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Chapter 1


Art Is Everywhere


Liz Jenkins opened her locker. She reached inside and unzipped her backpack.


Her best friend Ellie Mitchell appeared at her side. “Can I see how it turned out?” Ellie asked.


The whole class had just come from the art room. They had finished their cut-paper collages—a project they’d worked on for a few weeks. Liz was excited to take hers home.
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Liz unrolled her collage.


“Another Liz Jenkins masterpiece!” Ellie said.


Liz smiled. “Aw, thanks, Ellie,” she said. She asked to see Ellie’s art. It was ablaze with reds, oranges, and yellows. “I love the colors!” Liz exclaimed.


“Me too,” Ellie agreed. “But I wasn’t really thinking about the pattern. Yours is so planned out.”


Liz had put a lot of thought into the layout. She was going for a swirly, Starry Night look. Like Vincent Van Gogh, one of her favorite artists.


[image: Image]


Just then, their teacher, Mrs. Sienna, poked her head into the hallway. “Come in and let’s get settled for science,” she told them.


So Liz and Ellie put their artwork in their lockers. “Ellie,” Liz whispered as they walked into class, “did you give Mrs. Sienna your note?”


“I almost forgot!” Ellie pulled a piece of paper out of her pocket. “I’ll do it now.”
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Now everything was set. Liz knew that her other best friends, Marion Ballard and Amy Purvis, had handed in the notes their parents had written too. They were all coming home with Liz for a Friday night sleepover!


The girls had a lot to talk about, like stocking up on supplies at The Critter Club. That was the animal rescue shelter the four friends had started.
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This week, they were going to be pet sitting some fish called neon tetras. The Critter Club had to be ready for their guests!


But right now, Liz had to concentrate on science. Mrs. Sienna was telling them about their next science unit. It was on animal habitats.
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Isn’t that just a science-y way of saying home? Liz wondered.


Mrs. Sienna held up a shoebox. “We are going to be making animal habitat dioramas,” she said. “Like this one.”


Mrs. Sienna turned the box sideways to show the inside. It had been decorated to look like a flower garden! A paper hummingbird was suspended by a string from one side of the box. It looked like it was hovering next to a flower.


[image: Image]


“Each of you will choose an animal,” Mrs. Sienna went on. “Any animal you wish! Then, your assignment is to create a scene of that animal in its habitat.”
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Liz heard the words create and scene. It made her think . . . art! Art and animals! Liz’s two favorite things!
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