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1.

Lead, Schmead

“Who’s next?” Mr. Fluff shouted from behind his piano bench.

“I am!” Nadine Vardez answered loudly.

Nadine climbed the stairs at the side of the stage and stood in the spotlight. She looked over at our music teacher and took a deep breath. “Ready when you are,” she told him.
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Mr. Fluff began playing the piano. Nadine sang along with the music.

As she sang, my stomach got all twisted up in knots.

Like most of the other kids who had gathered in the school auditorium, Nadine was trying out for our school play, Hansel and Gretel.

The rest of us were waiting for our turn to go up there on stage and give it our best.

And Nadine was only two people ahead of me in line.

Which meant that any minute now, it would be my turn to go up there, stand in the middle of the stage, and try out.

Gulp.

I had never been center stage before.

I had never acted before.

And I had definitely never danced in front of anyone before.

But now I was going to have to sing and act and dance in front of Mr. Fluff, Nadine, and a whole of bunch of other kids.

Thump. Thump. Thump. My heart was pounding hard.

I felt a little sick.

My palms were all sweaty.
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