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  To my captain, Carolyn, with love.


  Introduction

  As we look back at Derek Jeter’s career and try to capture its many memorable moments and achievements in one volume, we’ve got good news and bad news. The good news is that so many memories have been created, so many records smashed, so many unforgettable victories won that it’s difficult to whittle it down to so few pages.

  This book will trace Jeter’s legendary baseball career, from his early minor league struggles, to his exhilarating days as a Yankee superstar, to his status as an enduring symbol of the steroid-free athlete. Indeed, his intangible ability to play at a high level in the postseason makes him the face of the modern Yankees dynasty—and of America’s national pastime.

  Fans of Jeter have witnessed events that are carved indelibly into the collective memory of baseball, like his unforgettable dive into the stands, his dramatic 3,000th hit, his November home run, the Flip Play, his farewell speeches at the old Yankee Stadium and to “The Boss,” George Steinbrenner.

  All the sights and sounds you associate with Jeter are here, too. The sly, dimpled smile, those famous green eyes. Chanting Jeter’s first and last names—Der-ek Jee-tah! Der-ek Jee-tah!—with thousands of other raucous fans. All those wonderful interactions with youngsters while waiting for his turn at bat, that inside-out swing producing a line-drive single to right field so unlike anything that had come before (and few have come since), the rhythmic clapping of hands after rounding first base. The softly sonorous, oh-so-familiar voice of Bob Sheppard—“Now batting for the Yankees . . . number 2 . . . Derek Jeter . . . shortstop . . . number 2.”

  All that, my friends, is more than you could fit in a hundred scrapbooks.

  You’ll relive your own memories of Jeter’s career as you page through this book—your first game watching him play at Yankee Stadium, the view of him leading the team out of the dugout and onto the field to start the game . . . the time you got his autograph . . . the afternoon you saw him collect four hits.

  Derek Jeter’s sensational career is a baseball story for the ages: a skinny, biracial kid from Michigan who grew up to become New York’s most beloved sports figure. Of course you know the bad news is that the 2014 season is Jeter’s final season wearing pinstripes. So as we close the book on his brilliant career, you can be sure that Jeter’s march toward the Hall of Fame has been dignified and certain; he exemplifies leadership and displays a hero’s grace. Now that Jeter is hanging up his spikes, his jersey #2 will be retired by the world’s most famous sports franchise. He walks in the footsteps of Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio, and Mantle, and someday his shadow will loom just as large.


  
    Inning One
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    THE KID FROM KALAMAZOO

  

  

  A biracial kid from Michigan grows up to be drafted by the only team he ever wanted to play for. But Derek struggles in the minor leagues, when homesickness and poor performance on the field threaten to end his career.
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  “My upbringing was like The Cosby Show. We had fun, always did a lot of things together. My parents were involved in everything my sister and I did.”

  —Derek Jeter

  
    
      
        Derek with his family at a ceremony honoring his 3,000th career hit. From left to right with Derek are his younger sister Sharlee, his mother Dorothy, and his father Dr. Charles Jeter.
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  Derek was born in New Jersey but raised in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where a poster of Dave Winfield hung on his bedroom wall. He grows up wanting to be the shortstop for the New York Yankees, and his wish comes true.
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  “All I ever wanted to be was a Yankee. When I was a kid I was always hoping there’d be a jersey left for me to wear with a single digit.”

  —Derek Jeter
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        Derek at Kalamazoo Central High School in 1992. After an impressive high school career, including a .509 batting average his senior year, Derek wins several national sports awards, including being named the 1992 Gatorade High School Athlete of the Year and USA Today’s High School Player of the Year.

      

    

  

  
    
      “He’s more than just a baseball player. He’s Derek.”

      —Dorothy Jeter
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        Colorado Rockies scout Ed Santa gives Derek rave reviews in this free-agent report from May 8, 1992: “This guy is special. You get excited just watching him warm up. All-Star potential as SS at ML level.” The Rockies hold the 27th overall selection in the draft, so they never have a shot at Derek. The Yankees grab him with the sixth pick.
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    Derek on a 1992 Topps trading card, the year he is selected by the Yankees with the sixth pick in the amateur draft.
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        Two months after graduating high school, Derek, age eighteen, visits Yankee Stadium and joins catcher Jim Leyritz, center, and infielder Mike Gallego in a pre-game workout on September 12, 1992. Playing rookie ball in Tampa that summer, Derek batted only .210 and struck out 52 times in 58 games. He had never before spent a night away from home without his family and later admitted, “I cried every night. It was the first time in playing baseball that I struggled.”

        Self-doubt affected his fielding, too. In 1993, Jeter was promoted to the Class A Greensboro Hornets and he ended up in the record books for a most ignominious reason—his 56 errors in 126 games were the most committed in one season by any player in South Atlantic League history.

      

    

  

  
    
      
        Derek attends his first major league training camp in the spring of 1994 and by October is on the cover of Yankees Magazine as the face of the team’s future.
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  “I was only there [at spring training] two weeks, but I got an opportunity to see these players. And that’s when I said to myself, ‘It’s not that they’re throwing 100 miles an hour faster, or hitting 400 feet longer. They’re just doing things more consistently.’ And then I thought, ‘Well, I can do some of those things. Not as consistently, but I’m capable of doing it.’ That was the defining moment that helped turn my career around.”

  —Derek Jeter
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        The top prospect receives Baseball America’s Minor League Player of the Year trophy at Yankee Stadium on September 14, 1994.
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        By 1995, Derek was playing full time with the Triple-A Columbus Clippers. Here he demonstrates the early Jeterian swing.
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