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  This book is dedicated in loving memory to my grandmothers, Anna Fera and Catherine Tryba, both of whom taught me how to crochet. I’d also like to thank my parents, Robert and Bernadine Fera, my husband, David, and children, Sarah and Shawn, for their encouragement and support. Finally, thank you to my editor, Pam Hoenig, who guided me with kindness and patience through the writing of this book.




  

    

      Scan to enjoy a video featuring all the projects in the book!
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      Visit http://naztazia.com/videos.html
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Introduction


  




  Broomstick lace, also known throughout the years by other names such as jiffy lace, peacock stitch, and Peruvian stitch, produces a lovely open lace pattern that works up very quickly. The stitch has been around since at least the 1800s, though its precise origin is unknown. Rumor has it American settlers used an actual broomstick handle to create the stitch, hence the name. My great grandmother made blankets using the broomstick lace stitch in the late 1800s, and my grandmother continued this tradition throughout her life. My love for the stitch began in the late 1970s, after admiring a purple blanket my grandmother had made for me when I was born. I was fascinated by all of its perfect loops and swirls. While I knew how to crochet basic stitches as a child, it wasn’t until my preteen years that I attempted the broomstick lace stitch. I made little broomstick lace blankets for my dolls and plush toys.




  Over the years, I have made broomstick lace scarves, baby blankets, and various other items for friends and family. After posting a photo of some of these items on my website, I received several e-mail messages requesting that I make a YouTube® video on how to create the basic broomstick lace stitch. At the time I didn’t think anyone would have an interest in an old crochet stitch people made years ago, but I was wrong. As of this writing, that video has over 1.3 million views—and counting. You can view my very first basic broomstick lace video at http://youtube.com/naztazia.




  To help you learn everything there is to know about broomstick lace, this book begins with the absolute basics of crochet. Although a knitting needle is used with broomstick lace, the stitches themselves are primarily classiﬁed under the art of crochet. Next I will teach you the basics of broomstick lace, then how to increase, decrease, and change colors in broomstick lace, as well as several variations on the stitch. After that, we’ll discuss important topics such as yarn, gauge, and ﬁnishing your items. Finally, you will ﬁnd a selection of 20 patterns, including wearables, handbags, household items, and baby clothes, on which to hone your broomstick lace skills.




  One ﬁnal note: although the stitch itself is relatively easy to learn and comprehend, producing broomstick lace takes a bit of physical coordination with both of your hands working simultaneously. Recognizing this, the majority of the patterns in the book are designed so that full broomstick lace items work up easily and quickly with minimal practice. In patterns that are more intermediate in nature, the broomstick lace section serves as a nice accent or edging.




  In keeping with the modern approach, you can ﬁnd me on most of the online social media sites. Feel free to check out my broomstick lace videos on YouTube® (youtube.com/naztazia) and visit my website, naztazia.com. You can also find me on Facebook as naztazia, where you can share your photos of projects you make from this book. Happy broomsticking!
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      Broomstick Lace Crochet—The Stitch


    




    

      

        Basic Crochet Stitches

      




      Broomstick lace is created by drawing up loops onto a very large knitting needle (also called a broomstick lace pin by some manufacturers) and then crocheting into groups of those loops. In the patterns included in this book, I use single crochet, half double crochet, or double crochet to do that. Here are tutorials on all those stitches as well as other basic crochet stitches you will need to know in order to work in broomstick lace.


    


  




  

    

      Slipknot


    




    The slipknot begins just about every crochet pattern, including those for broomstick lace.
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    1. To begin, working with the ﬁrst 6"/15.3 cm to 8"/20.3 cm of yarn from your skein, wrap it in a circle.
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    2. Make a loop, then push the loop through the circle.
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    3. Pull and tighten the loop.
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    4. Insert your crochet hook in the loop, then pull the main strand coming from the skein to gently tighten the yarn around the crochet hook. You have just completed the slipknot.


  




  

    

      Chain (CH)


    




    The chain forms the foundation for the rest of the crochet stitches, most especially in broomstick lace.
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    1. To begin, first make a slipknot, then wrap the yarn around the crochet hook. This process of wrapping the yarn around the hook is called a yarn over (YO).
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    2. Catch the yarn with the hook and gently pull it through the existing loop on the hook. If you have never created a crochet chain before, your chain might be a little too tight or too loose. With practice, you will learn how to create even chains.
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    3. Repeat this process of doing a yarn over and pulling the yarn through the existing loop on the hook. Continue in this manner for as many chains as your pattern instructions tell you to make.
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    When you count the number of chains you have made, the original slipknot should not be included in your count. Begin counting with the ﬁrst yarn over you pulled through. In this photo, there are 16 chains.


  




  

    

      Single Crochet (SC)


    




    After you have made the required number of chains, you are ready to place stitches on top of this foundation. The most common stitch is the single crochet stitch.
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    1. Skip the ﬁrst chain from the hook, which also happens to be the very last chain you just made. Insert your crochet hook through the center of the next chain and out the back of the chain. (Please note that you will skip the ﬁrst chain only at the beginning of rows containing single crochet stitches, unless otherwise noted in the pattern.) When your hook comes out of the center, be sure you are going under just the back loop of your chain stitch.
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    2. Do a yarn over.
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    3. Pull the yarn through the back loop of the chain. At this point you have 2 loops on your crochet hook. Ideally, they should be even in height; if not, don’t worry, it will come with practice.
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    4. Do a yarn over.
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    5. Carefully pull the yarn through both loops remaining on your hook. You have just completed a single crochet stitch.
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    6. To make the next SC, insert your crochet hook into the back loop of the very next chain.
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    7. Do a yarn over.


  




  

    [image: image]



    8. Pull the yarn through the back loop of the chain. At this point you have 2 loops on your crochet hook.
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    9. Do a yarn over.
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    10. Carefully pull the yarn through both loops remaining on your hook. You have just completed your second SC.
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    11. Continue across the rest of the chain in this manner.
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    12. When you complete your last SC on this row, you should have a total of 15 SC. To conﬁrm the math, you first chained 16. You skipped the ﬁrst chain. Therefore, there are 15 remaining chains for stitches.




    It is now time to proceed to the next row. To do this, CH 1.
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    13. Turn your work so that what was the back of your work is now the front of your work. The previous right side is now on your left, while the previous left side is now on your right. The top and bottom of your work have remained unchanged.
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    14. Skip the ﬁrst chain on this row, which is the chain you just made.


  




  15. Looking at the top of the last SC you made on the previous row, you will see that it forms a loop, with a front and a back. Depending on your pattern directions, you may be instructed to crochet through the back loop only or the front loop only.
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    For the majority of the patterns in this book, you will be told to crochet through the back loop only, as shown here.
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    If a pattern doesn’t specify, you should insert your hook under both loops.
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    Here the crochet hook is being inserted through the front loop of the stitch.
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    16. Do a yarn over.
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    17. Pull the yarn through the stitch. At this point you have 2 loops on your crochet hook.
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    18. Do a yarn over.
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    19. Carefully pull the yarn through both loops remaining on your hook.
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    20. You have just completed your ﬁrst SC on the second row. Continue creating SC stitches across this row to the end, then turn the work, CH 1, and continue to SC. The number of SC stitches on each row should stay the same if you are single crocheting into each stitch. So, for this sample, the ﬁrst row has 15 SC; therefore, this second row should have 15 SC as well.


  




  

    

      Half Double Crochet (HDC)


    




    You will use the techniques learned in the slipknot, chain, and single crochet stitches to do a half double crochet stitch; please review the tutorials for them if necessary.
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    1. Make a slipknot and CH 16 for this swatch.
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    2. Do a yarn over.
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    3. Skip the ﬁrst chain, and insert your crochet hook into the back loop of the second chain from your hook.
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    4. Do a yarn over.
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    5. Pull the yarn through just the back loop of the chain. At this point you will have 3 loops on your hook.
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    6. Yarn over and pull through all 3 loops on your hook.
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    7. You have just completed one half double crochet.
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    8. Proceed with creating HDC stitches across the row. At the end, you will have completed 15 HDC. To conﬁrm the math, you ﬁrst chained 16. You skipped the ﬁrst chain. Therefore, there are 15 remaining chains for stitches. Continue as directed in SC for how to work into the stitches below for the next row.


  




  

    

      Double Crochet (DC)


    




    You will use the techniques learned in the slipknot, chain, single crochet, and half double crochet stitches to do a double crochet stitch; please review those tutorials if necessary.
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    1. Make a slipknot and CH 17.
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    2. Do a yarn over.
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    3. Skip the ﬁrst 3 chains and insert your crochet hook into the back loop of the fourth chain from the hook.
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    4. Do a yarn over.
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    5. Pull the yarn through just the back loop of the chain. At this point you will have 3 loops on your hook.
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    6. Do a yarn over.
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    7. Pull the yarn through the ﬁrst 2 loops on your hook— you will have 2 loops left on the hook.
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    8. Do a yarn over.
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    9. Pull the yarn through the remaining 2 loops on your hook. You have just completed a double crochet stitch.
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    At the end of the row, you will have completed 14 DC but the 3 chains you skipped will count as a DC, for a total of 15 DC on that row.


  




  

    

      Slip Stitch


    




    There are times when you will be working in the round, such as when a piece is worked from the center out (like a granny square) or has a tubular shape, like a cowl or a hat. In such cases, you may be called on to join the end of the round with the beginning of the round. To make this join, you will use a slip stitch.
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    1. Make a slipknot, then CH 2.
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    2. Skip the ﬁrst chain from the hook, and make 6 single crochet stitches in the next chain. The stitches will have a bit of a curvature to them. The last single crochet will be somewhat close to the very first single crochet you made.
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    3. To join with a slip stitch, insert your crochet hook under both top loops of the ﬁrst single crochet stitch.
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    4. Do a yarn over.
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    5. Pull this yarn through, going underneath the two top loops and through the loop on the hook. You have just joined a round of single crochet with a slip stitch. Tug a bit on the loop’s base to tighten the slip stitch.


  




  




  

    

      Basic Broomstick Lace
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      To work broomstick lace crochet, you will need a crochet hook and a very large-diameter knitting needle, U.S. size 17 (11 or 12 mm, depending on the brand), 19 (15 or 16 mm, depending on the brand), 35 (19 mm), or 50 (25 mm). These size needles are also sold as broomstick lace pins by some manufacturers. Each pattern will tell you which size crochet hook and knitting needle you need for that particular project.


    


  




  Broomstick lace is made by using the crochet hook to draw loops up onto the large needle, then using the hook to crochet into the center of a group of those loops, which creates the broomstick lace cluster, and then repeating this across row or round. The stitch used to crochet into those loops can be single crochet, half double crochet, double crochet, or treble crochet, the most common being single crochet, which is what I will show you in this tutorial.




  To keep the stitch count the same from row to row or round to round, the number of stitches worked into the group of loops must equal the number of loops in that group. So, for this tutorial, 5 loops are pulled off the knitting needle, then 5 single crochet stitches are worked in the loops, creating the cluster. For each of the patterns included in this book I will indicate, under Pattern Notes, how many stitches the broomstick lace cluster is based on.
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    1. Make a slipknot. With your crochet hook, CH 20.
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    2. Begin Row 1: Slip the loop on your crochet hook to the knitting needle or broomstick lace pin.
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    3. Insert the crochet hook into the back loop of the next chain. Yarn over and pull through. Place this loop on the knitting needle.
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    4. Continue this process across the row.
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    5. At the end of the row, you should have 20 loops on your knitting needle.
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    6. Begin Row 2: Insert the crochet hook through the ﬁrst 5 loops on the knitting needle.
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    7. Yarn over, pull through, and CH 1. (NOTE: You only CH 1 for the ﬁrst cluster on a row or round.)
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    8. Carefully slip the loops off the knitting needle and pinch them together so they do not move.
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    9. Make 5 single crochet stitches through the middle of the loops.
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    10. Insert the crochet hook through the next 5 loops on the needle and carefully slip off the loops.
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    11. Make 5 SC through the middle of the loops.
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    12. Repeat this process for the remaining loops on the knitting needle. You will have made 4 broomstick lace clusters.
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    13. Begin Row 3: Row 3 is very similar to Row 1, in that you will insert your crochet hook into the back loop of each stitch, yarn over, pull through, and place the loop on the knitting needle. To begin, slip the loop currently on your crochet hook to the knitting needle.
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    14. At the end of this row, you should have 20 loops on the knitting needle.
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    15. Begin Row 4: Row 4 is the same as Row 2, in that you will remove the loops in groups of 5 and make 5 SC through the middle of each group of loops. To begin, insert the crochet hook through the ﬁrst 5 loops on the knitting needle.
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    16. Yarn over, pull through, and CH 1. You will only CH 1 for the ﬁrst cluster of the row.
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    17. Carefully slip the loops off the knitting needle and pinch them together so they do not move. Make 5 SC in the middle of the loop cluster.
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