at Lifestyle


Lifestyle decisions aren't all about interior decorating or fashion, though those things are certainly part of it. When it comes to choosing a dog, it shouldn't be based on whether you think he'll look good with your sofa, or whether he'll go well with your English garden. How reflective a dog is of whether your clothing choices run to Ralph Lauren or Levis shouldn't matter, either. A dog is not an accessory; he is an animal with a mind and personality all his own, and having one is like having another person in the house.
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How much time do I need to have for a dog?


If you've owned a dog before you may have a sense of how much time it takes to care for one properly. If you haven't, you need to give the matter some serious thought. Besides the time you need to spend taking care of a dog's most basic needs for food, water, going to the bathroom, exercise, grooming, and overall health (and that's a lot right there), you need to factor in the time you must spend interacting with your dog. Dogs are social animals who thrive on companionship.



Analyze what you do every day. What is your idea of fun? Is it rollerblading? Riding your bike? Watching a movie or sports on television? Going hiking? Going on little day trips in the car? Going to the park or beach and lying out in the sun? Do you work? If so, is it part-time or full-time, and what are your hours? Do you like to come home, shower, and go back out to dinner and the movies or your favorite bar? Are you allergic to pets? You have to ask yourself these kinds of questions when you are choosing a dog so that you can pick the dog that's best for you.

If you're an in-line skater, you want to know that when you come home, you can suit up, put a leash on Rover, and bring him along. You want a dog who shares in that fun. You need an athletic dog who has the stamina and explosive energy to keep up with you. You don't want some sedentary hound who's panting after the first half-mile. Likewise, if you like going for an evening stroll, you don't want some drooling half-lunatic pulling you around the block like a crazed demon. You want a good dog who is happy plodding along at a leisurely pace while you enjoy the evening air together.

Maybe you need a dog who can keep up with your children and whom you can trust with them. You need your dog to be a companion and playmate for your kids to share in their well-behaved fun.



Puppy or Adult


This is a question most people don't stop to think about, but they should. Typically, when people think of getting a dog, they think about getting a puppy. They think of the cute ball of fluff running around the house making the family laugh. They want to nurture and raise the dog from a pup.


Do You Really Want a Puppy?


Think about it: Do you really want a puppy? Is a puppy the best fit with your family's lifestyle? Having a puppy is like having a two-year-old in the house. Puppies want to get into everything, and they use their mouths to explore. They need to chew, and if you don't supply a variety of toys, they'll chew what's available.
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It's a fact: Puppies are adorable. Who wouldn't fall in love instantly with this Irish Setter puppy? One look into those soulful eyes is all it takes.

Puppies need to be kept on very strict schedules in order to be housetrained. That means taking the puppy out first thing in the morning, several times during the day, and last thing at night. It means monitoring the puppy during the day to try to prevent accidents from happening. It means making a real commitment to training and socializing, because when your puppy gets big and she doesn't know what's expected of her, she'll make the rules. It may be cute to have your puppy curl up on the couch with you or sleep in your bed or jump up on you to greet you, but then don't be surprised if you meet with resistance when your pup's grown up and you don't want her doing those things anymore.


What Older Dogs Have to Offer


When you get an older dog, you obviously miss the adorable stages of puppyhood. You miss the complete experience of growing together from the time he's ten to twelve weeks to twelve to fourteen years old. But you do get other things in return. Older dogs are generally calmer; they're usually housetrained; they're more set in their ways; and people report that they seem grateful to be in a new home in which they're loved and appreciated.

There's also the feel-good part of getting an older dog, because whether you adopt one from a shelter or a purebred rescue group, or just take one in from a neighbor, you are essentially saving that dog's life. Yes, you are inheriting behaviors that the dog has learned from his previous owners or circumstances, but contrary to the old saying, you can teach an old dog new tricks. And if you approach getting an older dog as conscientiously as you would approach getting a puppy, you're sure to find one whose temperament suits you ideally.
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Am I doing the right thing?


You may be more confused now than when you first started thinking about getting a dog! Remember, there is no right or wrong answer. The final decision is what's best for you and your family. It's understanding the pros and cons that go into that decision that will truly make it the right one in the end.



Adopting an older dog doesn't limit your choices much, either. It doesn't mean going to the dog pound and rescuing a mangy mutt on death row. There are many older dogs available — both purebred and mixed-breed — that are physically and mentally sound. The obvious thing about taking in an older dog is that you're making a difference in a dog's life. But the thing you need to consider is: Is an adult dog going to make a difference in your life?



Purebred or Mixed Breed


There are arguments for welcoming both a purebred or a mixed breed into your home. Purebred dogs are those that have been bred “pure” over several generations. In so doing, they have certain traits that are fixed, such as the Basset Hound's long ears, the Golden Retriever's silky coat, or the Pug's corkscrew tail. Of course there are variations between individuals, but when you see a Great Dane, you should know it's a Great Dane and not an Irish Wolfhound.

After investigating breeds, you may find that no one particular purebred especially does it for you. Or maybe it simply doesn't matter to you how much you know about your dog's genetic makeup; you may just want a mixed-breed dog. Yes, a mutt! Some of them may not be the most beautiful dogs you've ever seen, and you may never be sure whether their instincts are coming from retriever blood or terrier blood or perhaps a bit of everything, but like their purebred cousins, mixed breeds can make superlative pets.
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Mixed-breed dogs often marry the best traits of the dogs they're descended from. It is fun to try to guess what breeds went into making your dog. In some cases you'll know — if your Lab bred the Australian Cattle Dog next door by mistake, for example — but in many cases you won't know at all. When you don't, it's fun to guess and speculate.



In the end, neither a purebred nor a mixed breed is going to be a better dog than the other. Both are just dogs. The important considerations are, again, how well your lifestyle accommodates your dog's basic needs. If he's a big, hairy purebred or a big, hairy mix and you're a neat freak who lives in a fifth-floor walkup, things might not work out. Whether you choose purebred or mixed, you have to realistically assess the amount of time and energy you have to take care of your dog the way she deserves (and needs) to be taken care of.
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For many, a mixed-breed dog has everything they want and need. Besides getting a dog whose appearance is utterly unique — like this scruffy fellow — there's the fun of trying to guess which breeds contributed to the look. Are they any less lovable? No way!



Finding Your Dog


So, you've thought about the kind of dog you want based on the way you and your family live. Now, how do you go about finding that dog? As you begin your search you'll find you have plenty of options. As when you shop for anything, though, some are sounder than others. Read on before making a too-hasty decision.


From a Breeder


If you've decided on a purebred puppy, consider buying your dog from a breeder. These folks are passionate about their breed!

You may think this is like asking a Chevrolet salesman if he himself would buy a Chevrolet. What do you think he's going to tell you? “Oh, no, I think you're much more a Honda type. Honda's down the road.” Not likely. But if you get a good breeder, she may indeed tell you just that.

Breeders will interview you, too, which will help you decide if the breed is truly right for you. A breeder may ask you how often you like to go hiking, say, or how often you travel. You may realize you're not the sportsperson you thought you were, or that your schedule is tighter than you thought. Then again, you may be relieved to hear that a breed you thought was too active actually doesn't need as much exercise as you thought, and the breeder has helped you figure out how to fit in a good workout for the dog without compromising your daily habits.

Another great thing about talking to breeders is that you will get a good sense of who you want to get your puppy (or older dog) from. The person who's especially helpful, or with whom you “click,” or whose dogs seem the most well-behaved and mellow of the lot you've spoken with — this is the person from whom you want to acquire your new family member. You should feel comfortable calling your breeder at any time during your dog's life to ask him about any kind of problems you're having. If your pup's chewing is getting out of control, if housetraining isn't working, or if your adult dog suddenly goes lame, it's nice to know there's someone you can call who not only knows the breed, but knows your dog personally.

A responsible breeder will tell you all about your potential puppy's or older dog's past — what the parents and siblings are like, whether there's working stock in the bloodlines, what kind of traits she's been breeding away from (or for), particular health problems to look out for, and much more. In fact, a breeder who doesn't want to inform you of all these things, particularly health records for breeds prone to hip dysplasia or other genetic conditions, is one to stay away from — she's probably got something to hide.
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Responsible breeders want their puppies or older dogs to find homes in which they'll be loved and cared for as real family members for the duration of their lives. Many of them will put in writing that if for any reason you can't keep the dog any longer, you should contact them first before surrendering the dog to a shelter.



Be advised, though: there are plenty of breeders who don't ask the tough questions. There are many who don't have any scruples at all. That's why it's important to find a reputable breeder whom you can trust. Many breeders are willing to take the time to ask you the right questions. If they don't, you should wonder how much care they take in breeding their dogs.


From Purebred Rescue


Technically, a rescue dog is a purebred who has been rescued from a former home or from a pound or shelter and is currently homeless. Most AKC breed clubs sponsor purebred rescue groups. When a dog is dropped off at the shelter or taken into the dog pound, if that dog is believed to be purebred, the shelter calls the contact person for the local rescue group. If the rescue coordinator believes the dog is a purebred of the breed with which he is involved, that dog is taken from the pound and housed in a foster home until the rescue organization can find the dog a new, permanent home.

Rescue groups are typically run by breeders who are very concerned about dogs in general. They are networks of people who have extremely big hearts and only want to see the dogs find a good home. Much of the cost of fostering is picked up by the family that is sheltering the dog in their house, and the adoption fee you pay for the dog helps offset that cost.
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To have a positive experience with a positive outcome, before you begin searching for a dog through a purebred rescue organization, think about the qualities you're looking for: male or female; younger or older; good with kids; good with cats; etc. The more specific you can be with what you're looking for, the easier your search and the more helpful the organization can be.



It is natural to wonder if rescue dogs or others that have been abandoned have something wrong with them. After all, if they didn't, wouldn't they still be with their first family? The great thing about the fact that these dogs are fostered with “real” people is that they can be evaluated. The rescuers learn about the dogs' behaviors so they can explain to people what they might have to deal with. Many rescue dogs need some stability to help regain their confidence, and foster owners spend a lot of time working with such animals to ensure that they'll adjust to a new home.

The network of purebred rescue volunteers is extensive, and with the Internet it's easier than ever to investigate your options. Simply do a Webbased search for the breed you're interested in, plus “rescue,” and let the search begin.


From a Pet Shop


Once upon a time, buying a puppy from a pet shop was a common experience. Today it is becoming less common. The decline in pet shop sales has to do with the way they operate.

A responsible breeder ensures that his dogs are bred for a purpose, that they're properly raised and socialized, and that any health problems have been addressed. He takes care to breed two dogs who complement each other in order to produce the best possible dog, most emblematic of the breed standard or ideal. Responsible breeders ask you a lot of questions before they agree to sell you a puppy, and they try to match your personality with one of their puppies.

Pet shops claim to get their dogs from breeders, but pet shops need variety and volume. The breeders who sell to them tend to produce dogs with little or no concern about breed standards, temperament, or health problems. Pet shops know that puppies are most appealing when they're six to eight weeks old. That means that to get them to the store by that age they are usually separated from their mother and littermates at four to six weeks of age — far too early. These pups miss the critical developmental benefits of staying in their first family for as long as they should, and their new families pay the price in health and behavior problems later in life.

Does this mean good dogs don't come from pet shops? No. Some people who bought their dogs at pet stores have perfectly fine pets; others bought their dog at the mall, only to find out that the dog has a major health or behavioral problem.

Ask the people in the store a lot of questions. Where are the puppies from? How old were they when they came to the store? What kind of health guarantees does the store have? How long do you have to obtain a thorough veterinary health exam? How are the puppies kept — are the cages clean, do they have water, what are they fed, etc.? Use common sense. It may break your heart to leave the pleading puppies behind, but it may be best for you and your family.
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There are many reasons to be wary of purchasing any animal in a pet shop, and health is at the top of the list. This doesn't mean that all pet shops sell dogs they know may have problems. But you want to be sure you don't bring home a pup or dog who will steal your heart and then break your bank with health and behavior problems.



If you do buy a puppy from a pet store, ask the staff a lot of questions about its background and whether the store provides any guarantees of the puppy's health. Take the puppy to a veterinarian right away for a first physical, and if the vet suspects any problems, speak with the store staff immediately.


From a Shelter


Almost every county in every state operates a local animal shelter where unwanted pets can be taken. Shelters typically house dogs and cats, though they may also take in rarer pets like iguanas, rabbits, ferrets, and birds. Dogs who end up there are often brought in by their current owners, though sometimes the dogs are found on the side of the road and are brought in by a concerned citizen who can't shelter the animal. Others are brought in by the local animal control department.

Sometimes the shelter is able to provide lots of information on a particular dog, and sometimes it has none. People who work in shelters are often the best judges of the dogs in their care and can tell you how they respond to certain situations and to other dogs.

In short, if you don't care about purebred vs. mixed breed, there are plenty of dogs that need good homes in these shelters. When you bring them home, they need a little extra loving and space before they can become confident, but they'll make it up to you with love and admiration. In many cases, they're a little older and are already housetrained, but you should still expect to go through an obedience course with your new dog at the very least.
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Approach a visit to the shelter as you would a search for a rescue dog or even a visit to a pet shop that sells puppies: Think through what it is you want in a dog before you get there, talk to the shelter personnel to find out as much about the dog(s) you're interested in as possible, look for signs of poor health or behavior, ask about the shelter's policies for adoption and possible return, and use common sense. The saddest, most desperate dog in the shelter may not be the best match for your family, no matter how sorry you feel for him.




From Other Sources


Relieving neighbors or friends of a puppy or dog is probably one of the least desirable ways to get a dog. Why? Maybe your neighbor has great fashion sense, knows all the newest, hottest bands, hangs out with cool people, has a great job — but what does she really know about dogs?

Often people have puppies to give away because their dog got pregnant. Sometimes they've bred her to another dog, and sometimes she's found a beau of her own. Sometimes they know who the other dog is, sometimes they don't.

In many cases, you really don't know what you're getting. And that's when you have to ask yourself a lot of questions. Is my friend really good to his dog? Did he read up on what to do with a pregnant dog? Did he go to their veterinarian for advice and regular care? Do I like my friend's dog? Have I spent enough time with that dog to know whether or not I like her?

Sometimes “friends” come up with dogs when they find a stray and try to find it a good home. This is more common than you think. Make sure to ask as many questions as you can. Try not to be moved by the sad story. You need to find yourself a pet that you can live with for a long time. Although many fine pets have been found this way, make sure to think about it before you bring one home. In short, a real friend won't try to sell you a dog you don't need. Think about the person who's trying to give you the dog, as well as about the dog itself.
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