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This is dedicated to Ulysses, whose brave and tenacious spirit exists in all of us, rising to meet challenges great and small.
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Introduction:

The Real War against Troy

The tale of the Trojan War is one of the greatest war stories in the history of the world. Introduced by the poet Homer in 775 BCE, it is the first written history of the Greeks. The plot is of a united Greece bringing down the power of a great and powerful enemy. But it is set improbably in an age when Greece was not united. The war is waged against an enemy that has never been satisfactorily determined. Homer’s contemporaries among the early Greek writers accepted a historical Trojan War in the Mediterranean, occurring circa 1200 BCE, as the basis for the Iliad and the Odyssey. Over time, historians both ancient and modern have also come to believe that the Homeric siege took place in northwest Turkey; a city has been excavated there that may or may not corroborate their beliefs.

After Homer, another record recalls another great war between the Athenians and the people of King Poseidon. It is also set in an impossibly early time frame, when Athens was still in the Stone Age. This text, written by the philosopher Plato, tells of a victory against another enemy that has never been found—Atlantis.

Thus it is believed today—for less than scientific reasons—that Homer’s Troy was in Turkey, and that Plato’s Atlantis was a figment of a great imagination. But both are wrong. Both tales describe a real war that took place over three thousand years ago, but both Plato and Homer altered significant details in their stories, such as the location of the war and the identity of the combatants. As this book will demonstrate, the Trojan War did not take place on the Anatolian plains of modern Turkey. It was not fought between allied cities of Mycenaean Greece and a foreign power.

The magnitude of the war may have been as great as Homer described, but the backdrop was different. Both the Iliad and the Odyssey were ancient tales, told and retold for over four hundred years until Homer, said to be a blind poet, recorded them for posterity. Homer heard and translated an ancient tale, transporting it in time and place. The Iliad tells a story that has its beginning in the last few days of what would become known as the Trojan War and closes with the triumph of Achilles over Hector. It is a not cause for celebration, as it is a sad outcome to a long war.

In the second epic of Homer, the Odyssey, the wanderings of the war hero known as Odysseus or Ulysses are described. Most historians, from Homer’s time to the present, have despaired of ever finding reasonable locations for Ulysses’ twelve adventures in a Mediterranean setting. For example, Homer has Ulysses sailing nine days in one direction without reaching land. But in the Aegean Sea, travel along a straight line would always place the sailor on land before long.

The Odyssey opens with the story of the Trojan horse, the horse used as a ruse to enable the Greeks to enter the citadel of Troy and destroy the city. The hero, Ulysses, is a wily, seasoned veteran who brings about the victory against Troy. He has been away from home for ten years fighting the war. And he now wants to get home. Though the distance is not particularly long, it will take him another nine years to get there. Along the way he has numerous adventures: he will battle Cyclops, witness his men being eaten by cannibals on one island and turned into pigs on another, live with beautiful sorceresses, fight dragons, descend into hell, and defy gods—all before attempting the rescue of his wife and home.

Despite the greatness of the tale, the poetic description made complete by Homer, and the literary height of the story, it has flaws. The problems are more serious than explaining the presence of sirens and sea monsters. Whereas a heroic tale can take on larger-than-life proportions, more-mundane elements of it should ground the story in a particular reality if it is based on truth. Such mundane incidentals are lacking in the epics. The first and most important is that there was no Troy anywhere near where Homer placed the city.

During Homer’s time frame for the Trojan War—1200 BCE—the Hittites were the rulers of much of Anatolia. They were far from primitive and were prolific writers who left records that have been translated in modern times. These records cover in detail the battle of Kadesh, fought against Egypt in the same century. Yet they say nothing of a Troy, or an Ilium, or a war against invaders from the country that would someday be called Greece. While Homer lists numerous commanders of the Trojan army who fought against the invaders, and the Hittite texts list the commanders of their own army who fought in the war against the pharaoh, none of the names is related. The names of the Homeric “Trojans” all sound like Greek names, very different from the typically long Anatolian names.

Far more difficult to explain is the eventuality that the war itself—in which one hundred thousand invaders sacked twenty cities and finally conducted a ten-year siege on a city of fifty thousand defenders—could take place on or within the borders of Anatolia without the Hittite empire providing assistance—or even mentioning it in their records. In fact, neither the Hittites, the Egyptians, nor the collapsing Mycenaean empire ever mentioned it.

When Greek historians living in the centuries after Homer tried to reconcile the tale of the poet with a true history, they commented on the lack of records of any such war or battle and despaired of ever locating the Homeric geography. Herodotus asked the Egyptians if the story was true. Egypt had no knowledge of such a great war. Thucydides pointed out that Hellas, as Greece was known, had never participated in a military action as a whole, and there is no record that there even was a Hellas at that time.1

Quite simply put, many of the places mentioned in the 775 BCE text were not in place in 1200 BCE. They did not exist until they were founded centuries after the war. Further, of 170 places mentioned in Homer, only half have ever been identified. And of those, only half existed in the Mycenaean era. Names given for the Pylos area are not even “tentatively traceable,” a fact that is both “disappointing and puzzling” to modern historians.2

The Homeric audience of Greeks wanted to know where the war was fought. A location had to be found for the tale that had been passed on verbally for centuries before finally being written down by Homer. So it was invented. It was not far from Homer’s homeland of Chios, an island hugging the Turkish coast. This location, however, did not satisfy those who searched for it in ancient times. Nor has it satisfied modern archaeologists. Alexander the Great, finding no massive ruins of the besieged city, instead built an Ilium, temples and all, along the Anatolian coast where Homer claimed it had existed.

From Alexander the Great to more modern “discoverers,” disappointment was simply not an option. According to them, if it was in the area that Homer claimed, it must be Troy. But that led to various ludicrous assertions, such as that of Heinrich Schliemann, the nineteenth-century “discoverer” of Troy in Anatolia in a village named Hisarlik, who claimed that the two insignificant parallel walls he found there were the “high tower” mentioned in the fourth book of the Iliad.3 However, this village was too small to require a ten-year siege. It had no room for “lofty gates” and “broad avenues,” as it is barely the size of a modern shopping mall. It measures 200 yards by 150 yards, providing little room for the large royal palaces of Priam, Hector, and Paris. There is no central marketplace, which Homer claimed Troy had. There are no marble chambers for the fifty sons of Priam, nor is there space to hold fifty thousand warriors. Where Homer says the walls were made of bronze, Hisarlik had walls of mud brick.

There are other difficulties with placing Troy at Hisarlik. When Heinrich Schliemann “found” the elusive Troy, he carried away a massive treasure that was put on display in Europe. However, according to Homer, Troy was looted. Schliemann did not address the issue of how the treasure had been returned. Further, the treasure removed by Schliemann was later proved to be of an era long before 1200 BCE.4 This evidence alone shows that there is something seriously wrong with the picture painted by Schliemann.

Without a doubt, Schliemann found a treasure hoard of antiquities, including a bust of Apollo, which allowed him to boast the site was Troy. But was it? The site itself is very complex. Modern archaeologists understand Troy to be a multilevel site with as many as forty-eight strata. Nine of these levels have been considered as candidates for Troy. On none of these levels is found any reference to a place called “Troy” or “Ilium.” Many archaeologists agree that level VIIA, which existed in 1200 BCE, is that of Troy, yet it shows no evidence of large-scale violence. There is no sign of a great war, a long siege, or any remnants of hundreds of ships or thousands of dead left behind. Instead it shows only that a large fire burned the town. In Homer’s tales, most of the Trojan residents were killed and the survivors fled. The residents of Hisarlik, however, remained and, in fact, immediately rebuilt their town after the fire.

In addition to the very serious problem of the absence of Troy or Trojans on the Anatolian plain, it should be noted that there were also no Greeks. This error came after Homer. Homer never used the word “Greeks”; he called his heroes “Achaeans.” Historians debate just who these people were. Some say the Achaeans were members of an Indo-European speaking culture who came to Greece as invaders in 1580 BCE.5 The mingling of this culture and the Minoan culture may have led to the end of the previously more advanced Minoans of Crete. A warlike, continental population may have decreased the power of a more peaceful, island-based culture. Others say these Akhaioi people, as Homer spelled their name, were part of the great “invasion of the sea peoples” that occurred circa 1200 BCE.

Another concern is that Homer seems to be writing of a war and subsequent adventures that occurred in an ocean context. The blind poet describes waves and tides more typical of land buffeted by an ocean like the Atlantic—which has a tide measured in feet—than those of the Mediterranean Sea, where the tide is measured in inches. Book IX of the Odyssey, for example, describes the “loud sounding sea,” implying crashing waves. Further, fitting a battle and oceangoing Odyssey into a smaller sea is like fitting a square peg into a round hole. The geography becomes distorted; sailing directions were wrong and often impossible. The Greeks of 775 BCE—when Homer penned the epic tale—were barely beginning to venture out to the sea, so these discrepancies would not have been obvious to them. Their frame of geographic reference barely extended to Italy, which they believed was the Far West.6

In the ships described by Homer, both sail and oar power were used. In a normal day, such a ship could travel twenty-five to fifty miles. Thus, the voyage to Athens from so-called Troy was a five-day sail. It seems very odd that no supplies or news from home could reach men embroiled in a ten-year war with an enemy five days away. The voyage to Ithaca would have taken less than two weeks. This makes it difficult to see the necessity for Ulysses to stay away ten years without visiting home. It is equally difficult to accept a nine-year time frame for his wanderings around the Mediterranean Sea. While this could be a dramatic device employed by the author, it is more likely an indication that something is amiss.

Homer’s story includes food that is not found in or near modern Turkey. He describes hot and cold springs—where the Trojan women did their laundry—that have never been found (unless one is willing to accept a hot spring located several days away from Hisarlik by foot). The vegetation and shoreline described by Homer do not depict the Troad (the territory surrounding Hisarlik considered to be the area around ancient Troy) in the twelfth century BCE or later.

The evidence shows that the author, or, more correctly, the editor, of Western civilization’s first great works moved the story from one location to another, and from one time frame to another as well—by about four hundred years. Authors of Grail literature, writing in the medieval age, would make a similar move, basing their romances on a fifth-century Arthur while placing him in a twelfth-century setting. The cast of knights in armor and French-named characters portrayed against the backdrop of a created landscape still leaves modern researchers in debate. Scotland, Wales, England, and the Isle of Man, even France and Italy, have been named as the home of Arthur. Convincing cases have been made that Arthur was a Breton, Welsh, or English king. Ruling out the possibility of several historical Arthurs naturally leads to the conclusion that someone “borrowed” the tale.

The same is equally true of the Greek myth cycles; it is likely that the Greeks borrowed them from a culture that understood the geography of the Atlantic. The adventures of Hercules, for example, took place along the Iberian coast. The Rock of Gibraltar and the opposing African coast were regarded as the Pillars of Hercules. Hercules is credited with founding Cádiz as well as making use of various caves in North Africa not far from modern Tangier. The fact that Hercules’ exploits had taken place in this Atlantic setting did not stop the Greeks from naming Iraklion on the island of Crete after him.

When Homer and other bards reconstructed the tales to accommodate the world they knew, inaccurate pictures were created. In the tale of Jason and the Argonauts, for example, the sailing directions into the Black Sea are credible until one reaches the mountains of the Caucasus. These mountains apparently did not stop the remarkable Argo, Jason’s ship, which somehow managed to sail through central Europe and even through Switzerland: a difficult portage at best. The ship then somehow reached the Po River of Italy before returning to the Mediterranean Sea. This tale of Jason and the Argonauts clearly demonstrates a lack of geographical knowledge. The Iliad and the Odyssey have similar issues.

There is more evidence that weighs against the likelihood that the “Greek” epics originated in Greece. The name of the hero, Odysseus, was not a Greek name. Thalassa (meaning “sea”), Labyrinthos, and Plinthos (meaning “brick”) have word endings that predate the Greek language, as does Cnossus (or Knossus). These words were part of a language spoken by those peoples historians call Pelasgic. These sea peoples had sailed and settled far and wide, spreading their language and culture along with their trade goods. The Greeks employed bits of both the ancient vocabulary and ancient customs.

In the same way that the Greeks adopted language, they similarly adopted the religion of other cultures. Athena was the title of a Libyan goddess born in the West. Her name was Neit, a goddess of the night, and the weaver of human destiny. The Greek spelling for the goddess Athena actually translates to the “house of Neit.” After she started being worshipped in Greece, her city became Athens, although her origin was in Africa. Apollo was not from Africa. He was said to be from Hyperborea in the far north, a misty land that may have been modern England, to which he returned every nineteen years.7 Despite this tale, the Greek island of Delos adopted Apollo and declared that it was his birthplace.8 Plato was specific about the Atlantean people living outside the Pillars of Hercules. In Book XIV of the Iliad Homer also says, “Ocean, from where the gods came.” Poseidon—a god much older than Zeus—and the Titans were from the Atlantic coastal areas. The lands outside Gibraltar were the home of many of the “Greek” gods. Atlas was from North Africa, called Libya by the Greeks. The Atlantean Chronos, also known as Saturn, was worshipped along the coast of Spain.9 Statues dedicated to Saturn would later be Christianized—as numerous sacred places were—and saints like Vincent and Sebastian would later enjoy the status once reserved for heroes. One of the children of Chronos was Zeus, whose mother fled from the realm of Chronos to Crete, where she protected her son from being devoured by his father.

Where are the civilizations that gave birth to these gods? Only in relatively recent times are we starting to realize there were civilizations that achieved great heights long before the Greeks were in Greece. The greatest evidence of this might be from an ancient writer living closer to the time the Homeric epics were put on paper. In Book III of his Geography, Strabo (63 BCE–23 CE) states that it is no surprise that the wanderings of Ulysses take place beyond the Pillars of Hercules, in the ocean.10 He goes into further detail, saying that the Phoenicians—who had occupied Iberia (ancient Spain and Portugal) and Libya (Africa) long before Homer’s age—were Homer’s informants. At the time that the Homeric texts were written down, the Greeks had little knowledge of the oceans or the heavens; what they did know of the stars was possibly imported from Babylon and Egypt through the Phoenicians, who controlled the seas. Another people, obviously, had intricate and detailed knowledge of the heavens long before the Greeks.

The standing stones of the megalithic Atlantic offer important clues regarding the possible source civilizations. It has very recently been determined that these great stones are much older than was previously thought. Dates of 4000 BCE are now being accepted in the Iberian Peninsula’s western country of Portugal and possibly even older dates in the Hyperborean north.11 However, it is still mostly unrecognized that the monuments of the Orkneys, Ireland, and Britain actually precede the civilizations of Crete, Egypt, and Sumer by one thousand years and more. Until 1850, it was also not known that the megalithic constructions from Stenness to Stonehenge concealed knowledge of astronomy shared only by the builders of Karnak in Egypt. The implications of these discoveries is that the mathematics and the science that were requirements for the architecturally splendid accomplishments of the builders of Newgrange, Stonehenge, Maes Howe, and Stenness were achieved long before these capabilities were developed in Egypt and certainly Greece.

In these same ancient lands of the West and the North, a tradition existed that we call druidic. It placed a high status on those who told the great poems and epics. Schooled for years in arts and sciences, learned in techniques of memorizing thousands and thousands of lines of poetry, bards recorded and retold the great deeds of those who came before.

This tradition is not found in the Mediterranean. Could Homer have heard and recorded a bardic tale long told along the Atlantic coast, and placed it, for the sake of his audience, in a Greek setting? The answer is: very likely. Pre-Celtic bards may have had the ability to write, but this craft was not to be employed in the transmission of such knowledge. The druidic tradition of committing everything to memory and of preserving both history and science by constant repetition is known to us from ancient writers. As we shall see, both major and minor aspects of Homer’s work indicate a Celtic, or, more correctly, a pre-Celtic origination.

In fact, these epic tales were brought to the Greeks by the Phoenicians around 800 BCE when this sea-trading culture also brought the alphabet. Homer employed this new technology of writing to hijack the much older oral tradition of the bards. The Phoenicians were a composite of more than one culture; they may have been joined together with the mysterious Pelasgians, who were sailing on the Atlantic before 1200 BCE. They were in Cádiz—on the Atlantic coast of modern Spain—long before they were in Carthage. The seafaring Phoenicians and Pelasgians were accustomed to long-distance trade, as reflected by their literature, compiled much earlier than Homer.

There are numerous explanations as to just how these peoples became known by the name Phoenician. One place to look for a source word of the Greek-sounding Phoiniki is the Fenians. In Irish myth cycles the Fenians were one of the earliest races to migrate to Ireland. They are associated with the Pillars of Gibraltar, making them Iberian. They were known to be wandering bands that made war where they settled. An explanation more commonly accepted is that the name Phoenician has something to do with the murex-dyed royal purple cloth that the Phoenicians imported into the eastern Mediterranean. However, the purple and red designations given to the Phoenicians may have been in recognition of that true import brought to the eastern Mediterranean, wine. The lush red Spanish wines of Andalusia date back before recorded history and the Cretan word for wine, foinos, may be more indicative of the origin of the name.

The account of Ulysses offers many hints pointing to Atlantic locations for his adventures. One important clue is the oracle of Hades. In Celtic tales, the oracle is always near water and a remote seashore serves best, such as the site of the remarkable oracle on the island of Sena off the Breton coast. There the priestesses not only predict the future; they can also cause the winds and sea to howl, reminding readers of the Odyssey of the deadly wailing of the sirens. Greek oracles, on the other hand, such as the famed one at Delphi, are in the clefts and gorges of mountains or remote caves. Even in Hades Ulysses must reach the oracle by sailing (or rowing).

Celtic tales are based in the pre-Celtic lands of the monument builders. The Celts reached the far western shores of Europe around the same time they had invaded the Roman Empire, in 390 BCE. Before this, their traditions were as old as the stones.

Another hint that the Iliad and the Odyssey are both grounded in pre-Celtic literature is the emphasis on the importance of cattle. Cattle were not only the currency of the Celtic world; they represented a display of wealth. Tales of cattle raids and prized bulls populate the various “Celtic cycles,” as they are called today. The ancient historian Aelian recalls the bull cult being brought to Egypt from the West, most likely from Iberia to Minoan Crete, and finally to first-dynasty Egypt.

Still another clue to the origins of Homer’s tales is their inclusion of the Sun god or king himself. Though ancient Greece did not have a Sun king, a Sun god played a dominant role from Ireland to northern Africa. In Ireland the “sun-faced” god Ogma was specifically credited with “bringing” the letters, the invention of writing. Credit for this was also given to the Sun god Apollo of the Hyperborean north. Iberia and northern Africa equally placed a great emphasis on the Sun god.

The southern portion of Spain within the Mediterranean is called the Costa del Sol; the southern coast outside of the sea is the Costa de la Luz. These names, “coast of the sun” and “coast of the light,” might appear to be made up by travel package vendors, but the realm of an ancient sun king is evidenced by the preponderance of names related to sun worship throughout the area. The land that touches both coasts is called Andalusia. Place-names in this “land of the light” include Lucena, Osuna, Faro, and Sanlucar de Barrameda, all of which refer to light. Excavations prove that in 1700 BCE, Sanlucar da Barrameda was the home of a cult that worshipped at a sanctuary that was known as the sanctuary of the Lucero (Lucero was an early name for Venus). Nearby, Seville once served as one of ancient Iberia’s most important Sun cult centers. Numerous other sites may lie forever unexcavated because of the large modern population.

The peninsula called Iberia was settled first by the megalithic builders who ranged from Africa to the Orkneys prior to 2000 BCE. They, in turn, saw an influx of Iberian settlers, possibly from North Africa. The megalithic building stopped. In the late days of the first millennium BCE, the Celts arrived. They might have introduced their own language, part of the larger Indo-European group, but they may also have adopted some of the ancient practices of the peoples who had come before them. Sun worship, a religion that encompassed both female and male gods, and a tradition of heroic epics committed to memory might have been shared throughout the lands that bordered the ocean.

Over time, both Spain and northern Africa served as staging points for large and wide trading enterprises. Before the collapse of the Minoan trading empire, which had maintained peace in the Mediterranean Sea, Pelasgic sailors from the Atlantic coast brought their goods to this “middle” sea and traveled all the way to Canaan and Egypt. After the collapse, circa 1450 BCE, there was a power vacuum. Two hundred years later, a great war was fought over trade, over religion, or simply because a power vacuum does not exist for long. It might have even been fought over a kidnapped queen or runaway bride.

The tales of Ulysses and the Trojan War are dated between 1209 BCE and 1186 BCE. There is absolutely no confirmation of such events taking place in Turkey. As mentioned, they were not recorded by the Anatolian Hittites, by the Egyptians, or anywhere else. A “Trojan” war did happen and it did occur when Homer recorded it as having occurred. It was, however, not on the plains of Anatolia, the modern Turkey. As we shall see, it was fought in a land where there were waves and tides, just as Homer described them. It was fought by men who could sail a great distance. The city that would be the basis for Troy was a lofty city, but it was not in the Mediterranean Sea. It stood high above the Atlantic.

As this book will show, the war Homer describes took place along the coast of the Iberian Atlantic, where ruins are today poking out of the sands of the Troia peninsula. It was fought between two cultures that were vying for a monopoly over trade that ranged from the North Atlantic to the African coast. A great city of Troia was the central point in a network of pre-Celtic and Iberian cities. It not only suffered through a long disastrous war, but it also became the site of a catastrophic seaquake and tsunami; the cumulative cost was staggering in terms of human lives and destruction.

The collapse of both seaport cities and seacoast society forced a massive migration of the Atlantic coastal population, which Egyptian historians recorded as the “invasion of the sea peoples.” Ramses III had to beat back the invaders three times; the glory of the pharaohs would never be the same.

Historians have never agreed on just who these elusive sea people were, or where they were from, but their massive influx ended the careful balance of power within the Mediterranean. Piracy then eclipsed trade and war replaced peace. This took place at the same time Homer has an Achaean alliance defeating a “Trojan” city. If Homer’s version is correct, Greece should have then enjoyed a newfound status, including power and wealth. Historians reveal the opposite, however. Greek cities and villages were decimated. The lamp of learning went dark.

The fall of the real Troy in war, followed by natural calamities, changed history as we know it and turned religious culture upside down. The Minoans were a goddess-worshipping culture, as were their Atlantic coast allies. This older religion found itself pitted against a male-dominated religious culture that ushered in an intolerant monotheistic society. Queens and goddesses lost power to kings and gods. Pandora, once literally the “gift of God,” became the harbinger of evil; in the Hebrew Bible, Eve, the mother of all, became a temptress; other goddesses were simply forgotten. The Mediterranean was plunged into a dark age. When it emerged centuries later, the true story was distorted to reflect a new culture and location, and it is these distorted tales that survive today.



1  Homer and Greek “History”

Among early Greek historians, the debate over the Iliad and the Odyssey was often confined to claiming they were either fiction or nonfiction. Viewing the tales as great literature presents certain difficulties. There is no doubt that these first examples of written text in Europe represent a high-water mark for literature. However, that makes it hard to accept them as a starting point, produced by a nation just emerging from a four-hundred-year-long dark age.

The other choice is to accept the epics as the historical accounting of a long-fought Aegean War. This too is difficult. The description of the Achaeans as a victorious “nation,” carrying home the booty of twenty looted cities, conflicts with the record indicating that the land that would become Greece was devastated and impoverished at that point in time. Shortly after Homer’s date for the destruction of Troy, many Greek centers of population from Tiryns to Mycenae were attacked, burned, and sacked. Messenia, one candidate for the location of Pylos, was utterly destroyed and never rebuilt. Recently, the sudden walling of Greek cities has been pushed back to a time prior to the date accepted for the Trojan War. If Greece was already under attack, how then could it mount an armada of one thousand ships? Walls built around Corinth and the Isthmus of Corinth protected that city, but did not hold everywhere. Tiryns too had built great walls, but they were left in ruins.

In some areas of Greece, three-quarters of the towns existing before 1200 BCE were gone by 1100 BCE.1 It is believed that people headed back to inland farms.2 This is certainly not evidence of a victorious allied league of city-states. It is, more likely, evidence of a region devastated by war, or invasion, or famine resulting from a lack of trade. By 900 BCE, Athens was the only surviving Greek city.

At the time the Iliad and the Odyssey were recorded, Greece was emerging from its long dark age. Writers including Hesiod (eighth century BCE) helped Greece remember older ideals.3 While 750 BCE saw the rise of the city-state and the extension of citizenship to the poor, in Homer’s time learning in Greece had not reached the point where the common person understood the world: unless one was a merchant or sailor, detail was painted on a mythical canvas.

Greek “history” leaves much to be desired. Josephus, the first-century compiler of records of the war of Rome against the Jews, points out the weakness in Greek history. In The Jewish War he mentions that “they came late to the letters.” Better historical records, he said, were kept by the contemporaries of the Greeks, even those whom the Greeks regarded as barbarians.4

By tradition, Greek civilization started with the country being overrun by the Dorians from the north in approximately 1150 BCE. However, there is no sign that such a violent intrusion actually took place.5 Greeks also claim that their gods came from the north. More likely they arrived by sea, along with the culture that became regarded as “Greek” culture. Minoan Crete was dominant in the Mediterranean (1700–1400 BCE), and in Greek myths Zeus is forever returning to Mt. Ida on Crete when he is not on lofty Olympus. The parents of Zeus and most of his siblings resided in the west on both sides of the sea.

Corinth was strictly a Phoenician trading post until Dorian settlers arrived. Since the Greek mentality was not willing to give credit to the Phoenicians, the founding of Corinth was attributed to the efforts of Corinthus, the son of Marathon, and Sisyphus. Similarly, Athens’s first king was said to be Cecrops, a half man, half serpent, who introduced the law and the alphabet. During his reign, the story goes, there was hostility between Poseidon and Athena, and Athena was victorious. As we now recognize Athena as a Libyan—that is, an African goddess—and Poseidon as representing a sea power, this story indicates that the founding of Athens may have been accomplished by two non-Greek entities, who both arrived by sea. Such myth-histories, used as early propaganda, make the determination of exact history difficult. Once Rome and Greece monopolized learning through the alphabet, the world has never looked back on just how wrong the accepted knowledge was.

Thucydides, a historian writing in 400 BCE, was aware of the Homeric sagas and attempted to use them to construct a history of the world before his time. Thucydides allows Homer’s estimate of the Greek assault on Troy having twelve hundred ships, indicating a force of 100,000 men.6 At the same time, he describes the Peloponnesian War (431–404 BCE), between Athens and the Spartan alliance—actually a number of wars grouped together that included battles on land and sea, extending to Italy and Asia Minor—as the greatest war that had ever been fought.7

Thucydides is a real person; although knowledge about him is incomplete, it is much easier to make definitive statements about him than of the poet Homer. What he wrote also has more credibility: he was in Athens at the time of the war he describes between Athens and Sparta. He also used a device similar to that of Homer’s, which was to include a great deal of speeches in his text. It must have played well to audiences that enjoyed the drama.

On the other hand, a good example of the worst of historical writing can be found in the works of Herodotus (circa 484–420 BCE). He tells us that the Egyptians had invented the year, completely missing the older culture of the Sumerians, who provided the world with a calendar system as well as a system for measuring time and space that has survived from 3200 BCE. He says the Egyptians worshipped Hercules for an improbable seventeen thousand years before the reign of Amasis, which was 570 BCE. He tells us the Libyans had only one god, Poseidon, although we know they were polytheistic.

Though Herodotus did claim that there was an ocean outside the Pillars of Hercules, he had no information on it and never met anyone who had been beyond the straits.8 Before him there was very little knowledge of the ocean and none that could be said to be firsthand. While Herodotus expresses his disbelief in the possibility of circumnavigating Libya (Africa), he mentions winged serpents being eaten by birds, gold-mining ants in India, and creatures that are half woman and half snake.

At the same time, Herodotus does give us an accurate picture of government, warfare, religious ceremony, and the culture of his day, indicating that ancient and even medieval writings must be mined selectively rather than simply dismissed. We will find that the same is true of Homer, once some of the long-standing misconceptions about his work—such as the location of Troy being in Turkey—are cleared away.


ANCIENT ATTEMPTS TO FIND TROY

Whereas the ancient Greeks often colonized cities and islands wherever they traveled, there is no trace of Greek presence in the Troad region of Turkey until two hundred years after the date the war was supposed to have taken place. Around 1000 BCE, the Greeks started making contact with their Mediterranean neighbors and getting involved in their wars. Aeolian Greeks from Thessaly settled Lesbos, about six miles from the mainland. Settlers from Ionia went to Chios too, about five miles away, around 1000 BCE. Circa 900 BCE, Aeolian Greeks from Lesbos settled a tiny community on the mainland at Assos in Turkey, twenty-five miles from where Homer sited Troy. North of “Troy” is Canakkale, known to the locals more for being a place of crossing in the wars with Persia than for being near the site of the great battle Homer described.

Other Greeks reached the coast of Asia Minor around the year 800 BCE as a colonizing force. Around 540 BCE, a temple to Athena was built in the otherwise nondescript settlement of Assos. In 480 BCE, Xerxes of Persia marched toward the Hellespont on his way to conquer Greece. Along the way he arrived at the Scamander and ascended the “Pergamos” to pay homage to Priam, the king the Greeks had destroyed. He sacrificed one thousand oxen and declared that his invasion of Greece was to avenge Troy.

One hundred and fifty years later, Alexander marched from the opposite direction to “Troy.” He too sacrificed to Priam, and prayed to the Ilion goddess Athena. There was actually no “polis” of Ilion (Ilium) there, so he ordered one built and made it the capital of the area. He created a Troy and even built fortification walls. But he put it on the side of the river opposite the side cited in the epics. He also installed the cult of Athena. He found a standing column, which was said to be the grave of Achilles. There, Alexander had a foot race run, all the participants naked.

But Eratosthenes, the geographer in the court of Alexander, was a skeptic. Though he narrowed down the date of the war to 1184–83 BCE, he didn’t believe the route of Ulysses could be found. He believed that the hero’s epic travels took place in the Atlantic Ocean, possibly being the first Greek scholar to make that point.9 He didn’t say that the story did not happen, but rather that it had become drama; he pointed out that Homer was an entertainer, not a “historian.” According to Eratosthenes, the island of Aeolus would be found only when the cobbler who sewed up the bag of winds—which Homer says Ulysses was given there to aid his journey home—was found. While Eratosthenes probably also believed that the new Ilium was not Troy, he prudently kept that belief to himself.

When Alexander the Great created his own Troy, on the sole basis of the blind poet Homer, he helped set up what would amount to nothing but continuous, disappointing failure for the centuries of searchers who were to follow. In 175 BCE, Demetrius of Scepsis wrote that he had located Troy east of the Ilium of Alexander. In 86 BCE, Rome conquered the lands that Alexander had conquered before. A Roman rebel had sacked the town of Ilium, and Julius Caesar went there himself to restore the ruin. He was disappointed by what he saw, as his family claimed to have descended from the Ilus line.10 Instead of great walls he found the area wooded, and believed that even the ruins had been destroyed. Later Virgil wrote his epic Aeneid, linking Troy to Rome. The Roman emperor Caracalla—who traced his roots to Achilles—visited the site. Constantine considered making Ilium his capital, but it was impractical because it was not close enough to the sea and there was no port. Strangely, even this point failed to cause skepticism at the time, as did the fact that no ruins had been found.

Herodotus, Xenophon, Arrian, and Plutarch all believed that there must be ruins under the polis built by Alexander. After all, would Alexander, the greatest national hero, be wrong? Plutarch says that Alexander was descended from Hercules on his father’s side and from Aeacus, the grandfather of Achilles, on his mother’s side, although he does comment that “so much is accepted by all authorities without question.”11 Plutarch, however, agrees with Eratosthenes that the Odyssey took place in the Atlantic. According to him, the land of Chronos was actually Britain. He also mentions Ogygia as being five days’ sail toward the summer sunset, which some declare to be Iceland.12

Strabo, however, was not resigned to the Greek ideas and placed Troy elsewhere. He also commented on the difficulty of following the Odyssey and listed several adventurers who had tried to find the elusive route of Ulysses. His Geography ends with the comment that the Greek epics were based on events or fiction from elsewhere.13




“TROY” IN MODERN HISTORY

Travelers in the sixteenth century were brought to the Ilium or Troas of Alexander where the Greco-Roman ruins were identified as Trojan. Most no doubt left convinced they had visited the Troy of Homer rather than the city built by the conquering Alexander. Later, both the Ilium of Alexander and the town of Sigeum were considered to be Troy, and visitors were often taken to one or the other, depending on where they landed. Sigeum had been invaded by Athens and colonized around 600 BCE, but the essentially Greek city was eventually dismantled. The Alexandrian Troas remains the most impressive site.

Around 1785, two visiting Frenchmen, Jean-Baptiste Lechevalier and Count Choiseul Gouffier, discovered a site at Balli Dag, five miles south of Hisarlik, where a hot spring existed; they declared that it must be where Troy had been located, as the other sites had no such spring. Balli Dag is at the southern extremity of the plain and rises steeply on the bank of the Menderes River. It even has an ancient circuit of walls where one might picture a defensive action having been fought. It offers much more grandeur than Hisarlik but is even farther from the sea, which does not conform to the picture evoked by the Iliad of a fairly short distance between the sea and the city. The book describes how the Greeks erected a wall to stop the Trojans from reaching their ships. Most of the fighting took place between the wall and the walls of the city. A ten-mile distance is out of the question. Balli Dag soon became known as “False Troy.”14

The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries saw a wealthy European upper class enamored of exotic travel and many came to the land of the pashas to brave the brigands in search of Troy. The Alexandrian city started to lose tourists as the areas farther north were explored. But there the tourists saw only the ground on which Troy was said to have once existed.

In 1822 the site of Hisarlik was first proposed as the location of Troy by Charles Maclaren, an editor of the Encyclopaedia Britannica and the founder of the Scotsman. He was not an archaeologist, just another tourist with a love for Homer. At the time that he put forward his thesis on Troy, he had not visited the Anatolian plain; he used topographic maps. His theory was ignored, however, as the Balli Dag site was still considered to be the “real” Troy. After Maclaren actually visited the site, he was even more convinced that it was Troy, and he published the Plain of Troy Described to state his case. He was, however, still ignored.15

Sir Arthur Evans proposed the idea that the story of the Trojan War was actually a creation of the Minoans and written in their own language.16 He believed Homer had Hellenized the story and translated it into Greek while making it conform to a bardic tradition. Sir Arthur pointed out that this resulted in numerous mistakes: Mycenaeans used huge shields that covered their body while some of Homer’s Achaeans carried around targe (light armor) and wore breastplates; Mycenaean swords were designed for thrusting, while Homer’s description of sword strokes shows they were designed for slashing; Homer’s history was set in the Bronze Age, yet iron tools and weapons are found in the Iliad. V. Gordon Childe, author of The Aryans, mentions that trade goods from Europe did reach the site that would be identified as Troy, but these goods were not Mycenaean Greek. He came to the conclusion that the “evidence for an invasion of the Troad from Europe is incomplete.”17

Despite general acceptance of a Turkish location for Troy among both tourists and amateur historians who visited the area, historians like Edward Daniel Clarke were divided on the subject. Many still held that the Trojan War ranked with the collapse of Atlantis as fiction. Then Heinrich Schliemann came along.

Heinrich Schliemann

In his autobiographical history of his digs, Schliemann makes the claim that he had been introduced to the stories of the Trojan War by his father, who read them to him as a child. This claim, among others, is false, and evidence that it is a fable can be found in Schliemann’s own diary. A recent biography calls him a pathological liar, a man who destroyed evidence in some cases and falsified evidence in others.18 He purchased “finds,” salted his digs with objects bought elsewhere, and made the most outrageous claims in both his archaeological discoveries and his personal life.

Heinrich Schliemann was born in Germany in 1822. In his youth he was a grocer’s apprentice. He planned to enjoy a cruise to South America but was stranded in Amsterdam. Not one to waste time, he became a clerk for a trading company. Determined and mostly self-taught, he was soon a commodities trader and salesman with one of Europe’s leading merchant banks, Schroeders, as its agent in St. Petersburg. With sixty clients of the firm in Russia, Schliemann began making deals on his own and eventually left the company. He made a fortune in the California Gold Rush and returned to Russia to marry Ekaterina Lyschen. Her family was wealthy and high born but she did not share his interest in travel or his love for history.

He effectively retired by 1864, divorced Ekaterina, and began traveling around the world with the bible of travel, the Murray Handbook. His archaeology study was limited to the book and courses he took, with the guidebook remaining his primary source. In Greece he visited the “kingdom of Odysseus” at Ithaca and fell in love with all things Greek. He wrote to Archbishop Vimbos of Athens, a friend, that he desired to remarry, and needed a suitable companion as his wife. She should be intelligent, unsophisticated, and of Greek ancestry. She also needed to look like Helen of Troy. The archbishop found a candidate and when Schliemann met her she recited Helen’s lament for Hector.19 She was sixteen when they met; he was forty-seven. It was love at first sight and Schliemann and Sophia Kastromenos were quickly married. They had two children, Agamemnon and Andromache.

Schliemann decided all the experts were wrong and set out to correct the errors of locating Ithaca, Mycenae, and Troy. The place he believed to have been the castle of Odysseus on Mount Aetós turned up only a handful of bricks, but this did not diminish his optimism or his fanciful claims.20 His expedition in Turkey also did not have a promising start. He first chose to dig at Pinarbasi, a place that had been dubbed Nova Ilium, “New Troy.” He might have picked Troyes in France, a Troia in Italy, or related places from the Balkans to England, but he chose to look in Turkey. However, after days of searching, he was ready to quit. Then an American, Frank Calvert, of a family who had been Baltimore aristocrats in colonial times, told him he might find the ruins of Troy at Hisarlik. Despite the fact that Calvert had spent years in the area building up his case for Hisarlik as Troy, Schliemann was more seasoned in the art of public relations and claimed the discovery as his own.

At Hisarlik, Schliemann found layers of evidence. There were more than seven layers that preceded the date of the war and arguably nine levels in all. The oldest layer, known as Troy I, was possibly fifty-four hundred years old and had little to offer. Layers that had been constructed and populated during the early Bronze Age were more interesting. The layer known as Troy II apparently had been the scene of a great fire. Schliemann took this layer to be that of the Trojan War period, although archaeologists decided it was much too early.21

Schliemann had no problem identifying everything he saw almost immediately. A late Bronze Age house became the Hellenic Tower.22 Other walls became the Temple of Athena.23 A terra-cotta statuette became a bust of Helen. He did, however, admit there was no acropolis, no palace on a high summit, and no bronze tools of which Homer had sung.24 The late Bronze Age layers, from VI to VIIA—which date to the traditional date of the war—did not show any evidence of a war nor of a community that could be called a city.

Serious archaeologists were quick to dispute the upstart, yet with overwhelming public approval, the retired businessman was glorified by the media. But his boastful claims of treasures found earned him the criticism of being a grave robber. The Turks eventually evicted him, as he had not sought a permit to dig, or the permission of the owners on whose property he brought his army of hired workers.

In time Schliemann was allowed back. In 1873, he found a great treasure that included nearly nine thousand gold rings, gold diadems, gold earrings, and gold and silver bracelets.25 Rather than split the hoard with the country of Turkey, he secreted the treasures to Athens.

In Greece, he was regarded as a German smuggler of American nationality. He shrugged off the criticism and by 1876 was digging in his new host country to find Mycenae, the center of King Agamemnon’s kingdom. In Homer’s time, Mycenae was not the opulent city described by Homer but rather a village, a fact corroborated by the historian Thucydides. One thing is certain about Schliemann, and that is that he did have a knack for finding treasure. In Greece he found numerous gold items and even a gold mask, which he boldly claimed as being that of the king Agamemnon, although he later admitted that he may have had the wrong tomb.26

His most audacious claim may have been regarding the location of the home of Ulysses and his wife, Penelope. He arrived at Mount Aetós and began digging. The second day he “found” painted vases containing what may have been human ashes. He immediately declared them to be the remains of the hero and his wife. Not only was the claim a giant jump to a conclusion, but it was also a blatant attempt to deceive. No other finds of burial urns were ever made in that location. In fact, Schliemann had planted the painted vases.27 Headlines, not history, drove the tomb raider.

Despite his reputation as a braggart and his regular grandiose exclamations, he was the toast of Europe. As he was an American citizen (despite his German birth), he hoped to gain German citizenship, and did so by donating most of his collection to that country. Not long afterward, in 1890, he died following a relatively minor operation. Homer paid his greatest compliments to Ulysses by naming him the “sacker of cities”; Schliemann was accused of doing the same. To Schliemann’s credit, however, he stirred up new interest in archaeology. The sensation he created led many other university-trained scholars to attempt to unearth the Greece of Homer. But even the more studied approach was tainted by fast choices and continuing disagreement.

Professor Carl Blegen declared that the choice of Hisarlik as Troy was correct because no other site seemed a viable alternative. Such logic is unacceptable. Hisarlik is too small to be anything but disappointing. Even modern guidebooks warn travelers to be ready for a letdown. Today there is, however, a huge wooden horse to entertain the visitors. Up a set of stairs one can view the Anatolian plain from windows and even through the horse’s eyes. One might imagine being Odysseus and companions hiding in the bowels of the horse as “Troy” was presented with this gift of peace while the Greeks were supposedly leaving the scene. The faux wooden horse is simply a ploy to divert the attention of the curious.

Similarly, the Ithaca of Ulysses is completely unlike the Greek isle where Ithaca stands today. The home of Nestor, described as “sandy” Pylos numerous times in the text, is still hotly debated. Since Nestor’s contribution of men was second only to Agamemnon’s, one might contend that the well-populated city that could have supplied such a force might be less difficult to pinpoint. But he is described as the “Geronian” Nestor, an adjective that does not tally to anywhere in modern Greece. Achilles’ army is the Myrmidions, a race or a people that have never been located outside of Herodotus, who says they are ants.




WAS TROY TRULY IN TURKEY?

The answer is no. As the Greeks took to the highways of the sea, they began naming places after Homeric locations. More than one modern historian has used such place-names that were created later to declare Homer’s tale was real, and took place exactly where he said it did.28 It is equally remarkable that one modern historian has claimed Poseidon could not view the battle from his perch on wooded Samothrace, while another has countered that from Mount Fengari, in a time when the air was clearer than it is today, it might have been possible.29 The reader is left to puzzle whether both historians accept that there actually was a Poseidon, and just how godlike his eyesight was.30

In chapter twenty of the Iliad, Dardanos is described as a son of Zeus, the cloud-gatherer. Dardanos founded Dardania on the slopes of Ida in Crete before Ilium was built on the plains of the Troad. While we might assume that Dardania has something to do with the Dardanelles Straits, through which the Aegean Sea flows into the Black Sea, it doesn’t.

Dardanos’s son was King Erichthonios, whose horses could run over the tops of corn and “play on the seas broad back, along the surface of waves, where the grey sea breaks.”31 The Dardanelles Straits were named much later; in Homer’s time they had another name, Hellespont. Erichthonios in turn fathered Tros. Again, a tempting name to stretch into the Troad, or Troy, but it doesn’t apply.

There was in fact no Troy in Turkey—until modern times, when it became a tourist attraction. The closest name found by those searching for an older place-name in the area is a Taruisa mentioned once in one Hittite document. Postulating another form, Taruiya, as Michael Wood suggests, is still far from being definitive.32

The most likely conclusion regarding the placement of Troy in Turkey is that the blind poet—living in Chios circa 700 BCE—received the tale from other bards who brought it there from elsewhere, and transplanted it to geography he knew. But he was retelling a story that was five hundred years old, which had taken place in a world far from where he lived. Because his work is the first written body of Western literature, many have been tempted to believe in the world Homer recorded. As a result, great stretches of the imagination have been required on the part of those who have sought to find the site of the battle, or the route of the Odyssey.
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