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  What if Great Britain were at war. Where would you go?




  If the bombs had torn most of London, most of Britain, to ruins? If the house that you and your family live in had holes in the walls, all the windows broken, the roof rent

  off? Winter is nearing, the heating doesn’t work, and the rain gushes straight in. You can only stay in the basement. Your mother has bronchitis and yet another bout of pneumonia on its way.

  Your older brother has lost three fingers on his left hand in an episode with a mine. He supports the Militia against the wishes of your parents. Your little sister has been wounded by grenade

  splinters and lies in a hospital with no equipment. Your grandparents died when a bomb struck their nursing home.




  You yourself are still well and sound, but scared. Morning, midday, evening, night. You shudder every time the missiles whirl off far away, every time you see a glimmer of

  light on the horizon, not knowing if this time the missile is headed for you. You shudder every time the explosions sound. How many of your friends were struck this time?




  The water pipes were blown up long ago. Every day you and your brother have to walk with two buckets each, through the streets and across Trafalgar Square to the public water

  truck. You have to run very fast across the square. Snipers hide in some of the buildings. Danes and Norwegians who have lived in Britain long enough to be mistaken for Britons. Not long enough to

  feel like one of us when war rages and the definition of friend and fiend resides in nationhood.
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  Worse than the fear is the hunger. Worst of all is the cold. You’re cold all the time. And it’s still only early November. You don’t know how you’re

  going to get through the winter. The doctor says that your mother won’t survive another winter in the cellar. He can’t help you find a better place, though. There are too many others

  who won’t make it through another cold season in a cellar.
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  Your best friend has disappeared. His father was a Member of Parliament. In the new world, parliamentarians have no place. Democracy led to the European Union and the

  European Union has broken down. That’s what they say. In the new world no one is allowed to call for democracy.
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  The father succeeded in getting out of the country. The family was supposed to follow. They didn’t. Three days after the father left, the new Britification Police came for

  your friend and his little brother. The little brother showed up eight days later with one eye missing and strange movements of the head. He sits in a corner and nods all the time and says, I know

  nothing, I know nothing. The mother walks around the street, begging for food, asking for her eldest son even though rumours have it that he is dead. She can’t leave as long as one son is

  missing. She can’t leave no matter what: the country that has welcomed her husband doesn’t believe in family reunification. She isn’t personally persecuted, she can’t get

  asylum.
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