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INTRODUCTION
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He has inherited his mother’s good looks and his father’s intellect. Rich, handsome and charming, he is arguably the most eligible bachelor in the world. He is a pin-up and a role model. He is a dutiful son and grandson, a loving brother and friend. He is his mother’s enduring legacy and his father’s pride and joy.

Prince William is a dashing young man destined to be king. Second in line to the throne of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, he is the monarchy’s future and its great hope.

The most popular member of the Royal Family, William has charisma and a flirtatious wit. His youth, athletic physique and engaging smile make girls swoon. But he is also respected for his strength of character and the way he conducted himself in adversity after his mother’s early and cruel death.

Young and old cannot resist his style and impeccable manners. Firm of handshake and quick to chat, he can put people at ease, combining the right measure of curiosity, humour and compassion.

In many ways, William breaks the mould. He is a modern prince in touch with his contemporaries in a fast-changing world. To the credit of his mother and father, he has been brought up in the real world. Of course, he was born into immense wealth and privilege. He has had the best that money can buy. But his humility is intact. Due largely to the efforts of Diana, Princess of Wales, he was shown how the less fortunate, the homeless and the sick, live and suffer. Diana was determined that, if she were to be the People’s Princess, her son and heir would be the People’s Prince. She showed William how to have fun too and what it was like to live a ‘normal’ life. With younger brother Prince Harry, they dressed in jeans and baseball caps, went to the cinema or an amusement park and ate fast food.

The Prince of Wales has taught his son the importance of heritage and tradition. William was born to be king. He has inherited his father’s destiny. He may have been frightened by the high expectation and weight of duty on his young shoulders, but the gentle encouragement and coaching of his father have stood him in good stead. The ways of the Windsors were not always to the liking of Diana but, no matter how much he resembles the Princess, William is also his father’s son. 
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Charles’s strong sense of social justice and the help he gives to the needy, particularly disadvantaged youngsters through his widely acclaimed Prince’s Trust charity, have helped fashion the way William sees the world. His father’s devotion to duty, as heir to the throne, has also set William an example to follow. In public, Charles may not be a ‘touchy-feely’ parent, as Diana was, but in private he is always loving, caring and affectionate. A grateful William returns the love shown to him by his father and he admires his achievements.

Just as William follows in his mother’s wake as a champion swimmer, he emulates his father’s sporting prowess on the polo field. Despite Diana’s dislike of such things, William hunts and shoots in the way of royalty and country folk. He shares Charles’s love of the countryside and his interest in promoting a sustainable environment.

As William turns twenty-one, on 21 June 2003, he presents himself as a truly remarkable young man who has experienced different ways of life and travelled much of the world. Well-educated at Eton and now at St Andrews University in Scotland, he is already an accomplished individual, living up to his early promise.

It would appear that William has turned out exceptionally well despite a childhood scarred by his parents’ highly publicised marriage breakdown and bitter divorce. Who could possibly imagine the utter devastation he felt, at the tender age of fifteen, when his mother was fatally injured in a Paris car crash? Only time will tell if William survived these harrowing experiences without serious and lasting emotional harm. If he is unscathed by his troubled upbringing, it is surely a testament to the love his parents poured on him, despite their harmful quarrelling.

Young people in Britain are growing up in a baffling, complex and rapidly changing world, where divorce rates are increasing and traditional institutions are breaking down. William’s story represents the strains of modern life and it is perhaps because of this that young people identify closely with him. Pollsters report that youngsters consider William to be the Royal to modernise the monarchy as a new-style head of state in tune with the twenty-first century. Even if the monarchy were abolished, William would still be one of the favourites to become president of the new republic of Great Britain. 
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Many youngsters want William to usurp his father and be king instead of him. But that could never be, nor is it something William would want. Modest and unassuming, when others in his position could show unbearable arrogance, he is supportive of his father and his number-one fan.

An indication of William’s popularity is that his mere presence in Scotland, where he is now an undergraduate, is said by some political commentators to have put back any serious threat of republicanism by at least fifty years. This is much to live up to for a young man but, even if it is true, William is clearly a future leader who will have to face a growing questioning of traditional institutions, including the monarchy.

Such immense pressures are at odds with William’s honest desire to be simply an ordinary young man. At present, the tall, blond, blue-eyed student prince is struggling against intense media interest to preserve a private life of his own. He asks to be called William—not Your Royal Highness, Sir or even Prince William. He wants to be accepted for what he is and not who he is. He is willing to be just one of the crowd and a team player. But he shows promise as a leader and a mediator. For whatever reasons, he is seeking the approval of his peers. William wants to be liked—and is adored.

Wearing the student uniform of jeans and trainers, his hair carefully tousled, William has assumed the identity of an undergraduate in Scotland’s oldest seat of learning, St Andrews. Sharing a comfortable flat with a friend from Eton and an attractive brunette, not to mention his police bodyguard, William is enjoying a degree more independence than his days at boarding school allowed him. Geared up with a car and a mountain bike, William intends to enjoy his student years and to have fun in the university town with a reputation for partying. But he knows the eyes of the world are on him and that if—or when—he slips up, his mistakes will be magnified, such is the nature of the public scrutiny he attracts. His story is a compelling tale of our times.
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BORN TO BE KING
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William’s story begins before he was born. It was a beginning that, told through the world’s media, had all the drama of a royal soap opera, a media production delivered in cliff-hanging episodes. Seen in another way, however, it reveals much about the life—both private and public—into which he was born. By looking at it this way, we can begin to try to understand who William is and who he may become.

By the late 1970s, his father, the Prince of Wales, was under pressure to find a bride and secure the line of succession to his future throne. In his youth Charles had dallied with suitable, mainly aristocratic, girls but had lost the love of his bachelor days. An older woman captivated him and would remain a potent force in his life. However, Camilla Shand was to marry another man.

Charles’s own childhood had been a difficult one, growing up in the glare of publicity with almost every decision made for him as the heir to the throne. He disliked his senior school, Gordonstoun in Scotland, the choice of his amiably quizzical and exacting father, the Duke of Edinburgh. He craved the attention of his mother but, for most of his young life, she held down a demanding and full-time job as Queen and Head of the Commonwealth. She pledged herself to a lifetime of duty and work necessarily came before play.

Charles reached his thirties still a bachelor. Time seemed to be running out for him to find the right girl to marry. She would have to be attractive, kind, from a good background and, of course, able to bear healthy children. She could not have a past love life of any serious nature. There could be no skeletons in the cupboard that could later prove an embarrassment to the Royal Family. Whoever and wherever she was, Charles’s bride had to be untainted and innocent.

Lady Diana Spencer, almost thirteen years Charles’s junior, was born at Park House, on the Queen’s Sandringham estate in Norfolk. Her marital credentials could not be faulted. Lady Diana’s father had inherited the family earldom and stately home, Althorp, in Northamptonshire, and she was still young enough not to have had a serious boyfriend.

But Diana came from a broken home. At the age of six she faced the trauma of her mother walking away from a failing marriage. Her father fought an acrimonious legal battle to win custody of his four children and later married Raine, Countess of Dartmouth, daughter of the romantic novelist Barbara Cartland. Diana and the other children clashed with their stepmother and referred to her as ‘Acid Rain’.
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Diana beamed a broad smile, content that she had done what was required of her and produced a male heir to the throne.



Charles first dated Lady Diana’s elder sister, Sarah. However, in 1980 his eyes were opened to Diana and romance blossomed, although up to their formal engagement, which was announced on 24 February 1981, she had been required, by Royal protocol, to call her royal suitor ‘Sir’!

The fairy-tale wedding, in London’s St Paul’s Cathedral, on 29 July 1981, was watched on television by a staggering 750 million people worldwide. With Britain in the grips of rising unemployment and industrial strife, the splendour of the royal occasion offered pure escapism.

The twenty-year-old Diana Spencer became Princess of Wales and was catapulted, almost overnight, from relative obscurity to megastardom. She soon became the most-photographed woman in the world. How could she possibly cope?

On 5 November 1981, Buckingham Palace announced that the Princess of Wales was expecting her first child. Amid the media flurry there was plentiful speculation on whether Diana’s baby would be a male heir. The birth of the Prince and Princess of Wales’s child would not simply be a matter of their personal happiness, it would be a great national event.

Parents-to-be Charles and Diana poured over books on childbirth and parenting, and mused over names for a boy or a girl, but without agreement. Charles even went to an ante-natal class while Diana delighted in wearing designer maternity dresses. A routine scan revealed a normal healthy baby and the Prince and Princess were told it was a boy.

For much of her pregnancy Diana stayed at Buckingham Palace while the couple’s new London home, Apartments 8 and 9 at Kensington Palace, were renovated and the nursery prepared. It was not until five weeks before the baby’s birth that they actually moved in. By then Diana was feeling the strain of the constant media interest in her condition and there were already pressures building up within her marriage.
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When Diana was three months’ pregnant, she was suffering morning sickness and felt thoroughly wretched. She was having difficulty coming to terms with her new status and celebrity, and felt her husband was unsympathetic to her plight. Unknown to the Princess, the Queen had summoned Fleet Street editors to the Palace where her press secretary had requested a degree of privacy for Diana. But the royal pregnancy sold newspapers and there was little let up.

During this sensitive time for the unborn child, Diana made a desperate cry for help and, in January 1982 while at Sandringham, she threatened to take her own life. Charles thought she was crying wolf but a distraught Diana threw herself down a flight of stairs. Fortunately, she was not seriously hurt and the baby was unharmed. Even before his birth, William was resilient and a survivor.

Prince William was born at 9.03 p.m. in the private Lindo Wing of St Mary’s Hospital, Paddingtori, west London, on Monday 21 June 1982. Notice of the royal birth was posted on the forecourt railings of Buckingham Palace in the traditional manner. Congratulatory messages and gifts poured into the Palace from world leaders, foreign royal families and many hundreds of ordinary people.

According to genealogists, William was born the most British heir to the throne since King James I. If he succeeds Charles as king he will be the sixty-third monarch of England since Egbert of Wessex and the forty-fourth since the Norman Conquest of 1066. He is likely to call himself King William V, although he could assume another name as king in the same way as his great-grandfather, for example, who was christened Albert but crowned King George VI.

William was the first royal baby so close to the throne to be born in hospital rather than a palace. The Prince of Wales was present at the birth which, in the end, was without serious complications. For some sixteen hours of labour, Diana struggled to give birth. She was continually sick and her temperature soared. At one point royal gynaecologist Mr—later Sir—George Pinker considered performing an emergency Caesarean operation. But, with the aid of an epidural injection in the base of her spine, Diana was eventually able to give birth without resorting to forceps or a Caesarean. William weighed in at a healthy 71bs loz and nurses put a band around his tiny wrist labelling him ‘Baby Wales’.
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Two hours later, Charles emerged from the hospital and spoke to the waiting reporters. ‘Is the baby like you, Sir?’ one asked. Charles chuckled and replied, ‘Fortunately, no.’ He revealed that his new-born son had ‘a wisp of fair hair, blondish, with blue eyes’. Witnessing the birth had been an overwhelming experience and ‘a very adult thing to do,’ he said.

Without delay, the Queen visited the hospital to see the baby boy who was second in line to her throne. ‘I’m delighted,’ she said. William’s maternal grandmother, Frances Shand-Kydd, visiting with Diana’s sister Jane Fellowes, exclaimed, ‘He’s lovely. There’s so much happiness.’ Diana’s father, Earl Spencer, said, ‘He’s the most beautiful baby I’ve seen.’

The rest of the world saw William when, the next day at 6 p.m., Charles’s and Diana emerged from the hospital with their baby. As the camera shutters clicked into action, it was the beginning of the little Prince’s life of being photographed. The couple whose fairy-tale wedding had been watched on television by millions around the globe were again the centre of world attention—this time with William. The baby slept peacefully in Charles’s arms, wrapped in a white lace shawl, while Diana beamed a broad smile, content that she had done what was required of her and produced a male heir to the throne.

For the readers of horoscopes, William was born under the sign of Cancer—the crab. Astrologers claimed he was born on an auspicious day, the day of an eclipse, and attributed to him the characteristics of a leader, combining traits of inspiration and tenacity, courage with respect for tradition. The newborn Prince would be sensitive, protective, cautious, shrewd, conservative and would respect family life. William’s chart also showed he would grow to be a fine all-round sportsman and scholar, with indications of an extremely active and fertile mind. He would be both quick-witted and humorous, and would probably entertain his family from an early age with his ability to act the clown.
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