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INTRODUCTION


Why Men Finally Seek Marriage






 






If you’re thumbing through the pages of this book, I can assume that, whether you’re married or not, you have some interest in discovering why men fear marriage. Maybe you have this interest because you would like to marry one day, and after all the dates you’ve been on, all the relationships you’ve had, you haven’t once come close to receiving that proposal. Or after being divorced once or twice, you’re ready to try marriage again. Or maybe it’s because all of your girlfriends—women you believe are beautiful, intelligent, and successful—always remark how men today just don’t seem to want marriage.


Whatever the reason, I am confident this book will tell you all you need to know to answer the question of why men do indeed fear marriage.


But what I’d like to do before I continue with this introduction is give you a little piece of advice if you happen to be one of the so-called lucky women who are in a relationship that seriously seems to be heading toward marriage.


If you plan on marrying your man and he is under thirty years old—don’t! He’s too young.


I’m not saying that he’s immature, or that he’s not smart or successful, or that he doesn’t have the most respectable intentions. He’s just too young.


If you’re at the age, where, on average, you’re dating men under the age of thirty, this might be one of the reasons why you’re not married. Your man is too busy dating other women. It’s a conquest of ours that started not long after the first time we had sex.


Young men love the hunt, the chase, the challenge of finding an attractive woman, getting in her head, and talking her into what he wants most. Sex.


For so much of our young lives, this is how we measured success: how many women we have slept with. This is what drives most of us under the age of thirty, and what we think about while at work—what bar or club we’re going to go to in order to talk to women.


But don’t despair. There’s a point when this becomes old to us. The age varies, but it’s somewhere around the mid-thirties when one day, we’re attempting to have sex with any woman who will allow us to, and the next, we’re looking for a wife.


I see it happening to all my friends. They’re changing right in front of my eyes. Let me tell you why that is.


Sex is great. You’ve probably heard this from a male friend of yours, but what men think is even better than sex is new sex.


But there’s a point when even new sex becomes the same old thing.


I was speaking to a close friend of mine the other day. He said, “I know I’m sounding like a chick, but I’m tired of having sex if there’s no emotional involvement.”


I agreed with him, jokingly told him that he did sound like a chick, but I understood exactly where he was coming from.


For the average guy, who has been having sex for almost twenty years, or even more, how much more does he need? What more can we experience that we haven’t already felt, or tasted?




But there’s something else. We become tired.


You ask, tired of what? From the day-to-day juggling of women.


Most of us, over the course of our dating lives, don’t date just one woman at a time. We date three or four or five.


It’s wrong, I know. All men know this, but we do it anyway, feeling as though we have to supplement one woman with the next, in order to attain all the qualities we want, but can’t find in a single woman.


This is fun for us when we’re twenty, or even thirty, but after fifteen or twenty years of dating several women, lying to others, having to schedule your comings and goings so as not to have you bumping into our other women when leaving our houses—this becomes simply exhausting.


Bottom line, we not only get tired of all the calculating, we get tired of you, of having to be a caring, concerned full-time boyfriend five times over. It’s hard enough maintaining one relationship.


There will always be a certain amount of drama attached to each partner. We accept that, as I’m sure you do when dating us. But imagine getting drama multiplied by five. Dealing with PMS from five separate women, especially when two or three of your periods occur around the same time.


Imagine buying birthday gifts for five different women, and eating Thanksgiving dinner five separate times. Then there’s five Christmas gifts to purchase, five invitations to spend that holiday with your family, not to mention New Year’s Eve—11:59 P.M. on December 31 happens only once a year. We have to decide which one of you to spend that moment with.




After so many years, we mature, and determine that we don’t feel like dealing with that drama anymore.


Also, over those years of maturation, while we’re maxing out our credit cards, buying those Christmas gifts, the smart man, the kind of man you’re looking for now, was also going to school, getting an education. He was climbing the corporate ladder, earning and saving money, and acquiring assets, like a home and investments.


So one day, we look around and realize we no longer want to stay out till one A.M. on a Wednesday night and then stagger home, only to wake up with a pounding headache and have to go to work. We want to build on the success we’ve had on our jobs; we want to climb even higher up that ladder. But once that happens, we don’t want to discover that the only person we have to share those accomplishments with is the girl with the beautiful body we met in the club a week ago, took home, had sex with, then woke up to find she had scurried away after vomiting in our sheets.


No, that’s not what we want.


When we were kids, after we came home from school with a star on our papers to show our mothers, she rewarded us with a hug and a kiss. We want that again. We want someone who’ll appreciate what we’ve done, what we’re doing, and show us that appreciation, that supportive affection.


Around the mid-thirties is when men just naturally settle, when we (most of us, not all of us) get tired of having our guy friends over at all times of night, playing Xbox 360. This is the time when we know we should be eating healthier, and for some reason (whether it’s true or not) believe that a woman would make sure that happens.




And as we continue to age, something else happens: we become more aware of our own mortality.


When I was twenty-eight, I told my oldest brother I would never have children.


He lay back on his sofa, crossed his arms under his head, and smiled. “You say that now, but one day you’re gonna want a little you in this world.”


He was right.


As we near or pass thirty-five, if we haven’t already had children, some of us realize that we’re about halfway done with our lives, and we ask ourselves, what do we have to show for it? Hmmm, we ponder. A string of women we had sex with, some of them we lied to, led on for years, then finally dumped when they thought we were going to propose.


As mature men, that’s no longer enough for us.


These days, whenever I speak with my male friends, the conversations always seem to be about the opposite sex, about the possibility of getting married and having children.


“By this time next year, I’m gonna be married,” my friend told me two months ago.


I asked him, to whom? He said he didn’t know. He hadn’t met her yet. “But it doesn’t matter. I’m going to find her, and marry her,” he assured me.


That is how serious we become.


Not to say that a man’s fear all of a sudden disappears. We’re still fearful. But after so many years of meaningless, go-nowhere relationships, we come to understand that our situations are dire.




I watched one forty-year-old friend of mine eat two bowls of Fruity Pebbles for dinner the other night.


After he poured the second bowl, he shook the box, weighing its contents in his hand, and said, “There should be enough left for breakfast tomorrow, and maybe even dinner.”


I’ll admit that I’ve eaten cans of tuna for breakfast, a meatless microwaved chicken patty for lunch, pancakes and spinach salad for dinner. And this was not even a year ago. That’s not cool. Not…cool.


After so many years of doing this, we understand this is not the way we are supposed to live our lives. This is not the way we want to live our lives.


Then why don’t men just get serious, buckle down, man up, find a woman to love, and get married?


Because, as this book will explain, there are some fears that, as men, we contend with.


We may tell ourselves that we want to find a good woman to date, that we won’t even mind if she has children by another man, but then we might start to doubt if her children will like us, wonder what issues we may have to deal with regarding that child’s father, and if, for some reason, in the future, the mother has to choose a side, will it be that of the child, the father, or ours?


As men, we often tell ourselves that we are willing to accept a woman exactly as she is, but then we become concerned about the possibility of her changing after we marry her. Will she become a different woman? Will we receive as much sex? Will she gain weight? Will she be unfaithful, divorce us, take the house, our children, and half of everything we own?




But what drives us away from the thought of marriage is not just what we believe might happen, but what we hear, what we’ve seen with our own eyes as children growing up.


When a man hears from another man—his coworker, best friend, brother, or even father—that marriage is not as enjoyable as it’s made out to be, that a man is maybe better off never marrying, we take heed of that warning.


Or when, as children, we see firsthand our own parents’ marriage dissolve, we question whether we can make it work when they could not.


These are just a few of the obstacles men face when we contemplate marriage. So with all this to scare us half to death, why would we even think about taking a chance on marriage?


Because, like I said before, men want marriage. We’re just a little afraid, and we need just a little help from you.


So, within the pages that follow is not just the information you need to understand why men fear marriage, but advice on what you can do to help that hesitant man through his fear. But before that, chapter 2 will inform you of exactly what types of men are out there, which ones to choose, and which ones to avoid. It’ll also give tips on how to approach those men, whether he should take your number or you should take his, and the best way to enjoy the first date.


Beyond that, this book gives you the real reason why some men will date a woman for five or ten years and never marry her, only to turn around and marry the next woman he dates, whom he’s known for only six months.


And for you women who are serious about wanting marriage, and wanting it now, chapter 9 will list the ten steps that will make him say, “Will you marry me?”


Not all men want marriage, but I strongly believe most do. Unfortunately, we hold back from energetically and faithfully pursuing that goal because of our fear of what the outcome might be.


After reading Why Men Fear Marriage, I know that you will not just have a better understanding of what has men clinging to their single status, but this book will educate you, help you determine if your man is truly worth considering for marriage, or if you should walk away from him now. It will empower you to see situations the way we, as men, see them, and inform you as to whether he plans to spend the rest of his life with you, or if he’s just using you as a “bridge woman.” (More on that in chapter 8.)


So, whether you’re actively seeking marriage or just want insight into what may present challenges to you when you do decide to look, I am confident that Why Men Fear Marriage should help in your search to find answers to all your questions.


Thanks. Now, learn and enjoy.















CHAPTER ONE


Why Men Develop a Negative Opinion toward Marriage









 




The marriage model


Our parents’ marriage, for us, is supposed to be the example of what a good marriage is, right? When we watch our mother and father, how they relate as a married couple, this is supposed to be the blueprint for how we’re supposed to behave when we grow old enough to marry.


That is the way it’s supposed to work, and believe it or not, it does work that way.


Think about your close friends whose parents are still married. Are those friends married now? Many of them probably are.


Now think about your close friends whose parents are divorced, or who were raised by a single parent. How many of them are married today? Most likely not as many.


As kids, if we see that the two people raising us, a mother and father who are in love, get along, treasure their time together, and are happy, we will one day want the same for ourselves.


If we had a happy childhood, one that we knew was created and supervised by our parents, we know we have them to thank for that, and we will look forward to the opportunity to one day give our children the same.


What is interesting is that as children, we don’t always have to be happy to later want marriage. Once we are old enough, we understand that it’s natural that our parents weren’t happy twenty-four hours of the day, either.


Here is where the model is important.


Parents are going to argue. There are going to be disagreements.


My parents are divorced. That happened when I was eight years old.


Building up to that point, they argued a lot. They experienced conflicts they could not resolve. There was a lot of tension between the two of them, which ultimately led to divorce.


Because of their arguing, and their subsequent separation, the message I took away from the experience was, if I get married, and if problems occur, the way to resolve them is to leave. But in doing that, I’d know that the same way my father hurt me with his departure, I will hurt my children. So to avoid that from happening, I told myself that it might be best if I never marry.


But what about the parents who argued but never got divorced? The parents who disagreed and raised their voices sometimes, but then calmed down, talked things out, and resolved their issues? What do the children of those couples believe?


They understand that arguing and the occasional spat is part of marriage, or any worthwhile relationship. But what they also learn is that compromise and understanding is part of that as well. They learned this from hearing the arguments their parents waged, then seeing them resolve those problems. They’ve seen what years of determination and dedication to a marriage can bring, as opposed to what so many other men see—the failure of their parents’ marriage, then their mother and father walking along separate paths, many of them dating for the rest of their lives, but never marrying again.


Guess what kind of effect that has on the average man? How many of us do you believe would be rushing to the altar to find ourselves in the exact same situation as our fathers? That is, even if we knew our fathers.


No father in the home


I don’t believe people appreciate just how important fathers are. I often say, if there was no father, there would be no Tiger Woods, just some guy named Eldrick Woods. That’s not to say he wouldn’t have been a great banker, or cable technician, or Walmart associate. I’m just giving an example of how much influence a father can have on his son’s life.


Keeping with Tiger Woods for a moment, he married before he was even thirty years old. That goes against most of what I say in this book. But, then again, I’m speaking from the point of view of a boy who grew up without a father.


Tiger Woods’s father was around. He was married to Tiger Woods’s mother, and he was present in his son’s life.


I imagine that, as a child, just about every morning when Tiger Woods sat himself at the breakfast table, he’d see his parents there. And just about every day, he’d see them interact. But what also happened is what happens with all the other little girls and boys whose fathers are in the home—those children will spend time with their fathers. Those children will learn from their fathers; they will be loved by their fathers. And for little boys, this is especially important—that they will be taught by their fathers.


As the boy grows into a teenager and starts to date, the father will tell his son about the importance of relationships, and soon guide him, tell him what to expect from marriage, how much that union can improve his life. There will be no question as to whether the son will want to get married, for the same reason that children of parents who have gone to college are more likely to go, or that the children of parents who are readers will probably develop a love for reading as well.


But what happens to the little boys when there is no father in the home? How do we grow up, and what will our opinions of marriage be?


Boys without a father in the home will wake up and sit at the table and eat breakfast with their mother, or alone with their siblings because their mother is off to work. Boys without a father present will have to rely on their mother to tell them about “the birds and the bees.” But really, what mother wants to have that conversation with her son? And nowadays, do mothers even know at what age to have it?


When I was young, the average age a boy started thinking about, or actually having, sex was sixteen. Do you really think your son is waiting that long today? And if he hasn’t lost his virginity by sixteen, considering the Internet, and raunchy music videos, and cable television porn, he probably knows more about sex than you do.




But getting back to the little boy growing up without a father, if there are “father and son” activities in school (which most schools don’t even conduct anymore because so many fathers are absent), he won’t participate in them.


There will be no father-and-son time around the house—the time when, as boys, we will look up to our father, try to emulate him, desire to be just like him when we grow into men. At this point in a boy’s life, we will create our own definition of what father means, purely by the example we witness. But if there is no father there…


When we start to desire the attention of girls, we’ll find a way to get that attention, and we’ll find a place to give them our attention, whether in our mother’s basement, in the backseat of our cars, or even behind the school.


Boys will use girls only to fulfill our sexual needs, and at that age, be it fifteen or sixteen years old, determine that girls have no other real importance.


After graduation from high school, when we go to college or start working a job, we will see women the same way. Why would we have a reason to change our minds? There was no father there to tell us, or teach us, about marriage. And no, I’m not saying that you, as the mother, could not inform your child, try to positively persuade him. But when the father is in the home, married to the mother, and speaks to his child about it, it’s more than a suggestion. It becomes an endorsement, because the father is practicing what he preaches, living what he speaks. But if there is no father there, like there has not been for so many of the men who are of marrying age today, why would we want to marry? It certainly wouldn’t be based on what we’ve seen. You might say that if we grow to love a woman, then we should want to marry her. But a man can love a woman for the rest of his life and still feel no need to marry her if he doesn’t know the benefits, doesn’t understand the reasoning behind it.


This is something that may cause us to move very slowly when considering taking steps in that direction, or leave us frozen.


So, does that mean that all is lost, that the generation of boys today will have just as much trepidation as the men of today because of the absence of their fathers? Yes, it could very well mean that. Or there could be something that you, as mothers, could do to eliminate that possibility.


Marketing marriage


If you’re a single mother, how will your son find out about marriage?


If you’re divorced, what’s your son’s opinion of marriage now? Did you know it while you were still married?


If you’re happily married, your son is being raised by you and your husband. He sees the two of you every day, and if he’s still a young boy, when he gets old enough to wonder, most likely there will be discussion as to how the two of you got married, and why.


But what if you have a son and you’re not married? There will be no man to wonder about, to ask questions about, so there will be no discussion about marriage.




So how will he ever find out? Will you tell him about marriage?


You should. Believe it or not, by default, it is your responsibility.


Ask yourself, as a single mother, how often do you promote marriage to your son? Have you even discussed it, ever given him the definition of marriage? Ever felt the need to? Probably not.


Single women, be they those who have never been married or those who, for whatever reason, have gotten divorced, probably don’t feel like breaking into song all of a sudden about the joys of marriage. If it was so great, you wouldn’t have to promote it. You’d be married, and the promotion would take care of itself, the way it’s supposed to. Right?


But for your son, it’s a bad thing that you haven’t had this discussion, that you haven’t told him how wonderful a marriage union can be, even if yours flopped.


Why?


Think about how you were first introduced to marriage. If your parents are together, or at least were together, then you found out about it from them. But if you were raised by your mother alone, or even by just your dad, you probably were first introduced to the idea of marriage and weddings and two people falling in love by a cartoon, a children’s book, or maybe a fairy tale, where the princess marries the prince at the end.


Later, your girlfriends talked about it, how they were going to marry their favorite teen idol. Girls look through wedding magazines and fantasize about the day they will one day be brides.


Boys don’t think about stuff like that. Marriage, baby dolls, weddings—none of those things are promoted to boys. As kids, we’re more interested in monsters than marriage, race cars than wedding rings.


I’m not faulting my mother, but I believe that if she were to have at least once sat me down and told me all the benefits there are to being married, how wonderful an institution it is, and that I should make it a goal in my life, just as she pushed me to get an education and follow my career dreams, I think I might be married now.


But ladies, know that it’s never too late. If you’re single and raising a son, or a daughter, for that matter, or if you’ve gotten divorced and your son is seventeen and about to leave the nest, or even if he’s thirty years old and has been on his own for some time, schedule a mother-son talk with him. (Pick a day and sit him down and promote marriage as if it’s the best thing since free cell phone long-distance calling.)


If you haven’t done it already, do it. You owe him at least that, considering the damage you may have done him in the past without even knowing.


How you turn your son off to marriage


You’re a single mom, so you’re divorced, or for some reason you chose not to marry the father of your child. It could be because of something you did, or something he did, or it was just his decision not to take you as his wife, or at least stick around to raise his son.




He says his reasons were good ones. “I didn’t know I’d have to be here all the time just to raise a kid,” or, “If you told me you wanted to get married before I got you pregnant, I never would’ve had sex with you.”


“Yeah, right!” you say.


But because of your child’s father’s departure, you have certain feelings about him, and maybe they are not pleasant feelings.


If that’s the case, know that those feelings should always be kept to yourself. Never let your child in on them. If you look into your son’s eyes and tell yourself he has eyes just like his good-for-nothing, lying, cheap, cheating scoundrel of a father, that might tempt you to say those things aloud. Don’t do that.


If we know our father—and most times even if we don’t (seeing a photo, or just knowing he’s out there)—many of us boys still worship him. Although bashing him might make you feel good, it makes your son feel awful.


Your son will not only see the anger that’s in you, but hear it, and feel it. Even though that anger is not directed at him, he’ll tell himself he would never want to make you that angry at him. He’ll also tell himself that he never wants anyone else to be that angry. To avoid that, he may tell himself he’ll avoid what his father has done—having a child.


And if he tells himself he doesn’t want children, and if he still believes that marriage comes first, that couples marry so that they can have children, he may tell himself that if he has no plan for kids, then there’s no need for marriage.


Speaking badly about his father doesn’t even make you feel good, does it?




All it does is make your son feel bad, and, believe it or not, makes you look bad.


And if you tell yourself you’ll take that hit, knowing that at least you’re informing your kids of what kind of rotten man they have as a father, abandon that theory, because it’s not necessarily true.


My mother never said a negative word about my father, but his actions alone, before their divorce and after, always let me know he wasn’t as good a man as he could’ve been and should’ve been.


But there’s something else that you do that can make your sons less likely to want to marry.


Dating.


I know. You’re a single mom, and you’ve been raising your son for the last two years, and you haven’t had a date since. You’re so wired that every time the sixty-five-year-old mailman drops off your letters, you wonder if he’d be down for ditching his bag and stepping inside for a quickie.


Your sole existence isn’t just about being a mother, you tell yourself. You’re a woman. You want a life, too!


The same goes if you’ve been married and now you’re divorced. There’s a point when you feel you want and need to get back out there and reacquaint yourself with the woman you once were. But you have that two-year-old at home, or that ten-year-old, or your twins who are twelve. Whatever the age, you’ve got kids, but not every guy should be introduced to them.


You understand all that stuff. But you still would love to have a conversation about something other than Sesame Street, and drink something harder than imaginary tea from your kid’s plastic teacups.




So you meet a guy, go out on a date. You tell yourself you’ll take it slow, and not invite the guy in and risk exposing your kid to him too soon. But eventually, he grows on you. You’ve been dating him for six months, and you tell yourself your son will like him.


You make the introductions. The guy starts spending nights at your place. Your son starts bumping into him in the middle of the night on the way to the bathroom. The guy is walking around your house in his underwear and tube socks like your son’s father used to do, and, unbeknownst to you, your five-year-old son is like, “What the f*&% is going on?!”


One day, your new guy finally shows his true colors—does something unforgivable—and you end it, only to have to start all over again with someone else. Three months later, you’re introducing your son to your new “friend,” who’ll eventually walk around the apartment in his underwear.


You have to know this is sending the wrong message to your son. And if you’re trying in any way to promote marriage to him, this is the exact opposite of how it should be done.


When your son sees this guy, the guy you’re dressing up for, cooking dinner for, giggling with and kissing on the cheek, the first thing he’ll do is think about his father. He will tell himself that you put his dad out for this clown. But what’s worse, rather than going through all the pain his father went through after the divorce, which all came from being married, your son will decide to just date women. As he would’ve witnessed by your example, he’ll see that he’ll receive all the benefits that a married man receives, but doesn’t have to go through all the drama of a potential divorce.




So what do you do?


There’s something you should always remember in regard to men. It’s a blanket statement that pretty much covers all of us, and you can apply it to practically any situation. Make it your new golden rule.


If a man is interested, he’ll let you know.


There it is. Now let me tell you how it applies to your dating issues.


Some men don’t date women with children. If you’re dating a guy now, he most likely isn’t one of those guys, because you have kids and he’s dating you, right? Then again, some of those guys make exceptions to their rule because of a specific interest they may take in you.


If you happen to have a guy who doesn’t like kids, you’ll eventually know it, because even though he’s interested in you, he hasn’t all of a sudden started loving children.


They know you have kids, but you’ll find that they never ask about them. For Christmas, they will give you a gift, but will act as though your kid doesn’t even exist. Your guy will never ask about your child, never want to spend time with him or her, and eventually you’ll realize that, truly, his only interest is in you.


But you really like him, and you decide that you will introduce him to your kid anyway, and hope that something positive happens.


That’s the worst mistake you can make.


Your guy will allow this to happen, because he knows he can’t say, “I haven’t asked about the little crumb snatcher, so I don’t give a hog’s balls about him.” But that’s what he wants to say. Remember the rule: “If a man is interested, he’ll let you know.”


You arrange the meeting. Your kid smiles, your man groans, then fakes a smile. Then, not long after that, everything goes right back to the way it was, only now your kid is tagging along in the backseat of his car everywhere the two of you go.


That man’s opinion has not changed. He still doesn’t like children, and isn’t even trying to put up a front.


You’re smiling ear-to-ear in the front seat, thinking how wonderful this is, when your child is in the back, knowing, sensing correctly, that this guy practically hates his six-year-old guts.


That doesn’t mean that you can’t ever introduce a man you’re interested in to your kids. You just have to allow him to show an interest in a meeting first, and then you can decide if and when a meeting should happen.


If you’ve been dating a man for six months, or even three months, and he hasn’t at least inquired about your kid, maybe asked when he could meet him, you should probably let that guy go.


If a guy you’ve been dating for only a month says he loves kids and he can’t wait to meet your son, consider him a possible good catch. But most likely you should still make him wait, because you hardly know him yourself.


What I’m saying is, keep the number of guys you’re interviewing for the “dad” position to a minimum. All it will do is confuse your son, and start to devalue the significance of relationships and marriage in his eyes. And you really don’t want to do that, because marriage already gets so much of a bum rap from everyone else.




Bad word of mouth


Women gossip, but men impart knowledge. At least that’s what we believe.


Men tell other men—our friends, our male family members, as well as our coworkers, or even the guy sitting next to us at the barbershop—things, give them information, in hopes that they will listen to what is told to them, learn from it, and maybe not make the same mistakes that we have made.


The sad thing is, some of the advice guys give other guys is stuff like, “You’re so lucky to be single. I wish I never got married! And if you’re considering it, think again.”


Why would they say such a thing?


Maybe because they hate their marriage, and believe that by warning their friends, those guys might avoid what one guy believes to be the nightmare he can never wake up from.


You might say, okay, so one guy tells a friend or two never to get married. That shouldn’t have that much of an effect on all the other guys who are considering doing it. No, it wouldn’t if it was just one or two, or even two hundred, guys saying negative things about marriage. But it’s so many more than that.


You’re probably thinking, why would men listen to something like that?


Understand, sometimes it’s not just our friends giving the warning. Many of our parents are divorced, men and women. If a guy still has a close relationship with his father after his divorce, depending on the experience the father had in the marriage (which, since he’s divorced, we should assume was a negative one), he may tell his son that he might want to think twice about doing the same thing. Or even if his father doesn’t say exactly those words, he may never again get married.


After divorcing my mother, my father never remarried, but continues to live with the same woman for decades. What kind of message do you think that sends to me and men like me?


Men listen, even if it is to the old guys at the barbershop, speaking to no one in particular about how evil and selfish their wives are. Single men have to deal with being told every day by married men how lucky they are to still be single, and that if the married guys could do it all over again, they’d never get married.


Now, don’t get me wrong. All the guys I just mentioned who are still married probably love much that comes with marriage, possibly even most of it. But like I said before, men aren’t quick to tell other men about things like that.


When was the last time you were on the bus or in the park and overheard a conversation between two men that went something like this:


“Aw, gee, I just adore my wife and love being married to her. Love and marriage are such wonderful things.”


The other guy asks, “How long you two been hitched?”


“Ten great years,” the first man says. “You really ought to do it. You don’t know what you’re missing.”


“No, buddy, I do know. All my male friends say how fantastic they feel each morning they wake up, knowing they’re married.”


Most guys have never heard anything like that from another man. I’m forty years old, and I’ve never heard anything remotely close.


But what we do hear from almost every guy who’s been divorced is that he’s never going to get married again. Or we hear how the woman he used to be married to took everything he had, married some guy ten years younger than him, and that they are living in the house the husband had built with his own hands.


Men are told by other men—by our friends, our brothers, our fathers—men we respect and trust—not to go marching down that aisle with you…or else.


Sure, some of us, probably most of us, don’t allow a few cautionary tales spoken by obviously hurt men to stop us from going ahead with our decision to one day get married.


But if those words don’t ultimately stop us, they definitely cause us to pause, stop, and think. They might even have us question that if all, or most, or even a few, of the men whom we trust most in this world tell us that marriage is worse than any torture man can ever imagine and to avoid it at all cost, maybe we should consider doing what they say.
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