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[image: image] This book is intended to provide birders, especially newcomers and visitors to Pennsylvania, an inventory of places to visit. It is not intended to be a comprehensive list of every possible location in which one might see every bird ever recorded in Pennsylvania. This book is intended to be portable. This book attempts to answer those frequent birding questions: We are visiting my in-laws in Williamsport; are there any places to go birding nearby? I have a business trip to Philadelphia; should I take my binoculars?


Pennsylvania has only four Rare Bird Alerts, but they cover fairly wide territories. Use them to check for local rarities, and don’t forget to report your best finds.


Table 1
Rare Bird Alerts










	Region


	Telephone







	Western Pennsylvania


	(412) 963-6104







	(Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania)


	 







	Eastern Pennsylvania


	(215) 567-2473







	(Academy of Natural Science)


	 







	To report sightings, call


	(215) 299-1181







	Wilkes-Barre/Scranton


	(717) 825-2473







	(Wyoming Valley Audubon Society)


	 







	Lehigh Valley


	(215) 759-5754







	(Lehigh Valley Audubon Society)


	 








A very valuable tool for birders is a personal computer. Using databases and E-mail, birders can find out about rarities in an area or ask questions of birders who are knowledgeable about a particular site. I believe this tool will become increasingly popular as more birders discover its usefulness.


BIRDLINE provides the same information as the Eastern Pennsylvania bird alert. If you have a modem, you can read BIRDLINE by connecting to PENpages, a computerized information service provided by Penn State’s Cooperative Extension Service. In addition to the weekly BIRDLINE update, PENpages also provides information about wildlife, forestry, land management, wetlands, and many other topics of interest to birders. In Pennsylvania contact your county extension agent, who will provide an instruction booklet, phone number, and “username” for the county. Birders outside Pennsylvania may write to PENpages, Cooperative Extension Service, University Park, PA 16802. PENpages is also available through the Internet; the node is PSUPEN.PSU.EDU.


I assume that readers know how to identify birds in the field. Most birders rely on one of three field guides that cover the eastern United States, including Pennsylvania: A Field Guide to the Birds (Eastern edition) by Roger Tory Peterson, Birds of North America: A Guide to Field Identification, by Chandler Robbins et al., or the National Geographic Society’s Field Guide to the Birds of North America. Two additional books recently published that will provide much information and many delightful hours of study are Atlas of Breeding Birds in Pennsylvania edited by Daniel Brauning, the non-game ornithologist for the Pennsylvania Game Commission, and Annotated List of the Birds of Pennsylvania by Steven Santner, Daniel Brauning, Glenna Schwalbe, and Paul Schwalbe of the Pennsylvania Ornithological Technical Committee.


PENNSYLVANIA’S HABITATS


Every person who has been educated in a Pennsylvania school has read the famous letter William Penn wrote in 1683 to prospective settlers in England: “Here . . . the air is sweet and clear, the heavens serene, like the south parts of France. The waters are generally good, there are diverse plants. And the woods are adorned with lovely flowers for color and variety. I have seen the gardens of London best stored with that sort of beauty, but think they may be improved by our woods.” Our founder also praised the birds of his new home: “Of fowl of the land, there is the turkey (40- and 50-pound weight), which is very great, pheasants, heath-birds, pigeons, and partridges in abundance. Of the water, the swan, goose, white and gray, brants, ducks, teal, also the snipe and curlew, and that in great numbers; but the duck and the teal excel . . .”


Roger Tory Peterson has called Philadelphia the cradle of American ornithology because both Alexander Wilson and John James Audubon lived near the city, but Pennsylvania is an important state for bird watchers not only because of its birders (add to the list William Bartram, Spencer Fullerton Baird, W. C. Clyde Todd, George Miksch Sutton, Witmer Stone, and Earle Poole) but also because of the rich diversity of its bird life.


Appendix 1 lists 418 birds on the official state list (as of May 1993). An additional 40 hypothetical species, two extirpated, and two extinct are also included in this list. Why so many birds in a state that is not very large? A glance at the list may prompt another question: Why such a rich diversity of bird life? One answer to these questions lies in the fact that Pennsylvania is at the northern range limit for southern birds such as Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Black Vulture, and Swainson’s Warbler and at the southern limit for northern birds such as Sora, Swainson’s Thrush, and Canada Warbler.


Pennsylvania, the Keystone State, covers 45,308 square miles and ranks 33rd in size of the 50 states. The state is a rectangle that extends about 280 miles east to west and 160 miles north to south. Within that rectangle are found two coastal plains (Lake Erie and the Atlantic), a band of mountains (the Appalachians), a deeply cut plateau (the Allegheny), and a band of rolling hills (the Piedmont).


If this physical variety weren’t enough to guarantee a rich diversity of wildlife, including birds, Pennsylvania is also blessed with a wealth of habitats: three major river systems (the Allegheny-Monongahela-Ohio, the Susquehanna, and the Delaware), swamps, glacial lakes, bogs, marshes, freshwater intertidal marshes, and of course, Penn’s Woods. The commonwealth also has farms with croplands and pastures, reservoirs, urban areas, reclaimed strip mines, and hundreds of parks.


The climate is varied as well. The northwestern region receives lake-effect snow from Lake Erie and is the coolest, snowiest region of the commonwealth during the winter; however, its summers are the sunniest in Pennsylvania. At the opposite corner of Pennsylvania, in the Philadelphia region, the summers are significantly longer than in the north. The average dates of the frost-free season are from April 30 to October 31 in the southeast. In the north-central region of the commonwealth, these dates are from May 20 to September 30. Rainfall is fairly consistent across Pennsylvania with an average range of 38 to 42 inches. Snowfall ranges from less than 30 inches per year in the Southeast to nearly 100 inches per year in McKean County.


An additional guarantee of exciting birding is Pennsylvania’s location on the Atlantic Flyway. To many birders, Pennsylvania means outstanding waves of warblers in the spring and birds of prey in the fall. Rarities are occasionally blown into Pennsylvania by hurricanes.


Pennsylvania is divided into seven ornithological regions that correspond to the commonwealth’s physiographic provinces: the Lake Erie Coastal Plain; the Northwest Glaciated Region; the Allegheny Plateau, including the Poconos and the Laurel Highlands; the Southwest Plateau; the Ridge and Valley Province; the Piedmont; and the Atlantic Coastal Plain. In most cases, the divisions between the regions are recognizable. For example, the Allegheny Front defines the boundary of the Ridge and Valley Province and the Allegheny Plateau.


I have visited most of the locations listed in this book; however, one or even several visits by one person would not do justice to them. I have been helped in this effort by dozens of people who shared their extensive knowledge of birding locations in Pennsylvania (see Acknowledgments). I have also relied on regional checklists, Audubon chapter newsletters, replies to questionnaires, and other sources of information. Especially useful has been Pennsylvania Birds, a quarterly journal edited by Frank and Barbara Haas.


NOMENCLATURE


Bird names used in this guide follow the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North American Birds, Sixth Edition, 1983, as amended through the 38th Supplement, 1991.


ABUNDANCE


Just as birds are diverse, bird checklists differ in the use of the terms “abundant,” “common,” “uncommon,” “rare,” and “accidental.” In some cases, I have had to “translate” terminology from checklists. In doing so, I have tried to be consistent with the usage of the Pennsylvania Ornithological Technical Committee. The Committee uses the following terms to rate the probability of finding a species:


Table 2
Abundance Terms










	Term


	Probability







	Excellent


	found on more than 99% of trips







	Good


	found on 50–99% of trips







	Fair


	found on 10–50% of trips







	Poor


	found on 1–10% of trips







	Casual


	found on fewer than 1% of trips; more
than 10 records in Pennsylvania







	Accidental


	Fewer than 10 records in the state








I find these terms very useful in a checklist, but in describing bird species, I hesitate to use words such as “good” or “poor,” so I will use the following terms:


Table 3
Abundance Terms Used in This Book










	Term


	Probability







	Abundant


	Excellent probability of being found







	Common


	Good probability of being found







	Uncommon


	Fair probability of being found







	Rare


	Poor probability of being found








Abundant birds, sure to be seen almost anywhere in Pennsylvania, include the following year-round residents: Mallard, Downy Woodpecker, American Crow, European Starling, and House Sparrow. In winter the Brown-headed Cowbird is easily found.


The following birds nest in all seven regions of Pennsylvania: Killdeer, Chimney Swift, Northern Flicker, Tree Swallow, House Wren, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Yellow Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Indigo Bunting, Chipping Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, and Common Grackle. These 13 species are so easily found they will not be highlighted in the location accounts. In this book, breeding birds are those categorized as “probable” or “confirmed” during the Atlas project (1983–1989).


Abundant spring migrants in all regions are Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and White-throated Sparrow. Abundant fall migrants in all regions are Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped Warbler, White-throated Sparrow, and Brown-headed Cowbird.


According to the National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Counts for 1993, a total of 160 species winter in Pennsylvania. Thirteen species were seen in all 63 of Pennsylvania’s count circles. Twenty species were seen in only one count circle. Forty species were seen in 53 or more counts, and may thus be considered widespread (at least as of 1993).


Table 4
1993 Christmas Bird Count










	Number of Counts


	Bird







	63


	Red-tailed Hawk, Mourning Dove, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, European Starling, Northern Cardinal, Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch, House Sparrow







	62


	Rock Dove, Tufted Titmouse, American Tree Sparrow, Song Sparrow, American Goldfinch







	61


	Brown Creeper







	60


	Cooper’s Hawk, Carolina Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, American Robin







	59


	Mallard, American Kestrel, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-throated Sparrow







	58


	Northern Flicker







	57


	Sharp-shinned Hawk, Great Horned Owl, Belted Kingfisher







	56


	Cedar Waxwing







	55


	Canada Goose, Pileated Woodpecker







	54


	Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, Northern Mockingbird







	53


	Eastern Screech-Owl, American Black Duck








For some sites in this book, no abundance data are available. Projects like the Special Areas Project (SAP) coordinated by the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology will help develop checklists with abundance data. Why not volunteer to help with a SAP for your favorite park or get to know a “new” park better by doing a SAP? As Doug Gross, “the Father of SAPs,” says, “If you bird one spot consistently and methodically, you will see rarities.” And even if you don’t discover a new species, I guarantee you will have fun doing a SAP.


Another way to help get better checklists and abundance data for state parks is to ask for them. If park managers know what the park users want, they usually try to provide it. Birders should participate in developing management plans for parks.


BIRDING SAFELY


Birders care about their own safety and the safety of the birds they watch. Some of the sites discussed in this book are State Game Lands. These properties, administered by the Pennsylvania Game Commission, are heavily used during hunting season, especially during buck season (the last Monday in November to the second Friday in December). Some areas of many state parks also are open to hunters. Check at park offices for details. Hunting is not allowed on Sundays (except for fox, crow, and coyote), so wise birders will plan trips to hunting areas then. If you cannot adjust your schedule, practice the same safety measures the Game Commission suggests for hunters:


• Wear 250 square inches of daylight fluorescent orange on the head, chest, and back combined. This is required of hunters in the fall season. In the spring, they must wear 100 square inches visible in a 360-degree arc while moving through the woods. The Game Commission suggests that hunters mark their calling locations by wrapping an orange band around a tree. Watch for them.


• Eliminate red, white, and blue from your clothing during spring turkey season (usually the month of May, from a half hour before sunrise to noon). These colors are found on the head and neck of mature Wild Turkey. Birders should be very careful during turkey season. In 1991, two hunters were killed, and 51 others were wounded during turkey season.


• Shout “STOP” to alert a hunter who is approaching you. Do not move or wave.


For more information about hunting in Pennsylvania, contact the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797, (717) 787-4259. For more information about hunting regulations in state parks, contact the specific park you are planning to visit or call the Bureau of State Parks, 1-800-63-PARKS.


Another safety issue for birders is Lyme disease. When you go afield, wear protective clothing and/or insect repellent. If you notice an unusual rash, see your physician. Early detection is important if treatment is to be successful.


For the safety of the birds you are observing, practice the following habits:


• Do not destroy habitats.


• Do not disturb the birds, especially during nesting season.


• Minimize the use of recorded calls.


• Never handle eggs or young.


• Do not tap den trees to see if they contain nests.


• Remove litter, especially fishing line and plastic six-pack holders, you find while birding.


ADDITIONAL NOTES


I have used a variety of criteria in selecting sites for this book. I have tried to include accessible samples of all habitats and have included familiar locations such as Hawk Mountain and Presque Isle State Park as well as hidden treasure sites usually known to local birders. These are not necessarily the best places to find the most birds. Nor are these the only places worth birding. We’ve all had the happy accident of stumbling across a wonderful bird in a totally unexpected place. A book that could identify every location where one might see every bird possible would be impossible to write. If such a book were possible, it would make birding in Pennsylvania seem like a trip to a zoo. Much of the magic of discovery would be lost.


I have emphasized sites open to the public. Luckily, Pennsylvania has plenty of these. The Bureau of State Parks alone manages 104 state parks, four environmental education centers, and six undeveloped parks for a total of 114 sites that include 277,164 acres of a variety of habitats. The Bureau of Forestry manages nearly two million acres of land, and the Pennsylvania Game Commission owns more than a million acres. Federal lands include more than 500,000 acres in the Allegheny National Forest and two national wildlife refuges. Many counties and towns also own parks.


Especially in the northwestern region of Pennsylvania, landowners tend to frown upon trespassers. If you see a “No Trespassing” sign anywhere, do not enter the property.


In several cases I have not included sites because my questionnaires were not returned, and I did not have time to visit the sites. Perhaps those birders given questionnaires are jealously guarding secret treasures. Or maybe they feel their birds are not worth mentioning. More likely, the staff was busy. In any case, I hope readers will give me feedback and suggest additional or alternative sites for a possible second edition of this book.


The directions and conditions in this book are as accurate as possible at the time I gathered the information. Birders may know of shortcuts to favorite sites, but my goal has been to keep the directions simple, so I have tried to use main highways and obvious landmarks. (Directions such as “a half mile before the road turns to dirt” are useful only to people who already know the area well.)


The maps in this book are intended to give a general overview of the areas being discussed. For a free current road map of Pennsylvania, stop at any state park or roadside information center or call the Bureau of State Parks at (800) 63-PARKS.


New highways will play havoc with this edition, as will construction of new housing developments, malls, and industrial parks. If we birders lose a little convenience because of changes in landscapes, we will do well to remind ourselves that the birds are losing their homes.


Finally, a comprehensive bird checklist for each of the sites would be far beyond the scope of this book. I have tried to select samples, both common and rare, of what might be found at a particular location. I hope this book helps you decide which locations to visit, and I hope you find many more birds than I have listed. Happy birding!
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Regions of Pennsylvania





Chapter 1


Lake Erie Coastal Plain
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[image: image] The Lake Erie Coastal Plain is a very narrow strip of land along the northwest boundary of Pennsylvania. This region covers less than 1% of Pennsylvania. The plain extends about 45 miles diagonally from the Ohio border to New York along the shore of Lake Erie and gradually rises toward the southeast where its boundary is defined by a cliff known as the Erie scarp, which is parallel to Interstate 90. The elevation ranges from 571 feet at the shore of Lake Erie to about 800 feet at I-90.


Habitats include urban communities, parks, wetlands, forests, glacial lakes, beaches, orchards, vineyards, and Lake Erie and Erie Bay. At Lake Erie’s shore, the beach has little or no vegetation. As you move inland, you will find a zone of sand dunes with beach grasses followed by a flat area with plants such as goldenrod, silverweed, and bluejoint. A final zone is a forest with Virginia pine.
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Lake Erie Coastal Plain


The climate of the Lake Erie Coastal Plain ranges from cold winters characterized by lake-effect snow (Erie averages more than 80 inches a year) to mild summers. Rain in the plain averages 38 to 44 inches per year.


Jean Stull, James A. Stull, and Gerald M. McWilliams have documented 327 bird species in their excellent guide to the region, Birds of Erie County Pennsylvania Including Presque Isle (Allegheny Press, 1985). The Presque Isle Audubon Society offers a checklist (1992) with bar graphs. Send $2 to PIAS at P.O. Box 1783, Erie, PA 16507.


According to the records of the Pennsylvania Ornithological Technical Committee (Santner, et al. 1992), the following birds are abundant year-round in this region: Canada Goose, American Kestrel, Ring-billed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Black-Capped Chickadee, Northern Cardinal, House Finch, and House Sparrow.


[image: image]


American Kestrel


Abundant winter residents include Canvasback, Redhead, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, and Dark-eyed Junco. Abundant summer residents are the Bank Swallow and the Red-eyed Vireo.


Abundant spring migrants include Ring-necked Duck, Red-breasted Duck, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, American Coot, and Purple Martin.


Abundant fall migrants are Common Loon, Ring-necked Duck, Red-breasted Merganser, American Coot, Dunlin, and Purple Martin.


Nesting birds include Least Bittern, Wood Duck, Virginia Rail, Common Moorhen, Spotted Sandpiper, American Woodcock, Black Tern (which nests only in this region and the adjacent Northwest Glaciated Region), Barred Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, six woodpecker species, seven flycatchers (including Willow and Least Flycatcher), Horned Lark, six swallows, five wrens (including Marsh Wren), Eastern Bluebird, four vireos (including Warbling Vireo), 13 warblers (including Blue-winged, Chestnut-sided, Black-throated Green, Cerulean, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Prothonotary Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, and Mourning, Hooded, and Canada Warblers), and eight sparrows (including “probable” Clay-colored, Vesper, and Henslow’s Sparrows and “confirmed” Savannah and Swamp Sparrows).


In late summer, swallows gather in large flocks before migrating, and flights of shorebirds arrive—usually after a cold front has passed through the area. These flights begin in July, peak in August or early September, and continue until October. According to Stull, Stull, and McWilliams, rarities have included godwits, phalaropes, Whimbrel, Red Knot, Buff-breasted and White-rumped Sandpiper, and Willet. Thirty-seven shorebird species have been recorded, all at Presque Isle State Park.


Autumn migration includes vireos, thrushes, blackbirds, and warblers. Terns fly over the lake, and ducks swim in Presque Isle lagoons and on inland waters. Surface feeders arrive in September, while diving ducks begin arriving in October. Wintering birds include Common Loon, Horned Grebe, scoters, Oldsquaw, and very large flocks of Bonaparte’s, Ring-billed, and Herring Gulls. Less common are Glaucous, Iceland, and Little Gulls.


Spring migration is the highlight of the birder’s year in this region. When the wind is from the south, hundreds of birds of prey pass through the region, especially in April. Thirty-six species of warblers have been recorded in May. The birds are most concentrated at Presque Isle State Park.



ERIE


Erie is the county seat of Erie County and the third largest city in Pennsylvania. The population in the 1990 census was 108,718 in the city and 275,572 in Erie County. Industry, agriculture, and shipping are important to the region’s economy, but tourism is well established. In fact, during spring migration, many motels and restaurants fly “Welcome Birders” banners. Although the city boasts more than 3,200 hotel and motel rooms, reservations are essential (and can be difficult to obtain) during mid-May when spring migration is at its peak. Plan trips in advance.


The foremost birding location in the Erie area is a hot spot of national significance: Presque Isle State Park. Other birding locations worth checking are the David M. Roderick Wildlife Reserve, Asbury Woods Nature Center, and Scott Park (Sixth Avenue and Sommerheim Drive). The city also has a zoo.


The public docks at the foot of State Street are locally famous for the hundreds of thousands of gulls that gather in winter to feed on dying Gizzard Shad. Most common are Bonaparte’s Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, and Great Black-backed Gull. Check flocks carefully for Little Gull, Iceland Gull, and Glaucous Gull. These are not found in great numbers, but they have been recorded most years. Less common are Laughing Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Thayer’s Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, and Black-legged Kittiwake.


Asbury Woods Nature Center


Asbury Woods Nature Center, owned by the Millcreek Township School District, is approximately 50 acres of pine forest, oak forest, beech/maple forest, vernal ponds, wetlands, and old fields. The center is located in Millcreek Township, southwest of Erie near the Erie International Airport. From Exit 3 on I-90, drive north on I-79 to US 20. Just west of the airport, turn left onto Asbury Road and continue one-quarter mile past 38th Street. Turn left at the barn.


The center has 2 miles of trails and a quarter-mile boardwalk that is wheelchair-accessible. The trails may be used between dawn and dusk, 7 days a week. Food is not available at the center, and picnicking is not permitted.


A nature center with exhibits of small live animals and seasonal displays is open Monday to Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m., March to November. It closes at 4 p.m. during the winter months. Asbury Woods offers daylong school programs, scout programs, and monthly public programs. Members receive a quarterly newsletter, Woods Talk, and discounts for admission to programs and at the gift shop.


Nineteen warblers have been recorded at the center. Notable breeding birds include Green-backed Heron, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Hooded Warbler. Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Hooded Warbler, and Blue-winged Warblers may nest at Asbury Woods. Check with the center’s staff for the latest information.


Wintering species include Red-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, American Tree Sparrow, and White-Throated Sparrow. Pine Siskin and Evening Grosbeak appear irregularly.


The address is Asbury Woods Nature Center, 4105 Asbury Road, Erie, PA 16506, (814) 835-5336.


Scott Park


Located on the bank overlooking Presque Isle Bay, Scott Park’s habitats include mixed woodlands, ravines, open fields, and bluffs. The park is located on West Sixth Street and Sommerheim Drive, just east of Peninsula Drive.


Erie Zoo


The Erie Zoo, a 15-acre facility located at Exit 7 off I-90, displays 300 animals. There is a fee for admission. The address is Erie Zoo, 423 West 38th Street, Erie, PA 16508, (814) 864-4091.



PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK


Presque Isle State Park, 3,200 acres, is located on a 7-mile-long peninsula adjacent to the city of Erie. To reach the park, drive north on I-79 to Exit 43 and turn left. Drive west on 26th Street for one mile to Peninsula Drive (SR 832). Turn right and drive downhill to the park entrance. Ferry service to the park is available from the Erie Public Dock. Stop at the park office, about a mile past the entrance, to pick up a free checklist, brochure that explains the park’s geology, and map.


The park is located on a sand spit that was created when glacial ice melted and a moraine, now covered by Lake Erie, emerged. As the lake slowly rose, the shoreline migrated, and the combination of winds, currents, and waves acted on glacial deposits and created Presque Isle. Presque Isle has been designated a National Natural Landmark by the National Park Service because of diverse habitats: dune, sand plain, forest, pond, marsh, swamp, and lagoon. The park is a good place to observe the succession from lake to climax forest within two miles. The geologic complexity of the peninsula means that a variety of habitats is available for birds, and its position on Lake Erie makes it an important resting point for birds during both spring and fall migrations. Monarch butterflies also migrate through the park in large numbers in the fall. In addition, the park is a good place to observe unusual plant life. The Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory lists 55 of Presque Isle’s 500 wild plant species as “special concern.” The park is included in the Erie Christmas Bird Count.


Presque Isle State Park is open daily from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. The park does not have campgrounds or cabins, but these are available in the Erie area. Food concessions are operated during the summer months at Beach 6, Beach 11, Pettinato Beach, and Budny Beach. Picnicking is permitted, and pavilions are available for groups. Seasonal mooring leases are offered at a 473-slip marina, and canoes, rowboats, and motorboats may be rented at a watercraft concession on the bay side of the park. Approximately 7 miles of trails wind through a variety of habitats. A 5.8-mile multi-purpose trail from the park entrance to the Perry Monument on Misery Bay is accessible to wheelchairs.


[image: image]


Presque Isle State Park


The park has a visitor center that provides environmental education and interpretive programs. A program brochure is published monthly and is available at the headquarters. One popular interpretive program offered from Memorial Day to Labor Day features a pontoon boat ride through the park’s lagoons. Check at headquarters for a schedule.


A bird banding station is operated by the Stulls on weekends in May and September either behind the park administration building or near the Niagara boat launch area. Visitors are welcome to observe the banding, which provides a good opportunity for close-up study of migrants. Children especially appreciate seeing the birds at such close range.


During migration, any place in the park can be productive, but several spots are birders’ favorites both during migration and year-round. The Old West Boat Livery with its lagoon and cattail and sedge marsh is home to Common Moorhen and Marsh Wren. The Lily Pond (near the park office) is especially good for migrants. The Stulls report that the most common are White-throated Sparrow, Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Magnolia and Yellow-rumped Warbler, Swainson’s Thrush, Yellow and Tennessee Warblers, Black-throated Blue Warbler, and Gray Catbird. The Sidewalk Trail (East Fisher Drive) goes through low bushes that teem with migrants in the spring. It’s very pleasant to see all those warblers without abusing your neck. The east side of Misery Bay with its trees and undergrowth is attractive to Palm, Yellow, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, and Bay-breasted Warblers in May, August, and September. The Thompson Circle-Dead Pond Trail area is a good place to watch raptors migrate in the spring. Take the trails to Niagara Pond to search for Soras, Virginia Rails, and bitterns.


The Pines, an area planted in the 1930s near Budny Beach, is good for Great-horned, Long-eared, and Saw-whet Owls, and Eastern Screech-Owl, especially in winter and spring. Gull Point Sanctuary was designated a bird sanctuary in 1927. It is the best place in western Pennsylvania to see migrant shorebirds and water fowl. Piping Plovers and Common Terns historically nested at Gull Point, and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources is working with the Presque Isle Audubon Society to encourage the return of the birds as nesting species. (Note: A new management plan for the park is being developed. Entrance to portions of the Gull Point Sanctuary may be restricted during the breeding season. Check with the park staff for details.)


Black Terns have nested at Horseshoe Pond and Long Pond in recent years. The species is endangered in Pennsylvania, and birders should take special care not to disturb the birds if sighted.


Other nesting birds in the park include Least Bittern, Green-backed Heron, Virginia Rail, Common Moorhen, Spotted Sandpiper, American Woodcock, Willow Flycatcher, Great Crested Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Warbling Vireo, Black-throated Green Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Savannah Sparrow, and Swamp Sparrow. During August and early September, especially after a storm front has passed through, Gull Point is excellent for shorebirds. Winter visitors to Gull Point have included Snowy Owl and Northern Shrike. A sampling of rarities recorded at Presque Isle State Park includes Brown Pelican, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Marbled Godwit, Swainson’s Warbler, and Summer Tanager.


The park’s address is P.O. Box 8510, Erie, PA 16505, (814) 871-4251.



RODERICK RESERVE (SGL 314)


The David M. Roderick Wildlife Reserve, also known as State Game Lands 314, is 3,131 acres of gently rolling uplands with wetlands, second-growth forests, streams, and steep shoreline bluffs composed of fine clays and silts deposited by the Wisconsin glacier. To reach the reserve, drive west on I-90 to Exit 1. Drive north about a mile on Route 6 to Route 20. Turn left onto Route 20, and drive just over a mile to the intersection with Route 5. You are on the right arm of this “Y” intersection and will make a right turn onto Rudd Road, just past where Route 5 joins Route 20. (This is a bit tricky.) Continue on Rudd Road to a “T” intersection and turn left onto Lake Shore Road (called “Lake Road” on some maps). Drive about 2 miles to the parking lot.


The reserve is open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. Camping is not permitted. There are no picnic tables, but picnicking is allowed. A detailed map is available for $0.50 from the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 2001 Elmerton Ave., Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797. Ask for SGL #314.
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