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  Introduction




  




  The Space Needle, Mount Rainier, Seattle, and the Olympic Mountains are well-known tourist destinations in Washington, but the real fun begins when you explore off the beaten path. Washington’s attractions are diverse and scattered across the state, mixed in with dense evergreen forests, fertile farmlands, and foggy islands as well as secluded windblown beaches, rivers, small-town cafes, and tiny hamlets, particularly in the southeast and northeast corners. Because of our interest in historic hotels and local cuisine eateries, readers will find these subjects expanded on in this, the tenth edition of Washington Off the Beaten Path. We’ve also added more websites for your easy reference.




  Using This Guide to Plan Great Trips




  Although it sometimes seems that there are only two seasons in Washington—the rainy season and the dry season—we do have four to consider when planning your trips. The busiest times for most destinations west of the Cascade Mountains, particularly around Puget Sound waters and the San Juan Islands, will be during June, July, and August. Major freeways and all ferries will carry more traffic, and lines at ferry terminals will be considerably longer. If you want less traffic and fewer crowds, plan to travel midweek or during the shoulder seasons, April and May or September and October. Autumn in the Northwest is usually sunny and mild, with fall colors especially fine in October.




  If you enjoy snow and winter sports, plan treks to the Cascade Mountains from late November through February. Be prepared with all-weather tires, snow tires, or even chains for some alpine roads, layers of warm clothing, emergency kits, and plenty of snacks and beverages. To start your winter research you’ll find helpful telephone numbers and websites in the Skiing Washington sidebar in the “Mountain Passes, Valleys & Canyons” section of the North Cascades & North Central Washington chapter.




  The eastern two-thirds of the Evergreen State offer crisp, cold winters and hot, dry summers. Travel early spring and fall for some of the best weather east of the Cascade Mountains. Eastern Washington also offers fewer crowds, quieter byways, and many pleasant, undiscovered destinations. You’ll encounter friendly locals who are glad to help travelers with directions. Note: Plan for long distances between services in the eastern regions—gas up often and load up on picnic foods, snacks, beverages, and ice for the cooler.




  To help plan your accommodations, within each chapter we’ve offered lodging suggestions including telephone numbers and, usually, a website. Nearly all establishments are smoke-free, and many do not allow pets. Call ahead to ask specific questions and to make reservations. See Places to Eat at the end of each chapter for cafes, coffee shops, and casual restaurants in selected towns and cities. You will also find dining suggestions within each chapter.




  A Few More Ideas




  We suggest maintaining a flexible schedule. Allow plenty of time to stop for unexpected sights. Even with the best research, a place or attraction may be closed or hours or telephone numbers changed. If this occurs, stop at the nearest visitor information center or chamber of commerce (often the same) where staff and volunteers can offer current contact details and suggestions. Often these centers are open on weekdays as well as weekends during summer months. Additionally, locals around town are usually willing to offer travelers information, ideas, and directions.




  If you’re traveling with youngsters, encourage them to write notes to new folks they meet and to collect information on historic sites, attractions, geology, natural history, and whatever else tickles their fancies. In this way you can help them become savvy travelers who appreciate making new friends and who care for preserving towns and cities as well as respecting the great outdoors.




  Travel Styles & Interests




  Is your family the rugged outdoors type? Do you want four-season recreation information? Go to the chapter on North Cascades & North Central Washington. For assistance with serious backcountry and wilderness trip planning, contact the Outdoor Recreation Information Center in the REI flagship store in Seattle (206-470-4060). National park or forest service rangers are there 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at 222 Yale Ave. North. Or perhaps you and your family are water-loving types, fond of salt water, surf sounds, and watching the tides change. Go to the chapters on the Washington Coast & Olympic Peninsula and Puget Sound Region.




  If you have a hankerin’ to pull on Levi’s, boots, and a wide-brimmed hat or you want to see a rodeo or ride a horse, browse Northeast Washington, Southeast Washington, and the Okanogan Valley region in the North Cascades & North Central Washington chapter. If you want to explore the routes taken by the Lewis and Clark expedition go to the chapters on the Washington Coast & Olympic Peninsula, South Central Washington, and Southeast Washington.




  A Final Word




  May your travels in the Pacific Northwest be filled with great adventures, much serendipity, many outstanding vistas, and new friends from the diverse cultures that live and work in this vast region of waters, islands, mountains, rolling farmlands, deep gorges, and high deserts.




  Fast Facts about Washington




  

    • Population: 7.1 million according to a 2015 census estimate




    • Area: 66,456 square miles




    • Capital: Olympia, located in Thurston County south of Seattle at the southernmost tip of Puget Sound




    • Number of counties: 39




    • County names, from west to east: Wahkiakum, Pacific, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Clallam, Mason, Thurston, Lewis, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Pierce, King, Kitsap, Snohomish, Island, San Juan, Skagit, Whatcom, Okanogan, Chelan, Kittitas, Yakima, Klickitat, Benton, Grant, Douglas, Ferry, Lincoln, Adams, Franklin, Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield, Asotin, Whitman, Spokane, Stevens, Pend Oreille




    • Highest point: Mount Rainier (14,411 feet), located southeast of Tacoma




    • Largest county: Okanogan; 5,268 square miles




    • Least populated county: Garfield; 2,266 people




    • Major body of water: Puget Sound, which carves deep into the northwest section of the state from the Strait of Juan de Fuca south to Olympia




    • Major rivers: Columbia River east of the Cascade mountain range flows south and west to the Pacific Ocean; Snake River flows west from the Idaho border and empties into the Columbia River at the Tri-Cities; and the Skagit River flows west from the Cascades to Puget Sound.




    • Largest natural lake: Fifty-five-mile-long Lake Chelan in central Washington, fed by streams from the North Cascades at Stehekin and east to the town of Chelan.




    • Nickname: Evergreen State




    • State bird: Willow goldfinch




    • State fish: steelhead trout




    • State flower: coastal rhododendron




    • State gem/rock: petrified wood




    • State tree: Western hemlock




    • State folk song: “Roll on Columbia, Roll On”




    • State song: “Washington, My Home”




    • State dance: square dance




    • State grass: bluebunch wheatgrass




    • State insect: green darner dragonfly




    • State fossil: Columbian mammoth




    • State fruit: apple




    • State vegetable: Walla Walla sweet onion




    • State marine mammal: orca




    • State amphibian: Pacific chorus frog


  




  

    Washington Coast & Olympic Peninsula


  




  Washington’s Pacific Ocean coastline is a stretch of contrasts from the Strait of Juan de Fuca in the north to the mouth of the Columbia River in the south. The Olympic Peninsula’s ocean shoreline is rugged, with steep cliffs and rocky formations sculpted by wave and wind. Farther south are gentle, sandy beaches lined with summer cottages and tourist communities. Grays Harbor and Willapa Bay break up the coastline and create extensive wetlands that are important wildlife habitats, especially during bird migrations. The Olympic Peninsula rain forest has the highest annual rainfall on the continental US, yet the Dungeness Valley on the Strait of Juan de Fuca—near the community of Sequim—has the lowest precipitation on the coast north of Los Angeles.




  The snow-covered peaks of the Olympic Mountains provide a stunning backdrop to beaches, forests, and valleys in the region. Most of the Olympic Peninsula is thickly forested and includes some of the world’s largest trees. Many local families have been loggers, fishermen, or mill workers for three or four generations, although logging is now a shadow of its former self. Several small Indian reservations are on the Olympic Peninsula including, those of the Makah, the Jamestown S’Klallam, the Lower Elwha, the Quileute, the Hoh, the Quinault, the Shoalwater, and the Skokomish.
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  Outdoor activities include hiking, bicycling, kite-flying, kayaking, fishing, birding, and beachcombing. Bring along rain gear and good walking shoes or boots so that you and the kids can take advantage of the trails and beaches that are accessible most of the year.




  Ports & Villages




  




  Fifteen miles west and north of Olympia on US 101, as you enter the Hood Canal area, the craggy Olympic Mountains will come into view on the northern horizon. The first stop, 20 miles from Olympia, is the timber town of Shelton, dominated by a lumber mill that sprawls along the waterfront; its entire complex can be seen from the hilltop viewpoint adjacent to the huge sawmill wheel, a monument to the forestry industry. The Shelton-Mason County Chamber of Commerce (800-576-2021; sheltonchamber.com) is at 215 W. Railroad Ave. The visitor center (360-427-8168) is across the street in the red caboose at 230 W. Railroad Ave. Nearby, you can order a juicy hamburger at Ritz Drive-In (325 S. 1st St.; 360-427-9294) or for quick snacks and great coffee and espresso, check out Urraco Coffee Company (628 W. Cota St.; 360-462-5282; urracocoffee.com) and Riverside Espresso (332 S. 1st St.; 360-426-3300).




  At the corner of Railroad Avenue and 5th Street, the Mason County Historical Society Museum (360-426-1020; masoncountyhistoricalsociety.org) offers exhibits of the region’s logging and frontier past. Located in a library building constructed in 1914, the museum features family photographs, pioneer tools and artifacts, and a 19th-century schoolroom. The museum is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues through Fri and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat. Stroll down Railroad Avenue and Cota Street to get a feel for the town and its antiques and secondhand shops.




  From Shelton continue north on US 101 along the salty tidal waters of Hood Canal, passing through the waterside communities of Hoodsport, Lilliwaup, Brinnon, and Quilcene on your way to Port Townsend, Sequim, and Port Angeles in the northern section of the Olympic Peninsula. A scenic spot that may entice an overnight stay is the Glen Ayr Resort (25381 N. US 101; 360-877-9522; glenayr.com) about 1 mile north of Hoodsport. Glen Ayr is part RV park, part motel, part 1-bedroom suites, and a 2-bedroom town house. The Hoodsport Visitors Center (150 N. Cushman Rd.; 360-877-2021) can offer a wealth of information on Hood Canal attractions, recreation, lodging, and dining. Or continue north on winding US 101 for 3 miles and check out waterside RV sites at Rest-a-While RV Park (360-877-9474; restawhile.com). It was homesteaded in 1889 and turned into a resort in the early 1900s. For more upscale accommodations, try the veritable Alderbrook Resort and Spa (360-898-2200; alderbrookresort.com), which faces the Hood Canal at 10 E. Alderbrook Ridge Dr. in Union. The on-site restaurant harvests resort-grown oysters right off the pier, and an indoor pool looks out over the fjord.




  Oysters have the run of things in Lilliwaup. Sample the Hood Canal’s wares at the Hama Hama Oyster Saloon (35846 US 101; 360-877-5811; hamahamaoysters.com), where you can dine on freshly harvested oysters and clams right on the water. If you stay at Mike’s Beach Resort (38470 US-101; 360-877-5324; mikesbeachresort.com), you can harvest your own oysters with the help of the proprietors, who also run a commercial shellfish farm here. Accommodations include rustic cabins glamping tents, and RVs.




  The towering peaks of the Olympic Mountains shelter the northernmost Dungeness Valley from the copious rainfall of the rest of the peninsula, making it the “banana belt” of the Northwest Coast. Sequim, which is so arid it is home to an endemic species of cactus, is the commercial center of the valley and a good base from which to explore this scenic region. For an overnight stay close to the water, check out Juan de Fuca Cottages (182 Marine Dr.; 360-683-4433; juandefuca.com) where there are 6 cozy cottages with kitchens and wide-angle views of the strait, as well as 4 beach house rooms, lodge rooms, and 3 off-site vacation rentals. Or call Dungeness Bay Cottages (140 Marine Dr.; 360-683-3013; dungenessbaycottages.com) and ask about its 6 comfy units with great water views and a private beach. For a more historical stay, try one of the 6 cabooses from the golden age of rail at the Red Caboose Getaway at 24 Old Coyote Way (360-683-7350; redcaboosegetaway.com). A stay includes a queen-size feather bed and a Jacuzzi for two in some rooms. Look forward to a gourmet breakfast on a white linen tablecloth with crystal glassware in a 1937 Zephyr dining car.




  

    WASHINGTON COAST’S TOP ATTRACTIONS


  




  

    Cape Disappointment State Park




    Mouth of the Columbia River




    




    Columbia Pacific Heritage Museum




    Ilwaco




    Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge




    Sequim




    




    Feiro Marine Life Center




    Port Angeles




    




    Grays Harbor Historical Seaport




    Aberdeen




    Hoh Rain Forest




    Forks




    




    Hurricane Ridge




    Port Angeles




    




    Lake Quinault Resort




    Lake Quinault




    




    Leadbetter Point State Park




    Oysterville




    




    Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center




    Ilwaco




    




    Makah Museum




    Neah Bay




    




    Northwest Carriage Museum




    Raymond




    




    Pacific County Historical Museum




    South Bend




    




    Tokeland Hotel




    Tokeland




    




    Westport Maritime Museum




    Westport




    




    Whale-watching




    Westport




    




    World Kite Museum & Hall of Fame




    Long Beach




    


  




  

    rainshadow


  




  

    It might rain 140 inches in the Hoh Rain Forest on the Olympic Peninsula’s west side, but Sequim’s average rainfall is 17 inches, the driest Pacific Coast climate north of Los Angeles. It’s in the rain shadow of the Olympic Mountains on the peninsula’s northeast corner. The mountains block most of the rain.


  




  Just west of the city limits at the end of Hendrickson Road is the Dungeness River Railroad Bridge Park, a scenic spot with nature trails to the river and an Audubon center near the parking lot (dungenessrivercenter.org). On another excursion take Taylor Cut-off Road south from US 101 toward the mountains to reach Lost Mountain Lavender (1541 Taylor Cutoff Rd.; 360-681-2782; lostmountainlavender.com), a 3-acre farm with more than 120 varieties of lavender.




  Find a delightful place to eat lunch at Purple Haze Lavender Farm (180 Bell Bottom Ln.; 360-582-1131; purplehazelavender.com) where you can inspect a colorful display garden, collect a bouquet from the U-pick field of organic lavender plants, and browse a nice selection of lavender products during the summer season. Lavender lovers can also stop at Jardin du Soleil Lavender Farm (3932 Sequim–Dungeness Way; 360-582-1185; jardindusoleil.com).




  To sample another bounty of the region, swing by the weathered, century-old barn of Olympic Cellars Winery at 255410 US 101 (360-452-0160; olympiccellars.com). Three women started the winery in 1979, which has since grown into a gift shop and tasting room that’s open daily year-round.




  To explore the historic community of Dungeness, head north from US 101 on Sequim–Dungeness Way from downtown Sequim. Dungeness is old by Washington standards, named in 1792 by British explorer Captain George Vancouver. Charles Seal established the Dungeness Trading Company in the late 1800s and built a large country farmhouse with the proceeds in 1886. For a delightful place to stay in Dungeness, try Williams Manor Bed and Breakfast (4043 Sequim Dungeness Way; 360-460-3763; williamsmanor-sequim.com), a historic two-bedroom home that sleeps up to six people. Your stay includes homemade quiche, fruit, croissants, juice, preserves, and coffee for a do-it-yourself breakfast. In the downtown Sequim area, try Oak Table Cafe at the corner of 3rd and Bell Streets (360-204-5198; oaktablecafe.com) for waist-bulging breakfasts. Other options include Alder Wood Bistro for wood-fired coastal cuisine (139 W. Alder St.; 360-683-4321; alderwoodbistro.com), Dockside Grill (360-683-7510; docksidegrill-sequim.com) at John Wayne Marina (yes, that John Wayne!), and Seven Cedars Casino at 270756 US 101 (360-683-7777; 7cedarsresort.com).




  

    Lavender Town USA




    Sequim’s rich soil, low rainfall, and warm temperatures have spawned a booming agricultural industry. Waves of lavender plants from pale violet to deep purple grow on farms in the Dungeness Valley. To see and sniff hundreds of varieties such as Provence, Grosso, and Munstead, plan to attend the annual Lavender Festival the third weekend of July. Enjoy activities that include farm tours, a street fair, great food, art shows, and live music. See lavenderfestival.com for details, then enjoy visiting lavender farms and finding lavender plants for your gardens while stocking up on lavender soaps, bath oils, and lotions appealing to your senses.




    CreekSide Lavender Farm




    (888) 881-6055




    lavenderconnection.com




    Jardin du Soleil Lavender




    (360) 582-1185




    jardindusoleil.com




    Lost Mountain Lavender




    (360) 681-2782




    lostmountainlavender.com




    Martha Lane Lavender




    (360) 582-9355




    marthalanelavender.com




    Olympic Lavender Company




    (855) 683-4475




    olympiclavendercompany.com




    Purple Haze Lavender Farm




    (360) 582-1131




    purplehazelavender.com




    Sequim Lavender Growers Association




    (360) 681-3035




    lavendergrowers.org




    Sunshine Herb & Lavender Farm




    (360) 683-6453




    sunshinelavender.com


  




  A fun place to visit near Dungeness is the Olympic Game Farm at 1423 Ward Rd. (800-778-4295; olygamefarm.com). Year-round drive-through tours will put you in the company of four-legged stars. Walt Disney Studios has employed farm residents, including grizzlies and wolves, in more than 80 wildlife productions. Many animals you’ll see are endangered species. Enjoy Bengal tigers, African lions, zebras, timber wolves, and a small herd of bison, which are so habituated to human presence they’ll walk right up to your car. There’s also a coffee and ice cream stop, Hardy’s Market, at the farm.




  The Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge, located west of the game farm, offers an exhilarating immersion in nature in the spring and fall when thousands of migrating waterfowl stop here. From the parking lot, take an easy quarter-mile walk to a viewpoint overlooking Dungeness Spit, one of the nation’s largest natural sand hooks. For slightly hardier walkers, follow all or part of the 11-mile round-trip trail through the forest, down the beach, out to New Dungeness Lighthouse, and back. Allow enough time to walk the whole distance and come back during low tide (it takes about 5 hours), or just meander a section. There’s a $3 per family fee for refuge exploration. Watch out for harbor seals bobbing about as they fish and frolic offshore. The last half-mile of the spit beyond the New Dungeness Lighthouse and the south shore is closed to ensure protection of the seals. The lighthouse and foghorn, built in 1857 and automated in 1976, are the oldest north of the Columbia River. There was a keeper on-site until 1994, but now the lighthouse provides basic accommodations to tourists (or “temporary keepers”) on a weekly basis. For information about exploring, touring the lighthouse, or becoming a lighthouse keeper, call (360) 683-6638 or check newdungenesslighthouse.com.




  

    See Washington by Following the Flocks




    Dancing sandhill cranes can inspire superlatives, the cry of an eagle a shiver, the hoot of an owl an ear tuned to an answering call, a songbird a smile. This year, go where the birds are: Join experienced birders and listen to expert presenters at one of the Washington birding festivals, then explore the area on your own.




    BirdFest & Bluegrass




    Oct, Ridgefield




    ridgefieldfriends.org




    Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival




    May, Hoquiam




    shorebirdfestival.com




    Leavenworth Bird Festival




    May, Leavenworth




    leavenworthspringbirdfest.com




    Olympic Peninsula BirdFest




    Apr, Sequim




    olympicbirdfest.org




    Othello Sandhill Crane Festival




    Mar, Othello




    othellosandhillcranefestival.org




    Port Susan Snow Goose & Birding Festival




    Feb, Camano Island and Stanwood




    snowgoosefest.org




    Puget Sound Bird Fest




    Sept, Edmonds




    pugetsoundbirdfest.org




    Upper Skagit Bald Eagle Festival




    Dec, Rockport




    skagiteagle.org


  




  The best way to go through the Dungeness Valley between Sequim and Port Angeles is on the Old Olympic Highway. This pleasant, less-traveled route through green farmlands offers great views of the mountains rising to the south. Those yearning for luxurious lodgings and a 5-course gourmet breakfast featuring locally grown fare could stay at Domaine Madeleine Bed & Breakfast Inn (146 Wildflower Ln.; 360-457-4174; domainemadeleine.com), a contemporary, solar-powered home on a bluff above the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Four of the five guest rooms have whirlpool tubs. Guests can wander 2.5 acres of gardens spread over 10 acres of grounds or cozy up in the living room near the huge basalt fireplace. Each room also has a fireplace and panoramic views. The inn is about 9.5 miles west of Sequim and 2 miles off the Old Olympic Highway.




  For a different and adventuresome perspective, drive about 5 miles east of downtown Port Angeles and turn right on Deer Park Road for a narrow, winding 16-mile drive over the forest-covered slopes of Blue Mountain to Deer Park in Olympic National Park (nps.gov/olym). Since the last half is graveled and also the steepest section, don’t bring RVs or trailers. You’ll find an alpine campground, a summer-only ranger station, and scenic hikes that provide views of the interior Olympics, Dungeness Valley, Port Angeles, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca.




  A less adventurous but still stunning ride is to take paved Hurricane Ridge Road uphill for 17 miles out of Port Angeles to Hurricane Ridge and several easier trails, wildflowers in early summer, and great views of Olympic peaks. Please don’t feed the deer in the parking lot! If there’s a question about snow conditions, call (360) 565-3131. During the summer park rangers lead nature walks, and campfire programs are given nightly in the Heart o’ the Hills Campground amphitheater located about 5 miles away from July 1 through Labor Day. On winter weekends, there are guided snowshoe hikes. The panoramic views on the way down are of the strait and its Canadian islands to the north. The visitor center is a good place to start. It has a museum, deli, and gift shop. Restrooms are open year-round. For more information stop by the Olympic National Park Visitor Center in Port Angeles at 3002 Mount Angeles Rd. (360-565-3130).




  Port Angeles (portangeles.org), the largest city on the Olympic Peninsula, is dominated by its busy waterfront. This deepwater harbor is a port of call for international shipping, a base for ocean fishing, a major Coast Guard station, and terminus for Black Ball’s Coho ferry for walk-on passengers and vehicles (360-457-4491; cohoferry.com). The ferry makes daily trips to Victoria, British Columbia, a city with a British flavor tucked at the southern tip of Vancouver Island.




  The City Pier, 1 block east of the ferry terminal, is a good starting point for your explorations. You’ll find a small park, a viewing tower, a berth for the 110-foot Coast Guard cutter Cuttyhunk, a public marine laboratory, and plenty of nearby restaurants and shops. The Feiro Marine Life Center (360-417-6254) on the City Pier is the place to see and touch some of the remarkable sea creatures that live on Washington’s coast. Watch the graceful movements of an octopus, stroke a stuffed sea lion, and handle a variety of marine life in the touch-tanks. Volunteers answer questions and tell visitors about the Northwest region’s marine ecology. The laboratory is open for a small admission fee; call for hours or go to feiromarinelifecenter.org.




  To explore along the lively Port Angeles waterfront, pick up a walking-tour brochure at the visitor center (located next to the City Pier). The Olympic Discovery Trail, which follows the harbor shore east along Hollywood Beach to Sequim, is ideal for walking or bicycling. You can also bicycle west to Ediz Hook, the natural sand spit that forms the Port Angeles harbor. Bikes are available for rent at Sound Bikes and Kayaks at 120 E. Front St. (360-457-1240; soundbikeskayaks.com). Not into biking today? Pop into Captain T’s at 114 E. Front St. (360-452-6549; captaints.com) for railroad-related T-shirts or Pacific Rim Hobby (138 W. Railroad Ave.; 360-457-0794; olypen.com/prhobby), for more railroad souvenirs.




  For good eats in Port Angeles, try a local breakfast favorite, First Street Haven Cafe (107 E. 1st St.; 360-457-0352), or Barhop Brewing and Artisan Pizza for reliable pies and beer facing the newly rebuilt Port Angeles waterfront, just steps from the ferry terminal. (124 W. Railroad Ave.; 360-797-1818). For an upscale evening meal, dine on Twilight-famous mushroom ravioli at Bella Italia (118 E. 1st St.; 360-457-5442; bellaitaliapa.com) or slow-roasted short ribs at LD’s Woodfire Grill (929 W. 8th St.; 360-452-0400; ldswoodfiregrill.com).




  The downtown has benefited from a recent face-lift. For information on activities such as art walks, outdoor sculptures, an underground tour, a 5-acre outdoor gallery, and events, check out portangelesdowntown.com.




  If you enjoy being in the heart of things, consider the European-style accommodations at Port Angeles Downtown Hotel at 101½ E. Front St. (360-565-1125; portangelesdowntownhotel.com) where the bargain-priced rooms each have a sink and share a bathroom down the hall. Or contact the innkeepers at Five SeaSuns Bed & Breakfast at 1006 S. Lincoln St. (360-452-8248; seasuns.com). Guests find sumptuous accommodations and grounds that feature a pond, an elegant pergola, and garden beds and planters overflowing with colorful flowers.




  There is still much to see on the north end of the Olympic Peninsula. Stop at the Elwha Ranger Station (3911 Olympic Hot Springs Rd.; 360-452-9191) for information on hiking trails, or take a raft trip down the scenic Elwha River. Contact Adventures through Kayaking in Port Angeles (888-900-3015; atkayaking.com) to ask about kayaking on Lake Aldwell or sea kayaking Freshwater Bay.




  Continuing west of Port Angeles, follow US 101 inland or take Highway 112 along the coastline. If you opt for the inland route, you’ll find Lake Crescent set in the forest. The lake is 12 miles long and more than a mile wide. Much of the area around the lake is part of Olympic National Park. A right turn onto E. Beach Road at Lake Crescent’s eastern edge takes you along a scenic, winding lakeside road to Log Cabin Resort at 3183 E. Beach Rd. (360-928-3325; olympicnationalparks.com). Established in 1895 on the lake’s isolated north shore, the “sunny side of the lake,” its simple lodge rooms, rustic cabins dating to the 1920s (with no plumbing), RV sites, camping spots, a general store, and deli restaurant provide a secluded, friendly atmosphere. It’s a favorite for family vacations, and some folks return generation after generation. Hike among giant old-growth cedars and firs on forest trails. Take the 4-mile Spruce Division Railroad Trail, originally a railroad grade built during World War I to help extract spruce logs for airplane production.




  The Storm King visitor information center is located on the lake’s south shore, just off US 101, in a log cabin built in 1905. From the cabin a nearly 1-mile trail follows a level, gravel path through the forest and ends with an uphill climb through the rain forest to 90-foot Marymere Falls. Lake Crescent Lodge at 416 Lake Crescent Rd. (360-928-3211; lakecrescentlodge.com), just west of the visitor center, is a classic old resort that has changed little since it was built on the lakeshore in 1916. While staying here in 1937, President Franklin Roosevelt decided to create Olympic National Park to preserve this area’s beauty for future generations. Visitors enjoy lodge rooms or cottages, boating, fishing, and nature hikes. Reservations are recommended for the resort’s restaurant; watch the sunset over the lake while savoring a fine dinner. The Roosevelt Dining Room also serves breakfast and lunch.




  

    olympicdiscoverytrail


  




  

    The partially completed Olympic Discovery Trail, a nonmotorized multiple-use path, will one day stretch 126 miles from Port Townsend to La Push on the Pacific Coast.


  




  

    Quick Guide to Victoria and Vancouver Island, British Columbia




    Getting to Victoria from Port Angeles is easy. Park at the Port Angeles ferry terminal and take your car aboard the M.V. Coho ferry for its 90-minute cruise across the Strait of Juan de Fuca (360-457-4491; ferrytovictoria.com).




    Or hop aboard as a foot passenger and enjoy the easy walking in Victoria’s scenic Inner Harbor area to see the ivy-covered Empress Hotel, stately Parliament buildings and landscaped grounds that sparkle with thousands of lights after dark, the don’t-miss Royal BC Museum, and harbor activities from Inner Harbor walkways. Sample a plethora of cafes, coffeehouses, boutiques, and teahouses. For information contact Tourism Victoria Visitor Information Centre at 812 Wharf St. (250-953-2033) and Tourism British Columbia (800-435-5622; hellobc.com).




    Other places to explore near Victoria include spectacular Butchart Gardens north of Victoria (plan late spring and summer visits during midweek to avoid the crowds); Brentwood Bay and Saanich Inlet (try Seahorses Cafe, 250-544-1565, near Mill Bay ferry landing); Sooke (good hiking, eateries, and shops); and Port Alberni (fishing and forestry village). Drive north to the seaside community of Sidney. For simple eats on the waterfront at Port Sidney Marina, try Rumrunner Pub at 9881 Seaport Place (250-656-5643), Boondocks Cafe & Pub at 9732 1st St. (250-656-4088), or Fish on Fifth Cafe at 9812 5th St. (250-656-4022; fishon5th.com). For overnight lodging check Best Western Emerald Isle Inn (2306 Beacon Ave.; 800-315-3377; bwemeraldisle.com).




    From Sidney you can visit the San Juan Islands via international ferry sailing on Washington State Ferries (wsdot.wa.gov/ferries). Check with San Juan Islands Visitor Bureau (888-468-3701; visitsanjuans.com).




    For border crossing requirements, go to the US–Canadian Border Crossing website at cbp.gov or call (703) 526-4200 or (877) 227-5511.


  




  You’ll find forested campgrounds, boat rentals, and groceries at Fairholm on the western edge of Lake Crescent. Farther west on US 101, a 12-mile drive south on Sol Duc Road takes you to Sol Duc Hot Springs Resort (360-327-3583; visitsolduc.com). Sol duc means “sparkling water” in the Quileute language. Visitors have been flocking to these mineral waters since a magnificent spa was built at the site in 1912 (which, sadly, burned in 1916). The resort, open Apr through Oct, offers 3 large outdoor hot mineral pools, a freshwater heated swimming pool, dining, massage therapy, a gift shop, groceries, RV hookups, and cabins. Camping, hiking trails, and naturalist programs are available at nearby Sol Duc Campground.




  An alternative route is to leave US 101 at the junction west of Port Angeles and take Highway 112, a National Scenic Byway, for close-up views of the Olympic Peninsula’s rugged northern coastline. Ten miles west of Port Angeles, turn on Camp Hayden Road to reach Salt Creek Recreation Area, a marine sanctuary with tidal pools full of waving sea anemones, gooseneck barnacles, coal-black mussels, and colorful starfish, as well as kelp beds and small rocky islands. The adjacent Clallam County Park offers campsites, showers, and a beach. Continuing west on Highway 112, you may see a gray whale spouting or a pod of orcas or a California sea lion. Watch for crowds of harbor seals relaxing on the small offshore islands. A great place to take a break is at 4-acre Pillar Point County Park (360-417-2291). Try beachcombing along a beautiful estuary, admire the views and birding opportunities, and have a picnic. Look for crabs on the mudflats during low tide.




  

    onebeaktwobeak


  




  

    Every year bird-watchers gather at Salt Creek Recreation Area west of Port Angeles to count migrating turkey vultures. The kettle of vultures stages at the southern tip of Vancouver Island before flying across the Strait of Juan de Fuca in groups as large as 400 birds on their way to California and Central America.


  




  Clallam Bay and Sekiu are two fishing villages along the Strait of Juan de Fuca, just the right size for finding a seafood-oriented meal, poking about the marinas, renting a boat, or catching a fishing charter. Contact the Clallam Bay-Sekiu Chamber of Commerce (360-963-2339; clallambay.com) for more information. The website has a few dining and lodging options, most of them low-key.




  Continue west to Neah Bay or take the turnoff on Hoko-Ozette Road, just past the fishing village of Sekiu on Clallam Bay, to Lake Ozette, one of the largest natural bodies of freshwater in Washington State. The 9-mile loop trail from the lake to Cape Alava and over the ocean beach to Sandpoint makes a very long day hike, or pack for an overnighter at secluded oceanside campsites. The Ozette Ranger Station (360-963-2725) at the lake can provide tide tables and other important information. The park offers interpretive programs in the summer as well as a pleasant 15-site campground at the lake’s north end.




  Or contact Lost Resort at 20860 Hoko-Ozette Rd. (800-950-2899; lostresort.net) in Clallam Bay, about a quarter-mile from the ranger station. It offers a campground, cabins, and a store. For more upscale accommodations in Clallam Bay, contact Winter Summer Inn overlooking the Strait of Juan de Fuca at 16651 Hwy. 112 (360-963-2264; wintersummerinn.com), open year-round.




  For an easy day hike from Ozette, walk along the 3-mile boardwalk over coastal wetlands to Cape Alava, the site of an ancient Makah Indian fishing village that was buried by a mud slide 500 years ago and partially excavated in the 1970s and early 1980s. The well-preserved contents of the village, exposed by tidal action in 1970, are housed at the Makah Museum (360-645-2711; makah.com), which is part of the Makah Cultural and Research Center in Neah Bay on the Makah Indian Reservation, about 70 miles west of Port Angeles. Owned and operated by the Makah Tribe, this first-class museum tells the story of people who lived a rigorous life hunting whales, seals, and fish. It’s open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  Neah Bay holds its Makah Days celebration the last weekend in August, featuring traditional salmon bakes along with dancing, singing, and canoe races. There are several modest motels and RV parks.




  Follow signs to the Makah Air Force Station west of Neah Bay and take the right-hand fork to reach the three-quarters-of-a-mile trail to Cape Flattery, improved by the Makahs to include better footing, some wooden walkways, and fences. This gem is the northwesternmost point of the US mainland and includes several observation decks and picnic tables. At the end and high above the ocean, experience great views of Tatoosh Island, a half-mile-long volcanic outcropping that was once a favorite Makah retreat, and now home to the century-and-a-half-old Cape Flattery Light and nesting seabirds. From here you may see gray whales during their spring and fall migrations. Cape Flattery is well known for its high winds, extremely high rainfall, and incredibly clean air. Scientists from the University of Washington have declared it to be the purest anywhere they’ve tested.




  To reach additional scenic ocean beaches, take the south fork at the Air Force Station. Hobuck and Sooes Beaches are on the outer coast a few miles south of Neah Bay. Hobuck Beach Resort at 2726 Makah Passage has tidy cabins with kitchenettes and a large campground area for tents and RVs (360-645-2339; hobuckbeachresort.com). From Makah Bay south the beaches are mostly undisturbed by humans, but even pristine wilderness beaches like Shi Shi Beach, accessible via a 3-mile hiking trail, are popular come summer. Remember, a reservation operates by tribal rules and fees. Check makah.com or call (360) 645-2201 for specifics.




  

    Olympic National Park




    Olympic National Park was designated as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1981. It contains one of the world’s largest stands of virgin temperate rain forest and the largest wild herd of Roosevelt elk in the US. The park hosts more than 1,450 types of plants, more than 300 species of birds, and more than 60 species of mammals. At least 13 kinds of plants and 7 kinds of animals are found only on the Olympic Peninsula, including the Olympic marmot and snow mole; Flett’s violet, Piper’s bellflower, and Olympic Mountain daisy; and Beardslee and Crescenti trout.


  




  

    Byways off the Beaten Path




    The Cape Flattery Tribal Scenic Byway that runs 12 miles from Neah Bay to Cape Flattery is the first Tribal Scenic Byway in the state. Drive the byway, designated in 2002, as part of a 36-mile loop route that starts at the Makah Cultural and Resource Center. Highlights include the Makah National Salmon Hatchery, Neah Bay and marina, Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary, Shi Shi Beach, Tatoosh Island and lighthouse, and the Cape Flattery Trail, which leads to the northwesternmost point on the US mainland.




    The state has seven nationally designated routes: two All-American Roads, Chinook Pass Scenic Byway (SR 410) and International Selkirk Loop (SR 31, 20); and five National Scenic Byways: Mountains to Sound Greenway (I-90), Strait of Juan de Fuca Highway (SR 112), Coulee Corridor (SR 17, 155), Stevens Pass Greenway (US 2), and White Pass (US 12). There are also dozens of state-designated byways and scenic drives.




    For more information or to obtain a Washington State Scenic Byways Map, call (800) 544-1800.


  




  Rain Forest




  




  When you’re ready to continue your peninsula journey, return on Highway 112 and take the turnoff south on Burnt Mountain Road, located 6 miles south of Clallam Bay, which connects to US 101 at Sappho. A third of a mile farther west you can take Pavel Road 2 miles to the Sol Duc Salmon Hatchery and a small interpretive center with colorful dioramas illustrating the life cycle of the salmon and the challenges facing fisheries industries. Just north of Forks, La Push Road connects US 101 with Rialto Beach, Mora Campground (part of Olympic National Park), and the Quileute community of La Push.




  A short distance from the beach is Manitou Lodge at 813 Kilmer Rd. in Forks (360-374-6295; manitoulodge.com). Take advantage of its proximity to rain forests, rivers, and unspoiled beaches. To spend a night closer to the ocean, try Quileute Oceanside Resort at 330 Ocean Dr. (800-487-1267; quileuteoceanside.com) in La Push, a Quileute tribal enterprise. Guests enjoy ocean views and access to miles of sandy and rocky beaches.




  Back on US 101, explore Forks, historically a logging town although logging is down to a shadow of its former self. The Forks Timber Museum (360-374-9663) south of town next to the visitor information center offers a comprehensive introduction to the history, economy, and culture of logging. Photographs, old logging equipment, and dioramas give a glimpse of what life was like in old logging camps and pioneer homes and how simple tools and hard work were employed to fell, transport, and saw timber into commercial lumber. The old-fashioned Fourth of July celebration in Forks highlights traditional logging skill competitions. For more information contact the Forks Chamber of Commerce at (360) 374-2531 or forkswa.com.




  For good eats along US 101 in Forks and to meet local folks, try Pacific Pizza, which serves specialties like a basil pesto pizza and meatball sandwich (870 S. Forks Ave.; 360-374-2626) or the espresso bar at Forks Outfitters (950 S. Forks Ave.; 360-374-6161; forksoutfitters.com) at the south end of town. Sully’s Burgers (220 N. Forks Ave.; 360-374-5075) has capitalized on its Twilight fame with the Bella Burger on its menu of milk shakes, pizzas, and sandwiches.




  For a stay in Forks call the Miller Tree Inn Bed & Breakfast (360-374-6806; millertreeinn.com), a 1916 homestead on a parklike, 1-acre property at 654 E. Division St. At Misty Valley Inn Bed & Breakfast (194894 US 101 N; 360-374-9389; mistyvalleyinn.com), enjoy pastoral views and gourmet breakfasts. For a cozy cottage in town, contact Shady Nook Cottage (81 Ash Ave.; 360-374-5497; shadynookcottage.com) or Mill Creek Inn (1061 S. Forks Ave.; 360-374-5873; forksbnb.com). Unless you are camping or driving a self-contained RV, be sure to arrange your summer overnight accommodations well ahead of visiting the Forks–Neah Bay area.




  

    rainydays


  




  

    Forks, on the far north section of the Olympic Peninsula, is the westernmost incorporated town in the mainland US. It’s also one of the rainiest: On average, Forks sees 210 days a year of measureable precipitation.


  




  Twelve miles south of Forks, Upper Hoh Road follows the Hoh River Valley 18 miles east into one of the thickest parts of the rain forest. At the end of the road are the Olympic National Park’s Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center (360-374-6925; nps.gov/olym), campground, and eye-opening nature trails. More than 140 inches of rain fall here annually, creating a lush multilayered environment highlighted with every shade of green imaginable. Even a quick excursion through the Hall of Mosses Trail or along the Spruce Nature Trail offers an opportunity to experience the grandeur of the old-growth hemlock/spruce forests that once covered much of western Washington. To reach more secluded areas, walk a few miles toward the Blue Glacier. Backpackers can take longer hikes along the Hoh River Trail to campsites such as the summer ranger station at Olympus (9 miles from the visitor center) or Glacier Meadows (an additional 8 miles).




  Located next to the Hoh River, about 7 miles from Highway 101, the Hoh Valley Cabins at Elk Meadows (360-374-5111; hoh-valley-cabins-at-elk-meadows.washington-state.net) offers well-appointed accommodations suitable for groups and families. Nearby, Rainforest Paddlers can set you up with guided river rafting and estuary kayaking trips and rentals at 4883 Upper Hoh Rd. (360-374-5254; rainforestpaddlers.com). The Rain Forest Hostel (360-374-2270; rainforesthostel.com), located 23 miles south of Forks on US 101, offers basic accommodations at a minimal price; reservations are required. It’s a popular base for young adult travelers exploring the Olympic Peninsula, so part of the fun is meeting visitors from around the world.




  US 101 curves west to follow the cliffs above Ruby and Kalaloch (pronounced CLAY-lock) Beaches, offering magnificent views of the Pacific Ocean. It’s a rugged coastline punctured with sea stacks and rock pillars where waves leap, foam, and crash against rocks, driftwood, and offshore islands. At night you’ll see flashes from the lighthouse, which has provided a warning to coastal mariners since it was built in 1891 on distant Destruction Island.




  Olympic National Park’s only oceanfront lodging is the Kalaloch Lodge (866-662-9928; thekalalochlodge.com) south of Forks at 157151 US 101. It’s rustic, cedar-shingled, and perched on a bluff looking across a wide beach to the Pacific Ocean; the much-in-demand bluff cabins have views. Make reservations many months in advance, or consider this as a winter storm-watching destination. Bring your raincoat. Kalaloch gets more than 150 inches of rain a year.




  At Queets the highway turns inland to Lake Quinault, one of the densest parts of the rain forest. To experience this lush green place with its giant cedar, hemlock, and spruce, stay at Lochaerie Resort Cabins at 638 N. Shore Rd., Amanda Park (360-288-2215; lochaerie.com), located 4 miles east of US 101 on the lake’s north shore. The 6 rustic cabins with kitchens have changed little since they were built on the cliffs above the lake in the 1920s and 1930s. Information about day hikes can be obtained from the Quinault Ranger Station on S. Shore Road (360-288-2525).




  Locals suggest dining at Salmon House Restaurant at Rain Forest Resort Village (516 S. Shore Rd.; 360-288-2535; rainforestresort.com). Rain Forest Resort also offers lake-view cabins.




  On the south side of the lake about 2 miles east of the highway at 345 S. Shore Rd. sits Lake Quinault Lodge (360-288-2900; visitlakequinault.com), a 92-room waterfront resort built in 1926. Guests can rent boats and canoes, soak in the pool, and enjoy gourmet cuisine in the Roosevelt Dining Room. For more rustic accommodations ask about the 1923 Boathouse Annex where pets are allowed. There are no TVs or telephones in the rooms.




  If you’d like to explore the Quinault Valley rain forest and scenic Lake Quinault from the sunny side of the lake and stay in a more intimate lodging, contact the folks at the newer Lake Quinault Resort (314 N. Shore Rd.; 360-288-2362; quinaultrainforest.com/Lake-Quinault-Lodging/lake-quinault-resort.html). In this quiet spot you can relax in your Adirondack chair amid a flotilla of flowers and savor views of the lake, which can be seen from all the guest rooms. Choose from units with kitchenettes or town-house suites.




  This section of the Olympic Peninsula also can be reached from Olympia by heading west on US 12 to Aberdeen and then north on US 101 for about 40 miles to Quinault and Amanda Park.




  Harbors, Bays & Rivers




  




  The twin port cities of Hoquiam and Aberdeen on Grays Harbor are hardworking communities where logging, fishing, and shipping are nearly everybody’s business. Accommodations here are mostly humble motels and chain hotels. A comfortable option is Abel House Bed & Breakfast at 117 Fleet St. S in nearby Montesano (360-249-6002).




  Downtown Hoquiam has a waterfront park where you can watch work and pleasure boats on the river. Or climb the viewing tower at the end of 28th Street on Grays Harbor to see the oceangoing cargo ships. Continue west past Hoquiam to follow the coast north on Highway 109 through a number of small communities. Along the way you’ll find windswept beaches, art galleries, antiques, gift shops, and resorts. For more information on places to stay in the area, contact Grays Harbor Tourism, (800) 621-9625 or visitgraysharbor.com.




  

    Elwha Ecosystem




    Nine miles west of Port Angeles, you can turn south on Olympic Hot Springs Road to explore the scenic Elwha River Valley. The Elwha ecosystem was the most productive salmon stream system on the Olympic Peninsula until two dams were built; they were torn down in 2012 and 2014 in what constitutes the largest dam removal project In US history. Since then, ecosystem restoration has been remarkable, with free-flowing sediment rebuilding beaches at the river’s mouth, plants and trees taking root on once-drowned shoreline, and a surging number of salmon returning to their historic spawning grounds above where the dams had been.
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