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WHAT IS FATE?


Some say life is like a river, with both smooth waters and wild rapids, and we are tossed upon its currents. We might encounter sunshine or torrential rain on our way. We might glide gently through a peaceful valley but then enter a raging whirlpool and feel trapped. Sometimes the river flows clearly onward. At other times, it twists and turns, taking us in unexpected directions.


That is what fate is. For better or worse, we have to deal with whatever fate gives us. When we hit a snag in this river, most of us are frightened and helpless, letting life’s whirlpools suck us under. But some people struggle against the current with courage and determination.


Ludwig van Beethoven was such a person because he struggled against the gradual loss of his hearing. For a musician, there is nothing more tragic. A deaf musician is like a painter without fingers, a soccer player without feet. Beethoven could not hear the sound of musical instruments or the pitch of a single note. Although his fate challenged him, miraculously, his best works were completed after he went deaf.


Beethoven triumphed over life’s tragedies and his own suffering. He achieved the impossible by creating powerful music in his world of silence. He is a hero, a hero who fought against the limitations of his fate.
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