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Chapter 1 SPACE CADET


Jeanie Bell knew that look.

The twinkle in her best friend Willow Davis’s eye could only mean one thing. Willow had something on her mind. Something that wasn’t the science project they were supposed to be working on.

“Why did the cow dream of becoming an astronaut?” Willow asked as she put glow-in-the-dark star stickers on her cheeks.

“I don’t know,” Jeanie said with a sigh.

“Because it wanted to see the mooooooooon!” Willow joked.

Jeanie tried to smile. Willow had come over Sunday afternoon to help Jeanie make a 3-D map of the solar system. But she’d spent the last hour smooshing the clay they needed to make the planets into necklace charms and colorful bracelets.

“Um, maybe we should save some of that clay,” said Jeanie.
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Their second-grade teacher. Ms. Patel, expected them to present their science projects at the end of the week, and Jeanie was a little nervous about talking in front of the class. So she wanted to be sure their model was extra perfect since she would be the one presenting.
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Willow wasn’t as focused on grades or homework as Jeanie. But she was super creative and super silly. It was hard to believe that they were best friends.

Actually, a lot of things were hard to believe about Willow. Like the fact that she was actually… a genie. Yes, a magical genie. She was still in training, though. And she needed all the wish-granting practice she could get if she wanted to earn enough skill badges to become a Master Genie.

And Jeanie was the perfect person to help. She truly believed in the phrase “practice makes perfect.” And wish-granting practice was pretty fun, too! One time, Jeanie wished for a pizza, and Willow made it instantly appear!
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Thinking about pizza made Jeanie’s stomach growl. Luckily, it was time for dinner. The girls headed downstairs to the dining room.

“How’s the space mission going?” Jeanie’s mom asked.

“It’s out of this world!” said Willow as she scratched Jeanie’s dog, Bear.

“Well, we still have a lot of work to do.” Jeanie sighed.

Jeanie’s little brother, Jake, stared at Willow. “What are those rings around your wrist?”

“Let’s call them the rings of Saturn!” said Willow, jangling her homemade bracelets.
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“That’s dopey,” said Jake. He was six and always said everything he was thinking. “The only ring that matters is a race car track. Vroom vroom!” Jake jumped out of his chair and started racing around the table at top speed.

“Don’t be rude,” Jeanie scolded Jake.

“It’s okay,” said Willow.

She slipped the bracelets off and mushed them into a big ball of clay. “Now your racetrack is the only ring in town.”
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“Who’s hungry?” called Jeanie’s dad as he came in from the kitchen and placed a huge bowl of spaghetti on the table.

“Me! Me! Me!” cried Jake.

Just then Bear sniffed the clay ball and took a tiny bite.

Willow giggled. “I guess Bear is hungry too,” she said.

But Jeanie didn’t feel like laughing. That clay blob was supposed to be Neptune!
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Chapter 2 NO TIME FOR FUN


On Monday morning Willow bounced into classroom 2B with a spring in her step.

The sun was shining. The birds were singing. And Willow was wearing her lucky outfit: a yellow sunburst dress, and sneakers with rainbow laces. She had a feeling today was going to be special.

But then, every day felt special to Willow.

“Everyone, take your seats,” Ms. Patel told the class. “Today we’re going to talk about geography. Who can tell me what our state capital is?”

Jeanie’s hand shot into the air.
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Willow grinned. Jeanie knew just about everything!
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