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IT’S BAD, IT’S
SAD, AND NOW
EVERYONE’S MAD!

Nancy and her friends are practicing for the big ballet recital. They’re so excited—and nervous, too. Especially Bess. She loves her beautiful mermaid costume, but she can’t seem to learn the steps. And now the girls may not get to perform at all!

The tape with the special music is missing, and almost everyone blames Bess. Nancy has just two days to find the tape, help her friend, and save the ballet!
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Bad Day for Ballet

Darcy ran out onto the stage. “Madame!” she cried. “The tape with the music for the recital is gone!”

“What?” Madame asked. “That’s impossible! I put the tape into the sound system myself.”

Darcy shook her head. “It’s not there.”

No one spoke for a moment. Then Brenda Carlton said, “I bet I know who took the tape.”

Everyone turned to look at her.

“Bess Marvin!” she said loudly.
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1
Mermaids, Pirates, and Fairies


Look at me!” said Nancy Drew. “I’m a mermaid!”

Nancy stood on tiptoe. She stretched out her arms. Then she moved them as if she were swimming.

“I’m a mermaid, too,” George Fayne said.

She pretended to dive and then pop out of the water.

The two girls were standing in front of a huge mirror. The mirror covered one wall of the dance studio. They were warming up before their Friday ballet class at Madame Dugrand’s Dance Academy.

George reached down and hiked up her pink tights. “Boy, I hate these things,” she muttered. “They never stay up!”

Nancy grinned. She knew that George liked to wear jeans whenever she could. But Madame Dugrand had a rule. Her dance students had to wear black leotards, pink tights, and pink leather ballet slippers.

Girls with long hair had to wear it in a bun when they danced. Nancy had pinned her reddish blond hair into a bun. George had pulled her dark, curly hair into a bun, too.

Nancy pirouetted away from the mirror and glanced around the studio. More than a dozen girls were stretching and practicing dance steps. A girl with rosy cheeks and blond hair in a bun rushed in the door.

“Bess!” Nancy called to her, waving both hands. “We’re over here!”

Bess Marvin waved back and hurried across the room. Bess and George were cousins. They were also Nancy’s best friends.

“Oooh,” Bess moaned as soon as she reached Nancy and George. “I’m so nervous. I think two million butterflies are having a ballet class in my stomach.”

Nancy nodded. “They’re playing soccer in mine! I guess we’re nervous about the dance recital on Sunday night.”

“The recital.” Bess gasped. “I can’t even think about that. I’m nervous about tonight’s dress rehearsal!”

Every year the dance academy gave a performance. This year Madame Dugrand’s students were putting on “Scenes from Peter Pan.” Madame had created special dances for each class. The advanced students were doing a pirates’ jig. The beginners were doing Tinker Bell and the fairies. Nancy’s class was dancing a mermaids’ waltz.
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