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Rapper and hip-hop entrepreneur Percy “Master P” Miller appears with his son, Romeo. At the 2010 VH1 Hip Hop Honors show, Romeo and other former No Limit artists, including Mystikal and Silkk the Shocker, performed a musical montage of No Limit’s biggest hits.
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Getting Due Recognition


In early June 2010, many of the biggest names in hip-hop gathered in New York City. The occasion was the annual VH1 Hip-Hop Music Awards. Host Craig Robinson, a television and movie actor, oversaw a tribute to hip-hop music from the South. It was the first time a particular region had been singled out for praise at the hip-hop music awards, which began in 2004.


During the show, which aired June 7, 2010, tributes were performed for a number of singers or groups with southern origins. They included Luther “Luke” Campbell, J Prince/Rap-A-Lot, Jermaine Dupri, Timbaland, 2 Live Crew, and Organized Noize. Also honored was Percy “Master P” Miller, who had founded  No Limit Records, one of the hottest hip-hop labels in 1990s.




OVERCOMING PROBLEMS


Master P grew up in the Calliope Projects in New Orleans. When he was young, the city had the reputation of “Murder Capital of the United States.” New Orleans has the highest murder rate in the country—ten times the national average. The rate of murder and other violent crime is even higher in the Calliope Projects than in other parts of the city. For Master P, violent crime became very personal. One of his brothers was shot to death. Another was involved in a killing and sentenced to life in prison.




VH1


VH1 stands for Video Highlights 1. It is a cable network that was established in 1985 as a spinoff from MTV. Originally it served as a “softer” alternative that would appeal to older viewers than MTV. In the beginning VH1 featured music videos such as light rock, jazz and R&B. Some notable artists the network carried were singers Elton John and Whitney Houston and trumpet player Kenny G.


In the mid-1990s it expanded its offerings to include edgier music, such as rock and rollers the Red Hot Chili Peppers and rappers such as Eminem. The network also had music-related series such as Behind the Music. Each episode profiled an individual musician or group and showed the problems they had to overcome to achieve success.


The network’s popularity began to fade in the early 2000s and viewership decreased. As a result, VH1 changed much of its format, with particular emphasis on pop culture and reality-based programming. Some of its most popular offerings included what were called “celebreality,” series that followed less-regarded but still well-known stars. It also added awards programs to recognize achievements in hip-hop and other areas.


Today VH1 is one of the most widely watched cable networks. Nearly a million people tune in on prime time every night.







Yet Master P managed to overcome these obstacles and start No Limit Records. In fact, those obstacles might have helped contribute to his success. As he explained to Margena Christian of Jet magazine,


“I was in the streets so I was a tough guy and nobody could mess over me. Then, I was well educated. I think it’s hard to beat somebody that knows both sides. People come in and try to bull you, but if you’ve been there before, can’t nobody really play you like that.”


Master P built No Limit into one of the most important hip-hop labels in the mid-to-late 1990s. The company sold about 75 million albums. Many of the company’s albums were certified gold or platinum and featured some of the biggest names in hip-hop. In addition, Master P developed other businesses. These made him one of the wealthiest black entrepreneurs in the country.




FAST FACT


In the music industry, the designations gold and platinum refer to how many copies an album sells. A gold album has sales of at least 500,000 copies, while platinum means sales topping 1 million.





LEAVING A LEGACY


Some people in the VH1 audience may not have been aware of No Limit. Its best years had occurred a decade earlier. That hardly lessened the label’s importance or its significance. As Andrew Noz explained in an article about the event:


“Though No Limit wasn’t the first Southern label to gain national attention, they proved to be the most influential of the region’s breakthrough acts, setting both a business model and an aesthetic for the artists and labels that followed. P brought Louisiana hip-hop to the radio and lined the racks of Sam Goodys everywhere with blindingly blingish Pen N Pixel covers, releasing well over 100 albums during a relatively short reign….the catalog and legacy still stands.”
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Master P (right) attends a 2011 music industry event with his son Romeo and daughter Cymphonique. During the 1990s, Master P’s No Limit Records was one of the most successful hip-hop labels, and helped to make the entrepreneur a multimilionaire.
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