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FOREWORD

It doesn’t seem possible that almost 16 years have passed since I came to Madison as head football coach at Wisconsin. I can still clearly remember my first meeting with Pat Richter, holding my first press conference to announce that I had accepted the position and then heading out immediately to start recruiting.

In fact, we signed many players that winter who helped form the nucleus of our first Big Ten and Rose Bowl championship team in 1993. Those players, and the hundreds who came after them, represent some of my most special memories. It is the relationships you form with the young men, as well as fellow coaches, staff members and fans, that make my job so rewarding.

In addition to trying to help our players mature, receive an education, and become productive parts of our society, however, we are also trying to win football games. The big games we have won, the great performances of our players, our fantastic fans at Camp Randall Stadium—those things will stick with me forever.

There are so many great memories. Our win over Ohio State in 1992 was our first over a nationally ranked opponent. The trip to Tokyo, clinching the 1993 Big Ten title and winning the Rose Bowl. The win at sixth-ranked Penn State that stopped the Nittany Lions’ 20-game winning streak in 1995. The “Ron Dayne Game” against Iowa in 1999 and our back-to-back conference and Rose Bowl crowns in 1998 and 1999. Lee Evans’s 79-yard touchdown reception against No. 3 Ohio State at Camp Randall in 2003. These are just a few of the highlights that come to my mind.

It is not just about the games, either. As I mentioned earlier, it’s the relationships. It makes me so proud to see our former players doing well in their chosen fields of work and in their personal lives. I enjoy them returning to Camp Randall, even if it is just for a few minutes to say hello.

But Badger football is also about a long history of players, games, coaches and fans that were here long before I ever got to Madison. The stories of Pat O’Dea, Elroy “Crazylegs” Hirsch, Pat Richter, Rufus Ferguson, Billy Marek and Al Toon. Memorable games like the 1942 win over No. 1-ranked Ohio State, the 1963 Rose Bowl, the 1981 season-opening victory over Michigan. It’s all part of Badger football.

I know you’ll enjoy reading about just some the players, coaches, staff and games that form what is a rich and colorful football tradition at Wisconsin.

 

GO BADGERS!

 

—Barry Alvarez,

Director of Athletics, former Head Football Coach


CHAPTER ONE

1889-1919

Wisconsin actually started playing football in 1889, but several significant things happened for the program as it proceeded through the 1890s. First off, Wisconsin won quite a bit. The UW was 56-18-3 during its first full decade of play, including being the winner of the first two Big Ten (then Western) Conference titles under the direction of head coach Phil King.

Speaking of the Western Conference, in 1896 Wisconsin joined Chicago, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Northwestern, and Purdue as charter members of what later became the Big Ten.

Wisconsin’s famed fight song, “On Wisconsin,” was introduced in 1909 and later during this period Wisconsin had its first All-American (Robert “Butts” Butler) named. Others like Howard “Cub” Buck and Arlie Mucks Sr. starred for the Badgers, and in 1917 Camp Randall Stadium opened.

Why They Call It Camp Randall

Few college football facilities in the United States are as unique and steeped in history as Wisconsin’s Camp Randall Stadium.

Prior to the Civil War, the State Agricultural Society owned the site and used it for state fairs. When the war began, however, the grounds were turned over to the government to be used as a military training center. Some 70,000 soldiers trained at the camp, which also featured a hospital and a prison for Confederate soldiers on its grounds.

The state fair returned following the war (General U.S. Grant referred to the transformation as “a symbol of beating the spears of war into the plowshares of peace”), but eventually moved to Milwaukee. Rather than put the land up for sale, the state, at the urging of Civil War veterans, gave the land to the University in 1893. Veterans favored naming it Camp Randall instead of Randall Field in honor of the site’s function during the Civil War (it was originally named for Alexander Randall, the state’s first wartime governor).
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An early view of Camp Randall Stadium and its grounds
Photo courtesy of UW Athletic Communications

A small part of the area was set aside as a memorial park in 1911. One entryway into the park is the Memorial Arch, built by the state to honor the 70,000 troops who trained there.

The Camp Randall grounds contained a stadium by 1913, but its stands were made of wood. A sizeable section of the wooden bleachers collapsed at the Badgers’ 20-3 win over Minnesota in 1915, injuring 20 people. That prompted the construction of what is now Camp Randall Stadium.

The original stadium, with a capacity of 10,000, was started with a $20,000 grant from the state. Though the first game played at the new facility was on October 6, 1917, against Beloit, it was officially dedicated when the Badgers defeated Minnesota 10-7 on Homecoming (November 3) that year.

The Badgers Are Born

The first “official” Wisconsin football game took place in Milwaukee against the Calumet Club of Milwaukee on November 23, 1889.

The Milwaukee Sentinel declared (somewhat prophetically in its description of the UW student fans) on the day of the contest: “There promises to be plenty of excitement, as the University team will be accompanied by a delegation of students, each of whom will bring two sound lungs with him.”

The newspaper’s colorful description of the “Madison University” football team’s 27-0 loss included an acknowledgment that the “Milwaukee men were assisted considerably in their victory by the umpire, who appeared to be rather hard on the university boys in several of his decisions.”

The two teams concluded the event when the Milwaukee team “gave three cheers for Madison, and Madison returned the compliment with three cheers for Milwaukee.”

First Night Game

Wisconsin’s first night football game was played against the Carlisle (Pennsylvania) Indians (the great Jim Thorpe later attended the school) in the Chicago Coliseum on December 19, 1896.

Newspaper stories before the game indicated Wisconsin, which featured legendary kicker Pat O’Dea and won the inaugural Western Conference title that season, felt quite confident in its chances against the Indians. “[First-year head coach] Phil King will leave for the east tomorrow after the victory which he confidently expects has been properly celebrated,” wrote the Wisconsin State Journal the day before the contest. The paper also reported that President-elect William McKinley would attend the game.

Wisconsin, however, lost to Carlisle, 18-8. The Indians erased an 8-6 deficit in the second half with a pair of touchdowns. The indoor game reportedly went off without a hitch, although there was one delay when a punted ball landed high on one of the girders that supported the roof of the facility. The Chicago Tribune wrote that the ball remained stuck, “until a boy in the gallery climbed out and dropped it to the ground.”

One of Wisconsin’s key players was lineman J.F.A. “Sunny” Pyre, who was reported to have battled Bemus and Hawley Pierce, a pair of Seneca Indians, ferociously that night. Pyre later became an English professor at UW-Madison, as well as the school’s faculty representative to the Big Ten Conference.

The headline of the Tribune’s story about the game stated: “Indians Get The Scalps.” That was followed by a lead paragraph that read: “Scions of the aborigines, representing eight tribes of North American Indians, left the Coliseum last night, after one of the most hotly contested games of football ever witnessed, with the scalps of eleven Wisconsin men dangling at their belts.”

“Varsity”

College football is a sport rich in traditions and one of the most well-known traditions at Wisconsin home football games is the playing of “Varsity” and the arm-waving that adds a visual element to the nostalgic feeling that comes with singing the University’s alma mater.

The song was originally written (its Latin translation was “Domine Salvam Fac”) in 1853 by French composer Charles Gounod as a part of a church service. Then, in 1898, a music instructor at the University, Henry Dyke Sleeper, wrote the words and arranged the music for what was then called “Varsity Toast.” Former UW Band director Ray Dvorak is responsible for the addition of the arm waving that complements the tune. Dvorak, while an assistant band director at Illinois, accompanied the Fighting Illini football team to a game at the University of Pennsylvania. According to Dvorak, the Penn students sang their alma mater after the game and at the end of the song, “waved their derbies in the air to the words ‘Hail, Hail, Hail.’”

Dvorak brought the concept to Madison and instituted it first as a salute to University president Glenn Frank, who had finished speaking at a mid-year commencement ceremony.

Popularizing the Forward Pass

Names like Ameche, Ferguson, Marek, Dayne, and Davis underline Wisconsin’s tradition of great running backs. It is somewhat ironic, then, that a Badger football pioneer is credited with the first effective use of the forward pass.

Eddie Cochems starred for the Badgers as an end in 1898 and 1899 before moving to halfback and teaming with Albert “Norsky” Larson and Earl “Keg” Driver to form a feared backfield the next two years.

Cochems was a thorn in the side of legendary Coach Amos Alonzo Stagg’s University of Chicago Maroons. He scored a pair of touchdowns in a 39-5 win over Chicago in 1900 and then tallied three times (including a 100-yard kickoff return) the next year in a 35-0 Wisconsin victory over the Maroons.

Cochems, a native of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, went on to coach at St. Louis University from 1906-1908. It was during his years at St. Louis that he originated the recently legalized forward pass. In fact, legendary Notre Dame coach Knute Rockne later credited Cochems with popularizing the forward pass, and his assertion can be validated by a 67-yard pass from St. Louis’s Bradbury Robinson to John Schneider in a 1906 game against Kansas.

The Kangaroo Kicker

The exploits of one of Wisconsin’s true football legends are more than 100 years old now, but the story of Pat O’Dea reads as well now as it did then.

Known as the “Kangaroo Kicker,” O’Dea was born in Melbourne, Australia, and came to Madison in the spring of 1896 to join his brother, Andy, who had come to Wisconsin as varsity crew coach the year before. Pat enrolled at UW-Madison in the fall.

A standout rugby player as a teenager in Australia, Pat O’Dea was reportedly watching the Wisconsin football team practice when a ball rolled in his direction. O’Dea returned the ball by kicking it the length of the field, amazing all onlookers and convincing the players and coaches that they needed him on the team.

O’Dea launched an 85-yard punt in his first appearance against Lake Forest in 1896. He was a fullback for the next three seasons, earning All-America recognition twice from Walter Camp. Among his remarkable feats were punts of 110 and 100 yards, respectively, against Minnesota in 1897 and Yale in 1899; drop-kicked field goals of 62 and 60 yards, respectively, against Northwestern in 1898 (in a blizzard) and Minnesota in 1899; and a 100-yard touchdown run against Beloit in 1899.

Following his playing days at Wisconsin, O’Dea coached at Notre Dame and Missouri before moving to San Francisco to practice law. He mysteriously disappeared, however, and friends searched for his whereabouts for years. In 1934 the San Francisco Chronicle reported that it had found O’Dea living under another name (Charles Mitchell) and working for a lumber company in Westwood, California.
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Pat O’Dea, the famed “Kangaroo Kicker”
Photo courtesy of UW Athletic Communications

O’Dea’s friends back in Wisconsin did not believe the story until Henry J. McCormick, the late Wisconsin State Journal sports editor, and O’Dea’s teammate, Earl “Slam” Anderson, questioned the former kicking star via telegram. O’Dea’s responses confirmed his reappearance.

The UW Department of Athletics celebrated O’Dea’s return by inviting him back to Madison for the 1934 Homecoming game against Illinois. O’Dea was inducted into the National Football Foundation’s College Hall of Fame in 1962.

“On, Minnesota?”

Knowing that the University of Minnesota was looking for a new football fight song, William Purdy, a composer from Chicago, had decided to submit a piece of music he had written. Wisconsin fans can thank Purdy’s roommate, Carl Beck (a Wisconsin alumnus), for convincing his friend not to do that.

Beck, who wrote the lyrics, had his friend contribute the song to Wisconsin and it was introduced in 1909. “On, Wisconsin” has, of course, gone on to become one of the most famous college fight songs in the nation. Here are the lyrics:

On Wisconsin, On Wisconsin

Plunge right through that line

Run the ball clear down the field, boys

Touchdown sure this time ...

On Wisconsin, On Wisconsin

Fight on for her fame

Fight, fellows, Fight, Fight Fight

We’ll win this game!

Purdy sold the copyright to the song in 1918 for less than $100. Years later, “On, Wisconsin,” which John Philip Sousa called “the finest of college marching songs,” became the official state song. Its rights actually were transferred to former Beatle Paul McCartney in the 1980s when the rock star purchased the music catalog (which included “On, Wisconsin”) owned by Melrose Music. Pop star Michael Jackson purchased the Melrose catalog from McCartney but, according to UW Band Director Mike Leckrone, the song is now considered to be in the public domain.

The First All-American

The first first-team All-American in Wisconsin football history was Robert “Butts” Butler, who made the Collier’s team, chosen by Walter Camp, in 1912. That Wisconsin team was the last one to finish a season undefeated.

Butler, originally from Glen Ridge, New Jersey, was one of 11 starters to play the entire game in Wisconsin’s 14-0 victory over Minnesota in 1912. He went on to play professionally with the Canton Bulldogs and is a member of the National Football Foundation Hall of Fame.

While with Canton, Butler played against the legendary Jim Thorpe. “I thought a lot of that stuff the sports writers said about Thorpe must have been overdone,” Butler said. “I thought he couldn’t be that good. But he was that good, the greatest football player I’ve ever seen.”

A Tackle Called “Cub”

Wisconsin was just 11-8-2 during the three (1913-1915) seasons that Howard E. “Cub” Buck played tackle, but the team’s record did little to diminish the accomplishments of one of the great players of the pre-World War I era.

Midwesterners were in disbelief when Walter Camp named Buck a second-team All-American in 1915. Legend had it that Camp’s first team was to play the second team, but when the first-teamers heard Buck was on the second team they refused to play, claiming he was a one-man team.

Buck, who made half of Wisconsin’s tackles in 1915, even garnered the support of writer Ring Lardner, who was with the Chicago Tribune at the time. “Them Wisconsins have got one demon tho,” wrote Lardner. “They call him Cub and he’s a bear. His other name is Buck, and he sure can. I’ve seen all these here teams this fall and he’s the best tackle I ever seen.”

Buck went on to play for Curly Lambeau in Green Bay from 1921-1925. He later became the first football coach at the University of Miami.

The Discus Champ

Arlie Mucks Sr. was a first-team All-America guard on the 1914 Wisconsin football team, but he may be better known for his track and field exploits.

A native of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, Mucks made the 1912 United States Olympic Team that competed at the Olympic Summer Games in Stockholm, Sweden. Mucks, whose fellow American Olympians included Jim Thorpe, Avery Brundage, and George S. Patton (later a legendary World War II general), placed second in the discus.

He went on to set the world record in the discus and won the national championship in the shot and discus three times. Mucks later became a professor at UW-Madison and a national leader in agricultural extension.


CHAPTER TWO

The 1920s

Often called the “Golden Age of Sports” because of the exploits of legends like Babe Ruth, Bobby Jones, Jack Dempsey, and Notre Dame’s Four Horsemen, the 1920s was a decade of ups and downs for the Badger football program. Wisconsin had four different head coaches during that time and finished second in the Big Ten on three occasions. The Badgers, however, also twice slipped to 10th place in league play and tied for ninth one other time.

Eckersall Escapes

Thanks to the efforts of Wisconsin football team captain Marty Below, several of his teammates and UW head coach Jack Ryan, Walter Eckersall made it out of Camp Randall Stadium alive—but just barely.

Eckersall was officiating the Badgers’ 1923 home game with Michigan. Wisconsin fans, incensed at a second-quarter call that allowed the Wolverines to score the only touchdown in a 6-3 victory over the Badgers, gathered at the gate through which Eckersall was to leave the field.

As Eckersall made his way through the crowd, he was struck by an unidentified fan, who was not charged and was released outside the gate at Eckersall’s request.

Fans crowded toward Eckersall as Below and his teammates held them off so the official could be taken to a corner of the field. Eventually, Ryan got Eckersall into his car and drove him to Milwaukee.

Live on the Radio

Coach Jack Ryan’s 1924 Badger squad took part in what is believed to be the first live radio broadcast originating from a football stadium.

Edwin L. “Ty” Tyson approached Michigan athletic director Fielding Yost about broadcasting the Wolverines-Badgers game, but Yost, concerned about hurting attendance, was somewhat reluctant. Yost ultimately agreed to Tyson’s proposal on the condition that the game would be a sellout. That was all but guaranteed after a controversial 6-3 Michigan win at Camp Randall Stadium the year before had heightened interest in the 1924 contest in Ann Arbor.

“It sure was a sellout,” Tyson later recalled. “Doc [Holland] and I had to pay to get in just like everyone else.”

Tyson and Leonard “Doc” Holland described the action from the east end zone stands of Michigan’s Ferry Field on October 25. Detroit’s WWJ Radio, one of the first commercial radio stations in the United States, carried the Wolverines’ 21-0 victory over the Badgers.

Below’s Blind Date

The next time the Badgers travel to Ann Arbor to face Michigan, they will most likely board a chartered airplane Friday evening, arrive in Michigan an hour later and be back in Madison a few hours after the end of the game on Saturday.

Team travel was not, however, always like that. If it were, Marty Below never would have met his wife, Florence.

Below, a member of the National Football Foundation’s College Football Hall of Fame, played one season at UW-Madison in 1918 before returning home to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and attending college there for two years. He went back to Madison and was eligible to play football for the Badgers in 1922.

Wisconsin ventured to Ann Arbor for a November 18 matchup with the Wolverines, who were hosting their homecoming game. In those days the team traveled by train, leaving Thursday evening and arriving on Friday. “We’d have a workout and get plenty of rest before the game on Saturday,” Below told the Milwaukee Journal in 1977. The team would then travel Saturday night to arrive back in Madison on Sunday.

Despite a 13-6 defeat at the hands of the Wolverines that day, the trip was not a total loss for Below, who had a blind date set up after the game at a dance at Michigan’s student union. Below was, in his own words, “all banged up,” with a patch on one of his eyes.

“I think that’s what caught her attention, and things blossomed from there,” he said.

Below and Florence were married in 1925 and later became the parents of three children. Marty Below, an All-America tackle in 1923, died in 1984.

The Greatest Lineman

It was a letter full of playful good will and good wishes, birthday salutations from one old friend to another. It also was validation of Marty Below’s greatness as a football player.

Below, a tackle, earned consensus All-America honors as Wisconsin’s captain in 1923. A two-time, first-team All-Big Ten selection, he went on to be elected to the National Football Foundation’s College Football Hall of Fame.

As Below’s friends were putting together plans to celebrate his 78th birthday, a letter arrived from an old friend and football rival. The note recounted playing days from years gone by and complimentarily referred to Below as a great competitor and a gentleman.

“Marty and I have been friends for many years, and you can believe me when I say that he was the Greatest Lineman I ever played against in College,” the letter’s author wrote toward the end.

It was signed by the legendary Harold “Red” Grange, who starred as a running back in college at Illinois before joining head coach George Halas’s Chicago Bears.

Badgers Bury Hawkeyes in Blizzard

Head coach George Little’s 1925 Badgers earned one of the school’s great wins of that era when they knocked off first-place Iowa, in Iowa City, 6-0 in a raging blizzard.

“It’s the greatest victory I have ever had anything to do with,” Little told the Wisconsin State Journal after the game.

Wisconsin, which did not throw a pass in the game, got a oneyard touchdown run from “Red” Kreuz in the fourth quarter to account for all the scoring.

Newspaper accounts of the game talk of ankle-deep snow on the field.

“Big Reb”

Wisconsin finished the 1929 season with a 4-5 overall record and, in fact, went four straight games without scoring in consecutive losses to Northwestern, Notre Dame, Iowa, and Purdue. But the season was memorable if only for the performance of Harold “Big Reb” Rebholz in the season finale against Minnesota.

The Badgers dropped a 13-12 decision to the Golden Gophers on a typical late fall afternoon in Minneapolis. It was Rebholz’s battle with Minnesota’s legendary Bronko Nagurski, however, that drew most of the attention.

Both Rebholz and Nagurski played on both sides of the ball, keying on each other and tackling each other in bone-jarring fashion. Offensively, Rebholz carried the ball 12 times for 46 yards, while Nagurski gained 39 yards on 16 carries.

Nagurski went on to call Rebholz the greatest defensive player he had faced in college. “Rebholz had an uncanny knack of figuring out our plays almost before they got started,” Nagurski said. “He was a wonder at backing up the line, a deadly tackler and a tough guy to block out of any play.”

Rebholz, a native of Portage, Wisconsin, also lettered for the Wisconsin hockey team in 1928. The Badgers’ football MVP in 1929, he was named honorable mention All-America by several organizations. He later spent 36 years as a high school and collegiate coach and administrator.


CHAPTER THREE

The 1930s

The Great Depression of this era was something of a depression in the fortunes of Badger football, as well. Wisconsin never finished higher than third in the Big Ten in the 1930s, but did feature several outstanding individual performers like Walter F. “Mickey” McGuire and Howard Weiss. Harry Stuhldreher, one of Notre Dame’s famed Four Horsemen, took over as head coach in 1936.

McGuire Was MVP in 1932

The multifaceted Walter F. “Mickey” McGuire never earned All-America or first-team All-Big Ten honors during his three-year (1930-1932) career at Wisconsin, but the product of Honolulu, Hawaii, was one of the most electrifying and popular Badgers of his time.

Two of his performances during the 1932 season stand out the most. The first came in the season-opener against Marquette. Midway through the second quarter, one of McGuire’s punts was blocked deep in Wisconsin territory. The ball bounced into the end zone and only McGuire’s speed allowed him to race back, fall on the ball, and take a safety rather than allow a Marquette touchdown. The Badgers eventually scored a touchdown to take a 7-2 lead, but they needed McGuire’s heroics once more.

In the closing seconds of the game, Marquette’s Gene Ronzani completed a pass to Dick Quirk, who raced toward the Wisconsin end zone. The swift McGuire caught Quirk, tackled him five yards from the goal line and preserved the Badger victory as time ran out.

Later that season against Minnesota came McGuire’s signature performance as a Badger. He had already returned the opening kickoff 90 yards for a touchdown and made a leaping touchdown catch later in the first half. Minnesota, however, tied the game at 13-13 in the third quarter, opening the door for more of McGuire’s magic.
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The electrifying Mickey McGuire Photo courtesy of UW Athletic Communications

Approximately two minutes remained to play when the Badgers took possession of the ball on downs at Minnesota’s 43-yard line. Wisconsin proceeded to complete three straight passes. The last one was caught by McGuire who, according to the Wisconsin State Journal, “took the ball away from a Minnesota defenseman and fought his way the remaining three yards for a touchdown with Gophers hanging onto his legs and riding his back.”

McGuire went on to become managing director of the Hula Bowl for 30 years. He also was president and director of Honolulu Stadium and was managing director of the 1979 Pro Bowl game.

A Legend’s Last Game

The legendary Amos Alonzo Stagg has the second most coaching victories in Big Ten games (199) in conference history. His final league game as head coach at the University of Chicago, however, was a loss to the Badgers.

The two schools met in Chicago in the final game of the 1932 season. The Badgers scored one touchdown in each of the game’s first three quarters and ended up with an 18-7 victory. Wisconsin’s “W” Club gave Stagg an official Wisconsin letter and club membership.

The Badgers finished the 1932 season with a 6-1-1 overall record and their best conference record (4-1-1) in 12 years.

First Victory Over a Ranked Opponent

Wisconsin had played against nationally ranked (by the Associated Press) opponents four times prior to its November 5, 1938, matchup at Northwestern and had lost all four. Now the Badgers had another chance, this time in Evanston against the No. 7 Wildcats.

The Badgers, 3-2 overall, had snapped a two-game losing streak with a 6-0 Homecoming victory over Indiana the weekend before and needed a victory at Northwestern to remain in contention for a Big Ten title. The Wildcats, on the other hand, were not only undefeated at 5-0, but had not allowed a touchdown.

The teams played a scoreless first half before the Badgers finally broke through on standout fullback Howard Weiss’s 41-yard touchdown run early in the second half. That gave Wisconsin a lead it never relinquished, and the Badgers went on to a 20-13 victory that featured a 222-85 UW advantage in rushing yardage.

A rabid crowd of fans, estimated by local newspapers at 8,000 strong, greeted the Badgers upon their return to Madison that evening. Wisconsin coach Harry Stuhldreher even addressed the throng briefly from atop a taxi cab.

The victory set up a Big Ten championship match in Madison against Minnesota on November 19, with the winner of that game guaranteed no worse than a share of the league crown.

California, Here We Come

Wisconsin’s first football trip to the West Coast was a 2,300- mile train ride that took the Badgers to Los Angeles for a nonconference matchup with UCLA on Saturday, November 12, 1938.

Wisconsin, coached by Harry Stuhldreher (one of Notre Dame’s famed Four Horsemen), left three days before the game with 35 players. The Badgers were 4-2 at the time and were coming off a stirring 20-13 upset win at seventh-ranked Northwestern the weekend before.

The Badgers were led by star fullback Howard Weiss, about whom UCLA coach Bill Spaulding said, “If I hadn’t seen Bronko Nagurski play, I’d rate Weiss the greatest fullback of them all. The guy is brutal.” Weiss went on to finish sixth in the 1938 Heisman Trophy balloting and was a second-round choice of Detroit in the 1939 NFL Draft.

Newspaper accounts of the time made quite an issue of the fact that John Getchell would serve as the field judge for the game between the Badgers and Bruins. Getchell had officiated the Notre Dame-Carnegie Tech game in October of that year. Early in the fourth quarter, as Carnegie Tech was preparing to run a play with the scored tied 0-0, the Tartans’ quarterback asked Getchell what down it was. Getchell mistakenly said it was third down when it actually was fourth down. The Fighting Irish ended up taking over and scored three plays later for a 6-0 victory.

Sportswriters referred to Getchell in print as John (What down is it?) Getchell and John (Wrong Down) Getchell.

Getchell was not, however, a factor in this game. Rather, Weiss and Claude York provided the Badgers with one touchdown run apiece, and Wisconsin held on for a 14-7 victory at the Coliseum. The win set up a season-ending showdown with Minnesota the following week.
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