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			Introduction

			Arizona is an arid, landlocked state that consists of a great variety of habitats. To the north are high plateaus and canyons, including the Grand Canyon, that support vast ponderosa pine and juniper-pinyon woodlands; to the south is the mostly barren system of mountain ranges and basins, where desert shrub is found; and the mid-state is rugged country of the transitional zone between north and south, where rugged southern slopes support chaparral. This geographic diversity, with its accompanying array of climatic and vegetative zones, provides for an incredible number and variety of bird species. Arizona supports habitat for resident breeders and seasonal visitors, as well as those birds passing through on migration to and from South America and Canada. Although Arizona is home to or visited by over 500 species of birds, this guide describes the most common birds you are likely to encounter here and includes some that are only found in this area within the United States, like the Elegant Trogon and the Arizona Woodpecker.

		

	
		
			Notes about the Species Accounts

			Order

			The order of species listed in this guide is based on the most recent version of the Check-List of North American Birds, published by the American Ornithologists’ Union. The arrangement of some groups, especially within the nonpasserines, may be slightly different than that of older field guides but reflects the most recent accepted arrangement.

			Names

			Both the common name and the scientific name are included for each entry. Since common names tend to vary regionally, or there may be more than one common name for each species, the universally accepted scientific name of genus and species (such as Pyrocephalus rubinus, for the Vermilion Flycatcher) is more reliable to be certain of identification. Also, one can often learn interesting facts about a bird by the English translation of its Latin name. For instance, the generic name, Pyrocephalus, derives from the latin pyro, meaning fire, and cephalus, meaning head, describing the fire-red plumage on the head of this flycatcher.

			Families

			Birds are grouped into families based on similar traits, behaviors, and genetics. When trying to identify an unfamiliar bird, it can often be helpful to first place it into a family, which will reduce your search to a smaller group. For example, if you see a long-legged, long-billed bird lurking in the shallows, you can begin by looking in the family group of Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets), and narrow your search from there.

			Size

			The size given for each bird is the average length from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail if the bird was laid out flat. Sometimes females and males vary in size, and this variation is described in the text. Size can be misleading if you are looking at a small bird that happens to have a very long tail or bill. It can be more effective to judge the bird’s relative size by comparing the size difference between two or more species.

		

		
			Season

			The season given in the accounts is the time when the greatest number of individual birds occurs in Arizona. Some species are year-round residents that breed here. Others may spend only summers or winters here, and some may be transient, only stopping during the spring or fall migration. Even if only part of the year is indicated for a species, be aware that there may be individuals that arrive earlier or remain for longer than the given time frame. Plumage also changes with the season for many birds, and this is indicated in the text and illustrations.

			Habitat

			A bird’s habitat is one of the first clues to its identification. Note the environment where you see a bird and compare it with the description listed. This can be especially helpful when identifying a bird that shares traits with related species. For example, Snowy Egrets and Cattle Egrets are similar in appearance, but Snowy Egrets are found near water while Cattle Egrets frequent upland fields and pastures.
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