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			1 
THE SENTIMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 
AND SERVING RELIGION

			Taking a step on the path to pleasing God with an intention to strive in God’s cause and for humanity’s good is more blessed than everything in the world.1

			What Do the Words “Being Conscious of Your Responsibility” Mean? 

			Scholars have defined responsibility as one’s accountability and liability towards certain obligations such as belief, practice, behavior, action and speech. In fact, being cognizant of responsibilities is one of the most significant qualities that distinguish human beings from the animals, because, a human being is a living entity who possesses intellect, freewill, responsibility and faith. 

			A believer is a person of responsibility. He or she has a responsibility towards God, the noble Prophet and all Muslims. Sometimes this responsibility manifests itself as making an effort on the path of God and sometimes as good manners.

			All Muslims are obligated to keep their promise to God and behave in a manner of being aware of their responsibilities. So what was this promise we made to God? If we contemplate on the promise we made to God in regard to Him being our Lord,2 and about the reason of our creation which is worship and servanthood, we would have a better understanding of our responsibilities. Our Lord explains this with the following verse: “God burdens no soul except within its capacity: in its favor is whatever (good) it earns, and against it whatever (evil) it merits” (al-Baqarah 2:286). 

			An individual who is aware of his responsibilities will never forget this verse hence act accordingly. As this verse carries a severe caution for people of responsibility who wish to serve their religion, it also explains an important decree: A human being is accountable towards things he is able to carry. 

			Without doubt, faith is the greatest blessing God has bestowed upon His servants. True gratitude for the gift of faith can only be displayed by taking this blessing to souls who are in need of it. This aspiration and feeling is the biggest responsibility of a believer. This noble duty which was exemplified by the Companions of the Prophet at one time, have now been placed on the shoulders of the believers of today as a blessing from God. Of course, taking on the role of the Companions is a difficult task but it is also a most noble duty. 

			A believer who is aware of his responsibility is a person whose backbone crunches under the heavy load of servanthood and lives his life in two-folds within the comprehension of the meaning of worship. For this reason, our noble Prophet states: “If you knew what I know, you would have wept a lot and laughed a lot less.”3 The noble Prophet was groaning under the weight of servanthood and responsibility. How about us? How conscious are we of our responsibilities? 

			We must never forget, as described beautifully by Fethullah Gülen Hocaefendi (pronounced as “Hodjaefendi,” an honorific meaning “respected teacher”), “We are charged with the responsibility for endowing our world with a fresh, new spirit, woven from a love of faith, a love of our fellow human being, and a love of freedom. We have further been charged with the responsibility for being ourselves, connected to the principle of these three loves, and for preparing the ground for the shoots, the pure roots of the blessed tree of Paradise, so that it will be nurtured and grow in the loam of these loves. This, of course, depends on the existence of heroes who will take responsibility for and protect the country’s destiny and the history, religion, traditions, culture, and all sacred things that belong to the people; this will depend on heroes who are absolutely full of a love for science and knowledge, burgeoning with the thought of improvement and construction, sincere and devout beyond measure, patriotic and responsible, and, therefore, always conscientiously at work, in charge, and on duty.

			Thanks to these heroes and their sincere efforts, our system of thoughts and understanding and the fruit of these will prevail with our people; the sense of devoting oneself to others and to the community will gain prominence; the understanding of the division of labor, the management of time, and assisting and liaising with one another will be revived; all relationships of authority-subject, employer-employee, landlord-tenant, landowner-peasant, artist-admirer, attorney-client, teacher-student will become different aspects of the unity of the whole; all this will come about once more and all our expectations from ages past will come true, one by one. We now live in an era in which our dreams are being realized and we believe that with good timing each of the responsibilities of the age will have been accomplished by the time its day arrives.”4

			Consequently, we should leave comforts and worldly pleasures aside, purify ourselves from satanic thoughts like “who cares” and fulfill our responsibilities.

			The Feeling of Responsibility Demonstrated by the Prophet and His Companions

			Our noble Prophet felt the weight of responsibility so extensively that when the Surah Hud was revealed, the number of grays on his blessed beard had increased drastically. They asked him:

			“O Messenger of God, lately, the grays on your beard have increased significantly.” 

			He replied: “Surah Hud has aged me.”

			Once again, they asked: “Which verse, O Messenger of God?” 

			He replied: “Pursue, then, what is exactly right (in every matter of the Religion), as you are commanded (by God)” (Hud 11:112).

			In every level of his invitation to religion, the noble Messenger, a man of greatest responsibility, always emphasized the significance of the sentiment of responsibility to the people he addressed, because, people who possess a sense of responsibility will always behave in a shrewd and appropriate manner. At times, our Prophet mentioned that all Muslims have responsibilities and at times he indicated to a certain group as he talked about human responsibilities. There were also occasions where he reminded one person of his responsibilities. Let us now provide some examples in regard to this topic.

			Our Prophet indicated that every individual in society has responsibilities and he exempted no one: “You are all shepherds and you are all responsible of those under your hand. A leader of a nation is a shepherd and those under his rule are his responsibility. Every individual is a shepherd of his family thus he is responsible for them. A woman is the shepherd of her husband’s home and she is responsible of its supervision. A servant is responsible for his master’s belongings therefore he is also a shepherd. Each and every one of you is a shepherd and you are responsible of those under your rule.”5 

			In relation to inviting people to the universal virtues, every Muslim is held responsible. “Whoever sees an evil let him correct it with his hands. If he does not have the power to do this let him correct it with his tongue. If he does not possess the strength to do this also, then let him display his repugnance with his heart.”6 (When practicing this hadith, Muslims should not violate the laws of their host country.)

			Our Prophet gave great importance to knowledge, learning and teaching. He focused on responsibility before action. His cautions about responsibility continued during also during practice. According to the noble Prophet this was a progression that did not conclude at a certain point. The reason for this was that the society of that era did not have a solid structure; it was always going through a change. The number of individuals in the community constantly increased, so it was imperative that essential information be repeated for those who recently joined the community. 

			Our Prophet has many statements which describe the different aspects of responsibility. It is obvious that if a movement is disciplined through the sentiment of responsibility, it will be more beneficial. In contrast, movements not disciplined through the sense of responsibility will beget anarchy and chaos. The Messenger of God has developed the character of those around him through the sentiment of responsibility and transformed them into individuals who were beneficial to society. The sentiment of responsibility preached by the noble Prophet can be seen in the lives and behavior of the Companions. 

			Our Prophet used to assign responsibilities to his Companions in regard to conveying the truth. One of these Companions was Mus’ab ibn Umayr. He was the son of a wealthy Meccan family. Mus’ab was a gentle, civilized and a handsome young man. He turned his back to all the wealth that his family possessed to become a Muslim. Following the first pledge at Aqaba, our Prophet sent Mus’ab to Medina to teach Islam and the recitation of the Qur’an to those who had accepted his Prophethood. In Medina, Mus’ab stayed in the home of Asad ibn Zurara.

			Mus’ab, a man of responsibility who exerted all of his efforts to explain Islam was being guided by Asad ibn Zurara who took him to the leaders of Medina. Many people in Medina had already embraced Islam. However, this needed to be done on a larger scale thus meetings with the leaders were imperative. It was important to encourage some of the prominent leaders to embrace Islam.

			Sa’d ibn Muaz, the leader of the Aws tribe was not Muslim yet and he was concerned about the spread of Islam in Medina. He sent Usayd ibn Khudayr, who was also one of the leaders of his tribe, to Mus’ab so that he could stop him from spreading Islam. He also added, “I know what to do with him, if only my cousin Asad ibn Zurara was not involved.” 

			Usayd rushed to the location where Mus’ab had gathered with a small group of people. Usayd was furious as he approached the group. Asad had noticed the approach of Usayd and quickly turned to Mus’ab and explained that he was one of the leaders of their tribe. Usayd stood next to them and shouted, “Why have you come here! You are misleading some of our weak and ignorant people. If you don’t want to lose your life, leave at once!” 

			Mus’ab replied, “Wait, come and sit down for a moment. Listen to what I am saying. If you agree with what I am saying then you will accept; if you don’t then you may do as you wish with me.” This was a kind and friendly reply by Mus’ab. 

			Usayd said, “You have spoken the truth.” He then placed his spear on the ground and sat next to them. Mus’ab explained Islam to him and then recited a few verses from the Holy Qur’an. Usayd could not hold himself anymore as he said, “What beautiful words are these? How does one embrace this religion?” Mus’ab and Asad explained that first he needed to wash up, change his clothes and then recite the testimony of faith. They also added that he should perform the Prayer. Usayd followed all the instructions and became a Muslim. Later, he stood up and said, “I will go now and send someone important to you. If this man embraces Islam, there will be no one left in this region to decline this religion.” 

			Quickly, he went back to Sa’d ibn Muaz. Sa’d asked, “What have you done with them?” He replied, “I did what was necessary and spoke to them but I did not see any problems with those two.” Sa’d said, “Your explanation is not satisfactory.” 

			Sa’d became extremely upset as he decided to solve the problem himself. He took off and quickly found Mus’ab and Asad. He shouted in anger as he stood over them, “O Asad! If we were not related, I would not have shown any tolerance towards you, for you have brought disorder into our people!” 

			Upon hearing this, Mus’ab replied in a gentle manner, “Please sit with us for a moment. Listen to what I am saying. If you find these words acceptable then embrace them. If you find them to be repulsive then we will stop conveying them.” 

			Sa’d was convinced as he sat down and listened. Mus’ab explained the meaning of Islam and recited a few verses from the Holy Qur’an. As he recited the verses, Sa’d’s expression changed and signs of faith began to appear on his face. Suddenly, he said, “What do you do to enter this religion?” Mus’ab explained the essentials of Islam and its values. Without hesitation Sa’d recited the testimony of faith and embraced Islam. Through Mus’ab’s gentle attitude and sincere approach, there was not a house in Medina where Islam had not entered.7 The Mus’ab-like people of today could learn a lot from these incidents. 

			The Spirit of Responsibility Should Always Be Kept Alive

			When people utter the words “Why should I bother with this”, a dialogue that took place between Sultan Süleyman the Magnificent and Yahya Efendi, who was an important scholar of the era, comes to mind. The Sultan and Yahya Efendi are milk-brothers. Yahya Efendi is a saintly individual whose prayers were potent. 

			One day, Sultan Süleyman ponders about the future of the Ottoman State and writes a letter to Yahya Efendi: “My dear brother, you are a scholar of wisdom. Bless us with your knowledge and tell us what will become of the sons of Uthman.”

			Yahya Efendi replies with the following message: “Why should I bother with this, brother?” 

			Sultan Süleyman was stunned by the reply hence quickly he decided to visit Yahya Efendi at his dervish lodge in Yıldız Park. He was disappointed at the fact that no answer was given to his question. As the Sultan walked in he asked, “Dear brother, you have not answered my question, have I done something wrong?”

			Yahya Efendi replied, “I have answered your question, yet I am surprised that you failed to understand.” 

			“What did it mean?” asked Sultan Süleyman. 

			Yahya Efendi replied: “My brother, in a nation, if injustice and tyranny becomes wide-spread and if those who see this say “Why should I bother with this” and do not act; if a sheep is consumed by the shepherd instead of a wolf and if those who know do not say anything; if the screams of the poor and the innocents rise to the sky and if no one hears them, then wait for the demise of you nation. Your treasures will be looted and your soldiers will rebel, this is the time of the end.” 

			Fortunate are those who are aware of their humanity and possess exalted feelings of responsibility. They could never say, “Why should I bother with this.” When they behold a bleeding wound, they do not ignore this as their hearts burn with agony. They feel ashamed before God and their conscience feel the pressure of the Prophet’s spirituality hence they do not leave unguarded the sanctified cause which was entrusted upon them.8 

			Reading Text 
We Have Also Accepted the Resignation of Those 
Who Have Given Their Resignation to You!

			Great poet Mehmet Akif Ersoy would frequently attend the Sultan Ahmed Mosque for the Morning Prayers. Each time he went to the mosque, he saw an old man weeping in the corner. One day, the old man explained his story to Akif and he was deeply affected. Later, Akif explained the conversation he had with the old man:

			“Every day I would perform the Morning Prayer at Sultan Ahmed. No matter how early I went there, I would see an old man sitting at the corner of the Mosque and weeping continuously. His hair and beard had completely turned gray and the old man looked extremely sad and hopeless. He cried so much that I did not witness a minute in which he did not weep. I could not help myself but wonder as to why this man wept so much. One morning, I approached him and asked, “Why are you weeping so much? Should a man lose hope from the mercy of God?” He glanced at me with his aged eyes and replied:

			“Do not make me explain. My heart is about to explode.” I continued to insist and finally he began to explain his story: “Dear sir, I was a major in the army during the rule of Sultan Abdülhamid. I had a military unit under my command. I served in the army until my parents passed away. Following their deaths, I decided to resign from active duty. I had inherited a significant amount of wealth. In order to supervise this wealth, so that it was not misused, I decided to give in my resignation. I wrote a request for my resignation and sent it to the royal authority. In my request letter I had written, “Both my parents have passed away. We have a significant amount of wealth and properties at various locations. Consequently, someone needs to attend to our businesses and properties. Please consider my situation when deciding on my resignation.” 

			A few days later, I received a letter from the Sultan himself. I opened the letter with great enthusiasm. The Sultan was informing me that my resignation was not accepted. It was obvious that they had given my resignation request letter to the Sultan himself. I wrote another letter and reapplied for it. There was no change in the decision. Finally, I decided to visit the Sultan in person and ask for my resignation. Sultan Abdülhamid was a courageous individual. Sometime ago, I worked with his personal assistant. He explained a few things about the Sultan: “When Abdülhamid traveled in his carriage, people sitting on his left and right would be afraid to even breathe.” 

			Abdülhamid was a saintly person. For this reason, I decided to explain my situation to this majestic and heroic man in person, may God have mercy on his soul. I visited him and said:

			“O Sire, I urge you to accept my resignation, this is my situation.” He paused for a few minutes. I could tell from his expression that he did not wish to accept my resignation. For this reason I became a bit more adamant. Upon my persistence, he turned towards me and with anger he said “Your resignation has been accepted” as he made a push-away gesture with the back of his hand. 

			I was happy about the result. Quickly, I returned to my town and took control over my businesses. One night, I saw an incredible dream. In the realm of metaphysics all the Muslim armies had gathered for inspection. Our regiments fighting in the east and the west were being inspected by the Messenger of God, himself. 

			Our noble Prophet was standing in front of the Yıldız Palace and the entire army was marching through in total discipline as they saluted him. There were prominent Ottoman Sultans besides him and Abdülhamid was also there. The Sultan was standing behind the Prophet in a respectful manner. As the army marched through, the regiment that I used to command appeared. It did not have a commander hence the soldiers were walking in an undisciplined manner. 

			Upon seeing this, the noble Prophet turned to Abdülhamid and said: “O Abdülhamid, where is the commander of this regiment?” 

			Abdülhamid replied in humility: “O Messenger of God, the commander of this regiment resigned. He insisted so much that we gave him the permission to resign.”

			The noble Prophet said: “We have also accepted the resignation of those who have given their resignation to you!”

			The old man concluded his story with the words, “Now tell me, should I stop crying or not?” 

			Indeed, the noble Prophet is behind every step that is taken in the name of God. If a believer wishes to see the Prophet’s support then he should fulfill his duty accordingly. 

			What Should a Believer Be Careful of When Serving the Religion and his Nation?

			What type of foundation should a responsible believer, whose heart beats with the passion for serving his religion and nation, possess? Let us now attempt to find an answer to this question. 

			First of all, we need to learn our religion appropriately. In order to do this, we need to learn the essentials of religion by studying from authentic sources. The knowledge learned should be reflected to our lives. Primarily, a person of responsibility must learn his religion within the framework of Sunni way of belief (Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’a) and accordingly put this knowledge into practice. 

			It is also important to show patience. As it is the case with all matters, our guide in conveying the truth to others is Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. When we analyze his luminous life, we see that he possessed the utmost patience. 

			As it is common knowledge, the greatest problems and hardships came to Prophets who were the most beloved servants of God, yet, they displayed great patience. No doubt, there may be obstacles of all kinds on the path of believers who wish to serve their religion and nation. They need to overcome these obstacles with great patience, like the patience we observe in the life of the noble Prophet. 

			The Messenger of God endured harassments of all types as thorns were laid on his path and intestines were poured over his head when he offered his Prayer. In spite of all, he showed incredible dedication, visiting every tent and every street in Mecca to guide people onto the right path.

			One of the most important cornerstones in our Prophet’s invitation is tolerance and gentleness. The Holy Qur’an describes our Prophet’s gentle approach to people with the following verse: 

			It was by a mercy from God that (at the time of the setback), you (O Messenger) were lenient with them (your Companions). Had you been harsh and hard-hearted, they would surely have scattered away from about you. Then pardon them, pray for their forgiveness, and take counsel with them in the affairs (of public concern); and when you are resolved (on a course of action), put your trust in God. Surely God loves those who put their trust (in Him). (Al Imran 3:159)

			Benevolence is a radiant key granted to our Prophet for opening the tarnished hearts. With this key he has unlocked many hearts. Therefore, we should also equip ourselves with the following principles: “Be so tolerant that your heart becomes wide like the, ocean. Become inspired with faith and love for others. Offer a hand to those in trouble, and be concerned about everyone. Applaud the good for their goodness, appreciate those who have believing hearts, and be kind to believers. Approach unbelievers so gently that their envy and hatred. Return good for evil, and disregard discourteous treatment. An individual’s character is reflected in his or her behavior. Choose tolerance, and be magnanimous toward the ill-mannered. The most distinctive feature of a soul overflowing with faith is to love all types of love that are expressed in deeds, and to feel enmity for all deeds in which enmity is expressed. To hate everything is a sign of insanity or of infatuation with Satan.”9 

			Another matter of utmost importance: We observe that in explaining Islam, the noble Prophet preferred to use a step by step method. If you place a fifty kilo load on a person whose capability is limited to twenty kilos, you will likely to cause an injury. The Messenger of God treated people according to their levels and ability, explaining the realities of religion not at once but in limited dosages with love and care hence this is how he enabled faith and virtues to enter their hearts. 

			We should also underline the following matter: A believer should fulfill his duty within the limits of causes however he should leave the result to God. In situations of success, one should never feel pride and vanity. On the contrary, one should always possess the thought that it is God who grants everything and nothing can be achieved without His help. 

			Finally, one should always take great care with his/her life of servanthood; alongside the Daily Prayers, there should be Tahajjud, Nafila, Awwabin, and also Tasbihat and Jawshan. They should never be neglected. One’s daily life should be established on taqwa (the conscious performance of good and avoidance of evil) and zuhd (asceticism). 

			Grab Those Sticks, We Deserve This Punishment

			In schools, moral and cultural values should be taught as much as the other subjects so that generations with powerful characters and strong spirits who would transform their nation into paradise can be raised. Teaching and nurturing are different things. Many people can be teachers but not everyone can be educators. Becoming a teacher-educator depends on feeling the pressure of responsibility at all times and being two-folded with concerns and distress. Affecting the hearts of your pupils can only be achieved through the level of representation stated above. Here is an exemplary incident:

			Nevzat hodja came to Haydar hodja in panic, “They ran away again. Many times we spoke to them and gave advice yet they did it again. They do not listen. This is the third time they took off.” 

			Haydar hodja asked, “Why are they doing this?” 

			“I do not know; they want to live like fools,” he replied. 

			“How did you find them last time?”

			“The first time, we found them at the bus terminal and the second time they ran away we found them sleeping on a park bench. It was during the time of military restriction so soldiers found them and notified us. We went and brought them back. We explained to them that this kind of behavior would be costly, yet they do not understand.” 

			Meanwhile, the three students who ran away had decided to purchase train tickets. The experienced conductor at the train station quickly realized that these kids were runaways. He said to them, “Listen kids, it is not safe around here, give me your tickets and money for safe-keeping. When the train arrives, I will give them back.” The kids found this quite reasonable and gave their tickets to the conductor. The conductor then informed the police at the train station and asked them to investigate the kids. The policeman treated them kindly and asked about their situations. He found the name of the boarding school they had ran away from. Quickly he called their school and Haydar hodja jumped in the car and came to the station. He picked the three runaways up and brought them back to school. This time he was going to punish them severely, because they had been warned many times before. Upon arrival, he saw the principal and changed his mind about punishing the students. Then he explained the situation to him. The principal said, “Find me three steel rods and make sure they are thick, I do not want them to bend when I am thumping these three. I have a class now, bring them to me after I finish.” 

			Haydar hodja walked out thinking, “Isn’t one steel rod enough? It is not as if it would break like a stick.” Then he argued in his mind, “I should be respectful, there must be some wisdom in this.” 

			A few minutes later, he came back holding three steel rods in his hand. The principle had finished his class as the three students waited at the doorway like patients waiting for surgery, with fear on their eyes. The principle turned towards them and said, “Come on in.” Then he turned to Haydar hodja and said, “Come on Haydar hodja take your shirt off, for I am doing the same.” Then he looked at the three students and said, “Here take these steel rods! We deserved this punishment. If we were good examples and role models, if we had touched your hearts, you would not be doing this foolish thing. It is us who deserve this beating. Our backs are open, hit as much as you wish.” 

			The three students who entered the room with pale faces and great fear were now in shock. The steel rods had fallen from their hands and they were on the floor, weeping. They pleaded to the principle, “Please sir, ‘Punish us as you wish, break our legs but forgive us.’” The principle was quite serious in his decision to punish himself. However, the sincerity of the students had convinced him. Finally, he changed his mind and decided not to insist anymore. No one ran away from this boarding school again.10

			Qualities of a Hizmet (Service) Devotee 

			In one of his articles, Fethullah Gülen summarizes the qualities of the people who have devoted themselves to Hizmet (a word of Arabic origin, used in Turkish to mean disinterested, voluntary and beneficial service to others):

			1.	People of service must resolve, for the sake of the cause to which they have given their heart, to cross over seas of “pus and blood.”

			2.	When they attain the desired object, they must be mature enough to attribute everything to its Rightful Owner, and be respectful and thankful to Him. Their voices and breaths glorify and magnify God, the Sublime Creator. Such people hold everyone in high regard and esteem, and are so balanced and faithful to God’s Will that they do not idolize those whom they praise for their services. 

			3.	First of all, they understand that they are responsible and answerable for work left undone, must be considerate and fair-minded to everyone who seeks their help, and must work to support the truth. 

			4.	They are extraordinarily resolved and hopeful even when their institutions are destroyed, their plans upset, and their forces routed.

			5.	People of service are moderate and tolerant when they take new wings and once again soar to the summits, and so rational and wise that they admit in advance that the path is very steep. So zealous, persevering, and confident are they that they willingly pass through all the pits of hell encountered on the way.

			6.	So sincere and humble are such people that they never remind others of their accomplishments.11 

			It Cannot Be Achieved without Hardship and Suffering 

			One of the qualities of believers who consider serving religion as the objective of life is hardship and suffering. As it is known, the purpose of Prophets is to guide human beings onto the right path through invitation and supervision. There was not a moment in their lives in which this Divine mission did not take place. The most apparent activities observed in the lives of Prophets were reminding people about faith when they were amongst them; planning and producing strategies to fulfill this Divine mission when they were alone; asking help from God for success; praying and pleading for the salvation of those who detach themselves from God and experiencing hardship and suffering on this path.

			Obviously, our noble Prophet was no different. He had great concern and affection for his people. He endured many difficulties and all forms of suffering so that people may embrace Islam. The Holy Qur’an explains his situation with the following verse: “Now hath come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers he is most kind and merciful” (at-Tawbah 9:128).

			Just as he did on earth, our noble Prophet will also make an effort to save the believers on the Day of Judgment by using his rights of intercession as he will appeal to the mercy of God for the salvation of those who are worthy of forgiveness. In this day and age, a Muslim should be sensitive about the situations of others, just like the Messenger of God, they should wish for them to have faith, learn the universal virtues and practice them accordingly so that they could achieve happiness in both worlds. Moreover, praying for their salvation and being concerned about their future is a Prophetic manner. For this reason, every soul that has possessed this responsibility has made it a habit to recite the following prayer: “Allahummarham ummata Muhammad”, O God, have mercy on the people of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him.

			As explained above, this prayer includes a glimpse into the exalted perspective of the Prophets as it also shares their dignified views. People who possess such venerable ideals had sometimes stated, “O God, on the Day of Judgment, make my body so huge that it fills the entire Hell, this way there will be no room left for others!” There are also those who said: “I have sacrificed my world and the Hereafter for my people’s faith. I am willing to smolder in the flames of hell if only I could see the salvation of my people’s faith.” Such people have displayed this act of self-sacrifice by continuously living in this frame of mind.

			Let us try to strengthen our argument with an analogy: Once upon a time, a man thought to himself, “I wonder if there are saintly people in this day and age?” Suddenly he heard a voice, “Yes there is a person. He is a steelworker at such and such place and his name is Ahmad Efendi.” 

			So this person searched for Ahmad Efendi and found him. From a distance he observed his lifestyle. He wanted to see the extraordinary qualities that Ahmad Efendi possessed. However, he could not see anything different about him. 

			Finally, he decided to visit him and tell him about his experience. Upon listening, Ahmad Efendi replied: “As you see, I do not have an intense religious life. I do not stay awake every night and I do not fast every day. However, when I place my steel on the fire and it turns red, and becomes ready for me to work on, the people of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, come to my mind. I think about how they live detached from God and accompanied by sins. This is when I make the prayer, “O God, forgive Muslims and have mercy on them. Save them from this disgraceful situation.” I lose myself in these thoughts so much so that sometimes I grab the steel from the hot side and I do not even feel the heat in my hand. The other person replied, “Ok, now I know why you are so valuable by the side of God.”

			Indeed, an individual who has dedicated himself to service must feel the pain and anguish of those who needs guidance. Following the death of Abu Ali Dakkak, a beloved servant of God, they see him in a dream where he is weeping and wishing he was back on earth. They ask why he wishes such thing and he replies: 

			“I wish to come back to earth and put on my finest clothes. Then take my staff and rush through the streets as I knock on every door. I would like to shout at every household, “If you only knew who you are staying away from!”

			The thought of touching to every soul and knocking on every door and shouting, “Have faith in God and save yourselves!” has gone through the minds of all Prophets and saints. Unfortunately, human beings are not aware of the games they are playing, the things they are missing out on and where they will end up. One cannot understand human beings who do not think about using lives which was given to them as a one-off capital to earn their eternal lives. 

			Reading Text 
How Does One Become a Dedicated 
Person of the Service?

			Zübeyr Gündüzalp, a genuine student of Bediüzzaman wrote a letter to Nazım Gökçek of Gaziantep, who was also a student of the Risale-i Nur (“Treatise of Light,” Bediüzzaman Said Nursi’s 6000-page commentary on the Qur’an) explaining the qualities of a person who has dedicated himself to serving the Qur’an: 

			•	Since you inform us that you are willing to tolerate all difficulties in the name of God, you have given us encouragement and passion, therefore listen carefully.

			•	Your duty is to pick roses amongst the thorns. Your feet are bare hence prickles will pierce them. Your hands are open thus you will have thorns in them. Yet, this will make you happy.

			•	You will include Moses-like individuals into your ranks, people who were raised in the palace of the pharaohs. For this you will be beaten up. They will incarcerate you for talking but this will make you glad. 

			•	If they cast you into dark dungeons, you will give light; if you come across rusted souls, you will give hope; if you see faithless hearts, you will give Divine light to them. Your giving will be considered as unlawful, you will be will be punished for your thoughts and your speech will send you to prison, yet you will thank the Lord for this. 

			•	You will be separated from your mother, family and loved ones. Yet you will hold firmly onto the Qur’an with your heart. From a drop of water you will become an ocean and from a breath of air you will become a cyclone. 

			•	If you are caught in a storm of lies, smear campaigns and slander, you will not respond with emotions. If they build a barrier of steel in front of you, then you will chew through it with your teeth. If you need to go through a mountain, you will dig into it with a needle. 

			There is no Greater Duty than Serving Religion

			On earth there is no greater duty than serving the religion of God. For if there was such a duty then God would have bestowed it upon His Prophets. The mission of invitation and guidance is the greatest honor given to Prophets and a duty most valued by the side of God. It is rising like the sun to convey the message of God to people so that they could purify themselves and return to their quintessence. Since the time of Prophet Adam, every human being who have accepted this invitation and owned up to this responsibility can in a sense be regarded as those who have sat on the same table with Prophets. 

			For this reason, a believer should serve his religion with a sense of responsibility and accountability. In regard to this issue, let us take a look at the following story that took place during the time of the late Ottomans. One day, Hüsrev Efendi, one of the latter Ottoman scholars, was explaining a topic to his students. His students noticed a sense of disinclination in the scholar’s attitude. They asked: “Teacher, you seem a bit quite and tentative today.” 

			Hüsrev Efendi replied: “Forgive me, I did not wish to make it obvious, but today just before I left home, my daughter passed away. As I was thinking about the funeral arrangements, I remembered that I had a class today. Then I said to myself, “What would God say to me if I neglect my students? Unfortunately, my daughter’s body is lying there at home. My mind keeps on going back and forth.”

			These are the teachers who represent the caravan of eternity and if life is shaped at the hands of such scholars, humanity will reunite with the gratification they are in need of so much. 

			Let us also provide an example from our time: One day, the principal of a private school operating in a foreign nation sees a child fall down from an open window. The young student had fallen from one of the higher levels of the school building. In panic, the principal rushes out of his office and runs down the stairs. As he runs towards the child, he keeps on thinking, “What would I say to his family? What if this incident affects our service and these people take their students away from us? My God! This incident will certainly bring harm to our educational services!” 

			As the principal approached the child who was lying on the ground, he uttered the words, “Thank God; it was my child. No harm will come to our service.”12 

			It is obvious that there is no difference between Hüsrev Efendi and this young heroic school principal. People who have captured the same horizon of virtue are uniting on the same line. This is an indication of our rediscovery of the sun we had once lost.

			Are We Performing Our Duty?

			Our noble Prophet was aware of his responsibility. He possessed an unshakable will power and his nerves were made up of steel. He had experienced all forms of difficulties in Mecca yet they did not discourage him a bit. His wife and uncle had passed away one after the other yet he did not lose hope even though they were his greatest supporters in life. 

			He was given the assignment of being a guide for humanity. He was to explain God to his people, one by one. This was a difficult task yet the Messenger of God had undertaken this without any hesitation. As a result, he made his way into the hearts of human beings. 

			Even when he was a child, he would repeat the words, “My people… my people!” It was as if he had programmed himself for the assignment that lied ahead. His concerned appearance on the Day of Judgment, standing in two-folds, is the extension of this noble responsibility. In any case, who could possess the endurance to take on such a responsibility but him? It was as if he had taken on the responsibility of all humanity from the first human being to the last. 

			He lived his live in the same manner, with sensitivity and discipline, from the day he commenced his duty until the day he passed away. The attitude he had when they were a small group made up of one man, one woman, one child and a slave, was the very same attitude when he addressed a crowd of one hundred thousand followers during the farewell Hajj. 

			As he delivered his farewell sermon, Muslims gathered to listen to him. His sanctified voice was traveling in radiant spiral waves, reaching all ears and it will continue to echo until the Day of Judgment. For those who were not present, he would say, “Those of you here, convey this to those who are not.” The noble Prophet was preparing to leave hence he was uttering his last words:

			“O people! I have come to you with a mission. I have explained certain things to you. Tomorrow, on the majestic presence they will ask you if I had accomplished my mission or not. How will you testify to this?”

			Indeed, he was a Prophet who had accomplished his mission. He was such a sanctified person that for God, even the distribution of the lock of hair on the side of his face was an important incident in comparison to events which took place in the universe. The Messenger of God was different. He was forgiven for everything that occurred in the pass and everything that would happen in the future. However, he still had concerns. Although, he had completed his mission with success, would his people agree to testify to this? Suddenly, Mount Arafat and Muzdalifa began to tremble with screams. These screams were coming from the deepest corners of the hearts: 

			“You have fulfilled your mission! You have guided us as a noble Prophet! You are leaving us as a person who has completed his duty!” Upon hearing this, the noble Prophet raised his index finger towards the heavens and shouted: “Be my witness O Lord! Be my witness O Lord! Be my witness O Lord!”13 

			What did the noble Prophet mean by this? Depending on their status and rank, everyone has certain responsibilities and duties. The noble one had completed his duty with great success. How about us? Are we performing our duties in this day and age? This is a question that each and all of us should be asking to ourselves. We cannot become a bystander in front of this blazing fire. We should all be grabbing a bucket and rushing to put it out.

			Hiding behind Various Excuses

			As we try to perform this Divine duty, we should not be hiding behind various excuses. The following analogy is a good illustration of this:

			Once upon time, a war broke out between the land animals and birds. Both sides were struggling to prevail over the other. Bats, which carried the characteristics of both sides, were impartial. When birds ask the bats to join them they would reply: “We are mammals” and when mammals made the same offer; they claimed that they were birds. 

			Sometime later, the two parties signed a treaty. The bats quickly sided with the birds and congratulated them. However, birds did not accept them into their society. When they tried to join the mammals, they received a similar reception. So the bats were accused of betrayal by both sides. They had no alternatives but to isolate themselves to become prisoners of the dark. 

			A believer should not come up with excuses to abstain from service. He should light up a candle in the dark and make an effort to support good so that it may prevail over evil. Of course, this should not be done by retribution to evil with evil; on the contrary, it should be done through the representation of good and explaining its beauty. 

			A soul devoted itself to serving the truth has already accepted the possibility of enduring various difficulties, problems and hardship. A person with such a soul should make an extraordinary effort to fulfill the duty bestowed upon him, in spite of all the difficulties and problems that may arise. He should focus on his objectives and ignore the thousands of problems and burdens he may face. Moreover, as he performs his duty he should take extreme care to stay clear of hiding behind excuses. 

			This world is a place of worship and service. Life is an episode of time during which the fruits of eternity are planted. Service (Hizmet) can be defined as spreading the Exalted Name of God to the entire humanity hence this mission will always face difficulties as it has many times in the past. Our part in this Divine service is to work relentlessly, without showing reluctance and exhaustion.

			Bediüzzaman Has Lived Every Moment of His Troublesome and Difficult Life in the Service 
of the Qur’an and Faith

			In regard to serving faith, Bediüzzaman is one of the foremost role model who should be taken as an example. According to Bediüzzaman, for a believer, serving faith should be the most important objective and goal in life. He has defended this ideal throughout his life and never deviated from such line of thinking. At Eskişehir courthouse, the judge questioned everyone about their occupation and when it was Bediüzzaman’s turn, he stood up and said, “My occupation is to serve faith.” 

			Bediüzzaman is a grand pillar who had sacrificed his honor, pride, soul, body and life for the service of the Qur’an and faith. Although he faced all kinds of harassments, insults, tyranny and torture, he did not take a step back from his sanctified duty. 

			Bediüzzaman sacrificed his worldly comfort to serve religion, abstaining from collecting wealth as he lived in the orbit of contentment, fear of God and piety. Bediüzzaman, a benevolent scholar of Islam and a man of service, spent every minute of his radiant but troublesome life serving the Qur’an. His heart would burn upon seeing the destruction of people at the hands of disbelief and indecency. He would always be involved in invitation to religious activities in the name of “saving faith”, saving the people of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and bringing contentment to humanity. At a time when most people sought after their own personal interests and high status, he dedicated his soul to saving the faith of his people and considered this duty as the greatest mission on earth. The books he had written under most difficult conditions were published for this noble cause. Through the Risale-i Nur, he commenced a major scientific campaign against materialism, and enemies of religion and creed. He customized the authentication of notions such as unity, resurrection, Prophethood, justice, destiny, and analytical faith which were being subjected to deformation. 

			Bediüzzaman was a dedicated man of action and a man, who suffered with the problems of the world of Islam and humanity. He is a hero of service who had devoted his life to the values he sincerely believed. He has never refrained from speaking out what he believed to be the truth. He had been poisoned many times, almost executed on a few occasions and subjected to all kinds of harassments in prison, such as being sent to solitary confinement in freezing conditions when he was an old man, yet he did not make the smallest concession from his beliefs. 

			Pain and suffering, the two evident signs which have been the companion of those who served on the path of religion were also part of this brilliant man’s life. 

			Bediüzzaman stated, “In my 80 years of life, I do not remember experiencing a moment of worldly pleasure. My life has passed on battle fields, in dungeons, legal courts and prisons. In military courts, I was treated like a murderer and I was sent to exile like a vagrant.” These words are a perfect summary of his troublesome life.

			Sometimes he would describe the relentless problems that pressurized his soul, with the words, “There were times when I was sick of living. If my religion had permitted suicide, Said would have been dead now.” With these words, Bediüzzaman proves that he protected his honor by showing patience and endurance to all forms of tortures he had faced. He kept his entire world packed in a straw basket that he would always carry under his arm. In his view, this is how much the entire world was worth. During the 28 years of life spent in prisons and exile, he taught his students to protect and uphold the law. He never bowed to the oppressive laws of the government but he did not fight against them with force, on the contrary, he used his pen to criticize them. His intelligent and insistent attitude towards “positive behavior” has earned him a unique place in history. 

			During his sermons, Bediüzzaman would always emphasize on issues like sincerity, brotherhood, faith and the importance of serving the Qur’an, whilst he would frequently caution his students about conceit and egocentric behavior. When Zübeyr Gündüzalp said, “Master, I am afraid of conceit”, Bediüzzaman replied, “Be terrified of it.” In relation to this, he would give the following advice to his students: “My brothers, our duty is to serve the Qur’an and faith with sincerity. However, our success, people’s acceptance and our victory over the oppressors is the duty of God. We will not interfere in this. Even if we are defeated, we will not lose our spiritual willpower and enthusiasm in the service of God. In this sense, we need to be acceptant. Once they said to Jalaladdin Kharzamshah, the great commander of Islam: “You will again be victorious in the battle against Genghis.” He replied, “My duty is to strive in God’s cause. Victory belongs to the Almighty God. I perform my duty and do not interfere in His.” 

			Bediüzzaman was determined to face all types of difficulties and hardship in the name of serving the Qur’an, sincerity and brotherhood. This attitude had given Bediüzzaman an incredible power of patience. The things they had done to him were outrageous: Summoning him to the police station in the middle of the night, taking him to court at night and interrogating him about his visitors were common harassments for him. If a simple villager kissed his hand, he would be investigated. People who visited him were being harassed constantly. They would say, “Why do you greet him?” “Why do you look at him?” Innocent people were being hassled just for interacting with him. Considering the circumstances, this man of ideals showed great patience in the name of brotherhood as he protected his sincerity. 

			One of the most important issues that Bediüzzaman focused on was placing values of the Hereafter before everything in life and serving religion without any expectations. Abandoning the service of faith and religion or even showing lethargy towards these imperatives was unacceptable to him. 

			Reading Text 
“I Have No Fear of Hell Nor Do I Have 
a Passion for Paradise!” 

			Bediüzzaman explains his deep inner feelings and thoughts in regard to serving religion to Eşref Edip: “The only thing that gives me anguish is the dangers that Islam faces. In the past, dangers would arrive from an external source. These days, they come from within. The worm has entered the body! It is difficult to resist. I fear that the structure of our society cannot endure this, because it does not detect or recognize the enemy. It assumes its biggest enemy as a friend. This is the enemy that is slashing its main artery and drinking its blood. 

			If the foresight of society becomes blind, the fortress of faith is in danger. This is my only concern and worry. I do not even have the time to think about the tortures and harassments to which I have been subjected. How I wish that the future of the fortress of faith was sound and safe, then I would not have minded suffering a thousand times more than this!

			I am talking sensitively about the structure of our society, its spiritual values, conscience and faith. I teach these things under the light of unity and faith as explained by the Qur’an, because these are the main pillar of society. Society will cease to exist on the day they are shattered. 

			They asked me, ‘Why do you pick on this and that.’ I am not even aware of this. There is a blazing inferno in front of me. Its flames are rising to the sky. My children and my faith are smoldering within this fire of disbelief. I am running towards this fire with an aim to extinguish it and save my faith. What logic is there in occupying my-self with someone who wishes to trip me? In the presence of this great danger, what significance does a small incident have?

			Do they think that I am a selfish man who thinks about saving himself? I have sacrificed both my world and the Hereafter on the path to saving my society. I have no fear of hell in my heart nor do I have a passion for paradise. For the salvation of twenty five million Turks, let not one Said but a thousand Saids be sacrificed. If our Qur’an is left without followers on earth, I do not want the paradise either. It would become a dungeon for me. I am willing to burn in the flames of hell, if I could only see the salvation of my people. My heart would transform into a rose garden as my body smolders in fire. 

			In my life of eighty odd years, I do not know of any worldly pleasure. My entire life passed in dungeons, courtrooms and in exile. Indeed, my life has passed with sorrow, agony and hardship. I have sacrificed my world and my own being for the salvation of my society. So let it be! I do not even condemn them. The reason for this is that the Risale-i Nur has saved the faith of a few hundred thousand people, this is what they say. According to the prosecutor of Afyon, the Nurs have saved the faith of 500.000 people, perhaps more.”

			Bediüzzaman was a man prepared to sacrifice his own soul for the salvation of his people. In regards to self-sacrifice, he journeyed on the highest peaks. He forgave those who had tortured and tyrannized him. What kind of a great soul was this?

			He would forget all the pain and suffering with one person’s acceptance of the sacred truths of faith. He was traveling on the luminous horizon of the Prophets. Who could be more powerful than a person who has total trust and submission in God? How could courts, prisons or death harm him? 

			“Since the truths of the Risale-i Nur are having an effect in the hearts that need faith, let one thousand Saids be sacrificed! I have forgiven those who have tyrannized and tortured me for 28 years. Yes, I have forgiven the people who have banished me from one town to another, people who have insulted and accused me of many things so that they could send me to prison! I have also forgiven those who have cast me into dungeons. 

			And I say to destiny which is always just, I deserved this slap of compassion. If I had lived like others, thinking about myself only and took the easier path without making any sacrifices from my physical and spiritual emotions, I would have lost this spiritual power to serve faith. I have sacrificed everything I had, both material and spiritual, I have endured all kinds of suffering and I have shown patience to all types of torture. In turn, the reality of faith has spread everywhere. The school of the Risale-i Nur has raised thousands, perhaps millions of students. From now on, they will continue on this path of serving faith and they will not deviate from this mission of self-sacrifice. They will work only for the sake of God and only to please Him.”14 

			The Altruistic Heroes of the Risale-i Nur

			Bediüzzaman, who had spent his life under the shade of the Qur’an and Sunnah was not only a man of deep passion and excitement but also a man of reason and ideals. In his masterpieces, he presents the extensiveness of belief, morals and conscience of the world of Islam in its purest and most effective form. With his profound humanity, fidelity, chastity, humility, sincerity and modesty, he was an extraordinary individual of his era. In contrast to his apparent simplicity, in his thoughts and actions, he was a man of vision and profundity. He was continuously brain storming for the solution of common problems of humanity as he produced solutions under the luminous light of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

			Besides being a man of reason and calculation, he was also representing a solid character in his thoughts and actions. He embraced the entire humanity with his thoughts and took a sharp stance against disbelief, tyranny and deviance. Those who were fortunate enough to be around him had witnessed his spiritual depth, prosperous wisdom, high ideals, profundity, simplicity, fidelity and humility. These fortunate souls were the students of the Risale-i Nur.

			One of the most apparent characteristics of these “firsts” who had gathered around Bediüzzaman was their deep sensitivity towards serving the Qur’an and faith and expecting nothing in return. These people who never made the following claim, “I have served” were extremely effective and beneficial in their efforts as they refrained from materialistic gains, pretension and self-satisfaction. With the permission of God, they were successful in the fields they had served. In facing difficulties and hardship, they would defeat their opponents using their spiritual power of sincerity. 

			The first heroes of the Risale-i Nur, who had taken their master as a role model, had adopted the path of positive action to preserve order in society. Using the Risale-i Nur, it was their objective to serve the Qur’an and faith for the sake of God without bringing harm to anyone. They saw no value in themselves. This was the way to serve God; a person had to serve faith purely for the sake of God and in the perception of performing a pure worship. One had to be extra careful in protecting his sincerity, for this reason, one had to refrain from worldly objectives, ranks, positions, fame and fortune. The seeds of service that have engulfed the world like a halo of light in this day and age, was sown by a handful of people who saw no value in this temporary world. They were the people of heart, with no titles and worldly ranks. Their sincerity, altruism, self-sacrifice and distribution of their wealth and health have resulted in the flourishing of today’s beautiful service. 

			Today’s Hijra-oriented migration waves to the four corners of the world is nourished by this centralized power. Without doubt, behind this power stands Bediüzzaman who refused to accept even a gift at the size of a grain, along with his unique students such as Hulusi Yahyagil, Hüsrev Altınbaşak, Hafız Ali, Tahiri Mutlu, Zübeyir Gündüzalp, Ceylan Çalışkan, Mustafa Sungur, Bayram Yüksel, Hüsnü Bayram and Abdullah Yeğin.
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