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CHAPTER 1 GOING ON A PIZZA HUNT


Have you ever wanted to eat something so badly, you couldn’t think about anything else?

Now you might be wondering: Don’t rats feel that way about every kind of food?

And you would be correct. I like to eat pretty much everything.

But it doesn’t mean I like all food the same amount.

Imagine there’s a great big chocolate cake sitting on a table. It has swirly frosting on the outside, moist yellow cake on the inside, and it’s covered all over in sparkly sprinkles.
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Then imagine this: under the table, there’s a slice of old pizza. It’s fallen cheese-side down. The pepperoni is cold. Who knows how long it’s been there, but it’s starting to stink.

Both foods would be tasty. But only one of them would make my fur stand on end and my whiskers go zing with attention.

I mean, who would EVER choose cake over stinky pizza?

Mmm. PIZZA. It’s my favorite food. In fact, it was exactly what I wanted right now.
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I gazed up at the old pizza menu hanging inside my house. Way back when, this building used to be a pizza parlor. If only it could cook up some fresh pies for me now!

My younger sister, Anchovy, and I scurried out into the night to search for pizza.
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We checked the trash can closest to our home. Nothing.

We checked the second closest trash can. And the third closest. But no luck.
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“Where’s the pizza, Ratnip?” Anchovy whined.
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We live in The City, where there are food scraps everywhere you look. Partially eaten pretzels, hot dog buns, peanuts, ice cream cones, soda… the list goes on and on.

So how was it possible that we couldn’t find any pizza?

“I have an idea,” I said. “Let’s go to Nonna Pizzeria!”

Nonna Pizzeria is the one place that, without fail, always has pizza.

“But what if the humans are still awake?” Anchovy asked.

You probably don’t need to be told that humans and rats prefer to steer clear of each other.
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I mean, humans don’t even have tails! What’s up with that?

It’s usually easy enough to avoid humans. That’s because most of them go to sleep at night when we rats are awake.

At Nonna Pizzeria, though, some humans stay up and eat pizza way into the night.

That was why we usually stay away from Nonna, even when the pizza craving strikes.

[image: Image]

But here’s a RAT FACT: When a rat really REALLY wants pizza, he’s willing to risk anything.

Even running into humans!
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CHAPTER 2 NOT EVEN A CRUST


As Anchovy and I reached Nonna Pizzeria, we slipped into the shadows.

“Follow me,” I whispered, on high alert for humans.

But as we tiptoed closer, it became clear something was terribly wrong.

The restaurant was dark.

Not a single human was in sight.

And our twitching noses smelled… no pizza.

“Nonna is closed tonight!” I wailed.

It was official. We were in the middle of a citywide pizza shortage!
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As we trudged home with empty tummies, we passed by a trash can we hadn’t checked yet. So we climbed up and dove in.

“Ooh, look!” I said, holding up a paper clip with a stripey design. I had many paper clips in my treasure collection back at home, but none that were stripey.

“Ratnip!” Anchovy said. “Now isn’t the time for your treasure hunting.”
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