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A great man of India, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi inspired his countrymen, then under British rule, to unite in a bid for freedom that would make India an independent democracy.


Gandhi had a strong sense of right and wrong. He was a man of character who encouraged people to act on behalf of the greater good.


The famous Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), called him a “mahatma,” meaning “great soul.” French writer Romain Rolland (1866-1944) said Gandhi was as stubborn as a mule, but a “sacred mule.”


During his lifetime Gandhi’s countrymen affectionately called him “Grandpa.” After his death, they reverently referred to him as sadhu, which means “saint,” and worshipped him as a mahatma.


So what is Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s story? You can see it in the pages and the pictures of this book.
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This is Mohandas Gandhi when he was seven years old.





India had been under British rule for about 200 years when Mohandas Gandhi was born in 1869.


Located at the southern end of Asia, India was an ancient country with a rich cultural heritage. Despite its sophisticated poems and flourishing art, the country did not have a unified government. This left the immense land vulnerable to foreign invasion. Great Britain, the last country to conquer India, became prosperous while the Indians were ill treated and very poor. Most could not read or write. They were poverty stricken and oppressed.


Gandhi was born into a Hindu family. There were thousands of castes and subcastes in India. They were grouped loosely into four classes, or varnas, a word derived from the Sanskrit for “colour.” At the top of the hierarchy were the Brahmins, who were priests and scholars. Then came the Kshatriyas, warriors and rulers. Next were the Vaishyas who were merchants, traders and farmers. The artisans and labourers, called Sudras, were last. The lowliest, ranked beneath the Sudras, were called “untouchables.” Gandhi called them the Harijans, or “children of God.”
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