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Stolen Apples

It was a Monday afternoon and school had just let out in Pine Needle Grove. Sophie Mouse and her little brother, Winston, ran together to their mother’s bakery.

They knew that right around this time, Mrs. Mouse would have just baked something delicious. They also knew that she would let them try it!
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And they were right. Mrs. Mouse gave a warm apple fritter to both Sophie and Winston.

“Thank you kids for coming to help out today,” Mrs. Mouse told them. “There’s always so much to do to get ready for winter!”

Every fall Mrs. Mouse stocked up on ingredients to bake with over the winter. Already she had canned her summer fruits: strawberries, blueberries, peaches, and plums.
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But she still had lots of autumn fruits and vegetables to preserve: apples and pears, cranberries and beets, pumpkins and pomegranates. So she had asked Sophie and Winston for help. They could wash and peel and get everything ready.
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“Can we come every day this week?” Winston asked, taking a bite of fritter.

Sophie smiled. She could guess why her brother wanted to come to the bakery every day!

“That would be a huge help,” Mrs. Mouse said, winking at Sophie.
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So every day that week, Sophie and Winston hurried to the bakery just as soon as school let out.

Before they got to work, they’d sit on stools at the counter. Mrs. Mouse would serve them a treat fresh from the oven. And Sophie and Winston would tell her about their day.

On Tuesday, Mrs. Mouse made cranberry tarts. Sophie nibbled as she explained that her day was okay.

“It was supposed to be library day,” Sophie said. “But Mrs. Wise said the library is closed. It needs some kind of ‘emergency fix-up.’”
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“Hmm,” said Mrs. Mouse. “I hadn’t heard. I wonder what happened.”

On Wednesday, Mrs. Mouse served up pumpkin spice scones.
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Meanwhile, Winston gabbed about the secret code he and his friend James were making up and a strange rustling he’d heard in the woods near the school. Sophie told Winston he was probably just imagining it.

On Thursday, Mrs. Mouse gave Sophie and Winston cinnamon doughnuts.

“Tomorrow is Apple Math Day!” Winston announced to his mother.

“We each bring in a couple of apples,” explained Sophie. “We’ll sort them by color. We’ll graph how many there are of each color. And then we’ll taste them all!”
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On Friday, Sophie and Winston arrived later than usual.

They plopped down into the stools. Their shoulders drooped.

Sophie looked down at the plate Mrs. Mouse had put out for them. On it were two pastries.
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“They’re called bear claws,” said Mrs. Mouse. “It’s a brand-new recipe.”

The pastries did have the same shape as bear paw prints.
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