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  WARNING: CLIMBING IS A SPORT WHERE YOU MAY BE SERIOUSLY INJURED OR DIE.




  READ THIS BEFORE YOU USE THIS BOOK.




  This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot assure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading and it is impossible for any one author to climb all the routes to confirm the information about each route. Also, ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability; confidence and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally; climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route out of fear of being ridiculed if a climb is later down-rated by subsequent ascents. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




  You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




  The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




  1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area and we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




  2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




  3. Fixed Protection: Many of the routes in this book use bolts and pitons which are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend for your safety on a single piece of fixed protection because you never can tell whether it will hold weight, and in some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now absent.




  Be aware of the following specific potential hazards which could arise in using this book:




  1. Misdescriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where the route may go, you should not go on unless you are sure that you can go that way safely Route descriptions and topos in this book may be inaccurate or misleading.




  2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route may in fact, be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




  3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route is not an "X" or an "R" rating. Every route is potentially an "X" (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing – including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment. 




  THERE ARE NO WARRANTIES, WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THIS GUIDEBOOK IS ACCURATE OR THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT IS RELIABLE. THERE ARE NO WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THAT THIS GUIDE IS MERCHANTABLE. YOUR USE OF THIS BOOK INDICATES YOUR ASSUMPTION OF THE RISK THAT IT MAY CONTAIN ERRORS AND IS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF YOUR OWN SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR CLIMBING SAFETY.







   
[image: frn_fig_003]

 



  Copyright © 1995 by Todd Swain.




  Previously published by Falcon Publishing, Inc.




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or by the publisher.




  Falcon, FalconGuides, and Chockstone are registered trademarks of Rowman & Littlefield.




  Cover photo by Michael S. Miller




  Front cover: Dan Teng on Foops, Sky Top.




  Back cover: French Connection, the second pitch of The Zone, The Trapps.




  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available




  ISBN 978-0-7627-3836-6




  Manufactured in the United States of America




  Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK








   To buy books in quantity for corporate use
 or incentives, call (800) 962”0973
 or e-mail premiums@GlobePequot.co.




   








  
Preface





  




  With this third edition of The Gunks Guide I have again tried to fix previous mistakes without making any further ones. All of the new routes and variations that were reported to me since 1990 have been included in this updated edition. Ivan Rezucha has been my most important correspondent, providing me with page after page of corrections, additions, and comments. This guidebook would not be anywhere near as complete and accurate if it weren’t for Ivan’s untiring help.




  I also want to thank John Thackray, who has revised and updated his climbing history of the area. While this is only a brief treatise, it will provide you with a good overview of the important climbs and climbers in Shawangunk history. For those interested in trivia as well as the history of the area, I have prepared a new group of trivia questions. Unlike the previous two guides, I have included the answers in this edition (no cheating).




  Once again, George Meyers and the staff at Chockstone Press are responsible for the layout and publishing of this guidebook. Without their skills, the information I had amassed would still be in my Powerbook.




  Because of their significant help with the last two editions (upon which this third edition is based), I would again like to thank the following people: Joe Bridges, Mike Dimitri, Mike Freeman, Rich Gottlieb, Jeff Gruenberg, Annie O’Neill, Ivan Rezucha, Sue Rogers, Dave Saball, Andy and Randy Schenkel, Thom Scheuer, Donette Smith, Mike Steele, Iza Trapani, Paul Trapani, and Dick Williams.











  To Earl and Gail Swain




  Who have good-naturedly supported my climbing endeavors despite their unflagging mystification.
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  Earl Swain, age 68, on his first climb, Easy Overhang 5.2, May 1994
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  Ivan Rezucha on Twisted Sister 5.8+




  



  Introduction
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  Shawangunk rockclimbing guides have always limited descriptions to the four major cliffs in the area—The Trapps, Near Trapps, Millbrook, and Sky Top, and this edition of The Gunks Guide is no exception. Numerous other crags will be found in the vicinity but due to long-standing local tradition, these do not appear in any guide.




  If you have never visited the Gunks, you are in for a treat. The rock is generally excellent, and there are a multitude of classic routes from 5.1 to 5.13. Enjoy the area, and please help preserve it for future generations.




  The Shawangunk Ridge (pronounced Shon-gum) is located just 90 miles north of New York City in Ulster County New York—eight miles west of New Paltz. While only a short distance from millions of people, the area is surprisingly unspoiled. The cliffs provide wonderful views, while the numerous carriage roads and trails lead to solitude and frequent sightings of wildlife.




  The best time to visit the Gunks is in the fall. The seasons run something like this: September, October, and early November is cool and less humid (55°-75°). While this is peak visitation time for the area, the beautiful colors of fall foliage tend to compensate for the circus-like atmosphere. Try to avoid weekends during this time if at all possible. By mid-November the weather turns too cold to climb comfortably While the winters are cold (0°-40°), there is only enough snow to cross-country ski about five weekends out of the season. The spring climbing season begins in mid-March and runs until the end of May Spring brings warmer weather (55°-75°), as well as fantastic displays of mountain laurel, shadbush, and wildflowers. The sununers are hot and humid (80°-95°). While it’s rarely too hot to climb, the humidity makes climbing somewhat unpleasant.




  Since this is a wilderness area, there are some nasties to look out for. During the warmer months wasps are active and nest under overhangs on the cliffs. Climber traffic usually keeps the classic routes wasp-free, but caution should be used. Snakes are somewhat common in the area. While the majority are harmless, there have been climbers bitten by the poisonous copperhead while on climbs. Ticks may be found in the area, and may be carrying Lyme disease. Mosquitoes and black flies will be encountered in the spring, but can easily be controlled with insect repellent. The Mohonk Preserve rangers and staff can answer any natural history questions you may have, and the Preserve also publishes books and brochures about the area.




  The Land and Its Owners




  First-time visitors are amazed at how unspoiled the area is. This is primarily due to the foresight of the Smiley family In the mid-1800s, members of the Smiley family first visited the New Paltz area in search of land to build a family summer house on. They were directed to the Stokes Tavern on Mohonk Lake, which they purchased soon afterwards.




  Over the next fifty years the Smileys acquired thousands of acres of land along the ridge, stretching as far south as Kerhonkson and Ellenville. It was during this time of expansion that the extensive network of carriage roads was built (Undercliff Road was built in 1903, Overcliff in 1931). By the late 1950s, the family members operating the Mohonk Mountain House could not justify maintaining the enormous areas of land that they had purchased.




  In the early 1960s members of the Smiley family and friends of the Mohonk Mountain House founded a non-profit land preserve to manage the wilderness that they had purchased along the ridge. The Mohonk Trust was formed in 1963, with the purpose of acquiring lands formerly owned by the Mohonk Mountain House. The Trust considered the protection of the now famous Gunks climbing area a high priority




  Today, the Trust is known as Mohonk Preserve, Inc., and manages over 6,000 acres on the Shawangunk Ridge. It is a completely separate entity from the Mohonk Mountain House (officially known as Smiley Brothers Inc.), and is host to nearly 100,000 visitors each year. In addition, the Preserve has over 18 miles of carriage roads and 26 miles of hiking trails. The Mohonk Mountain House owns and regulates Sky Top, and they have a set of regulations that differ slightly from those that govern the cliffs on Preserve land.
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  The Mohonk Mountain House




  The protection of the Gunks and the whole Shawangunk Ridge as a major climbing area and as open space is still a high priority of the Preserve. Only with your help and cooperation can climbing continue. With increased use of the land, erosion, trash, and overcrowding are becoming bigger problems. Since 1958, in order to generate funds to pay for maintenance and protection of the Preserve as a natural, open space available to the public on a daily basis, payment of a day use fee is charged, or annual membership has been required. Climbing, running, biking, skiing, hiking, deer hunting, et cetera are all considered compatible uses of the land. The day fee is collected by Preserve rangers while on patrol, or there is a self-service fee collector with envelopes on the east side of Trapps Bridge (the steel bridge over Route 44–55). To obtain membership information, trail maps, copies of the climbing instruction policy or other information, please write to Mohonk Preserve, Mohonk Lake, 1000 Mountain Rest Road, New Paltz, NY, 12561 (Telephone: 914-255-0919), or visit its headquarters just below the Mountain House Gatehouse (see map on pages x and xi).




  The Mohonk Preserve and the Mohonk Mountain House (which owns about 2000 acres, including Sky Top) have a reciprocal arrangement whereby climbers, hikers, bikers and such are allowed use of the lands of the Mountain House without paying an additional fee (as long as they abide by the rules and regulations of the Mountain House). These include, but are not limited to the following:




  1) The hotel and all its facilities are reserved for hotel guests. Day visitors are not allowed in the hotel or use of Mohonk Lake.




   2) Dogs are not allowed on hotel grounds, and must be leashed at all times on Preserve land.




   3) Bicycles are restricted around Sky Top and the Mountain House. There are “No Biking” signs posted at most carriage road intersections indicating where bicycles are allowed and where they are restricted. Bikes may only be ridden on carriage roads, not trails, and must now have a permit to be ridden on Preserve land.




   4) Climbers entering at the Mohonk Gatehouse must have an annual membership, otherwise they will be required to pay the daily fee charged by the Mountain House. Annual members will still have to pay $1 per person to park at the Gatehouse parking lot. A day pass bought from one of the Preserve rangers is not adequate to enter via the Gatehouse, unless on foot.




   5) Climbers should not expose their climbing gear while hiking to and from Sky Top on Hotel lands, as climbing is not officially sanctioned by the Hotel.




  6) Climbers are required to wear shirts, and refrain from loud, abusive, and/or obscene language while climbing at Sky Top.




 7) From Memorial Day to Columbus Day; on Friday; Saturday; and Sunday no climbing is allowed to the left (west) of The Crevice. This includes Foops and Sound and Fury.




   8) The Crevice is not to be used as a descent route during the above times.




   9) No climbing instruction or guiding is allowed on Mountain House lands.




  Remember, The Mountain House is in business to please hotel guests, not climbers. Climbing at Sky Top is a very special privilege and unless the Mountain House rules are adhered to, that privilege could be withdrawn at any time. Please do not be the person that causes Sky Top to be closed to climbing.




  The Mohonk Preserve also has policies that affect climbers. These include but are not limited to:




  

     

  Mohonk Preserve, Inc. does not maintain the rocks, cliffs, or other natural features of the terrain, does not provide supervision or instruction, is not responsible for the condition of the terrain or the acts of persons who may be on Mohonk Preserve property and has not placed or maintained climbing or safety aids on or about the cliffs (for example, bolts, pitons, and rappel slings and rings) and is not responsible for the placement of maintenance of such devices by others.




  




  1) No new bolts or pitons may be placed, except to replace those installed prior to November, 1986. When replacing a bolt, every effort must be made to use the existing hole. (This is best left to the local climbing community;)




   2) Chipping or improving holds is forbidden, as is rock trundling.




   3) Cutting or removing trees is forbidden.




   4) Climbing and/or rappelling instruction or guiding is regulated in New York State, and even more strictly controlled on Preserve land. On the Preserve this includes scout groups, schools, college groups, camps, church groups, professional guides, et cetera. Any group planning to instruct climbing on the Preserve needs to contact the Preserve prior to their trip. A copy of the guiding policy can be obtained from the Preserve at the address above.




   5) The Preserve recommends the use of natural colored webbing when left as retreat or rappel slings.




   6) It is also recommended that if chalk is used, it is of a color natural to the area.




   7) Dogs are required to be on a leash at all times.




   8) Glass containers are not allowed on the Preserve.




   9) Radios are not permitted, unless used with earphones.




   10) Bicycles may only be ridden on carriage roads, and bikers should observe the “No Biking” signs. All bikes must now be registered with the Preserve.




   11) Fires and high impact camping are not allowed on the Preserve or Hotel grounds. See the section “Where to Sleep” for details.




  After reading through all of these rules and regulations, it may appear that the Gunks is run like a police state. This is far from the truth. The important thing to remember is that without the Preserve there would be no climbing. The Preserve’s mission is to protect a unique mountain ecosystem for future generations, as well as allow compatible and appropriate public visitation at present. Please cooperate with the Preserve rangers!




  The Shawangunks is blessed to have such an enlightened steward. Many of the nation’s climbing areas are not so fortunate. The Access Committee of the American Alpine Club was formed to help mitigate disputes that threaten access to good climbing. They can negotiate, organize, and even litigate closures of climbing areas. In addition, should litigation fail, what is now called the Access Fund provides funds to purchase or preserve problem areas. Your tax deductible contribution to the Access Fund is a concrete way of giving something back to climbing and making a real difference in the effort to save the rich diversity of climbing resources throughout the United States. To contact The Access Fund or to send your donation (of any amount) they can be reached at The Access Fund; Post Office Box 17010; Boulder, Colorado 80308.




  The Friends of the Shawangunks is a not-for-profit corporation working for open space preservation in the Shawangunk Mountains. They are not a climbers’ organization but are interested in maintaining public access for all sensitive outdoor enthusiasts. They welcome members and contributions and can be reached at: Friends of the Shawangunks, Post Office Box 177, Accord NY 12404.




  The Gunks: A History




  by john Thackray




  Aspects and fragments of history are everywhere at the Gunks—in the names of climbs that speak to the history of pop music, soap operas, books and film; the 50-year-old soft iron pitons on many classics; the ancient Senior Ranger who has seen five or six generations of climbers pass by. There are in fact many histories of the Gunks: first ascents, gear, access, ethics, guidebooks, etiquette, et cetera. What follows is one old timer’s scatter-shot impressions of a few highlights.




  Prehistory




  Long before there was technical climbing on these cliffs, guests at Minnewaska and Mohonk House—two popular grand resorts built at the end of the last century—rambled and scrambled up a few breaks in the seven miles of vertical cliffs. Locals from New Paltz did likewise, without leaving any record or indeed imagining their deeds had significance. These were aesthetes, not climbers. All they sought were sublime views and inspiring “prospects.”




  The Patriarchs




  Seven years after New Hampshire’s Cannon, White Horse and Cathedral Crags were first climbed with roped techniques imported from the Alps, the Gunks was discovered by technical climbers. One clear spring day in 1935, a group of New Yorkers climbing Breakneck Ridge, which rises on the flanks of the Hudson River, looked north and saw a band of white cliffs.




  One of these gazers was the German émigré Fritz Wiessner. The following weekend he arrived at the base of Millbrook, and with characteristic boldness, put up a fine line now called Old Route. In 1940, another first-rate European climber arrived on the scene, Hans Kraus, an orthopedist with experience in the Dolomites which then had the most advanced rock climbing standards in the world. Kraus put up the first route in the then highly-vegetated Trapps, Northern Pillar. The following year Wiessner and Kraus free-climbed High Exposure, one of the jewels of the Gunks, placing only three pitons on the upper pitch. With other seconds, Wiessner and Kraus put in new routes for almost a decade. Both climbed to a high standard well past middle age.




  Old Styles




  The pioneers of the forties set a style that was to last roughly thirty years. They viewed the crags as fragments of major mountains that had magically landed in the rolling woodland of Ulster County They dressed as for the mountains, in climbing breeches and sweaters, parkas and stiff soled heavy boots. They tied on with bowlines around the waist. Typically they left their packs at the entrance to the cliffs and climbed always from the bottom to the top, then walked the crest back to the starting point. A bona fide new route had to reach the cliff top.




  Appies’ Ascendance




  Until the mid-sixties, most climbers not affiliated with the few college outing clubs, climbed with the rock climbing section of the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC), known throughout New England as “Appies.” Ostensibly for reasons of safety, the AMC imposed a strict behavior code. All leaders had to be “certified” route by route. Seconds too. Every climbing party had to sign out and sign back in with the club. When a few climbers tried to operate independently, the club unsuccessfully petitioned the cliff’s landowners to banish them. Although the Gunk’s Appies were on the wrong side of history, they selflessly ran an excellent introduction to rock climbing program which set hundreds of beginning climbers on the right path.




  Vulgarian’s Arise




  Ever hear that quote about the sixties? “If you remember it then you weren’t there.” It fits those legendary rock children of the Gunks in the sixties. Who and what were The Vulgarians is lost in the mist of time and the haze of cannabis, hallucinogens and hangovers. The Vulgarians’ posture was one of outrageousness at any price. Inevitably it became their historic mission to liberate the Gunks for the Appies’ uptightness.




  Among the tribe were a handful of exceptional climbers like Jim McCarthy and Richard Goldstone who led a surge in standards and new route activity But it was The Vulgarians’ strident unconventionality that attracted the first Western visitors and for which they are best remembered. Two relics of that time are a poster of Dick Williams climbing Shockley’s Ceiling nude, and Elaine Mathews topless with climbing rack on the glossy cover of The Vulgarian Digest, a short-lived but remarkably good magazine. The Vulgarian phenomenon was something you had to be there for—without the context of the sixties, much of their behavior looks juvenile or, worse, offensive (which is why some of their routes named after reproductive organs have fallen to revisionism).




  Guidebooks




  In pioneering days climbers carried mimeographed sheets of the few dozen classics. In 1964, A Climber’s Guide to the Shawangunks by Arthur Gran, containing 249 routes, was co-published by the American Alpine Club (AAC) and the AMC. For the time it was one of the finest guides in the country being the first to use aerial photographs of a crag. It also set a pattern followed by all subsequent guidebook authors of describing climbs on the four largest cliffs only Information on Lost City, Bonticou, Bayards and other outlying cliffs was (and remains) with the grapevine. TWo successive Gunks guidebooks were published by the AAC (1972 and 1980), written by Richard Williams, one of the preeminent new route setters in the history of the cliff.




  To keep abreast of the flurry of new route activity in the early eighties, locals used loose-leaf supplements privately published by Ivan Rezucha. In 1986, Todd Swain privately published The Gunks Guide, which documented 881 routes and introduced to the area the three-star quality rating and the G-PG-R-X protection rating—a standard ever since. A second edition of The Gunks Guide was brought out by Chockstone in 1990. In 1991 Williams’ new version appeared, again under the escutcheon of the AAC, the three-volume Shawangunk Rock Climbs. The Gunks thus became one of the few cliffs in the U.S. with rival guidebooks in print.




  Local Heroes




  Richard Goldstone used to say; “Wanna know how tough Jim McCarthy was? Try Tough Shift.” Much of the enjoyment of a “traditional” area like the Gunks is the connection it offers with the legends of the past, their style, their ethics, and the routes that defined each new generation. In this limited space there is room for mentioning only a sprinkling of local heroes. After the Vulgarian heyday, a strong new wave was led by John Stannard who free climbed the great Foops roof in 1967, not repeated until Herny Barber six years later. Stannard’s achievements were based on an ascetic’s attitude towards intoxicants and in a mid-week training schedule that was far more demanding than customary. His one-time protégés Herny Barber, Steve Wunch and John Bragg evolved into climbers every bit as good. Other notables in the next new-route surge were Kevin Bein, Rich Perch, Russ Raffa, Mark Robinson, Mike Sawicky; Mike Freeman, Rich Romano, Todd Swain, Ivan, Rezucha, Russ Clune, Jack Mileski and Jeff Gruenberg, Jim Damon, Hugh Herr, and Lynn Hill, who would eventually leave the Gunks to become the world champion in competition climbing. Scott Franklin, Al Diamond, Jordan Mills and Jeff Morris were not the last to put in good lines, but by the midto late-eighties the amount of virgin and protectable rock was clearly scarce.




  Gunslingers




  The first wave of Western climbers trying out the Gunks included Layton Kor, Royal Robbins, Yvon Chouinard, Steve Roper and later Ron Kauk, who made the second ascent of Wunch’s Supercrack. They left impressed by the exposure and difficulties and severe grading. The next wave of gunslingers was not so overawed. It included the Australian Kim Carrigan, Brits Peter O’Donovan and Jerry Moffatt, German Wolfgang Gullich and French star Patrick Edlinger. After their fairly easy triumphs on Gunks’ testpieces, locals concluded their standards were no longer leading edge.




  Ethics




  One reason the Gunks is unusually cluttered with old pins is that most early climbs involved aid. By the seventies, the pendulum had swung toward free climbing—often reaching a ethical rigor that seems archaic today When, for instance, some leaders took a fall, they would be lowered all the way to the ground, pull the rope through all the protection in place, then start up the climb again. (An even purer idea of form: to equate a fall with failure and abandon the entire climb, to return another day.) This ethic proved to be too demanding to prevail with the masses. By the eighties hangdogging and toproping were widespread: so was chalk, despite the bellyaching by older climbers that it was an eyesore.




  In the late eighties, the Gunkswas beset by an ethical crisis over bolting, chiseling nut placements, chipping and enlarging holds. Although bolts existed on a dozen climbs and their use had raised no furor when placed, a debate now raged between younger climbers who wanted to apply maximum technology and the old guard who feared the consequences. At a noisy climber meeting, arranged by the Mohonk Preserve in 1986, the consensus was that existing bolts and fixed pins should be grandfathered, but no new ones placed, and that all chipping and other alterations of the environment such as tearing out trees should be outlawed. Bolts continued to be placed by a handful of climbers, and were quickly torn out by their opponents. At two further meetings sponsored by the Preserve, the conflict was again aired. The pro-bolters argued the Gunks was exhausted of new route possibilities with leader-placed protection and that only by adopting Euro-style tactics could the Gunks develop and attract world class talent. To which the status quo proponents replied: “So what? Who cares?”




  In 1988 the Preserve issued its first climbing policy prohibiting the placement of new bolts and pins and any alteration of the rock or its vegetation. Compliance has been extremely good. That same year Mohonk Preserve issued its first rules regulating guides and guiding, and Mohonk House banned all guides from Sky Top.




  Historical Sources




  If you want more history read Laura and Guy Waterman’s Yankee Rock and Ice (Stackpole Books).




  Crowding




  When I fist climbed here in the mid-seventies, the locals wanted to keep the Gunks a secret. Articles publicizing the Gunks in magazines were frowned upon, even when their authors made it impossible for outsiders to find the cliffs. New guidebooks were received with ambivalence. Climbers supported the Preserve’s policy against commercial use of the land.




  Perhaps we all sensed that the secret could not be kept: that the magic we shared would attract others just like us, waiting in the wings of history So it has turned out. What I didn’t recognize in the beginning was that I was an interloper in the space of others. The first recorded complaint of overcrowding at the Gunks came from Kraus in 1951, when there were 50 climbers on the busiest days!




  I believe that knowing the Gunks is a very ancient place, one that played a key role in the development of U.S. climbing for half a century should help today’s climbers be more sensitive to others in the 500 plus weekend horde, more aware of our impact on the rock and vegetation and approaches. So remember: keep your voice low, tread softly. This is for many hallowed ground.




  John Thackray




  Services




  Located just below the cliffs at the intersection of Routes 44-55 and 299 are two restaurants and a small convenience store. Only eight miles to the east is New Paltz—a college town that has to be seen to be appreciated. Numerous restaurants and bars will be found in the town, the most popular with climbers being the Plaza Diner, the Gay ’90s, Bacchus, and David’s Cookies (who says climbers eat only health food?). Motels are plentiful, with most located by the NY State Thruway (Route 87). Two large grocery stores will also be found near the Thruway: and the tovm also has a health food store, Earthgoods. For rainy days or long nights, there is a movie theater and a very nice village library and indoor climbing walls. (See also climbing gym information in “What To Do on a Rainy Day” section.)




  The local climbing shop, Rock and Snow, is located on Main Street in the center of New Paltz, and carries a good supply of gear and clothing. They can answer any questions you have about the area.




  While in New Paltz, a trip down Huguenot Street is a must. Some of America’s oldest homes, wonderfully restored, are along this street.




  Rules of the Game




  As stated before, Mohonk Preserve regulations allow no new bolts or pitons, except to replace those installed prior to November, 1986. Top-roping has become an accepted form of climbing as protectable new route possibilities dwindle. Many of the recent first ascents have been top-roped, preprotected on rappel, then led. While this is obviously not as challenging as an on-sight lead, the remaining new route possibilities generally do not lend themselves to much protection.




  Local standards define free ascents as starting on the ground and climbing to the belay without weighting the rope or protection (hence hangdogging, pulling on slings, et cetera are not free climbing techniques). If you want to discuss the merits of redpointing, pinkpointing, flashing, and other stylistic issues go to the Uberfall on a crowded weekend and ask others.




  The bottom line is to respect the environment, show courtesy towards others, and have fun. If all three points are met, everyone should be happy




  Where to Sleep




  Mohonk Preserve has a strict policy against high impact camping and fires. Climbers are currently allowed to sleep out in two places:




  Wawarsing Turnpike: Directly below the hairpin turn on Route 44-55 is a dead end, dirt road. Climbers are allowed to sleep in their vehicles or set a tent up next to their vehicles. No fires, parties, or loud music. Also, a private residence is located at the end of the road. Please keep the road passable and respect their privacy




  Trapps Tenting Area (also known as Camp Slime): On the west side of Trapps Bridge (the steel bridge over Route 44-55) is a small area where climbers are allowed to tent. The limits of this area are clearly posted—please abide by them. No fires, radios, or parties allowed. Outhouses and a trash can are located on the opposite (east) side of Trapps Bridge. There are also outhouses located across from the Uberfall on Route 44-55, on Wawarsing Road, and at Coxing Picnic Area (the local swimming hole—see the map on pages x and xi).




  In addition to these two places close to the cliffs, there are private campgrounds in the area, and many motels. Should you have questions about where to camp, contact one of the Preserve rangers.




  How to Use the Book




  The four major Shawangunk cliffs described in this book, The Trapps, Near Trapps, Millbrook, and Sky Top, define the various chapters of the book A page-top mini-map will show the position of the information on the current page relative to the entire cliff. In addition, a periodic display of cliff photos will help locate the routes to follow: In two chapters, “The Trapps,” and “The Near Trapps,” a series of topo maps will help you approach the cliff through the ever-present trees that characterize these areas.




  Once again, I have used the Yosemite Decimal System (currently 5.0-5.14) with+ and – to signify climbs that are considered difficult or easy for their grade. Remember, no rating system is 100% accurate. Height, reach, fmger size, flexibility et cetera will change a climb’s character. If the climb seems too hard for its grade, don’t “go for it” just because the guide says it’s only a 5.7. The route will be there next weekend for another try




  Protection ratings have been used to give you an idea of what a climb is like. Again, just because the guide says a climb is well protected (G), doesn’t mean you should forge ahead hoping you’ll find protection. The protection rating system is as follows, and is based on Jim Erickson’s Rocky Heights, A Guide to Boulder Free Climbs (1980, pages 6 and 7):




  
[image: frn_fig_009]





  G Protection is commonly considered excellent. A falling leader probably will suffer no injuries in a fall, assuming he/she is competent in the grade and at placing protectior.




 PG Protection is commonly considered adequate. A falling leader may fall up to 15 feet, but probably will suffer no injuries, assuming he/she is competent in the grade and at placing protection.




 PG 13  A sporty PG. Formerly PG/R.




   R Protection is commonly considered inadequate. A falling leader will probably fall in excess of 15 feet and/or suffer injuries.




  X Protection is commonly considered extremely poor (you’re soloing). A falling leader will probably suffer major injuries or death.




  Examples:









	

	(5.8)

	(5.11)






	G

	Bonnie’s Roof

	Climb and Punishment






	PG

	Broken Sling

	
Criss (P2)






	R

	
Ape Call (P1)

	Abracadaver






	X

	
Sudden Death (P1)

	Skeletal Remains











  The quality rating system is based on a one to three star system (★ to ★★★) three being best. If your favorite route didn’t get all the stars you think it deserves, pencil some more in.




  Finally: the following climbing terms have been used throughout the text:









	FA

	First Ascent






	FFA

	First Free Ascent






	FRA

	First Recorded Ascent






	FRFA

	First Recorded Free Ascent






	(TR)

	Top Rope











  Generally: the person whose name appears first was the person who led the crux section of the climb. I’ve also included nationality if known.




  Directions (left, right, et cetera) are assuming you are facing the cliff.




  Routes at The Trapps and Sky Top are described from left to right. At The Near Trapps, routes are described from right to left, following the natural access to the area. Millbrook is approached by a centrally located rappel, and the two halves of the cliff are treated separately: first the right side (left to right), then the left side (right to left).




  V1, V2 refer to variations to the standard line, and are noted in the text where the variation route begins. Where possible, I have given credit to the variation first ascent party.




  P1, P2, etc. refer to pitches.




  A check list of routes is provided at the back of the book, where climbs are arranged by rating.




  This is, after all, only a guide, and some of what appears in this book may not be fully accurate. In order to make future editions of this book more accurate, I encourage all to send any corrections, comments, and new route information to me care of the publisher, Chockstone Press, PO Box 3505; Evergreen, CO 80439.




  Equipment




  With the advent of Friends, RP Nuts, Tri-Cams, and Three Cam Units (TCUs), protection at the Gunks is generally very good. Racks at the Gunks tend to be smaller than at other areas Oike Devils Tower, Yosemite), with a set of Friends, TCUs, RPs, and small stoppers fitting most routes. Extra carabiners, quickdraws and full-length runners round out the rack. In the text I have tried to note routes that may require “specialty gear.” While a single 10.5 or 11mm rope will suffice, many climbers use double 9mm ropes to reduce rope drag through overhanging sections.




  As a general rule, the fixed protection at the Gunks should be considered suspect until proven otherwise. Many fixed pins have been pulled out by hand. Check all rappel stations and webbing—many have been there for years without being replaced.




  Should you choose to rappel from ledges and the top of climbs, always check to make sure people are not below you. There have been many near accidents due to rocks and ropes hitting those below.




  Accidents and Rescues




  If a ranger is not available, a first aid cache is located at the Uberfall at The Trapps, and is stocked with litters, backboards, and basic first aid equipment. In case of accident or fire, the nearest telephone is located at the intersection of Routes 44-55 and 299 (by the store and restaurant). Call 255-1323 (New Paltz Emergency Communications Center) or 255-1000 (Mohonk Mountain House). Both numbers are manned 24 hours.




  The nearest hospitals are in Poughkeepsie (Vassar Brothers and St. Francis hospitals) and Kingston (Kingston and Benedictine).




  
Rainy Day Routes





  Short of a torrential and continuous downpour, the following routes are usually dry:




  The Trapps









	No Man’s Land

	The Sting






	Tiers for Fears

	Lisa and variations PI






	Yellow Wall

	Counter Strike PI






	Carbs and Caffeine

	Sudden Death PI






	Airy Area PI

	Trigger Point and variations






	Uphill All the Way PI

	











  The Near Trapps




 




	Easy Rider

	Le Plié PI






	Outer Space PI

	











  Millbrook and Sky Top




  None, although both dry out quickly once it stops raining.




  Other things to do when it rains:




  Movies in New Paltz, Rosendale, Kingston and Poughkeepsie.




  Library in New Paltz.




  At present there are two indoor climbing walls in New Paltz. Check at Rock and Snow for locations and hours.




  There are three National Park Service historic sites in Hyde Park just north of Poughkeepsie including Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s home, Vanderbuilt Mansion and Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site.




  West Point is approximately 45 minutes south along the Hudson River and well worth a visit.











  
Trivia Page





  




  As with the last two Gunks Guides, I have included a number of trivia questions concerning Gunks climbing history. Trying to correctly answer each question should help pass at least one rainy day. Good searching! Answers on page 387.




  1) The Lord of the Rings trilogy including The Hobbit were very popular in the 1970s. Can you name the 12 Gunks routes or variations that pertain to Tolkien’s world?




   2) How many climbing guidebooks and supplements have been commercially produced for the Gunks? (This doesn’t include photocopy type supplements such as Dave Ingalls’ [1962] or Joe Kelsey’s [1966].)




   3) At least 13 Gunks first ascentionists have written commercially available guidebooks. Can you name the authors, and what areas they wrote guidebook(s) for?




   4) Gary Brown’s best FFA effort was probably his lead of New Frontier at Millbrook. On what other Gunks FFAs did he take part?




   5) Herb Laeger, an active first ascentionist since the sixties, used to live on the East Coast. Where did he live, and what Gunks FAs did he do?




   6) At least fourteen Mohonk Preserve Rangers have participated in Gunks first ascents. Can you name the rangers?




   7) At least seven foreign countries have had residents do first ascents at the Gunks. What countries are represented?
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The Trapps
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  The Trapps cliff is by far the most popular cliff for climbing in the Gunks. Ranging in height from 30-200 feet and extending nearly 1.5 miles, it hosts over 600 routes and variations from 5.0-5.13. It is believed the word Trapps comes from the Dutch treppen, meaning stairs. Slightly more than halfway up the cliff is the Grand Traverse Ledge (GT ledge). This ledge system—with minor breaks—traverses the cliff from Easy Overhang (Easy O) to Emilietta. Undercliff Carriage Road runs below the cliff, with marked trails leading up to the crag itself. Please stay on the marked trails (shown in the maps of the cliff base and marked with yellow blazes).




  There are four marked access trails from Route 44-55 to Undercliff Road between Trapps Bridge (the steel bridge over Route 44-55) and the Hairpin Turn. All are clearly signed and marked with yellow blazes. At present, parking is only allowed on the downhill lane side of Route 44-55 between Trapps Bridge and the Hairpin Turn. Below the Hairpin Turn and south of Trapps Bridge (over the crest of the ridge), cars may park on both sides of the road, but they must be completely inside the white line, or they will be ticketed and/or towed. This arrangement may change soon, with parking banned altogether on Route 44-55. Users will then need to park in the designated parking lots, such as the one just beyond Trapps Bridge.




  The Uberfall is the gathering place of the Gunks. If you are looking for a partner, ranger, information, potable water, or first aid equipment, it’s the place to go. A well-worn trail leading up to the Uberfall from Route 44-55 will be found about halfway between the Hairpin Turn and Trapps Bridge (see map). The times given on the approach topos assume a steady, moderate pace from the Uberfall.




  Running along the summit of the Trapps is the Top O’ The Trapps Trail. When finishing a climb, simply follow the trail in either direction to the nearest descent route. For climbs left of Dirty Gerdie, descend down the south (Brat) end of the cliff. The Uberfall Descent is normally used for climbs right of Dirty Gerdie and left of High Exposure. For climbs between High Exposure and Simple Suff the usual descent is Silly Chimney. Roger’s Escape Hatch is used for climbs right of Simple Suff. In addition, numerous rappel routes are marked on the cliff photos.




  Finally, various sections of the cliff are named (i.e.: McCarthy Wall, The Yellow Wall. Sleepy Hollow, etc.). When thumbing through the guide, look for the section names and overhead map to find your location.




  
1 The Great Wall of China 5.9 R




  FA: Ken Nichols, Dave Rosenstein, May: 1987




  This complete girdle traverse of The Trapps stays below the GT ledge, has 67 pitches, and is about 9,000 feet long. It may be the longest rock climb in the world. Other girdles of The Trapps have been done, but have always involved the GT ledge (traversing this is a good winter outing). Since the description is eight double-spaced, typewritten, 8x11 pages, I’m leaving it out. The two crux sections are across Retribution–Nosedive, and in The Yellow Wall area. A scary section will be encountered crossing the High Exposure Buttress. Have fun.




  
2 Short and Simple 5.7+ G




  FA: Todd Swain, Judy Paddon (Can), June, 1981 Start at the south (left) end of the cliff at a blocky arête. Climb the easy arête to a ledge, then up a short, steep crack (crux) to the summit.




  
3 Birthday Biscuit Boy 5.9 G




  FA: Harvey Arnold, Kevin Bein, June, 1979




  Done on Arnold’s birthday. On top of a boulder pile 50 feet from the left end of the cliff are two short right-leaning cracks. Climb the right one.




  
4 Keyhole 5.7 PG




  FA: Doug Kerr, 1951




  Slither up the 4" crack to the alcove (crux, VI), then up and right the top.




  V1 For a harder start, climb the cracks to the left; 5.9.




  
5 Katzenjammer 5.7 PG




  FA: Jim McCarthy: Jack Hansen, 1958




  Not for kids. Romp up the left side of the white and yellow Brat face (V1) along thin cracks and a short flake.




  V1 5.11+ FA John Gill, 1969. Start to the left and climb the very difficult crack and face to join the regular route at mid-height. Gill also did a very difficult problem out the center of the overhanging, egg-shaped boulder near the start of Short and Simple. This boulder is known as the Gill Egg.





6 Little Rascals 5.9– PG ★




  FA: Unknown, circa 1960




  Sneak straight up the middle of the face between The Brat and Katzenjammer. Good face climbing.
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	  2


	Short and Simple 5.7+






	  5


	Katzenjammer 5.7






	  7


	The Brat 5.7






	  8


	Handy Andy 5.7






	  9


	Easy Keyhole 5.2






	11

	Black Fly 5.5












7 The Brat 5.7 PG ★★




  FA: Bonnie Prudden and partner, 1946




  A popular face climb that is often top-roped (as can all of the climbs in this neighborhood). Near the right edge of the white and yellow face is a vertical crack in black rock. Climb the crack (5.7, V1) to the slab above. Whine your way past a blast hole (5.6; this was once filled with cement), then traverse left under the headwall to a vertical crack, and up this to the top.




  V1 An easier start can be done, by wandering up left, then back right above the black crack; 5.6.




 
8 Handy Andy 5.7 PG




  FA: Jim and Louise Andress, 1956. FFA: Gerry Bloch, 1956




  In 1987 Gerry Bloch became the oldest person to date to climb The Nose on El Capitan in Yosemite Valley. Just around the corner to the right of the Brat face is another, smaller, white face. Starting at a thin vertical crack on the right edge of the face (V1,2), climb up five feet, then traverse left above an overhang (V3,4) to the arête. Follow a hidden crack to the top.




  V1 5.10+ FA: Dick Williams, 1964. Begin under a ceiling halfway between the starts of The Brat and Handy Andy. Climb past the ceiling to black rock, then move up and right to join the regular route.




  V2 5.10 FA: Steve Larsen, 1964. Begin about eight feet left of the normal Handy Andy start and climb up the face just left of a thin seam to join the regular route on the traverse line.




  V3 Climb straight up from midway along the traverse; 5.8.




  V4 Climb up and right from the start of the traverse to a large horizontal. Escape left (5.9), or persevere straight up (5.10).




 
9 Easy Keyhole 5.2 G




  FA: Hans Kraus, Bonnie Prudden, 1950




  Popular, and easy after the first 15 feet. Struggle up the wide crack in a corner just uphill from the carriage road and Handy Andy. Most people climb only P1, but P2 climbs behind the pinnacle, while P3 moves left from its top, and up a short dihedral to the summit.




 
10 Astro Traveler 5.10+ G




  FA: Unknown FFA: Ron Matous, circa 1975




  Ron worked as a Mohonk Preserve ranger in the 1970s, and is now a climbing guide in the Tetons. A short but sweet crack climb above Easy Keyhole and Black Fly. Approach by scrambling up ledges right of Black Fly or from above and then launch up the overhanging crack. 2.5 Friend and RPs needed.





11 Black Fly 5.5 G




  FA: Gardiner and Mary Perry; Carol Mahen, 1958




  Starting just right of Easy Keyhole, wander up the face left of an obvious crack (V1) to a large pine tree above an overhang. Most people rappel from the tree, but another 100 feet of easy climbing will put you on top.




  V1 Climb directly up the nice crack; 5.5.
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	13

	69 5.3






	14

	No Picnic 5.4+






	18

	Herdie Gerdie 5.6+






	19

	Dirty Gerdie 5.8+






	20

	Nurdie Gerdie 5.10+






	23

	Fancy Idiot 5.6






	24

	Bunny 5.4






	25

	Retribution 5.10






	27

	Nosedive 5.10






	28

	Double Chin 5.5






	29

	Something Scary 5.10











  
12 Short Job 5.4 G




  FA: Willie Crowther, Gardiner Perry, 1958




  About 125 feet right of Black Fly is a right-facing corner that is fairly clean. Up right into the corner, then exit left (crux) at the top to a belay. P2 walks a bit right, then climbs a ramp up and left, exiting right. P3 ascends a thin crack, then angles right to the woods.




 
13 69 5.3 G




  FA: Dick and Marilyn DuMais, 1969




  Crawl up a short slab 20 feet right of Short Job, left around a nose, back right around an overhang, then up a face to the ledge (see route name for history of ledge). Scramble to the woods.




 
14 No Picnic 5.4+ PG




  FA: Willie Crowther, Gardiner Perry, 1958




  Starting 55 feet right of Short Job, climb a slab and white left-facing corner to overhangs. Continue straight on through the hangs to a pine tree and the summit.




 
15 Shit or Go Blind 5.8+ PG




  FA: Steve and Corey Jones, 1976




  Dirty Most of the route was climbed in 1974 by Joe Ponte and Ivan Rezucha. Climb ten feet right of No Picnic past two overhangs, the second one passed on the right at a block, then up to a belay. Climb an overhang at an arête, then up the face to the top.




  
16 Sudoriferous 5.2 G




  FA: John D’Arcy, Bruce Miller, Rich Kast, 1975




  This obscure route climbs the left-facing corner that is the left side of the large, detached block (the Dirty Gerdie block). Ascend the large corner, then climb a dihedral on the right for 25 feet. Angle left under a tree and roof to the top.




  
17 Heel, Hook, and Hack-it 5.10– R/X




  FRA: Michael Emelianoof, Brian Anderson, Jerry Grupo, 1987




  Begin this extravaganza atop the Dirty Gerdie block at the highest tree on the ledge. Pull past a low overhang (scary) then up the face to the top.




  
18 Herdie Gerdie 5.6+ PG




  FA: Dick Williams, Dick DuMais, 1965




  On the left front of the large, detached block just above the carriage road, climb the right-leaning crack (crux at top of crack), then straight up the face to the top. This and the next two climbs are very popular to top-rope or lead.




  
19 Dirty Gerdie 5.8+ PG ★




  FA: Thom Scheuer, Jim Andress, Fall, 1963. FFA: Thom Scheuer, 1964




  Saunter up the center of the block past many horizontals to the top. Crux at about 15 feet.




  
20 Nurdie Gerdie (aka Dogs In Heat) 5.10+ PG




  FRA: Rich Ross, 1975




  Crank up the thin vertical crack on the right edge of the block, avoiding the arête (using the edge makes it about 5.9). Often top-roped, as it was by Ross before being led.
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	21

 	Red Cabbage 5.9–

 




	22

 	Friday the 13th 5.7+

 




	30

 	Eyebrow 5.6

 




	31

	Double Clutch 5.9+






	33

 	Doug’s Roof 5.11+






	34v

	Lower Eaves 5.9+






	35

	Horseman 5.5






	36

	Apoplexy 5.9




 






   
21 Red Cabbage 5.9– G ★




  FA: Unknown. FFA: Joe Kelsey; Dick DuMais, 1969




  A good face route up the overhanging, north facing, red colored, and vertically fractured side of the block.




  V1 If you start up the crack on the left edge of the face and then climb directly up the left center of the face, it’s solid 5.9.




  V2 If you climb the right side of the face, connecting the disjointed cracks, it’s 5.10.




  
22 Friday the 13th 5.7+ R




  FRA: Joe Bridges, Faith Aubin, 1983




  Climb a crack ten feet right of the Dirty Gerdie block to a ledge (5.7). Continue straight up the blank face (scary) to connect with Fancy Idiot at the belay. Climb the corner for ten feet, traverse right through the roof above (crux), then climb up the face just right of the arête to the top (the face right of the arête had been climbed earlier).




  
23 Fancy Idiot 5.6 PG




  FA: Ann Church, Krist Raubenheimer, 1955




  A tricky climb up the green face left of the Bunny crack. Climb up the face past a small right-facing flake (crux) to a ledge, move left, then back right to the belay at the base of a huge left-facing corner. Up the corner (5.4) to the top (watch for bees).




 
24 Bunny 5.4 G ★★★




  FA: Ann Church, Krist Raubenheimer, Fall, 1955




  The first, first ascent by an all female party in the Gunks. A popular and classic excursion. Starting 25 feet right of the Dirty Gerdie block, hop straight up the obvious crack system to a small roof at 40 feet. Move left (V1), then back right above the roof and up to a belay at a huge pine tree. Scramble to the top.




  V1 Bunny’s Roof 5.6– G FA: Unknown. Climb directly over the roof.




 
25 Retribution 5.10 G ★★




  FA: Art Gran, Peter Himot, 1958. FFA: Jim McCarthy, 1961




  The first 5.10 for many people, but a hard move past the roof nonetheless. Ascend the left of two appealing crack systems right of Bunny (V1) over a roof at 20 feet (crux), then up the crack and steep face to the summit.




  V1 Retro-rabbit 5.10 PG FRFA: Jim Thompson, circa 1975. Climb the face and arête just left of Retribution. Bring extra #0 TCUs to supplement the bad fixed pins. Scary towards the top.




  
26 No Solution (aka Retro-dive) 5.12– X




  FA: (TR) Kevin Bein, late 1970s. FA: (lead) Sebastian Scherwertner (German), August, 1988




  Originally tried by Stannard on the lead, he made it over the first ceiling, then got scared and traversed off. Bein later top-roped the route. Top-roped and gear placed on rappel before its first complete lead. Climb the face between Retribution and Nosedive.




 
27 Nosedive 5.10 G ★★★




  FA: Ted Church, Krist Raubenheimer, 1956. FFA: Jim McCarthy, 1961




  Easier than its sister climb Retribution, but not to be taken lightly. Many people have taken “the dive”. Climb up the left-facing corner, and the crack system above past a bulge (crux, V1) to the trees.




  V1 Many people climb the face just right of the crack to the bulge.




  
28 Double Chin 5.5 G




  FA: Norton Smithe, Doug Kerr, 1954




  In the early 1950s, Smithe made the first angle pitons used in the Gunks. Some of these soft iron relics are still on climbs today. Climb up the large right-facing corner system ten feet right of Nosedive past trees, and two roofs, to the top.




  
29 Something Scary 5.10 PG




  FA: Hardie Truesdale, Chris Monz, 1979




  Monz worked as a Mohonk Preserve Ranger in the mid-1980s. At the left edge of the large ceiling over the carriage road, climb a short crack then wade up the dirty face, following thin seams to the large roofs above. Swing over the lower hang, then over the upper ceiling, ten feet left of the pointed block on Double Clutch (crux). Continue on to the trail, or rappel.




  
30 Eyebrow 5.6 PG




  FA: Gary Hemming, Claude Suhl, 1959




  Hemming was involved in first ascents of many now-classic routes in the Alps. Start as for the previous climb, then diagonal up right, crossing Double Clutch ten feet below the pointed second hang. Over the roof just right at a thin vertical crack (5.5), then on upwards from there.




  NOTE: Across the carriage road from the cliff is a large boulder known as the Mental Block. At least nine routes have been done on it, the most famous of which is Stupid Crack 5.12– PG13, the hardest looking crack on the downhill side.




  
31 Double Clutch 5.9+ G




  FA: Dick Williams, John Hudson, Pete Geiser, 1964




  Very height related—if you are short, it’s hard! Start as for the last two climbs, but hand traverse right under the roof over the carriage road, and through the roof at the first break (crux). Continue up to the next roof, and over this right of the pointed block (5.9). The first crux is a popular top-rope problem. The famous boulderer, John Gill, did several very difficult problems under the roof between Double Clutch and Doug’s Roof.
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