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To my husband Stephen,
I'm so glad you chose to walk the long path with me.
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VISITOR INFORMATION


For many years the Freedom Trail in Boston was a concept without a name. In 1950 a Boston newspaperman, William G. Schofield, came to the realization that the greatest number of sites sacred to the beginnings of our republic anywhere in the United States were located in Boston, and moreover they were all within easy walking distance of one another. He decided something should be done to somehow mark a pathway to each site. His actions, with some help from others, resulted in what is now known as the Freedom Trail. For a complete history on how it happened, be sure to visit the Freedom Trail Foundation's website at www.thefreedomtrail.org.


Today, the Freedom Trail is one of the most popular walking tours in America. It covers 2.5 miles and is easy to follow if you pay attention. The path is marked by painted red lines or red bricks set into the pavement, and there are also signs along the way. You'll have to be on the lookout for the next site as you follow along. This book includes a chapter on each of the official sites, as well as sidebars on influential and colorful players of the time. This new edition also includes suggested Side Trips to nearby historic attractions that don't stray too far from the red line, as well as Pit Stops, points of interest where you might want to take a break from the proceedings and shop or grab a bite to eat.
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Many of the sites along the Trail are free and allow you to stop, visit, and explore, while the three museums along the Trail—the Old South Meeting House, the Old State House, and the Paul Revere House—all charge admission. A discounted, combined admission to the Old South Meeting House and Paul Revere House is available in the form of a Patriots’ Pass, which can be purchased online at www.paulreverehouse.org/trail or http://store.thefreedomtrail.org/freedomtrailitems.aspx but can also be purchased at the Old South Meeting House. If your trip is in less than two weeks, it is recommended that you purchase the tickets once you hit town as opposed to online.




Brave the Cold


Don't assume that the Freedom Trail can only be enjoyed in the warm weather. Winter is an excellent time to see the sights—without the crowds. Keep in mind, though, that the frequency of tours is reduced to once daily from December through March, and they leave from the Common only.





Seven of the sites along the Trail fall inside the Boston National Historic Park and are well staffed by Park Service Rangers. These sites include Old South Meeting House, the Old State House, Faneuil Hall, the Paul Revere House, Old North Church, USS Constitution (not the museum, though), and Bunker Monument and Museum. The National Park Service plays a large part in preserving these sites.


Wear Comfortable Shoes


Bear in mind that the Freedom Trail is a walking tour; do not attempt to drive it. Much of the Trail meanders through the twisting and curved, sometimes cobblestoned, streets that are the original paths and byways established by the first colonists, and many parts of the Trail are not accessible by car. The best way to see everything is to walk, but keep in mind that the Trail is not a loop. While you can start anywhere along the Trail, you will not eventually end up where you started unless you backtrack. If you don't wish to retrace your steps, either park a car at both ends, grab the ferry across the harbor, jump on the T, or navigate a shortcut back to your parking spot. The most convenient and logical starting points and parking areas are under Boston Common or near USS Constitution in Charlestown; however, there are lots of other choices in between.


Many people complete the entire walk in one day, but just as many say they wish they had split it into two days to lessen the amount of walking, especially if you want to stop and explore the buildings or stop for a bite to eat at the numerous restaurants along the Trail. History, after all, wasn't made in just one day!


Tours


The Freedom Trail Foundation offers a variety of tours for those who don't wish to go it alone. These tours are conducted by period-costumed guides who will not only transport you to all the sites but also back in history. You can choose one (or more) tours based on your area or areas of interest. During the peak season (Apr through Nov), these tours leave from a variety of starting points, depending on their focus. In the off-season (Dec through Mar), there is one daily tour at 12 p.m. that departs from the Visitor Center on the Common, however, it is subject to weather-related cancellation, so it's best to call ahead to be sure it's still on. There is a charge for these tours. For more information or to buy tickets, visit www.thefreedomtrail.org and click on “walking tours.”


If you decide to forego a guided tour, consider downloading one of the multiple apps available online, or purchase the Foundation's audio file that can be downloaded as an MP3 file for your own player or played on an audio player available at the Visitor Center on the Common. These offer some great info on the places you'll see, and you can even listen to it on the way to Boston so you can be ready for what you're about to discover. (You'll need Internet access, however, to listen.)




Handicapped Accessibility


While the Foundation strives to keep as much as possible of the Trail wheelchair-accessible, some sites are not due to the age of the building and historical preservation restrictions. Also, the Trail has numerous hills and some long stretches between sites. We have indicated which sites included in the book have partial or complete accessibility and the best ways to find it, but we highly recommend that you call ahead before your travels to get details for your specific needs.





The National Park Service also offers tours along the Trail, and those are free. These 90-minute tours are offered weather permitting and depart from the Boston National Historical Park Visitor Center (located behind the Old State House, 15 State St.). Because reservations are not accepted (except for groups of 10 or more) and tours can fill up quickly (each is limited to 30 people), you'll want to arrive a good half hour before the scheduled tour time to receive a sticker from the Park ranger, which will ensure your spot on the tour. Tours start at 2 p.m. on weekdays, and 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on weekends from mid-to late Apr through mid-to late June, and Sept 1 through Nov. From June 21 through Aug 31, tours run daily at 10 a.m., 2 and 3 p.m. For more information call (617) 242-5642 or visit www.nps.gov/bost/planyourvisit/guidedtours.htm.


If you prefer to ride, there are trolley tours, but these are unofficial and may not take you to all the sites along the Trail. For information on these tours, visit www.trolleytours.com/boston/freedom-trail.asp.


Getting There


If you plan on driving into Boston, you're going to have to find a place to park, which can be expensive. You have choices, though. If you have planned on starting your tour of the Trail at the Commons, then the logical choice is the Boston Common Garage, located under Boston Common. (Cool, huh?) Weekday rates here range from $8 (for an hour; you'll need more to explore the Trail) to $27 (for twenty-four hours, you won't need that long!). But, weekend rates are cheaper at $11 per day. Entrance to the Boston Common Garage is from Charles Street, which heads north (one-way) between the Common and the Public Garden. Look for the red, white, and blue Boston Common sign with a big P on it. Once you “pahhk your cahh,” take the elevator up to the ground level and head to one of the four handicapped-accessible kiosks that provide otherwise invisible pedestrian access to the garage. You should find yourself on the Charles Street/Beacon Street corner of the Common. Be sure to note which kiosk you emerged from so you will know how to return and find your car! The garage is open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays and from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat and Sun. For more information, including driving directions, visit www.mccahome.com/bcg.html or call (617) 954-2098 or (617) 954-2096 (automated).




So Close


You know those signs you see on the highway telling you how close to Boston you are? They actually measure the distance to the dome on the State House, not the distance to the city limits.







If you'd rather start your trek from the north end of the Trail, you could consider parking in the Charlestown Navy Yard near USS Constitution, where there are a limited number of parking spaces available. If you don't luck out with one of those, and you most likely will not find on-street parking, you can check out other commercial parking garages in the area. A good website for information on these is www.boston-discovery-guide.com/boston-parking-garages-near-north-end.html.


If you weren't lucky enough to get close to the Trail, don't worry. Boston is equipped with an efficient public transportation system. Buses operate along the route of the Freedom Trail about every 10 to 15 minutes, 7 days a week, generally from 6 a.m. to midnight. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority's (MBTA) website provides information about which station is nearest to each of the sites as well as schedules, routes, and fares. Information is also available by calling (800) 392-6100.


Bus fare ranges from $1.25 to $1.50 for adults; children 11 and younger ride free with an adult. Subway fare runs from $1.70 to $2 per person. Many stations and the information booth on Boston Common display free subway maps. Visitor passes, which cost $9 per person for one day and $15 per person for 7 days, give you unlimited rides. It's easy, and there's usually someone there to give you a hand in figuring out what you need and where you want to go.


The CharlieCard can be purchased at Back Bay Station and at Downtown Crossing Station on non-holiday weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. There are a variety of programs for seniors, handicapped, and student riders. For more information call (617) 222-5976, (617) 222-5854 (TTY), or (800) 543-8287 or visit www.mbta.com.


The MBTA strives to have all their buses and stations wheelchair accessible, in fact their website claims that they hope to become the “global benchmark” for accessible public transportation. For more information visit www.mbta.com/riding_the_t/accessible_services/default.asp?id=16901, or call the numbers listed earlier.


That should be everything you need to know to have a successful trip. If you bring this book along, you'll get a good dose of the local history that you'll be seeing along the Trail and gain some insight into what life was like “back then.” Good luck and happy history hunting!




BOSTON COMMON


Bounded by Park, Tremont, Boylston, Charles, and Beacon Streets


There's nothing common about Boston Common, America's oldest public park. Set on more than 44 acres south of the Charles River and west of Boston Harbor, the Common is the southern point of the Freedom Trail.


The Common itself has seen more than 377 years of history since it was purchased by Puritan settlers and its land set aside for such important public uses as pasturage for goats and cows and for public punishment and executions.


The Common's central location made it the focal point of the town. Often the place for public meetings, punishments, and celebrations, if it was happening, it was probably happening on the Common. The Puritans especially seem to have a preference for humiliation and ridicule as a means of enforcing their unyielding laws as evidenced in their public punishments. For thievery, those caught could be branded, or whipped if caught twice. For a third offense the punishment was death by hanging in the public gallows.


Some of the unfortunate citizens who met their punishment on the Common included William Robinson, Marmaduke Stevenson, William Leddra, and Mary Dyer, who were convicted of being Quakers and launched into eternity by hanging. Those of Quaker belief were not welcome in Massachusetts and were banished from the colony. If they chose to return, the penalty was death by hanging. The Quakers were peaceful people who believed that divine revelation came from within, not from ordained leaders. They taught that worship was through silent prayer, not preaching. They did not believe in music or art. They did not believe in war.


Mary Dyer was a woman of such faith. Born in 1611, Dyer was an English Puritan who eventually came to embrace the Quaker faith. She supported Anne Hutchinson (see sidebar in the Old Corner Bookstore chapter on p. 43), and together they defied Puritan law and organized Bible study groups to further their idea that one didn't need to consult a clergyman to hear God, but that God spoke directly to an individual and he or she only had to listen. In the late 1630s, Dyer left along with Hutchinson who had been banished from the colony. Settling in Rhode Island, she traveled with her husband to England, where she first heard Quaker founder George Fox speak. So moved was she by the ideology that she herself became a Quaker preacher. Remaining in England until the late 1650s, Dyer then returned to Boston to protest laws that persecuted Quakers. At one point, William Robinson and Marmaduke Stephenson were arrested in Boston for heresy after having been previously banished from the colony. Dyer went to visit her friends and was also arrested (she, too, had been previously told not to return to the colony). The three were sentenced to death. This time, Robinson and Stephenson were hanged, but Dyer received a last-minute reprieve and was set free with the condition that she leave Boston for good.
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