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RV Hacks

400+ Ways to make Life on the Road Easier, Safer, and More Fun!

Marc and Julie Bennett Bestselling Authors of Living the RV Life

• Driving (Including Tips for Big Rigs)

• RV Repairs and Maintenance

• Camping and Campgrounds

• RV Living (Including Cooking and Meal Tips)

• Working on the Road

• Families, Kids, and Pets






Praise for RV Hacks



“New adopters of the lifestyle will join the ranks of happy readers as they learn even more exciting tips and tricks as they enjoy their RV. A copy of RV Hacks should be in every RV on the road today.”

—Bob Zagami, executive director of New England RV Dealers Association

“RV Hacks is full of insights that most RVers could spend years trying to figure out! A huge asset in any RVer’s library.”

—Cherie Ve Ard & Chris Dunphy of Technomadia.com

“Another home run for this dynamic duo! The hacks in this book are great for all levels of RV experience, and so much fun to read you can’t put the book down.”

—Sandy Ellingson, RV industry consultant

“The hacks and tricks contained within this book will save you countless hours of trial and error—and money—and make your journey in an RV so much more enjoyable!”

—Mark Koep, founder and CEO of CampgroundViews.com

“The Bennetts’ newest book is simply a must-have for every RV traveler who is looking to enjoy the journey with a little less stress and a lot more adventure.”

—Jeff Shelton, CEO and owner of Wholesale Warranties

“Marc and Julie’s RV Hacks is jam-packed with need-to-know tips, tricks, and hacks for your RV travels that will keep you on the road longer!”

—Nicole Sult, senior director of customer experience, Lippert Components

“You’re going to want to dig into this book for hundreds of handy hacks that you might never have thought of—it will help you enjoy your RV lifestyle all the more!”

—Rick Kessler, executive editor of RVBusiness

“I wish I had read a book like this before I started RVing; it would have saved me countless hours and helped me plan the best trips possible!”

—Andy Robinowitz, CEO of RV LIFE

“RV Hacks provides hacks and tips for everyday situations that may come up—or just hacks to make your RV experience even better!”

—Sean Nichols, COO of Battle Born Batteries

“The Bennetts’ new book is an encyclopedia of tips from RVers all over North America, continuing a long-standing tradition of RVers sharing things that help them on the road. A lot of great hacks that RVers old and new will appreciate and enjoy.”

—Chris Dougherty, technical director of RV Enthusiast

“Marc and Julie are like those trusted friends you know you can always count on to share invaluable tips and insights; their RV Hacks will help you navigate through it all and enjoy the journey.”

—Sarah Smith, CVO and cofounder of The Dyrt

“Marc and Julie Bennett’s latest book, RV Hacks, is a breath of fresh air, jam-packed with great RV experience and insight.”

—Larry McNamara, CEO and owner of Giant Recreation World

“RV Hacks is really a book for everyone. A great read…wisdom and fun for all. If RVing is important to you—not the mechanics, but the whole RV lifestyle—it is an absolute must.”

—John Sztykiel, cofounder of No Dirty Earth

“RV Hacks is the rare how-to book that has you wanting to do everything in it! The tips and tricks within will genuinely save any RV owner loads of time and money. Bravo to the Bennetts!”

—Jason and Abby Epperson of the RV Miles podcast
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DEDICATION

For all you RVers…young or old, newbie or seasoned, driving motorhomes or towing campers. Whether you’re out living the dream or you find yourself trying to figure out a solution to the conundrums of life on the road, remember: It’s all part of the adventure. We wrote this book for you so you can feel confident in the knowledge that no matter what RV life throws at you, you’ve got this!
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INTRODUCTION

Whether you’re camping just down the road or exploring part of the country hundreds or thousands of miles from you, an RV can bring you amazing adventures, a sense of freedom, and so many great experiences. But, like with any type of travel, things can go wrong once in a while. Don’t worry—RV Hacks is here to help prevent and fix those headaches! In these pages, we’ve collected more than four hundred quick and easy hacks to help improve every aspect of your RV life and travels. You’ll save time and money, make your trip safer, and ensure your whole trip runs as smoothly as possible.

Since 2014, we have been living, breathing, and sleeping the RV lifestyle 24/7 after hitting the road full-time in our RV. We’ve invented and collected hundreds of hacks along the way—with the goal of improving our own RV life, and yours! As we wrote this book, we also reached out to more than two dozen of our favorite RVers (and perhaps yours too?) for their useful advice since they, too, have been there, done that, and lived to tell the tale!

This book is packed with creative solutions for tackling just about every aspect of RV living. For example:


	Nervous about driving that large vehicle? Flip to Chapter 1 for tips on how to improve your skills without risking damage to your RV.

	Terrified of a sewer tank disaster? In Chapter 2, you’ll learn everything you need to stay calm and clean and dump your tanks like a pro.

	
Wondering where to find the best campsites? Chapter 3 recommends a list of websites and apps to help you uncover hidden gems.

	Overwhelmed by how to fit all your stuff in your RV? Get tips and tricks for organization and storage in Chapter 4.

	Unsure how to connect to the Internet while you roam? Find solutions for all things technology and work related in Chapter 5.

	Worried about traveling with pets or kids? Head to Chapter 6 for tips and tools for keeping all members of your traveling party busy, happy, and healthy.



Whatever problems you’re facing, this book has the tips, tools, and answers to get you through them.

You can start at the beginning, jump to the chapter where you need the most help, or randomly flip to any page for a quick tip. Keep this book in your RV as you travel so you can find handy solutions to common problems and learn to RV like a pro. Buckle up, and let’s get on the road!


PS: Find more hacks, discounts, and links—and even submit a hack of your own—at RVLove.com/BonusHacks.








Chapter 1 DRIVING


Hitting the open road in an RV is really exciting, whether it’s your first time or your fiftieth! Whether you’re towing a small trailer or driving a large motorhome, here are our best hacks for planning your trip, improving your gas mileage, and reaching your destination safe and sound.




Allow time and space for serendipity and surprises along the way.
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1 Plan your route in advance.
Spend time planning your route before you get behind the wheel so you are familiar with the route and the best roads to take. This can save you time on travel days and ensure a safer and less stressful drive. The larger the RV, the more important advance trip planning becomes, since the consequences are higher and it’s not as easy to get out of a tricky situation! Proper planning and preparation pay off—literally!



	
2 Don’t overplan your trip.
Allow time and space for serendipity and surprises along the way. If you are too rigid in your planning, you lose the ability to adapt or accept unexpected invitations and opportunities.



	
3 Use rest stops responsibly.
Find rest stops using the USA Rest Stops app or AllStays Pro app, then stay out of the way of truckers who need to stop and rest. They don’t have other options for parking at campgrounds like the rest of us.



	
4 Stop for breaks at state parks.
If you’re looking for somewhere to stop and visit, make a pit stop and take an extended lunch break at a local state park, and park in their public parking lot. Admission is usually under $10 per vehicle—many are free—and if it’s a state you drive through or visit often, it may be worth getting an annual state park pass. Some state parks are more RV friendly than others and tend to be popular, so check their website for more information.





    
        
	
Ten Best Ways to Plan Your RV Route

    	
5 Carry these essential paper books.
For excellent guidance when doing RV route planning, use highly recommended print resources like the latest edition of Road Atlas (by Rand McNally), The Next Exit, Mountain Directory East, and Mountain Directory West and keep them in your RV. Having print books will come in handy if you don’t have Internet access or your phone battery dies.



	
6 Get an RV-specific GPS unit.
Invest in an RV-specific GPS and program it with your RV height, weight, length, and number of propane tanks. It will provide more accuracy and safety than Google Maps or Apple Maps (both designed for cars). No GPS is perfect, so use it but don’t trust it blindly. You still need to pay attention to road signs along the way.



	
7 Use an online trip planner with RV-safe GPS.
Plan your trip with a useful online tool like RVTripWizard.com, which uses your RV-specific data to help you plan RV-friendly routes, find campgrounds, plan fuel stops, and track your trip budget. Then access your trip via the RV LIFE app on your smart device to follow step-by-step RV-safe GPS directions.



	
8 Find free overnight parking.
Break up long drives at free overnight parking locations where it is allowed. Find them using the AllStays app (pay for the pro version—it’s worth it!) with the overnight free parking filter turned on to find Walmart parking lots, truck stops, Cracker Barrel and Cabela’s locations that may allow you to stay.



	
9 Download your route for offline use.
Cell coverage isn’t guaranteed, so download a planned travel route onto your smartphone or tablet so you can follow RV-safe directions, even in areas with spotty or zero cell signal.



	
10 Use Google Satellite and Street View features.
Use these tools to get familiar with the terrain you’ll be traveling and to check the parking options as well as the entry and exit points of gas stations, campgrounds, and other stops before you go. This tip is especially important for big rigs.



	
11 Read websites and use apps.
Use online tools such as AllStays, Big Rigs Best Bets, Campendium, CampgroundReviews.com, CampgroundViews.com, RV LIFE, Togo RV, and The Dyrt to read up on peer-reviewed RV parks and campgrounds.



	
12 Check the weather.
Use services like the NOAA Weather Radar Live app and Weather High-Def Radar app to track inclement weather in the days before your trip and make adjustments to your itinerary or route as needed, to avoid high winds and storms.



	
13 Mix up your travels.
Seek out unique overnight stays at casinos through CasinoCamper.com. Stay at farms, wineries, and golf clubs through programs like Harvest Hosts. Camp for free on private host properties at Boondockers Welcome. Find and book unique outdoor stays through Hipcamp.



	
14 Discover interesting attractions.
Use apps like Roadtrippers, The Dyrt, and RV LIFE to find attractions and plan ahead for scenic lunch spots and bathroom breaks. Take your time and enjoy the journey!



        



    
            	
15 Allow more time for RV road trips.
Don’t plan your ETA around what Google Maps suggests. Road trips by RV almost always take longer than road trips by car for multiple reasons. RVs are typically slower to drive and maneuver, and driving them is more taxing mentally and physically, as you need to really focus. You’re also more likely to stop for meals, bathroom breaks, and roadside attractions—simply because you can. And because you’re taking your vacation home with you, the drive itself is often the entertainment. So plan at least an extra 20 percent of time for RV road trip ETAs, or more if your goal is to take in the sights along the way and not simply drive from home to your destination and back.



	
16 Use Google Maps only for initial route planning.
Google Maps is designed for passenger vehicles, not RVs! It can be handy for doing initial trip planning—the Satellite and Street View functions are useful and also help you find some stops along your way—and it can be a handy backup, but don’t rely on it as your primary navigation tool unless you have a very small RV. Don’t try to take shortcuts, or you’ll learn the hard way.



	
17 Remember that bigger isn’t always better.
Whether you’re renting or buying an RV, choose the smallest one you feel you and your travel companions can be comfortable in. The larger the RV, the more limiting it will be to drive, and the more difficult it will be to find places to park it. It’s not impossible, but it does require more planning and flexibility. For example, you can usually find campsites for large RVs in campgrounds located within 5–20 miles of most national parks, but if you really want to camp inside these popular parks, you’ll have much better luck finding a site and navigating interior roads with a smaller RV.



	
18 Use two GPS units when driving big rigs to offer different route options.
If you have a big rig, it can really pay off to have more than one opinion on the best route to follow. GPS units have different data and software, and therefore provide different recommendations.
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DENNIS AND DONNA BARIL

“We were thrilled when we bought our first Class A motorhome to see an RV GPS in the dashboard. We were assured that our rig’s weight and dimensions were used to calculate routes, thereby avoiding bridges, tunnels, and roads that we should not travel. That’s why we were surprised when just a few weeks later we were on a potholed dirt road with trees hanging all ready to scratch and damage our rig. After unhitching our car and slowly backing out, we knew we needed a better solution. We decided to buy an RV GPS manufactured by a different company. The second GPS often leads us on different routes or portions of routes. We quickly realized the algorithm was different in each unit and neither was best all the time. On one short day trip, one unit chose a 175-mile route and the other chose a 325-mile route! Over the years, we’ve learned to appreciate the difference, and we use Google Maps (which does not route using RV weight and dimensions) or the old standard—paper maps—to review and determine why any conflicts exist and what is the best route to travel. Since that first experience, in 5 years of full-time travel, we’ve never had to disconnect the car along our route.”








19

Decide whether to toll, or not to toll.

Toll roads charge by axle, and unlike passenger cars and trucks, many RVs have more than two axles! RV tolls can easily be two to four times the price of tolls for regular vehicles. Plan ahead and decide if a toll road is worth taking or not. If the toll road saves a lot of miles, it could be worth it in fuel economy savings, as most RVs get poor fuel mileage. Plus, if you’re pressed for time, the toll road might get you there faster. But you can often save on toll charges by taking an alternate—and perhaps more scenic—route to your destination. Use a toll calculator app to help you estimate toll charges. Keep in mind these toll rates are generally for cars, so pad the cost for RVs. You can also set your GPS or navigation app to avoid tolls, where possible.




	
20 Save money at the pump.
Use apps and join RV-friendly fuel programs to locate the best fuel prices in your area. Apps like GasBuddy (for all fuel types)and Mudflap and the TSD Logistics fuel program for RVers (for diesel fuel) can help you save big. Just use Google Street View to make sure you can access the gas station with your RV.



	
21 Check your pre-travel checklist before driving.
Create and follow a pre-travel checklist specific to your RV setup as you pack everything up on departure days, and make sure you’ve covered everything before you put the RV into drive. Print and laminate a list that you can wipe clean for your next trip. Or create a digital version with boxes you can check off each time.



	
22 Sail through cities by avoiding peak traffic.
Driving an RV through a city can be so challenging because of the traffic. But planning your timing will remove stress from your city drive. Make your trip through the heart of the city between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., preferably closer to noon, by driving the interstate that goes right through the middle of the city. Generally, you should encounter less traffic.



	
23 Learn to drive an RV with a moving truck.
If you have never driven a large vehicle before, rent a moving truck before buying, renting, or driving an RV. You’ll get a feel for what it’s like to drive and navigate a large vehicle on roads and through traffic. It’s inexpensive, less complicated, and more durable—just make sure it is covered by insurance! It’s an easy way to gain confidence driving a bigger vehicle before hitting the road in an RV.



	
24 Follow the rule of 3-3-3 to reduce stress and fatigue.
For low-stress travel days and safe arrivals, adopt and follow the rule of 3-3-3 that many experienced RVers swear by. 1) Don’t travel more than 3 days in a row without stopping for a few days’ rest. 2) Try not to drive more than 300 miles in any one day. 3) Arrive at your destination before 3 p.m. Some RVers may prefer to follow a similar 2-2-2 rule, but either one will work, depending on your preferred driving style and pace.
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DUANE LIPHAM OF RVINSPECTIONANDCARE.COM

“Driving motorhomes or towing an RV for long distances can be both physically and mentally taxing. Before we started RVing, I learned that many experienced RVers reduce their travel stress and anxiety by practicing the 3-3-3 rule. I’ve been following this practice for a few years now, and it’s never let me down. I have found it keeps my road stress and anxiety to a minimum, and also ensures we don’t arrive at our campsite in the dark, which makes it easier and safer to set up camp.”





	
25 Scout out boondocking locations ahead of time in your regular vehicle.
If you are planning on camping in your RV on open land without hookups (also known as boondocking), scout out the area in advance with your towed or towing vehicle to ensure the road is suitable and safe to bring your RV on. Look out for narrow roads, deep ruts, low-hanging trees, and low clearance. Even if you’ve been there before, conditions can change over time or become wet and muddy. Many roadside assistance tow trucks may not be willing to drive into remote roads to get you out, so confirm you can access a road before driving in with your RV.



	
26 Understand mile markers and exits.
Exit numbers on most interstate highways are aligned with numbered mile markers—and these reset when entering a new state. So, if you know what number exit you need to get off at, you can quickly estimate how many miles to your destination. For example, if you are at mile marker 60, and you need to exit at mile marker 75, you know you have 15 miles to go. Know whether your upcoming exit will be on the left or right side by paying attention to the position of the tabs on top of the exit signs. As you travel the country, you’ll find right exits are more common, but you’ll come across left exits from time to time.
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27 Use your towed vehicle as a trailer.
If you need to carry a bit of extra cargo for your trip but you don’t have the spare cargo carrying capacity (CCC) in your RV, put the heavier items in your towed vehicle, effectively using it as a trailer. This will help disperse the weight and avoid making the RV overweight, which increases your safety.



	
28 Maximize your fuel economy.
You will get much better fuel economy when you drive between 55 and 60 mph. Most RVs (and trucks) are large and will be impacted by frictional and aerodynamic drag, which both affect your fuel economy. Save on fuel costs by sticking to a safe speed limit of no more than 60 mph. If they are suitable for your RV, take back roads and scenic highways instead of interstates and freeways. These types of roads and slower speeds are not only safer and less stressful, but will also be more enjoyable and relaxing while saving you money.



	
29 Read road signs to stay safe.
Never rely solely on your GPS. Road conditions change, sometimes with very short notice, and GPS units are not foolproof. They are only as good as the data they have, and the data is not always current. Keep on top of GPS software and map updates. And always keep an eye out for signs like this one.
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30 Watch, learn from, and follow truckers.
Pay attention to the driving habits of professional truck drivers—such as the lanes they choose and where they exit. Most have driven those roads many times, and they also stay in communication with other professional drivers, so they often know what’s up ahead. Truckers will likely be choosing lanes best suited for large vehicles, so it may make sense for you to follow them, especially if you’re driving or towing a large RV.



	
31 Turn off propane before driving.
Be safe and reduce damage to your equipment while driving by turning off propane at the tank before driving your RV. When the propane is in operation, it has an open flame—a bad idea when visiting a fuel station. But you also want to avoid having your propane fridge running while the RV is in motion, especially if driving over hills, mountains, or steep grades (use ice to keep your food cold while the propane is off). Operating an RV fridge when it is not level can cause damage to the fridge over time, potentially causing a malfunction or even a fire. Many newer RVs are switching to residential-style fridges, and these can be left on while driving if you have enough battery power or run the generator.



	
32 Know and display the height and weight of your RV.
Check your RV’s height, length, and weight and post them on your RV windshield or dash for easy reference. That way when you’re approaching bridges, tunnels, and smaller roads, you’ll quickly know whether your RV can safely travel on them or you need to find an alternate route. Always add at least a few extra inches to your actual RV height (including rooftop air conditioners, antennas, etc.) before driving under bridges or in tunnels. Over time, as roads are resurfaced, the extra layers of asphalt can reduce the actual safe height available for vehicles driving under them.



	
33 Travel during business hours to access mechanical support.
Plan to drive your RV during regular business hours, if possible. If you break down or a system stops working, you can more easily find support and avoid an after-hours surcharge. Sometimes a simple phone call to a repair shop, your RV dealer, or your RV manufacturer during regular working hours can get you the fix or information you need to get back on the road quickly. RV roadside assistance is a good thing to have—just know that, depending on the issue, you may not always be able to get the level of help you need after hours.



	
34 Find your center in the lane so you drive safely.
When driving a large vehicle or RV, staying centered in your lane is both more important and more difficult than in a car or passenger truck. With your copilot’s help, establish when you are centered in a lane—at a stop sign, for example. Place a dot sticker or piece of blue tape on the windshield to mark a spot aligned visually in the foreground. That will help you line up the dot with a lane divider or the side of the road, providing a consistent, easy visual reference until it becomes second nature.
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35 Practice towing with a U-Haul trailer.
If you have never towed or backed up a trailer, rent a trailer from a moving company like U-Haul and practice in a parking lot before renting or buying an RV. It’s a cheap and low-risk way to get your skills and confidence up before hitting the road with your RV! The rental trailer should be covered by insurance (check!), and you won’t run the risk of damaging your own RV.
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JANINE PETTIT OF GIRLCAMPER.COM AND EDITOR IN CHIEF OF GIRL CAMPER MAGAZINE

“People write to me saying they are scared to tow and asking for advice. Towing is a learned skill set, no different than riding a bike or skiing. Start by going on YouTube to watch videos about how to tow. U-Haul actually has really good videos about how to tow. If you know someone experienced with towing, ask if you can ride along with them and have them show you. The more experienced person can explain what they look for when they are driving—for example, why they might choose one lane or another in given situations. Next, rent a U-Haul trailer. They are only about $20 for a 1-day rental. They will probably even hook it up to your towing vehicle for you. Keep in mind if it was dangerous, insurance companies would not let unskilled people rent trailers! Those trailers are small, lightweight, empty, and durable: perfect for learning. Schedule a time when all the school buses are off the road. Drive around your hometown on roads you are familiar with first. Drive the side roads, in and out of large parking lots. Then, after driving around and building confidence that the trailer is still back there, get on and off of the highway. Remember that all kinds of people tow trailers every day. Those same people put their pants on one leg at a time, just like you do. You have access to the same special skills that they have—you just need to unearth them.”
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