

  [image: Cover]




 



   

  
The "PRESTON" Catalogue










  
[image: Reproduction of the original cover of Catalogue No. 18.]



    Reproduction of the original cover of Catalogue No. 18.




 



 
[image: ESTABLISHED 1825, TWO DIPLOMAS, SYDNEY, 1879. TWO DIPLOMAS, MELBOURNE, 1880. AWARDED SILVER MEDAL, MELBOURNE, 1880. FIRST AWARDS SYDNEY EXHIBITION, 1897. MELBOURNE EXHIBITION, 1880. FIRST ORDER OF MERIT, ADELAIDE, 1887. ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF RULES, LEVELS, PLUMBS & LEVELS, THERMOMETERS, PLANES, IMPROVED WOODWORKERS' AND MECHANICS' TOOLS, &c. MANUFACTURED BY EDWARD PRESTON & SONS, LTD., WHITTALL WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND. ENTERED AT STATIONERS' HALL CATALOGUE NO. 18.-MAY, 1909. ALL FORMER LISTS CANCELLED.]
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  Midland Captains of Industry




  Mr. Edward Preston Jr.




  (from the Gazette Express, September 12, 1908)




  




 

  
EDWARD PRESTON & SONS OF BIRMINGHAM





  An outline history




  by Mark Rees




  The Preston Dynasty




  The rise and fall of the firm of Edward Preston is perhaps a microcosm of many British firms—not only enterprises in the field of tool making. Preston was, above everything, a Birmingham firm and was separated not only geographically, but also philosophically from Sheffield, the great centre for tool manufacturing in Britain. This separation and the independence provided by a less traditional environment may be the reason for the willingness to innovate that characterises the firm’s history.




  Founded in 1825, at first the firm expanded slowly. It was only in the last decades of the nineteenth century that it became a substantial enterprise and subsequently met its demise in 1932, a victim of various factors, including the depression and the intense competition from American tool manufacturers. An outline of the Preston commercial succession is shown in Fig. 1.
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    Figure 1. Diagram of the Preston commercial succession.




  One may ask why the firm of Preston has attracted such interest among tool collectors? The answer is that no other firm in Britain produced such a wide range of tools that were of the extra quality that is the characteristic of Preston, and because they expired at just the right moment before modernisation and rationalisation could cheapen their output.




  The first decade of the 20th century is surely the era when hand tools were available in the widest possible range, were of the best quality and were still masterpieces of functional design. All this was to end abruptly with the social and industrial changes forced by the first World War. This catalogue (the 1909 together with the 1912 supplement) gives us a view of the diversity and quality of products that were then available to the craftsman.




  Origins




  In later years, the firm’s publicity always claimed that it had been established in 1825, and this is supported by the entries in the various Birmingham commercial directories of that period.
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Location 97 Lichfield Street
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Son of Edward Preston, Senior
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Location 4 Aston Street
Absorbed into
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EDWARD PRESTON (JUNIOR)

Son of Edward Preston, Senior
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EDWARD PRESTON & SONS
Edward Preston Jr. and his three sons,
James, Fred, and Charles

In business 1889-1898

Location 22-24 Whittall St.

EDWARD PRESTON & SONS LTD.
Edward Preston & Sons is converted to a
limited company.
In business 1898-1932
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