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THE 
 American Presidents Book

Dear Reader,

The forty-two men who have held the title of commander-in-chief of the United States are extraordinary individuals who all had the ambition to rise to the top. While not all of them have earned accolades from historians, each provides a fascinating story for us to tell.

We each got our love of American history from our parents. Reading the biographies of these great men was something that we learned to love from a young age. Their stories have at times surprised, inspired, saddened, and amused us as we researched and wrote this book. You can read this book in order to gain an understanding of how the presidency has evolved over time based on the individual personalities of the presidents, or you can choose to read it as a series of individual vignettes. Either way, we hope that you find the information here fascinating, entertaining, and enlightening as you learn about the men who have been elected chief executive of the United States of America.

Sincerely,









    
      

      
        This book is dedicated to our beautiful and precious children, Ty and Jess.
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      Welcome to the EVERYTHING® Series!

      These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

      You can read an EVERYTHING® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: presidential trivia, scandals and gossip, in their own words, and quirks and oddities. We literally give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

      We now have well over 300 EVERYTHING® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you're done reading them all, you can finally say you know EVERYTHING®
!
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      Personalities and eccentricities

      
        IN THEIR OWN WORDS…
      

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      Presidential words of wisdom

    

  
    
      Contents

      
        
          Top Ten Things You Might Not Know about the Presidents
        
        

      

      
        
          Introduction
        
        

      

      
        The Presidency: An Exclusive Club
      

      
        Roles of the President
      

      
        Becoming the President
      

      
        Powers of the Presidency
      

      
        The President's Cabinet and National Security Council
      

      
        The White House
      

      
        A Snapshot of the Presidents
      

      
        The Evolving Presidency
      

      
        
          1 George Washington: Father of Our Country
        
        

      

      
        Fabled Childhood
      

      
        First Lady: Martha Dandridge Custis Washington
      

      
        Military Hero and National Leader
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Retirement to Mount Vernon
      

      
        
          2 John Adams: Man Behind the Scenes
        
        

      

      
        Growing Up in Braintree
      

      
        First Lady: Abigail Smith Adams
      

      
        Revolutionary and Diplomat
      

      
        Washington's Successor
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          3 Thomas Jefferson: America's Renaissance Man
        
        

      

      
        Educating a Statesman
      

      
        Personal Relationships
      

      
        Revolutionary Leader
      

      
        Jefferson the Free Thinker
      

      
        Road to the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          4 James Madison: Father of the Constitution
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Dolley Payne Todd Madison
      

      
        Influential Political Thinker
      

      
        Road to the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          5 James Monroe: Author of the Monroe Doctrine
        
        

      

      
        Becoming a Patriot
      

      
        First Lady: Elizabeth Kortright Monroe
      

      
        War Hero
      

      
        Advocate of States' Rights
      

      
        Virtually Uncontested
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          6 John Quincy Adams: World Traveler
        
        

      

      
        Son of a President
      

      
        First Lady: Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams
      

      
        Career Before the Presidency
      

      
        Election of 1824
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          7 Andrew Jackson: Man of the People
        
        

      

      
        Child of the American Revolution
      

      
        Marriage: Rachel Donelson Robards Jackson
      

      
        Military Service
      

      
        Representing the Democratic Spirit
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          8 Martin Van Buren: The Little Magician
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Old Kinderhook's Early Career
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          9 William Henry Harrison: Old Tippecanoe
        
        

      

      
        Political Legacy
      

      
        First Lady: Anna Tuthill Symmes Harrison
      

      
        War Hero and Public Servant
      

      
        Road to the Presidency
      

      
        Tecumseh's Curse
      

      
        
          10 John Tyler: First Presidential Successor
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Two First Ladies: Letitia Christian Tyler and Julia Gardner Tyler
      

      
        Career Before the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Succession
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          11 James K. Polk: Dark Horse Candidate
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Sarah Childress Polk
      

      
        Career Before the Presidency
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          12 Zachary Taylor: Old Rough and Ready
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Margaret “Peggy” Mackall Smith Taylor
      

      
        Military Career
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          13 Millard Fillmore: His Accidency
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Abigail Powers Fillmore
      

      
        Political Career and Presidential Succession
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          14 Franklin Pierce: Party Animal
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Jane Means Appleton Pierce
      

      
        Preparing for the Presidency
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          15 James Buchanan: Old Buck
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Bachelor President
      

      
        Leading to the Presidency
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          16 Abraham Lincoln: The Great Emancipator
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Mary Todd Lincoln
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Assassination Conspiracies
      

      
        
          17 Andrew Johnson: First Impeached President
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Eliza McCardle Johnson
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          18 Ulysses S. Grant: Civil War Hero
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Julia Boggs Dent Grant
      

      
        Career Before the Presidency
      

      
        Bids for the Presidency: 1868 and 1872
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          19 Rutherford B. Hayes: His Fraudulency
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Lucy Ware Webb Hayes
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          20 James A. Garfield: Compromise Candidate
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Lucretia Rudolph Garfield
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          21 Chester A. Arthur: Gentleman Boss
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Marriage: Ellen “Nell” Lewis Herndon Arthur
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          22 Grover Cleveland: Lone Democrat
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Frances Folsom Cleveland
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          23 Benjamin Harrison: Human Iceberg
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Caroline Lavinia Scott Harrison
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          24 Grover Cleveland: Second Term
        
        

      

      
        Election of 1892
      

      
        Second Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          25 William McKinley: The Front Porch Campaigner
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Ida Saxton McKinley
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          26 Theodore Roosevelt: Trust Buster
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Marriages: Alice Hathaway Lee Roosevelt and Edith Kermit Carow Roosevelt
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Unexpected Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          27 William Howard Taft: Chief Justice
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Helen “Nellie” Herron Taft
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          28 Woodrow Wilson: Educator
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Two First Ladies: Ellen Louise Axton Wilson and Edith Bolling Galt Wilson
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          29 Warren G. Harding: Poor Judge of Character
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Florence Mabel Kling DeWolfe Harding
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          30 Calvin Coolidge: Silent Cal
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Grace Anna Goodhue Coolidge
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          31 Herbert Hoover: Great Depression President
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Lou Henry Hoover
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Bid for the Presidency
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          32 Franklin D. Roosevelt: The Squire of Hyde Park
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Anna Eleanor Roosevelt
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Four-Term President
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          33 Harry S Truman: The Buck Stops Here
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Elizabeth “Bess” Virginia Wallace Truman
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Becoming the President
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          34 Dwight David Eisenhower: Supreme Commander
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Mamie Geneva Doud Eisenhower
      

      
        Career in the Military
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          35 John Fitzgerald Kennedy: The King of Camelot
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Jacqueline “Jackie” Lee Bouvier Kennedy
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Becoming the President
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Assassination
      

      
        
          36 Lyndon Baines Johnson: All the Way with LBJ
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Claudia Alta Taylor “Lady Bird” Johnson
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Succession and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          37 Richard M. Nixon: Fallen President
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Thelma Catherine Patricia “Pat” Ryan Nixon
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Nomination and Elections
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          38 Gerald R. Ford: President by Succession
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Elizabeth “Betty” Anne Bloomer Ford
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Vice Presidential Appointment
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          39 James Earl “Jimmy” Carter: Southern Legacy
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Eleanor Rosalynn Smith Carter
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Nomination and Election
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          40 Ronald Reagan: The Great Communicator
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        Marriages: Jane Wyman and Nancy Davis Reagan
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Becoming the Oldest President
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          41 George Herbert Walker Bush: Bush the Elder
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Barbara Pierce Bush
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Becoming the President
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          42 William Jefferson “Bill” Clinton: The Comeback Kid
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Hillary Rodham Clinton
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Nomination and Elections
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        Life After the Presidency
      

      
        
          43 George W. Bush: Dubya
        
        

      

      
        Childhood and Education
      

      
        First Lady: Laura Welch Bush
      

      
        Early Career
      

      
        Nomination and Elections
      

      
        Presidential Administration
      

      
        
          Appendix A: Additional Resources
        
        

      

      
        
          Appendix B: Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States
        
        

      

    

  
    
      

      Acknowledgments

      We would like to acknowledge the following people who helped make this work possible: Barb Doyen, our agent; Lisa Laing and Brett Palana-Shanahan at Adams Media; our amazing son Ty who, for a six year old, showed tremendous patience and made us laugh; our daughter Jessalyn, born while this book was being written, for being so beautiful and for actually taking naps; Mom and Dad Rawe, without whose help we would definitely not have been able to complete this work; Amy, Jimmy, and Teresa, Sonja and Jeff, and Tommy, for their love and support; Jenna for her infectious smile, Katie for her sense of humor, and Ali for her gentle ways; Jay for his magic tricks and Cara for her quiet intelligence.

      We would like to recognize the staff at the Florida Virtual School who are truly leaders in the field of education. They bring passion to their job every day, inspiring with their commitment to excellence.

      We would both like to thank all of the history teachers and professors we have had over the years who shared with us the amazing stories of the past, especially Dr. Lansing, Dr. Geary, Dr. McCord, and Dr. Jackie Young. Finally, we'd like to recognize our parents, Jon and Linda Kolb and Jim and Barbara Rawe for giving each of us a love of history and of learning.

    

  
    
      

      
      Top Ten Things You Might Not Know about the Presidents

      
        	John Adams, patriot and founding father, actually defended the British soldiers involved in the Boston Massacre.

        	In 1796, Federalist candidate John Adams won the presidency while his opponent, Democratic-Republican Thomas Jefferson, was selected to be vice president. This was the only time that candidates from different parties held the two top positions in the executive branch.

        	John Tyler was the only president to join the Confederacy.

        	Grover Cleveland married a woman twenty-eight years his junior.

        	William Howard Taft's goal was actually not the White House but instead the Supreme Court. He got his wish when he became chief justice in 1921.

        	While living in the White House, President Hoover and his wife would sometimes speak in Mandarin Chinese, possibly to avoid eavesdroppers.

        	When Woodrow Wilson suffered a stroke during his presidency, his wife, Edith, took control and acted as the gatekeeper, deciding which issues were important enough to be brought before the president.

        	The press and pollsters had awarded the 1948 election to Republican candidate Thomas Dewey. However, Harry S. Truman actually won, forcing polling groups like the Gallup Organization to change their polling strategies.

        	Dwight D. Eisenhower never personally saw any field combat despite being in the military for thirty-five years and two world wars.

        	Gerald Ford was such a good football player that he was given offers to play professionally for both the Detroit Lions and the Green Bay Packers.

      

    

  
    
      

      
      Introduction

      
The Presidency: An Exclusive Club

      The American presidency is an exclusive club to which only forty-two men have been invited. The presidency has evolved over time to become one of the most powerful executive offices in democratic society. While the president can personally earn respect both within the nation and on the world stage, it is the office of the president that conveys the full power and might of the United States. In our changing world, this power has affected and been impacted by world events.

      The presidency of George Washington was as different from that of Abraham Lincoln as Lincoln's was from that of our current chief executive. This changing role is reflected in the amount of power that the executive has been given over time along with changes in the roles that the president must take on.

      
Roles of the President

      The president of the United States must, in fact, take on at least seven different roles, five of which are constitutionally defined:

      • Chief of State —  The ceremonial head of the government.

      • Chief Executive —  The CEO of the United States, wielding power in both domestic and foreign affairs while leading one of the largest bureaucracies in the world, which currently has a budget exceeding two trillion dollars.

      • Chief Diplomat —  The individual who sets America's foreign policy and acts as the spokesperson for the United States with foreign powers.

      • Commander-in-Chief —  The head of the armed forces.

      • Chief Legislator —  The administrator who creates an agenda for public policy and endeavors to get it approved by Congress.

      • Chief of Party —  Though not listed in the Constitution, the head of their political party once they take office.

      • Chief Citizen —  The person who represents the people and their interests economically and otherwise.

      Obviously, it can be extremely difficult for any one person to fulfill all of these roles effectively.
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        Being president is a task that requires stamina and vision. It is not a job for the weakhearted. As John F. Kennedy said: “No easy problem ever comes to the president of the United States. If they are easy to solve, somebody else has solved them.”

      

      In fact, each president has had his own strengths and weaknesses. For example, some presidents, like Harry S. Truman, enjoyed the trappings of the presidency and reveled in their role as the ceremonial head of the government; others, like Thomas Jefferson, shunned this type of public attention and were often mistaken for common people. Richard Nixon spent much of his time in office building relationships with the Russians and the Chinese in his capacity as chief diplomat, while George Washington argued against foreign entanglements and in favor of neutrality.

      
Becoming the President

      What does it take to be the president of the United States? A college degree? Good grades? A wealthy family? Actually, none of these is required. The United States has had presidents who came from poverty, who had little or no formal education, and who have not done well in school.

      The Constitution only includes three formal requirements:

      
        	Must be a natural born citizen.

        	Must be at least thirty-five years old.

        	Must have resided in the United States for at least fourteen years. Those years do not have to have been consecutive or recent.

      

      Of course, there are other qualifications not listed in the Constitution that have evolved over time. With the rise of mass media, the president has increasingly needed to appeal broadly to various groups in society. Before assuming the office, presidents typically have held some other public office or, in rarer cases, have had a stellar military career. There have been presidents who won in the past but who might not be elected today. For example, it would be hard to imagine electing a president today with a high, shrill voice (John Quincy Adams), or one who was the father of an illegitimate child that was kept in an orphanage before being adopted (Grover Cleve-land), or one whose favorite hobby was cockfighting (Andrew Jackson). However, it would all depend on the media packaging and the charisma of the presidential candidate involved.

      Richard Nixon seemed like a shoe-in going into his election against John F. Kennedy in 1960. However, once he met with Kennedy in a series of televised debates, his lead shrunk considerably. His haggard appearance and lack of makeup compared to Kennedy's tanned, all-American look made Nixon seem lackluster at best. Many credit the first debate with the beginning of the end for Nixon in the election.

      The Nominating Process

      Before running for the presidency, a person has to be nominated. In America, we have developed a two-party system. Even though third parties exist and their members have run in presidential elections throughout history, they are not considered major parties. These parties fulfill important roles like bringing up important issues and protesting certain policies. However, the true contenders for the presidency have typically come from two major parties, which today are the Democratic and the Republican parties.

      At first, the individuals who were nominated to run for president were handpicked by small groups or caucuses. The congressional caucuses were used from 1800 to 1824. However, these were seen as corrupt and, by 1832, both parties had moved on to using national conventions. Conventions were at first controlled by a small group of individuals.

      To combat this, the presidential primary was introduced, in which citizens (either intraparty or interparty) vote for the presidential nominee. Today, this system is complicated with some states holding all primary elections (Florida), some states holding just caucuses (Iowa), and some parties within states holding either a primary or a caucus (New Mexico, for example, has a caucus for the Democrats and a primary for the Republicans). The results of these primaries and caucuses are used to determine which delegates get sent to the national convention for each party where the nation's candidate is chosen.

      Popular Versus Electoral Vote

      Once the candidates are determined, they begin running against each other. In primaries candidates often run against members of their own party who will then become their supporters in the national election. The American governmental system is set up in such a way that the president is not actually chosen directly by popular vote. Instead, we have an electoral college system.

      The founding fathers set up a system wherein the popular vote determines who becomes a member of the House of Representatives in Congress, the states determine who becomes a senator, and the elite decide who becomes president based on how the people vote for this position. Their goal was to keep the presidency from becoming a popularity contest and being subject to the “tyranny of the majority.”

      Thus, the electoral college system is based on the popular vote. Each state is given a number of electors equal to their membership in Congress. For example, small states who have only one representative are given three electoral college votes. According to the twenty-third amendment, Washington, D.C., is also given three votes.

      Each state is allowed to determine who becomes an elector. All but two states use a winner-take-all system wherein whoever won the popular vote for the state — even if by only one vote — gets all the electors for the state. For example, George W. Bush received all twenty-five electors for the state of Florida even though it was eventually determined that he won by only 537 votes in the state. On the other hand, Maine and Nebraska use a proportional system wherein the electors are divided according to the results of the popular election.

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        

        Despite the method for determining electors for a state, electors themselves are not compelled to vote with the people. Faithless electors are those who do not vote for the candidate they were chosen to represent. Electors are meant to check the popular vote, so this leeway is central to their charge.

      

      The electoral system has resulted in the election of presidents who did not win the popular vote. These include the Hayes/Tilden, Jackson/John Quincy Adams, and Bush/Gore races. In each of these cases, the person who won the plurality of the people's votes did not win the presidency. It is also common for someone to win the presidency without winning the majority of the popular vote (more than 51 percent).

      
Powers of the Presidency

      The president of the United States is often regarded as the most powerful person in the world. However, the power of the president to get things done is often determined by the degree with which he won the presidency and his popularity among the people.

      Constitutional Powers of the President

      The president of the United States is given numerous constitutional powers. The framers of the Constitution, while seeing the need for a president who had broad powers, did not want to create a tyrant or a dictator. To combat this, each of the president's constitutional powers is checked by powers granted to the other two branches of government (the legislative and the judicial). The presidential powers include:

      • The power to execute and administer the laws

      • The power to appoint ambassadors, Supreme Court justices, and all other officers whose appointments are not specifically mentioned in the Constitution

      • The power to receive ambassadors, thereby recognizing foreign governments

      • The power to make treaties and executive agreements

      • The power to control the military

      • The power to recommend legislation

      • The power to veto legislation

      • The power to call Congress into special session and to adjourn Congress if they cannot agree on a date for adjournment

      • The power to grant reprieves and pardons except in cases of impeachment

      Over time, the powers of the president have expanded. Today there is a much stronger presidency than the one that was originally envisioned by the framers of the Constitution. The reasons for this are many and include the visibility of the office, the greater role the federal government plays in people's lives, and the powers various presidents have taken for themselves that have been upheld by the Supreme Court.
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        During Abraham Lincoln's time in office, he enacted strict wartime measures that curtailed people's liberty. He suspended habeas corpus, which meant that he could hold suspected war criminals without bringing them to court to ensure that they were being legally held. The power to suspend habeas corpus has continued to be used in times of war, including during the modern-day War on Terror, with the broad powers granted to President George W. Bush.

      

      Due to the system of checks and balances, a power struggle can sometimes erupt between the presidency and other branches of government. For example, even though the Constitution grants Congress the right to declare war, it makes the president the commander of the military. John Adams was the first president to command the navy to fight without getting a formal declaration of war. The Korean War and the Vietnam War were both undeclared wars. In 1973, Congress passed the War Powers Resolution, which made rules that the president must follow when moving troops into battle. The president must report to Congress within forty-eight hours of the action, and the combat must end within sixty days unless Congress authorizes a longer war. The constitutionality of this resolution has yet to be decided.

      Ultimate Check on the President

      As previously stated, there are many checks that exist to make sure the president does not overstep the bounds of the office. The ultimate check against the president is that of impeachment. Impeaching the president is a two-step process.
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        Two presidents have been impeached by the House: Andrew Johnson in 1868 and William Clinton in 1998. However, in neither of these cases was the president removed from office. Andrew Johnson came close, though, only being saved by one vote. Richard Nixon resigned from office in 1974 in the face of being impeached by Congress.

      

      The House of Representatives is given the power to bring formal charges against the president. This is actually called the power to impeach. The power to remove a president from office is entrusted to the Senate.

      
The President's Cabinet and National Security Council

      The president's cabinet is actually an informal group of advisers not even mentioned in the Constitution. In 1789, Congress created four offices tied to the executive branch to help administer the government: secretary of state, secretary of the treasury, secretary of war, and attorney general. The president appointed individuals to these posts and over time began seeking their advice. This group of individuals was called the cabinet and has expanded to include fifteen executive offices and departments.

      Typically, the president meets with this group in cabinet meetings and asks for their advice on various issues. Each of these secretaries heads up a department that has become a huge bureaucracy over time, so it is often hard for new appointees to have much effect on day-to-day operations. The weight that presidents have given to their cabinets varies. Some, like Eisenhower's cabinet, played an important role in his administration. On the other hand, Kennedy and Jackson relied more on personal advisers than on their cabinets.

      Another group of individuals important in advising the president is the National Security Council. Created in 1947 with the National Security Act, it typically consists of the President's top advisers including the vice president; the secretaries of state, treasury, and defense; the national security advisor; the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and the director of national intelligence. Other secretaries and advisers are invited if their areas of responsibility are being discussed.

      
The White House

      The White House holds a unique position in the United States. It is an important symbol of America, but at the same time it is a private residence. Each president is able to put their own stamp on the home and make changes. For example, President Grant added a billiards room, Theodore Roosevelt added tennis courts, and Franklin Roosevelt added an indoor, heated swimming pool. Rutherford B. Hayes installed the first telephone in 1876 with the phone number “1.” Seventeen weddings have occurred at the White House, including the marriage of President Grover Cleveland in 1886.

      The name “White House” was actually just a nickname in common use when referring to the president's home until 1901 when Theodore Roosevelt officially accepted the name. Construction on the White House began in 1792. The design of the White House was the result of a competition created by Thomas Jefferson and posted in newspapers. James Hoban won the $500 prize for his design. John and Abigail Adams were the first inhabitants of the house.

      Survival Against the Odds

      The house has survived being burned by the British during the War of 1812; the inauguration of Andrew Jackson where approximately 20,000 well-wishers traipsed through, only being enticed outside by tubs of whiskey; and Theodore Roosevelt's six rambunctious children. In fact, it was Roosevelt's large family that resulted in the creation of the West wing to separate the executive offices and the living quarters. In 1948, engineers realized that the White House was in danger of falling down. Truman moved out and the entire interior was gutted and recreated as an exact replica of the original.

      Home Field Advantage

      The White House gives the president a definite advantage when meeting with visiting dignitaries whether they be foreign or domestic.
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        Many scandals have arisen concerning how the White House has been used. Both Warren G. Harding and Bill Clinton were known to “entertain” women in or next to the Oval Office. Some presidents have used the White House as a reward for fundraising; most notably, Bill Clinton allowed his supporters to stay in the Lincoln Bedroom.

      

      Designed to impress, it serves the purpose of overwhelming visitors with the pomp and circumstance of the office.

      
A Snapshot of the Presidents

      The unique fraternity of presidents fascinates people from all walks of life. These men are scrutinized for the power that they wield and for their actions within their personal lives. Collectively, they have had thousands of books written about them and their actions. Before looking at each of the presidents individually, let's take a look at some of the facts surrounding the group as a whole.

      Age

      Most of the presidents were elected for the first time in their fifties. The youngest president to serve in office was Theodore Roosevelt, who was forty-two when he took over after William McKinley's assassination. The youngest elected president was John F. Kennedy at the age of forty-three. Ronald Reagan was the oldest president — he was elected at age sixty-nine and served until he was seventy-eight.

      Religion

      The two most common religions practiced by presidents are Episcopalian and Presbyterian. There have been two Quakers and one Roman Catholic president: Herbert Hoover and Richard Nixon, and John F. Kennedy, respectively. Here are the top six most common religious groups with percentages:

      • Episcopalian — 31 percent

      • Presbyterian — 24 percent

      • Methodist — 12 percent

      • Baptist — 9 percent

      • Unitarian — 9 percent

      • Disciples of Christ — 7 percent

      Military Service

      Thirty-one presidents (74 percent) have served in the military. The highest ranking military positions held were by George Washington as the general and commander-in-chief of the Continental Army; Dwight Eisenhower as five-star general of the Allied Forces during World War II; and Ulysses S. Grant as four-star general of the army during the Civil War. Six of the presidents served in the U.S. Navy. The presidents who saw no military service were:

      • John Adams

      • John Quincy Adams

      • Martin Van Buren

      • Grover Cleveland

      • William Howard Taft

      • Woodrow Wilson

      • Warren G. Harding

      • Calvin Coolidge

      • Herbert Hoover

      • Franklin D. Roosevelt

      • William Jefferson Clinton

      While military service is not a prerequisite for the presidency, it is seen as important due to the role the president will be assuming as commander-in-chief of the U.S. military.

      Term of Office

      There have been only twelve presidents in the history of the office who were elected to two terms. In the beginning, there was no official limit to the number of terms that a president could serve. George Washington set a precedent by leaving office after his second term that was upheld until Franklin D. Roosevelt. Roosevelt ran for and was elected to four terms. He died in office during his fourth stint and Harry S. Truman took over as president. The twenty-second amendment was passed to stop this from ever happening again. According to this amendment, a president is limited to two terms or ten years. A presidential term lasts only four years, but this rule allows for a person to succeed to the presidency for two years before actually running in the general elections.

      If a president is unable to continue their duties due to death, resignation, or impeachment, then the Constitution states that the vice president will take over as president. In 1792, an act was passed to set up an order of succession in case the vice president isn't able to take over. However, it was not until the twenty-fifth amendment in 1967 that the order was constitutionally set or that any provision was made for filling the vice presidential office if a succession should occur. Following is the order of succession:

      • Vice President

      • Speaker of the House

      • President Pro Tempore of the Senate

      • Secretary of State

      • Secretary of the Treasury

      • Secretary of Defense

      • Attorney General

      • Secretary of the Interior

      • Secretary of Agriculture

      • Secretary of Commerce

      • Secretary of Labor

      • Secretary of Health and Human Services

      • Secretary of Housing and Urban Development

      • Secretary of Transportation

      • Secretary of Energy

      • Secretary of Education

      • Secretary of Veteran's Affairs

      • Secretary of Homeland Security

      Future additions to the order of succession are made based on the order in which cabinet positions are created. Therefore, if a new cabinet post is created after homeland security, that office will become last in the line of presidential succession.

      Education

      Education has varied from president to president. Six presidents never attended college or studied for an advanced degree at all. They were:

      • Andrew Jackson

      • Zachary Taylor

      • Millard Fillmore

      • Abraham Lincoln (though he did become a lawyer by studying on his own and passing the bar)

      • Andrew Johnson

      • Grover Cleveland

      The college from which the most presidents graduated was Harvard with five. Only one president, Woodrow Wilson, had a doctorate. William Henry Harrison attended medical school but dropped out before getting his medical degree. Bill Clinton was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University. The most common occupation before becoming president was lawyer. In fact, twenty-five of the forty-two individuals who became president practiced law.

      Political Parties and Electoral Votes

      The Republican party began around the time of Abraham Lincoln's first election as president. Including Lincoln, eighteen presidents have hailed from the Republican party. That means that 42 percent overall — or 64 percent of the possible elections in which they participated — have been won by Republicans. The political parties represented by the presidents over time are in order of percentage that won the vote:

      • Republican — 42 percent

      • Democratic — 33 percent

      • Whig — 9.5 percent

      • Democratic-Republican — 9.5 percent

      • Union — 2 percent (Lincoln ran under the Union party the second time)

      • Federalist — 2 percent

      • No Party — 2 percent

      Presidents have won by very large and very narrow margins. The president who received the highest percentage of electoral votes was George Washington. He was the only one to be elected unanimously to both terms in office. Other presidents who received more than 90 percent of the electoral vote include James Monroe, Franklin Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, and Richard Nixon.

      
The Evolving Presidency

      The presidency has emerged over time from the head of a small nation that was not fully recognized by foreign powers for many years to become the head of one of the most powerful nations in the world. The president's currency lies in both his constitutional powers and his personal powers to persuade and effect change. Constitutional powers granted to the president are written very loosely, leaving them open to interpretation by those who hold the office. These interpretations have set up and continue to cause confrontations between the executive branch and the other branches of government. The introduction of mass media has served to increase the president's power.

      In the end, the job of president is extremely difficult and calls for its owner to wear many different hats. A variety of individuals have taken on this challenge, some with greater success than others. These presidents have set America on its course domestically and internationally, for better or worse. Ultimately, each president brings a unique personality and perspective to the presidency.
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      George Washington: Father of Our Country
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      Born: February 22, 1732

      Died: December 14, 1799

      First Lady: Martha Dandridge Custis Washington

      Political Party: None

      Presidential Term:
April 30, 1789 to March 3, 1797

      Famous Quote: “I walk on untrodden ground. There is scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent.”

      
        Timeline
      

      1754 .......... Built and then was forced to surrender Fort Necessity to the French

      1754-1758 .......... Fought in the French and Indian War

      1759 .......... Married Martha Dandridge Custis

      1759-1769 .......... Served in the Virginia House of Burgesses until it was dissolved

      1774-1775 .......... Member of the first and second Continental Congresses

      1775-1783 .......... Commander-in-chief of the Continental Army

      1787 .......... President of the constitutional convention

      1789-1797 .......... First president of the United States

      1791 .......... Bill of Rights ratified

      1796 .......... Published his farewell address

      
Fabled Childhood

      Washington was born on February 22, 1732, in Westmoreland County, Virginia. His father, Augustine Washington, was a wealthy Virginia planter. Washington was born to Augustine's second wife, Mary Bell. He grew up in a relatively wealthy and comfortable environment.

      Washington's mother was overprotective and demanding throughout his life. When his brother thought that service in the British Navy might suit Washington, his mother prohibited him from joining. She often demanded his attention for money and other comforts, even while he was in the midst of fighting during the Revolutionary War.

      Growing Up with Lawrence

      Washington's father died when he was only eleven, and his half brother, Lawrence, took over raising him. When Washington was sixteen, he went to live with Lawrence at Mount Vernon.

      He did not study in Great Britain as was normal for wealthy young men during that time. Instead, he was taught in colonial Virginia, although it is not sure where or by whom. Washington was good at math, which suited his chosen profession of surveying, an important occupation as land was claimed and developed.
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        Washington did not, in fact, cut down a cherry tree and then tell his father the truth. This story was an invention of author Mason Weems, who wrote a book called The Life of Washington shortly after Washington's death in which Weems glorified Washington and his life.

      

      In 1749, Washington was appointed as surveyor for Culpepper County, Virginia, after a trek for Lord Fairfax into the Blue Ridge Mountains. He used the money he earned to buy land, eventually becoming one of the largest landholders in the country. He rented much of this land to tenant farmers.

      In 1751, Washington traveled to Barbados with his half brother, Lawrence, in an attempt to find a cure for Lawrence's tuberculosis. While in Barbados, Washington contracted smallpox. Lawrence died in 1752.

      When Lawrence's only daughter died in 1754, Washington inherited Mount Vernon. Washington loved working the land at Mount Vernon and tried new techniques in raising livestock and agriculture. He also enjoyed the social life that being a wealthy planter afforded him. He was an avid fox hunter and loved sports.

      
First Lady: Martha Dandridge Custis Washington

      Washington got engaged to Martha Dandridge Custis in 1758. At the same time, it appears that he was in love with Sally Fairfax, his neighbor's wife, although there is no evidence that the affection was returned. However, he did marry Martha on January 6, 1759. She had two children from a previous marriage along with a great deal of money and land.
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        Martha Washington had to deal with much hardship following her husband through his military command and presidency, but she always maintained high spirits. In her words: “I am still determined to be cheerful and happy, in whatever situation I may be; for I have also learned from experience that the greater part of our happiness or misery depends upon our dispositions, and not upon our circumstances.”

      

      While Martha did not receive a formal education, she knew how to efficiently run a household. She was a warm hostess much admired by all. She also loved her family and her privacy; unfortunately this need for privacy led her to burn the letters she had exchanged with her husband before her own death in 1802.

      
Military Hero and National Leader

      Washington began his military career in 1752 as a part of the Virginia militia. In 1753, he volunteered as a messenger to the French at Fort le Boeuf on Lake Erie. The journey took two and a half months and was full of hardship. His message demanded that the French leave the Ohio Valley. However, the French refused, an action that led to the French and Indian War.

      French and Indian War

      Washington was promoted to colonel of the Virginia troops. He felt the French would attack and created Fort Necessity to stop them, but was forced to surrender Fort Necessity to the French on July 4, 1754. He resigned from the military in 1754, but then rejoined in 1755 as an aide-de-camp to General Edward Braddock. When Braddock was killed in battle during the French and Indian War (1754–1763), Washington managed to stay calm and keep the unit together as they retreated. As Washington wrote later, “I had four bullets through my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet escaped unhurt, altho' death was levelling my companions on every side!”

      Commander-in-Chief

       Washington served in the military from 1752 to 1758 before being elected to the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1759. While serving in the House, he spoke out against Britain's policies until the House of Burgesses was disbanded in 1769.

      From 1774 to 1775, he represented Virginia in both Continental Congresses. He strongly believed in the need to use military action in response to British actions restricting liberty. He was unanimously named commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. He took the position without pay, accepting only reimbursement for his expenses, which actually resulted in him making more money in the end.

      Revolutionary War

      The Continental Army was no match for the British regulars and the German mercenaries, called Hessians. While Washington had an early victory over the British by forcing them to leave Boston, he was faced with desertions, inexperience, lack of discipline, and supply problems, and was forced to surrender New York City. He had significant victories at Trenton (1776) and Princeton (1777), but then lost Philadelphia. In October, Horatio Gates won a huge victory against the British at Saratoga.

      Then came the winter at Valley Forge (1777–1778). The men survived mainly due to Washington's leadership. With the spring came news that France had recognized American independence and was going to send support. In addition, Baron von Steuben arrived and began training Washington's troops. Upon learning of the French involvement, the British consolidated their troops in New York City where Washington kept them from 1778 to 1781. When the French finally arrived in 1781, Washington worked with Count Rochambeau and the Marquis de Lafayette to win the surrender of the British under Cornwallis at Yorktown. However, it took two years for Congress to agree to peace. Officers under Washington's command considered overthrowing Congress but Washington talked them out of it. Once the British left, Washington turned in his command saying, “I here offer my commission, and take my leave of all the employment of public life.”

      Constitutional Convention

      In 1781, Congress created the Articles of Confederation as the foundation for the new American government. The articles united the thirteen states in a loose confederation capable of declaring war and making diplomatic treaties but little else. Washington felt that the national government needed to be much stronger, especially after the events of Shay's Rebellion, an armed uprising in Massachusetts by farmers who were angered by debt and taxes. The lack of response by the government and inability to address the problem became a cause of concern for Washington. He was first a delegate and then named the president of the constitutional convention in 1787.

      Unanimously Supported President

      Washington was immensely popular as a war hero and was an obvious choice as the first president for both Federalists (those who argued for the Constitution) and anti-Federalists (those who argued against a new constitution because they feared that it gave too much power to the national government). He was unanimously elected by the sixty-nine electors. John Adams became his vice president with thirty-four votes.
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        George Washington often looks very stern in his portraits. This had more to do with his dentures than his outlook on life. His dentures were not in fact carved out of wood but were actually made of ivory and gold. They were also made in such a way that Washington's mouth would remain open at rest unless he actively closed his jaws.

      

      In 1793, Washington was again unanimously elected to the presidency. He had decided to retire after one term but was urged to stay on in the hopes of keeping the nation unified. John Adams was again chosen to be his vice president.

      
Presidential Administration

      Washington's administration set many precedents and created many traditions. Washington's actions set up numerous standards that are still followed today. He appointed his cabinet unchallenged by Congress and began to rely on them for advice. He chose John Jay's successor as chief justice from outside the bench instead of based on seniority. Further, he chose to serve only two terms, setting a precedent that lasted until Franklin Roosevelt.

      Domestically, Washington relied on his secretary of the treasury, Alexander Hamilton, to help him fix monetary issues in the nation. He had the national government assume all state debts and borrow money from foreign governments to pay them. Further, the Bill of Rights was approved, which led to the last two holdouts, North Carolina and Rhode Island, joining the Union.

      Washington feared any actions that divided the nation. He fought against the rise of factions, especially within his own cabinet between his secretary of state, Thomas Jefferson, and his secretary of the treasury, Alexander Hamilton. To Washington's dismay, they both resigned during his second term.

      Whiskey Rebellion

      During his second term, Washington was able to stop the first real challenge to federal authority with the suppression of the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794. Pennsylvania farmers refused to pay a tax on whiskey because they felt that the federal government did not have the right to collect taxes. He sent troops to ensure compliance, which effectively ended the rebellion.

      Neutrality

      In foreign affairs, Washington declared the Proclamation of Neutrality in 1793, which stated that the United States would be impartial toward belligerent powers currently in a war. This upset some who felt that the United States owed a greater allegiance to France, which had helped to defeat the British in the Revolutionary War. At the same time, Washington tried to normalize relations with the British by agreeing to Jay's Treaty, which established trade relations and led to the British withdrawal from the Northwest Territory in exchange for allowing the British to search and seize anything found on American ships traveling into the ports of Britain's enemies. This forestalled conflict with the British until the War of 1812.

      In 1795, Pinckney's Treaty created a boundary between the United States and the Spanish-held Florida. Further, the United States was allowed to travel the entire Mississippi for purpose of trade.

      Washington's belief in neutrality was reiterated during his farewell address in 1796, in which he warned against foreign entanglements. This warning became part of the American political landscape as seen in the issues that arose around joining World War I and World War II.

      
Retirement to Mount Vernon

      Washington retired at the end of his second term to Mount Vernon, where he hoped to find peace. However, he was again asked to be the commander of the American forces if the United States went to war with France over the XYZ affair. He helped formulate plans with the secretary of war and other officials, but since fighting never occurred on land, he did not have to serve. Washington died on December 14, 1799, possibly from a streptococcal infection of his throat made worse by being bled four times. He was buried at Mount Vernon, and his life was commemorated throughout the nation with memorial services.
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