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Praise for Prayers and Promises for Worried Parents


“Most Christians have a family member who is or was a prodigal. By skillfully using pertinent Bible verses and relating remarkable answers to the prayers and faith of parents with prodigals, Rob’s book offers hope and comfort to readers. I heartily recommend Prayers and Promises for Worried Parents. You will be blessed!”


—M. A. (Joe) Henderson, executive director emeritus of The Gideons International


“One person has described praying as the most neglected work of the Church. Robert Morgan has provided examples of the historical impact of prayers in the lives of believers and the promises that are ours in the Scriptures accessed through prayer. It seems that our children can send us to our knees quickly and keep us there for a long time. Prayers and Promises for Worried Parents is a timely help for burdened parents.”


—James Flanagan, Ph.D., president of Luther Rice University and Seminary


“In Prayers and Promises for Worried Parents, Robert Morgan writes from his own experiences. This book is a great help for parents who are desperate for answers! The book encouraged me to express my heart to God specifically and in detail. My prayer life has been blessed and strengthened as a result.”


—Reese R. Kauffman, president of Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc.


“Practical. Powerful. Perceptive. Personal. Prayerful. Rob Morgan has crafted a wonderful handbook for all of us with children or friends who are looking for answers in ‘all the wrong places.’ He teaches all of us that our God listens with great interest to our prayers and gives courage to those who diligently seek Him. Rob carefully takes each of us to the place where prayer and scripture intersect and shows us how to find healing, rest, hope, comfort, and joy, even in the midst of deep and passionate struggle. A must-read for every parent.”


—Dr. Vernon M. Whaley, dean of Liberty University School of Music
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To Jeff Nichols


My friend and colleague of twenty years.


We have wandered into several valleys together and always found the way out


. . . with help from above.




Before I was married I had three theories about raising children.


Now I have three children and no theories.


—JOHN WILMOT, EARL OF ROCHESTER


Praise ye the Father! For His loving kindness,


Tenderly cares He for His erring children.


—ELIZABETH R. CHARLES, 1858





Foreword


A dear, sweet friend of mine has had nothing but trouble with his children. In my estimation, he has been the perfect parent who provided them with everything they needed to grow up and do the right thing, but every one of them, in one way or another, took a wrong turn. He grieved over them and disciplined them and set proper boundaries with them. After years of cleaning up after their messes and making the best of the worst of situations, some of his prodigal kids came home and some of them did not. From all appearances, his heart was broken over these prodigal kids. But, through it all, his love for them did not falter. To all of us who know him, he is a great example of how to deal with our children when they go the way of the world. He wrote a book about his experiences and it has become a bestseller. My sweet friend is Jesus and, of course, His book is the Bible.


I tell you this to assure you that God is aware of your pain and your struggle. He is not distant from your heart or disinterested in your pain. He has been where you are and is experiencing what you are experiencing right now. You may feel alone in this, but you are not. He wants to guide you and comfort you through every impossible situation and miserable confrontation with your child. And, when you feel like throwing in the towel on parenthood, he wants to give you new strength to carry on the task of loving when it hurts the most.


Over the years I have worked with many parents with children who have ventured out into the religion of prodigalism. Their appetites became their gods and the only boundary they set was anything that was possible within the universe. I was with them when they took them to treatment, brought them home afterward, then sometimes watched them go back out again and try to prove that, this time they can handle it. All the while, I ached with them over the total disregard for their love and care. In each instance, I have urged them to do what I want to ask you to do now. It is simply this: grieve the loss of the child you thought you had and begin to love the one you actually have. You simply must move beyond what was and what might have been and move onto what is and what is to be for this lost, confused, broken, and bruised child of yours. It is the best hope for you to keep your sanity and for your child to regain his.


These devotionals are going to help you to do that. They are going to help you grieve and they are going to provide comfort for you as you do. They will help you see your situation from God’s perspective, and encourage you to make good decisions, as tough as they may be. They are not intended to be a replacement for treatment for you or your child. Wise counsel and support from strong friends are needed in this battle for your child’s soul and your peace of mind. However, this devotional will be a great companion for you as you take time to set your heart straight before you once again try to straighten out your child.


One of my favorite paintings is of a child. It is by Rembrandt and it is of the prodigal son. I love the painting because I see myself in it. Long before I started my ministry I was as lost as any prodigal. So, I connect with the son in the arms of a loving father who took him back home. When you look at that painting, you will notice the hands of the father on the back of the prodigal boy. The hands are very different because, for one, Rembrandt used a female model and for the other he used a male. The soft hand of the female represents God’s tender mercy and forgiveness. The strong hand represents the tough love that must be there for every prodigal. Strength and grace—the perfect combination to parent a prodigal.


My prayer for you is that these devotionals will help you grow in both strength and grace, and that they lead you back to the loving arms of your Father. I hope that they will prepare your heart for that time when your child returns to you, or for life if that time never comes. I know the pain and confusion is almost more than you can bear some days, but don’t give up on your child. I assure you, God has not. And God has not given up on you. May you find His rich blessings for each new day.


Stephen Arterburn


Founder, New Life Ministries 





Preface


Some time ago, while feeling in low spirits over a struggling child, I spoke with a woman in Philadelphia at a seminar I was conducting. She seemed radiant and cheerful, but her smile faded as she told me of her own son, far from the Lord, who had broken her heart. “I prayed for him a long time,” she said, “then I sort of ran out of prayers.”


At the same seminar, another woman told me of a daughter who had become deeply ensnared in demonism, witchcraft, and the occult. “When she came back to the Lord,” said the woman, “she credited my prayers and those of my friends. ‘I didn’t have a chance against your prayers, Mom,’ she told me.”


I thought of Jesus’ words in Luke 18:1, that we “always ought to pray and not lose heart,” and resolved that as long as I lived I would pray for prodigals and, as long I had a Bible, I would never run out of prayers for my children and those of others.


Here is my own collection of prayers, promises, and insights, which helped me during a painful period of life. I hope they’ll encourage you, too. If so, please contact me through my website at www.robertjmorgan.com.


We should, after all, never give up. Prodigals have a way of coming home.
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Throughout this book I’ve used the masculine gender to avoid the awkward he/she format, and because the majority of prodigals are males.1. My original prayers used “she” and “they,” because I have daughters and no sons. I’m so glad for our renewed relationship today. They’ve given me permission to use pieces of their stories, as I retell my anguish that led to times of extended prayer. Please insert your own child’s name as you pray along with me.





PRAYING
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The Power of Praying-a-Phrase of Scripture


Several years ago, my wife Katrina and I took in a troubled young man with a long history of drug and alcohol abuse. We loved him dearly. After six months of apparent progress, he relapsed. We’ll call him Mark.


The next months felt like a nightmare, but Mark finally consented to let us enroll him in a drug rehabilitation program. He entered just before his birthday. I told him that instead of giving him a present, on his birthday I would pray for him for an hour.


When the day came, I wondered how I could pray so long for one person. I waited until everyone had gone to bed, and I knelt by the living room sofa with an open Bible before me. I started in Genesis and thumbed through page after page. Before me lay well-worn chapters, underlined verses, and highlighted passages. One by one I converted them into prayers for Mark. Seldom have I felt such power in prayer, and the hour went quickly. I ran out of time long before running out of verses.


Meanwhile, in the rehab center, Mark turned the corner.


If, in dealing with your children’s problems, you find your stomach knotting, your head pounding, and your teeth clenched, discover the simple remedy of bending your knees. Plead the promises of God and learn to pray-a-phrase of Scripture. In other words, find some verses that you would like to pray and put your child’s name in them.2.


Throughout this devotional, you’ll find many prayers adapted from some of the Bible’s greatest passages, as well as from ancient prayers of godly saints and the tender prayers of some of our best-loved hymns. Make them personal for your need and soon you’ll be praying-a-phrase of Scripture whenever you read the Bible.





PRAYING
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The Bible’s Most Powerful Prayers for Prodigals


Consider these verses, which are usually significant for loved ones burdened for their prodigals:


Dear Lord,


Please work in____________________, that he might both will and do Your good pleasure. . . . Work in him what is pleasing to You. . . . Give him the desire to do Your will.


Incline____________________’s heart to Yourself, to walk in all Your ways.


Bring him to his senses. Deliver him from evil. Draw him to Yourself. Deliver him from every evil work and preserve him for Your heavenly kingdom.


Bring him out of the miry clay, set his feet upon a rock, and establish his steps. Put a new song in his mouth, even of praise to You.


I do not pray that You would take ____________________ out of the world, but that You would keep him from the evil one. Sanctify him by Your truth.


Create in him a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within him.


Most High, establish him. You have begun a good work in him; now carry it on to completion. Perfect that which concerns him. May he stand firm in all Your will, mature and fully assured.


(Adapted from Philippians 2:13; Hebrews 13:21; 1 Kings 8:58; Luke 15:17; Matthew 6:13; John 6:44; 2 Timothy 4:10; Psalm 40:1–3; John 17:15, 17; Psalm 51:10, 87:5; Philippians 1:6; Psalm 138:8; Colossians 4:12.)





PRAYING
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What God Can Do


Never stop praying for so-called hopeless cases. The example of E. Howard Cadle teaches us there are none.


Cadle grew up in the home of a Christian mother and an alcoholic father. By age twelve, he began to emulate his father, drinking and raging out of control. Soon, he succumbed to the power of sex, gambling, and the Midwest crime syndicate.


“Always remember, son,” his worried mother often said, “that at eight o’clock every night I’ll be kneeling beside your bed, asking God to protect my precious boy.” Her prayers didn’t seem to slow him down until one evening, on a rampage, he pulled a gun on a man and squeezed the trigger. The weapon never fired, and someone quickly knocked it away. Cadle noticed it was exactly eight o’clock.


Later, in broken health, he was told by a doctor that he had only six months to live. Dragging himself home, penniless and pitiful, he collapsed in his mother’s arms, saying, “Mother, I’ve broken your heart. I’d like to be saved, but I’ve sinned too much.”


The old woman opened her Bible and read Isaiah 1:18: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” That windswept morning, March 14, 1914, Cadle started life anew. With Christ now in his heart, he turned his con skills into honest pursuits and started making money hand over fist, giving 75 percent of it to the Lord’s work. He helped finance Rodney “Gipsy” Smith’s crusades, in which thousands came to faith in Christ. Then, he began preaching on Cincinnati’s powerful WLW, becoming one of America’s most popular radio evangelists. “Until He calls me,” Cadle used to say, “I shall preach the same gospel that caused my sainted mother to pray for me. And when I have gone to the last city and preached my last sermon, I want to sit at His feet and say, ‘Thank You, Jesus, for saving me that dark and stormy day from a drunkard’s and a gambler’s Hell.’ ”3.


While we’re to pray without ceasing—and many of us find ourselves praying day and night for our children—it does help to have specific, disciplined habits of prayer on behalf of a wayward child. You might find a prayer partner who will covenant to pray with you at the same time each week. Prayer will win the victory, and the faithful prayers of a parent or grandparent are among the most potent forces in the universe.





PRAYING
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The Kneeling Christian


I found myself far from home, in Florida, trying to minister to others when my own spirits had begun to falter. On the side shelf of a dusty bookstore, I found what I needed: an old, worn copy of The Kneeling Christian, marked at $1.50. I would have paid ten times that price. The owner glanced at the book, shrugged, and said, “You can have it for seventy-five cents.”


The months that followed were tremendously stressful. The Kneeling Christian became my constant comfort and friend. I consider it the greatest classic on prayer in my library.


We know little about the background of this book because its author, Albert Ernest Richardson, didn’t want us to know his name. He wrote several books under the pseudonym “An Unknown Christian.” I uncovered his name with the help of my friend Chuck Sherrill and his contacts at the British Library. Over the years, The Kneeling Christian has been reprinted in many languages by many publishing houses. The twelve short chapters deal with such subjects as:


• God’s Great Need


• Almost Incredible Promises


• How Shall I Pray?


• Must I Agonize?


• Does God Always Answer Prayer?


I include several excerpts from The Kneeling Christian in this book, especially Richardson’s observation about the Upper Room passages of John 13–16, in which he noted that Jesus invites us seven times to ask for anything in His name. The Master spoke just before His arrest; within twenty-four hours His cold body would rest in the tomb. He had precious little time to prepare His disciples in that upper room, yet seven times He promised them that God would answer their prayers. Richardson wrote:
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