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Moon Books has created two unique series where leading authors and practitioners come together to share their knowledge, passion and expertise across the complete Pagan spectrum. If you would like to contribute to either series, our proposal procedure is simple and quick, just visit our website (www.MoonBooks.net) and click on Author Inquiry to begin the process.


If you are a reader with a comment about a book or a suggestion for a title we’d love to hear from you! You can find us at facebook.com/MoonBooks or you can keep up to date with new releases etc on our dedicated Portals page at facebook.com/paganportalsandshamanpathways/


‘Moon Books has achieved that rare feat of being synonymous with top-quality authorship AND being endlessly innovative and exciting.’
Kate Large, Pagan Dawn
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Way of the Faery Shaman, Flavia Kate Peters
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For Adrien … for asking the questions





Chapter One



The Practical Approach


It was Robert Cochrane who originally coined those now famous words:




If one who claims to be a Witch can perform the tasks of Witchcraft, i.e. summon the spirits and they come, can divine with rod, fingers and birds. If they can also claim the right to the omens and have them; have the power to call, heal and curse and above all, can tell the maze and cross the Lethe, then you have a witch.





Divination is what I would refer to as the practical element of Craft magic, and we don’t even have to be witches to be able to read the portents. But it helps!


Looking into the future is a very ancient practice. As we saw in the chapter: Developing the ‘Art of Seeing’, in Traditional Witchcraft for Urban Living, thousands of recorded British customs and superstitions all have their roots in fortune-telling spells and charms, and they are as fashionable today as they were way back when. In fact, it’s been said that divination was as commonplace in the past as satellite communication is today: it was part of everyday life for everyone from king to commoner. It utilised all manner of techniques and methods from a simple nut placed on the fire grate to the complicated reading of the Roman auspices.


For example a few of these techniques include:


Aeromancy: Divination using the formation of clouds and other patterns in the skies.


Botanomancy: Divination through plant life; may include the burning of plants and foretelling future events through the ashes or smoke.


Crystallomancy: An ancient form of casting lots using small stones. Or crystalomancy: Divination by studying a crystal ball.


Daphnomancy: Using the smoke of burning branches of the laurel tree to answer questions and forecast upcoming events.


Enoptromancy: An ancient method using a shiny surface placed in water.


Felidomancy: Divination through the observation of felines, including domestic and wild cats.


Geomancy: An ancient system interpreting the patterns and shapes or events found in nature.


Halomancy: Foretelling by interpreting the formation of the crystals when salt is poured to the ground.


Ichthyomancy: Observing the behaviour of fish both in and out of the water.


Jungism: The understanding of mythic symbolism as it relates to the human subconscious.


Kephalonomancy: Ancient method of pouring lighted carbon on the skull of a goat or donkey to determine guilt or innocence.


Lampadomancy: Divination through the observation of flames from a candle or flaming torch.


Metopomancy: Divination and character analysis by studying the lines on a person’s forehead.


Necromancy: Contacting the spirits of the dead to interpret omens and forecast future events.


Oinomancy: An ancient Roman practice of interpretation through the study and evaluation of the colour, consistency and taste of wine.


Psephomancy: Divination by selecting at random, small stones from a pile.


Qabbala: A blend of powerful divinely-inspired divination and mysticism.


Rune Stones: A series of mystic symbols thrown or selected to determine the future.


Scrying: Divination by interpreting the play of light on a shiny object or surface.


Tephramancy: Interpreting the ashes of a combustible object.


Uromancy: Divination using urine.


Visualisation: A controlled level of consciousness during which the seeker can divine answers to questions.


Wort-Lore: The understanding of the appropriate herbs to use to aid divination.


Xylomancy: Using the arrangement of dried sticks to predict the future.


Ying-Yang: Describe how seemingly opposite or contrary forces may actually be complementary, interconnected, and interdependent in the natural world, and how they may interrelate to one another and influence future events.


Zoanthropy: Divination by observing and interpreting the flames of three lighted candles placed in a triangular position.


A deep-rooted belief in divination has existed throughout the ages, among both the uncivilized and the most civilized of cultures, as the desire to know the future continually gave rise to some weird and wonderful ways of peering into it. The Egyptians used dreams (i.e. temple sleep) to divine the will of the gods; the Druids used many different forms of divination, as did the Hebrews. Although augury was first implemented by the Chaldeans, the Greeks became addicted to it; and among the Romans no important action of State was undertaken without the advice of the augers and their pre-occupation with raw liver!


Pliny the Elder attributed the invention of augury to Tiresias the seer of Thebes, and this type of omen-reading was already one millennium old in the time of Classical Greece; the fourteenth-century BCE diplomatic correspondence preserved in Egypt called the ‘Amarna correspondence’ reveals that the practice was familiar to the king of Alasia in Cyprus who needed an ‘eagle diviner’ to be sent from Egypt. This earlier, indigenous practice of divining by bird signs, familiar in the figure of Calchas, the bird-diviner to Agamemnon (Homer, Iliad, I.69), was largely replaced by divination through inspection of the sacrificial victim’s entrails – haruspices – during early days of archaic Greek culture. Plato notes that hepatoscopy (‘liver-gazing’) held greater prestige than augury by means of birds.


Both oracles and seers in ancient Greece practiced divination. Oracles were the conduits for the gods on earth; their prophecies were understood to be the will of the gods verbatim and usually communicated to rulers and prominent persons. Seers were interpreters of signs provided by the gods via natural signs and were more numerous than the oracles being highly valued by all Greeks, not just those with the wherewithal to travel to Delphi or other such sites, where pythiai perched on stools, inhaling noxious fumes. As it does today, the ancient Greeks made use of various techniques of divinatory practice: either direct or indirect, and, either spontaneous, or artificial.


Direct divination is where and when a seeker might experience divination by way of dreaming and dreams or by way of a temporary experience of madness, or phrensy (frenzy), all of these conditions being a state from which an inspired recognition of truth is attained. A necessary condition is that the seeker has made an effort to produce a mental or physical state which encourages a flash of insight. These historically attested efforts included sleeping in conditions whereby dreams might be more likely to occur, inhaling certain vapours, the chewing of leaves, drinking of blood, etc.


Under these conditions the seeker may gain the power of prophecy, albeit temporary, that was associated with caves and grottoes within Greek divination, and the nymphs and Pan who were associated with caves often bestowed the gift of prophesy. Pan was able to dwell within people, a condition known as panolepsy that causes inspirational abilities relating to divination or prophecy. A degree of possession of an individual by a nymph is known as nympholepsy, meaning ‘caught by nymphs’ … a term we would use today as someone ‘being fairy led’.


Indirect divination whereby a seeker observes natural conditions and phenomenon such as ‘sortilege’, and chance encounters with the animal kingdom. This consists of the casting of lots, or sortes, whether with sticks, stones, bones, beans, coins, or some other item and often interpreted by a third party. Modern playing cards and board games are believed to have been developed from this type of divination, whereby dice or counters are cast in order to predict the future.


But not all divinatory methods were well received. As early as 692. the Quinisext Council, also known as the ‘Council in Trullo’ in the Eastern Orthodox Church, passed canons to eliminate paganism and the practice of divination, but it continued to be popular well into the Middle Ages despite being frequently banned by the Church. In fact the seven artes magicae or artes prohibitae, i.e. those methods of divination prohibited by canon law (as expounded by Johannes Hartlieb in 1456), were:




• Nigromancy


• Hydromancy


• Aeromancy


• Pyromancy


• Chiromancy


• Scapulimancy


• Geomancy





It has been suggested that the division between the four ‘elemental’ disciplines (i.e. geomancy (Earth), hydromancy (Water), aeromancy (Air) and pyromancy (Fire) appears to be a contrivance of the time, but traditional forms such as chiromancy was the divination from a subject’s palms as practised by the Romany (at the time recently arrived in Europe), and scapulimancy, the divination from animal bones, in particular shoulder blades as practised in peasant superstition. By contrast, nigromancy came from scholarly ‘high magic’ derived from High Medieval grimoires such as the Picatrix or the Liber Rasielis and was classed as ‘black magic’ and demonology, by the vernacular etymology, from necromancy.
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