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For my wife, Alice

If it had not been for her unquenchable love, I surely would have lost my spiritual war.
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2 Corinthians 10:3-5

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
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Introduction


You would think that by now we would know enough about science to eradicated superstitious beliefs, especially beliefs in invisible entities flittering around us. There is no logical reason for believing in such nonsense, unless, of course, there really are unseen beings hovering around us, beyond the reach of current scientific measurement. Remember, it was eons before scientists detected germs, atoms, or molecules, but they existed just the same.

Several years ago, I made a rational study leading me to the decision that God exists, that Jesus is His Son, and that the Bible is a supernatural book that could only come from God I believe what God says through His Bible, and my occasional human doubts don’t erode that conviction.

The Bible clearly teaches the existence of things we cannot see. Several passages in the Scriptures teach that there are invisible things. Here are two examples: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrew 11:1). Speaking of Jesus, Paul said, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rules or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:15-16).

I believe that beings roam the earth today who are altogether spiritual. I mean “spiritual” in the sense that they don’t have corporal bodies—the kind of beings Jesus referred to when He said, “A ghost does not have flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39). The koine Greek word translated in the New International Version as “ghost” is the same word translated as “spirit” throughout the New Testament. It refers to beings who exist only as spirits, without physical bodies.

Do such creatures exist? In the passage from Colossians just mentioned, Paul said there are things visible and invisible. Then he immediately said, “whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities.” The verse plainly states that invisible thrones, powers, rulers, and authorities exist. They are in the world today, and they are working powerfully in our daily lives.

WHAT YOU’LL FIND IN THIS BOOK

This book exposes invisible authorities and powers and illustrates how various spiritual forces work against us, within us, and for us. But this book is not a collection of scary stories of exorcisms and wild speculations about Satan and his angels. The unprovable, often unbiblical, misleading speculations on this subject don’t help Christians win the spiritual war; they aid and abet Satan. Those believing the wildly sensational are so busy looking for a demon under every bush that they unwittingly expose themselves to the real attacks of satanic forces, which come unseen from seemingly innocent sources and hit them on the blind side. On the other hand, those who reject sensationalism often reject the reality of the spiritual war that sensationalism masks. Rejecting the foolish, they also reject the wise. The devil becomes a cartoon character not to be feared but to be ignored, having no more power or substance than the goblins of children’s dreams.

This book gives the Bible a position preeminent to any speculation or opinion. In this book, we will study Scriptures about Satan, angels, demons, the dead, and much more. We will discuss openly the roles of angels, both good and bad, and of the demons working for the most evil angel of all.

In this revised version of Seeing the Unseen, you will find new chapters on the subject of demons, reflecting my recent findings, and many other rewritten portions throughout the book. This book will also share the stories of many people—any one of whom may reflect you almost perfectly and give you insight into yourself and your circumstances that will change you forever. No, not stories of supernatural occurrences, but stories of real people facing real life with all its complications and frustrating puzzles. While I will always tell you the true core of each story, many names and other details will be altered. Sometimes I will blend two stories into one when they fit well without damaging either. My purpose in altering these stories is to protect identities and to ensure privacy. I have no right to bring more harm or pain to anyone, including myself, and especially my family. When both first and last names are used, you will know that the names and the stories are not disguised; they are told just as they happened. While its true that anecdotal evidence proves nothing, the common threads of these lives weave a tapestry of revelation and conviction.

To make this study about spiritual warfare easier, this book is divided into four sections:


	Learning to See the Unseen

	The Forces at Work against Us

	The Forces at Work within Us

	The Forces at Work for Us



Each section is important and each relates to the other. I suggest you start at the beginning and read the chapters in order, making notes in the margins and writing questions that come to mind.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE IS REAL

The real battle of evil is not against ghosts or demonic possession; it is within ourselves. The primary tool of Satan is not possession; it is deception. He deceives us into believing that he is not real.

While each one of us is very much responsible for our own actions, unseen beings do influence us, either for good or for bad. And because their influence is so powerful, it is imperative that we understand who they are and what they do. Only then will we be at a vantage point to accept or reject their subtle, or not-so-subtle, guidance.

Satan is real, and there are angels around us. If you believe the Bible is true, you must believe in spiritual warfare.

I pray for you an enlightening and profitable reading. May God bless you as you study.




SECTION 1 [image: Image]
LEARNING TO SEE THE UNSEEN







CHAPTER ONE[image: Image]
What Is Spiritual Vision?


Slapping some sense into her wasn’t an option, so I just sat there, drenched in frustration. No matter how hard I tried to help her see it, she couldn’t believe she was sinning.

“How can you say I shouldn’t see him again?” she asked incredulously. “God sent him to me.”

“Then why are you here? If there isn’t an awareness deep within you that you are doing wrong, why did you come to me about this?” I struggled to pierce her barricade.

“I don’t know why I’m here, but I know God sent him to me, and I know that God wants me to be with him.”

He was married, an alcoholic, and habitually unemployed. She was lonely and longing. Those filters distorted her clear-sightedness, and all she could see was his handsomeness, his charm, and that he wanted her more than anything or anyone. He appeared at just the right time, saying just the right words, and filling just the right needs. Since she had been praying for precisely those things, she was convinced, without doubt, that God had sent him. When he divorced his wife, they would live happily ever after, praising God for the introduction.

As I Listened, I felt it again, that same desire I’ve felt so many other times. “God, if You ever offer me one gift like You did to Solomon, I know what I want. Give me the ability to lay hands on people to give them supernatural vision. God, I want to be able to make people see the unseen.”

If I’d had that gift that day, I would have walked around my desk, placed my hands on Charlotte, and prayed, “God, for the next week open her eyes to the unseen spirit world. Make visible to her every angel, demon, or spirit who comes into her presence. Don’t let them hide from her or disguise themselves. Make them plain.” Then I would have sent her out to see the “shining knight” who had come to rescue her from her loneliness.

She would have come back.

Terrified.

She would have seen the spirits escorting this man, and she would have fled, screaming for deliverance. Because she was not yet completely corrupt, she would have been repulsed by the sight and nearness of the evil ones leading her into this trap.

But as it was, she did not see. They offered her a lie; she bought it altogether. The lie was leading to a disaster in her life and the lives of everyone who would be touched by their sin.

SPIRITUAL VISION = DISCERNMENT + BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

I didn’t have the gift of imparting spiritual vision that day, and God hasn’t given it to me since. In fact, no one has it. But He has given His people the ability to discern good and evil and the ability to understand His Word. And well used, these two abilities can accomplish the same things as the gift I begged for. God has not left us defenseless against the attack of the evil ones, nor has He allowed them any advantage. He has made sure the vantage is ours. But, tragically, it is an advantage seldom used.

Charlotte didn’t use it. She refused to discern good from evil, and she refused to listen to those who did. She refused to see the truth. Her knight kept his sheen until she married him. It lasted less than a year. Now Charlotte is lonely and longing again, but this time, she has an added bitterness that makes it likely she will be lonely forever. Spiritual men are repelled by her malignant aura. Deplorably, the hunters who stalk carnal pleasure aren’t repulsed by it at all; they read it well and are drawn to her. Her angry isolation identifies her as an easy prey for seduction.

The evil ones do their job well.

CHOOSE TO SEE

Charlotte could have seen what was happening if she had chosen to. All of us can. God has warned us of every trick, every deception, and every power that stands against us, and He has given us the knowledge to see through the deceptions and to overcome. These spiritual weapons are revealed in the Scriptures, but they are so often neglected that, for many Christians, the weapons are rusty or misused or laid aside where they can’t be found.

And that leaves those Christians exposed to terrible spiritual assault.

Without the awareness of which urgings are from evil beings and which nudges are from good beings, you may find yourself in situations without the wisdom you need to make right decisions.

You are the only barrier that cannot be overcome in opening your eyes to the unseen. If you refuse to see it, nothing I write will make any difference. You must open yourself to the truth of God, and you must allow His truth to become part of who you are and how you live. Just knowing about spiritual matters doesn’t make you a powerful soldier in the spiritual war, and just being aware of Satan’s attacks won’t prevent their success. But victory is possible when you use the weapons God makes available to you. Spiritual war is an active, not passive, process.

WHAT WOULD YOU SEE?

If God opened your eyes to see all the spiritual beings around you for the next week, what would you see?

For example, are you going someplace where God’s angels would be out of place, but where Satan’s angels feel right at home? Look around when you get there, and think about who’s present—both seen and unseen.

Are you planning to do something that neither God nor His angels will benevolently watch? Whatever you do, you will be seen. The question is, what kind of beings will be smiling as they watch your actions? If God’s angels aren’t happily smiling on you, Satan’s angels are malevolently grinning as you carry out your plan.

Be open with yourself. Are you involved in a relationship you know isn’t right? Do you have feelings of hatred, jealousy, or resentment toward a fellow human being? Are you an agent of gossip? Is your life guided by greed? Have you been lulled into complacency and inaction?

The next time you sense one of these or any other sin rearing its head in your heart and life, look around you and ask yourself, “What kinds of beings could I see here right now if God opened my eyes? Who’s helping me in this?”

Whatever you are doing or planning to do, continually ask yourself, “What would I see if God gave me the gift of seeing the unseen?”

The truth may terrify you.

Or it may give you great peace.

It’s time you learn to discern the invisible power of good and evil and to release the greatest power of all—the power of God—to work in you.

Read on if you are ready to see the unseen.


CHAPTER TWO[image: Image]
What Is Satan’s Master Strategy for Destruction?


She might have been described as pretty, except that the word is seldom used to portray the dead. I find it unpleasant to be in the presence of the dead, even pretty ones, and all the more so when the dead person is speaking to me.

We were sitting in a restaurant, sipping coffee politely, being ignored by the other patrons who were enjoying living. Though still breathing, her heart beating within her, Jane was as dead as if she were wearing a shroud. She spoke of the child in her womb—the first to have been there in her forty year—without warmth or love, just detachment. Smiling vacantly, looking past me, she told her story in a voice I could have vanquished with a whisper.

“My husband’s happy. All these years her’s wanted a child, and now I’m pregnant. I don’t want to destroy him…. I’ve decided not to tell him the child isn’t his.”

Because of the timing of the conception, she was positive the child was her lover’s. He wasn’t her first lover, but she was as in love with him as she could ever be with anyone, at least as much as with the lovers who had preceded him. Parts of the story were routine. Any counselor could have told it for her, missing few of the details. She had married young, escaping an unhappy childhood home. Not really in love with the man who proposed, but craving deliverance, she convinced herself he was God’s blessing and the answer to her prayers, so she said yes.

The first lover had come within a year.

Other lovers followed, but no one, especially her husband, had ever known. The single exception was her closest friend at the time of each affair. Since each liaison had happened while she lived somewhere new, she always had a new best friend with whom to share. Sometimes it was someone from church, sometimes someone from work, depending on where she lived and whom she felt she could trust at the time. Her current best friend was from her church, and it was she who insisted that Jane see me.

I asked Jane about her view of God, Jesus, the church, and many other things we Christians hold dear. Then I asked her about her commitment to her Christianity. How could Jesus be the Lord of her life if she continued to go from one sinful relationship to another? And how could she possibly justify the decision she was unemotionally revealing? She planned to leave her husband and marry her lover, just as soon as he divorced his wife. Finally, in exasperation because she felt no guilt or shame for any of her sins, I asked, “What do you think would happen if this building split open right now and Jesus stood in the sky, ready to pronounce judgment? What do you believe He’d say to you?” In the same lifeless, quiet voice, she replied, “He’d say, ‘I understand. It’s okay. I just want you to be happy.’”

THE ESSENCE OF SPIRITUAL WAR

Jane’s story illustrates what spiritual warfare is all about: It’s a battle of the mind and heart. God gives light and truth; Satan tries his best to cloud light and truth with darkness and lies. His primary tool is deception, convincing human beings that the lies they believe are the truth—even the truth of God Himself. Some momentarily buy the lies, but in their hearts they want truth. Others live in lies permanently because they can no longer face the truth. The consequences are terrifying. To those in Bible times who desperately wanted to believe the lies glittering with false promises, God gave this terrifying counsel: “They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

Paul uses this verse to apply to a specific lie, but the truthfulness of the principle is universal. If you really want to buy the lies that Satan sells. God will not stop you: He will even speed you on your way.

Before you panic, note that Paul isn’t saying that God despairs of and rids Himself of one who still cares about the difference between truth and lies. He’s not writing about those who struggle. Destruction only comes to those who don’t love truth. There is difference between those who love truth but are temporarily deluded and those who refuse to love truth at all.

The every essence of spiritual warfare is lies versus truth. Satan and his angels go all out to get you to love their lies more than you love the truth of God. Since they can’t make you do that, or make you do anything else for that matter, they try to find some way to delude you. They wage war to confuse your mind and capture your heart.

SATAN’S MASTER STRATEGY

Ephesians 4:18-19 reveal Satan’s strategy for destruction. Describing the Gentiles who were captured by satanic forces, Paul writes, “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.”

Follow the logical progression: Darkened understanding leads to a hardened heart; a hardened heart leads to lost sensitivity in immersion in sensuality. (This is not a “good sensuality” but one that indulges itself in every kind of impurity with a continual lust for more.) Reaching this point, the lie is believed. Having no communion with God, spiritual destruction results.

See the strategy? The steps usually come in the following order:
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It’s a simple strategy, and it’s just as effective now as it has been throughout the history of the world. On this master template, Satan overlays varying substrategies to mislead, confuse, deter, manipulate, and deceive, as I will show you throughout this book.

Let’s take a closer look at this terrifying master strategy.

1. Darkening of the Understanding

It’s easy for us to see that darkness is dangerous. We wouldn’t willingly walk down a lonely, dark city street, hugging the alleys and walking in the shadows. We want to be in the brightest available light, where there is safety and protection. If someone calls to us from the shadows, we are not easily persuaded to investigate. Things seen in the darkness are murky, fuzzy, and, on close inspection, quite different than when seen in the bright light of day. We don’t trust the darkness; we want the light.

Paul uses the word darkened to describe what happens to the understanding. Understanding refers to intellectual reasoning. Satan’s goal is to confuse the understanding and fog the reasoning. He uses darkness to distort the truth.

Jane is a perfect example of how this strategy works.

Did you discern the lie Jane bought? It’s a prevalent lie in the world today—the one that assures us that love (as defined by the lies of Satan) is the texture of life.

Believing the lie was easy for Jane. No one wants to live without love, and it well may be that no one can live without love. But what Jane sought as “love” wasn’t love at all. Passion, romance, and all the intensity accompanying those emotions are ecstasy. We savor the experience, but passion and love aren’t equal. Passion is one facet of love, but love isn’t always a part of passion.

Real love, even in the terms of modern psychology, is comprised of trust, concern, honesty, friendship, and respect. These qualities were the things that Jane really wanted, but she confused sparkle with substance and found it impossible to grasp the glitter. You see, sparkle wasn’t the object of Jane’s continuing search for the meaning of life. She was searching for the things she didn’t get growing up. The tragedy is that those were the very things her husband wanted to give her, but Jane couldn’t see. The lie she believed blinded her. She had somehow learned to equate passion with love and was now on a never-ending quest, for no passionate relationship remains intensely passionate forever. Even the added thrill of clandestine meetings with stolen, furtive moments can’t keep the emotion at a peak indefinitely. Eventually, every relationship has either to wither and die or to grow into real love, complete with the intangibles of trust, honesty, concern, friendship, and respect.

For Jane, love is passion; she is fruitlessly searching for an unending supply. Satan’s lie leads her from one man to another as long as men will have her.

Shadows. That’s what they are. Jane could see the truth if she would only turn on the light.

2. Hardening of the Heart

After darkening the understanding, Satan’s second step is to harden the heart. The difference in the understanding and the heart is a subtle one. People in the first century didn’t use the word heart to mean what it means to us today; to them it was not primarily emotion. They used heart more in the sense of discernment. While directly affecting the emotions, the heart was not the seat of emotion in their way of thinking. Paul warns that confusion of the intellect (darkening of the understanding) destroys the ability to discern what is right, what is best, or even the real consequences of our actions.

Because a hardened heart, according to Paul’s definition, leads directly to what we think of today as a hardened heart, we do no damage to the text, and maybe even broaden our understanding, if we think of his warning in both ways. Confused thinking leads to inability to reason (or discern) correctly, and that leads to enslavement to our twisted emotions. Emotions are like that: They take you captive and lead you to abandon logic so you can have what you want at the moment.

Jane is an example of how a confused mind leads to a hardened heart. The word hardened in the text refers to the process of becoming petrified. What was once alive has, over time, become hard as rock. The mind and heart of anyone who pursues the wrong path long enough eventually turn into stone.

Along with the other lies, Jane also bought the lie that she could find herself only in the arms and affections of another person. Her identity existed only in the reflection of her lover’s eyes. As long as a man could feel romantic love for her and demonstrate it in ways she could deeply feel, she felt worthy and valuable—at peace with herself. When a lover tired of her or began to treat her with less intensity than she needed to sustain her borrowed value, she became confused as to who she really was and why she was in this relationship. Then, in an emotional haze that she mistakenly equated with religious conviction and genuine repentance, she would quit the affair and throw herself headlong into her church. Unable to stand contact with her lover any longer, she would soon convince her husband to transfer to another city, effectively ending the affair. When her beauty and need advertised her availability, the next candidate would appear, and the cycle began again.

Her husband never had a chance. No person can maintain his or her own identity while being essential to the identity of another. Neither her husband nor any lover could do it for long.

Finally, Jane bought the largest lie of all: God would accept anything she did with kind benevolence because, above all else, He wanted her happy. Jane’s darkened understanding led to the hardening of her heart. She was totally self-absorbed, and even God couldn’t convince her that she was wrong. In her mind, He became part of her sin.

3. Loss of Sensitivity

As Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:19, “Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.” That’s what sin does for you. Accept it into your life, and it will eventually take control. Live in sin long enough for it to harden your heart, and you can no longer feel natural emotions, such as the ability to mourn. Selfless emotions directed toward others are replaced by selfish emotions directed only inward. Sensitive people can cry for others. Though mourning can still occur with a hardened heart, it is not for the person lost, it is for the personal loss felt because the other person is no longer there. That is what sin does to you.

This is not to say that sin is unemotional. But, over time, the intensity of the emotion must increase because the emotion is absorbed and consumed, dying within the sinner.

4. Immersion in Sensuality

Paul describes this immersion in sensuality as an indulgence in every kind of immorality with a continual lust for more. The petrified heart is insatiable, craving more sin, more often, with more selfishness. If the sin is an affair, as it was with Jane, the lover will eventually be unable to sustain the demands. He will feel trapped and depleted and will want deliverance from the vacuum siphoning him from himself. The sin consumes itself as it devours its victims. Needing more but having no source, the sinner is forced to search for, and always finds, new sins that are stronger and more demanding.

Heavy words, aren’t they? I simply write from experience—not only my own but also the experiences of those who share their stories with me.

5. Spiritual Destruction

While studying clinical psychology in graduate school several years ago, I ran across a photo in one of my textbooks of a young heroin addict that perfectly illustrated sin’s addictive power. To satisfy his need, he had collapsed every vein in his arms, then his legs, and finally, through the course of depleting all other available spots, he had found the last. He lay in a doorway, dead, the hypodermic needle still in his tongue. It was an unpleasant yet graphic picture, showing the end of every addictive sin.

Not only are alcohol and drugs addictive; all sin is addictive. That same self-destructive behavior exists in all who allow the devil to deceive them to the point of having petrified hearts—no matter which route of temptation and sin they take. The end is spiritual destruction.

CHRISTIANS AREN’T IMMUNE

How could anyone ever go that far? Who would choose to believe a lie leading to ultimate destruction? If you don’t arm yourself against the devil’s schemes, you could be overcome by his attacks.

If you are a Christian, you may read the preceding paragraph with smug denial. After all, don’t you have security as a believer? Yes. There is ample security in Christ for those who love and commit themselves to Him. Security in Christ, however, does not mean that evil has no access to us. The tempter brings alluring attacks against each child of God. He watches, looking for ways to destroy our faith and our relationship with Jesus, or, at the very least, our productivity. If he cannot lure us into forfeiting our souls, he devises intricate schemes to cripple us spiritually, making us useless in God’s army.

From the master template in Ephesians 4, you see that evil forces will try to confuse your understanding. If they cause you to question truth, they have a much greater chance of corrupting your reasoning and hardening your heart. They then move you toward self-absorption so that you view everything from the context of your desires rather than what is right before God. Eventually, they corrupt you so you no longer care for anything but your own self-indulgence.

How do these beings cause you to question truth? There are hundreds of ways. I’ll give you a few examples.

Some scientists ridicule the Bible, and many, even in the church, allow that ridicule to make them distrust the Scriptures. Some psychologists ridicule the morality the Bible teaches, and many, even Christian psychologists, no longer find anything wrong with lifestyles and actions that affront God. Some preachers ridicule Christians who try their best to be biblically grounded, and because of their visibility, these preachers lead many Christians farther from God and closer to secularism. There are any number of things, from so-called science to society’s insistence on being politically correct, designed to confuse our thinking.

What lies hidden and unheralded is the fact that thousands of scientists, philosophers, psychologists, and other professionals are Bible-believing, dedicated Christians. Many highly educated scholars hold firmly to God, His Word, and His morality. We must not let ourselves be confused by the cacophony of voices trying to convince us that Christianity is moronically outdated.

In defending ourselves against the evil ones, we need to remember that the loudest and most obvious attacks aren’t always the most effective. Sometimes their best attacks are, instead, quite subtle. These spirit beings confuse you by telling you that the Bible is true and that you should believe and obey it, but they suggest that the interpretation of a certain passage isn’t what you’ve always thought. They convince you that, rather than condemning a pondered action, the passage under consideration actually allows it. This argument is especially easy to believe when you are strongly tempted to commit the act. I’ve seen Christians go through convoluted reasoning to justify things such as homosexuality, fornication, greed, and divorce.

The confusing of the intellect and the dulling of the reasoning come so close together that it’s often hard to tell them apart.

THE APPLICATON FOR YOU

To see if Satan’s forces are moving you toward destruction, ask yourself where you are on his master template. The following questions are designed to help you do that.

Remember, the template of Ephesians 4 has five stages:


	Darkening of the understanding

	Hardening of the heart

	Loss of sensitivity

	Immersion in sensuality

	Spiritual destruction



A “yes” answer to any of the following questions may indicate that you are on the template and moving away from God and the light. Be honest with yourself. You don’t have to hide anything from anyone; no one will know how you answer these questions but you … and God. Make sure you don’t lie to yourself. Truth may be painful, but it’s always freeing.


	Are you confused about what is true?

	Have your beliefs about God, the Bible, or the meaning of Bible passages gone through major changes recently?

	Do your new views justify doing things you once believed were wrong?

	Are you reasoning quite differently than you did when you were at the most dedicated point of your spiritual walk with God?

	Do things that once brought you pain or mourning now have little effect on you?

	Is something in your life absorbing so much of your emotion that almost everyone and everything else are losing the levels of importance they once held for you?

	Are you craving more of that something or someone which is becoming the focus of your life?


	Is God losing His place in your life because the something or someone you are focused on is crowding Him out?

	After you became involved with this person or thing, did your emotions about God increase for a period then gradually diminish so that you no longer feel a strong love for God?

	Are you doing things you once thought were wrong, now wanting to do them more often, with greater intensity, and no longer think about whether they are right or wrong?



The Scoring

Questions one through three help you discover if your understanding is being darkened. If any are answered “yes,” seek counsel to make sure you aren’t being deceived.

Questions four through six help you see if your heart is becoming hardened and you are losing sensitivity. If you answered “yes” to any of these, seek counsel from someone who can help you discern whether you are buying a lie you very much want to believe. Your hesitancy to seek counsel may be a sign of how much you need it.

Questions seven through ten help you decide if you are becoming immersed in sensuality. I assume you aren’t totally corrupted by your sin, or you wouldn’t be reading this book. Before it’s too late, seek spiritual counsel from someone you deeply respect as a person of God. Strong, mature, Christian intervention and prayer can still deliver you from Satan’s grasp.

These aren’t the only questions that can help you see whether you are being lured by Satan, but they are valuable indicators. They are keyed to the template of Ephesians 4 because I believe that particular template for temptation is one that Satan uses with many overlaying variations.

If you understand Satan’s master template, then everything else in this book will make sense. Remember, first comes confusion of the intellect. Then comes the hardening of the heart.

Who does these things? We begin to answer that question in the next chapter. Then we delve deeply into the forces at work in this war.

Read on. You may find yourself.


CHAPTER THREE[image: Image]
What Are Angels?


Usually he came in with a grin, stretched to his full six feet four inches, handsome face tanned and glowing, strewing confidence around him like petals before a bride. But not that day. When he arrive that morning he sagged, looking bewildered, and stumbled straight into my office.

“You’re not gonna believe this,” he said.

Dennis Randall was my associate minister and dear friend. He started his remarkable story by reminding me of the storm the afternoon before. Donna, his wife, had come by the church building with their children, so Dennis decided to leave work early to drive them home. To get home they had to travel down the aptly named Green River Road. Any good rain transformed it into a river with an asphalt bed and concrete beaches.

Driving slowly through the flood, Dennis spotted a man standing knee-deep in water next to stalled car. His first thought was to drive past him because something about the guy made him uneasy, but his deep commitment to Jesus wouldn’t let him. Warily, but dutifully, he stopped to ask the man if he needed assistance. The guy, an unkept man who looked like some throwback to the 1960s hippie era, opened the door and got in.

“Where to?” Dennis asked.

“Wherever you’re going,” he replied in a low voice, slowly surveying Dennis, his family, and the contents of the car.

Dennis looked at the disheveled man again, thought about his reply, and decided he had just let the wrong man into their car. Why hadn’t he trusted his instincts and kept going? There was obviously something different, something unusual about this guy. His apprehension shifting toward fear, Dennis found himself silently praying, “Oh, God, what have I done? Don’t let him hurt my wife or my children.”

Within minutes, they were through the water and onto an empty road surrounded by cornfields. Suddenly, in the middle of nowhere, the man quietly told Dennis to stop. Dennis intensified his prayer, “God, if he’s going to attempt to harm us, he’ll do it now where no one can see. Don’t let him.”

As the car stopped, the man got out and shut the door. Relieved, Dennis quickly pulled back onto the road and immediately searched out the hippie in his mirror to see what he was doing.

He was gone.

Dennis was puzzled, but he shrugged it off, thanked God for his protection, and drove home.

The next morning when he came out of his house, he found a small card under his windshield wiper with a passage of Scripture typed on it. He handed it to me. The card said, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2).

Sitting in my office, visibly shaken, the card in his hand, Dennis looked at me and asked, “Do you think…?”

I don’t know.

But I do believe it’s possible. Dennis and Donna Randall, along with their three children, may have entertained an angel without realizing it.

If he was an angel, why was he here, so shabbily dressed and acting so mysteriously? Maybe it was just to show Dennis how true his faith was. Perhaps he was there as an object lesson in kindness for the children. Or maybe his riding in their car kept some terrible thing from happening. That’s an interesting thing about God’s angels: They are here to serve us, but most of the time we don’t know who they are or what they do. They don’t take on themselves the glory of explaining. That’s why most people never know whether or not it was an angel who blessed their lives; just like Dennis can never know for sure if his hippie was an angel.

God didn’t put angels here so they could get the praise; our praise and thankfulness should always go to Him. The angels have that straight. We should get it straight too.

There is another interesting aspect to Dennis’s story.

I called him to see if I could use the incident for this book and also to make sure I was telling the story as it happened, that my memory hadn’t embellished it over time. He said I had it right then added this postscript: “You know how I keep everything, Joe. Well, I’ve searched for the card that was on my windshield, wanting to examine it again, to read that Scripture once more to see if I could find a clue. Funny thing, it’s disappeared … just one more mystery to add to the mystery.”

Dennis is glad he stopped to help the stranger.

ANGELS ARE AMONG US

There was a time in my biblical studies when I argued that angels had left the earth a couple of thousand years ago and weren’t around anymore. Now, in light of all the Scriptures that speak of angels’ activities, it seems far-fetched to believe they are gone; but at that time I accepted without much question what I had been taught by others.

Today, I feel differently. After studying spiritual warfare for many years, I believe angels, both good and bad, are active and often present. Sometimes they even allow themselves to be seen, but most of the time, if not all the time, those who see angels don’t know what they’ve seen.

If you want to conduct a deep study about angels, the best reference I have found is A Study of Angels by Edward Myers, Ph.D. Myers presents a scholarly study that carries you into the Scriptures and that requires concentration—hardly a gentle bedside book. I strongly recommend it to every serious Bible student who wants to know more about angels. It’s also a great study guide for a church class.

Because Myers does such a thorough job, I feel it redundant to tell you everything I have learned or know about angels. But there are a few things about angels that need to be pointed out in this book. I can’t discuss the unseen world of spiritual beings (good angels, Satan, evil angels, and demons) without giving some basic biblical information about what angels are.

The following information applies to all angels, good and bad. In later chapters I write about the difference in good and bad angels and demons.

ANGELS ARE’NT LIKE PEOPLE

In comparing Jesus to angels, the Hebrew writer tells us some interesting things about angels. His emphasis is that Jesus, as the Son of God, is superior to angels; but he also says that when Jesus became a human being, He accepted a position inferior to angels (Hebrews 2:7). That passage tells us that being a human is to be lower than the angels. Angels are a lower order than deity but a higher order than man.

Our popular image of Clarence, in It’s a Wonderful Life, trying to get his wings simply isn’t valid. Angels were created to be angels (Colossians 1:16; Psalm 148); we don’t become angels when we die. Humans and angels are completely separate beings.

ANGELS AREN’T LIKE GOD

Angels are not God; they cannot do what God does. They are servant beings made by the Most High God, and none of them was made His equal. Therefore, angels have limitations, though they aren’t nearly as limited as we are.

Unlike God, angels aren’t omnipotent. God is omnipotent, and He can do anything. As He phrased it, “I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” (Jeremiah 32:27). Angels can’t make that claim because there are things that are too hard for them. For example, they were created and do not have the power to create. In speaking of Jesus, Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote, “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).

Notice that Jesus, along with the Father and Spirit (Genesis 1:1-2), created everything. Neither angels, man, nor any other thing in all creation has that power. Only God is omnipotent; only He can create.

Unlike God, angels are not omnipresent. God is everywhere (Psalm 139). God isn’t limited to a specific location or a specific point in the space-time continuum. Angels are limited: they have to travel from one place to another and can only be in one place at a time. For example, Gabriel left heaven to visit Zechariah; he wasn’t in heaven and on earth simultaneously (Luke 1:19). Angels can even be intercepted, delaying their journey. The powerful angel who visited Daniel told the prophet he would have been there sooner, but he had been delayed for twenty-one days by the prince of Persia (Daniel 10). Though a powerful angel, he was obviously limited by both location and time. No angel is ever revealed in the Bible as having God’s power to transcend space and time; angels aren’t omnipresent.

Unlike God, angels aren’t omniscient. God knows everything (1 John 3:20); angels don’t. They didn’t know what the prophecies meant that they delivered to the earth, though they “long to look into these things” (1 Peter 1:12). God knows when the end of the world will come, but angels don’t (Matthew 24:36). While they apparently are privileged to know more than humans, they don’t know everything. They aren’t omniscient.

Why make all these points about angels? Simple. Since angels aren’t equal to God, worshiping them as God is sinful.

That point is important to make because of the great interest that now exists in angels. Our idealized image of beautiful, winged angels is everywhere, from tiny gold angel pins on shoulders to credit cards picturing angels to be carried in your wallet. Angels abound on calendars and postcards. There are books about angels and songs about angels. The appeal of seeing or knowing angels has sparked a multitude of lectures and workshops, many of them teaching all sorts of crazy, unbiblical ideas. For instance, one workshop teaches people how to pray to their angels. That shouldn’t happen.

The words of Paul are clear and apply to today’s frenzied angel seekers. “The reality, however, is found in Christ. Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. He has lost connection with the Head” (Colossians 2:17-19).

Beware of stories told by those who claim they have had contact with angels. Listen carefully to what they say. Those who replace God with angels, either in theology or practice, have gone beyond God’s clear message. Angels are servants of God, not His replacement.

WHAT ANGELS LOOK LIKE

What do angels look like? It’s hard to say, because angels can appear to humans in any form they wish. Consider a few examples:


	Satan appeared to Eve as a serpent (Genesis 3).

	Angels appeared as men to Abraham and Lot (Genesis 18-19).


	An angel appeared to Moses as flames in a burning bush (Acts 7:30).

	Angels can appear as wind or flames of fire (Hebrews 1:7).

	Angels can appear as horses and chariots of fire (2 Kings 2:11; 6:17).

	Angels can be invisible until they decide to reveal themselves to humans (Numbers 22:21-34).

	Angels can also be terrifying in appearance (Daniel 10:7-11).



There are more references, but these make the point. Angels can appear in any form they wish, perfectly disguised so that humans don’t know who they are. When the angels in Genesis 19 came to the city of Sodom, the Sodomites thought them mere men. If an angel decides to appear as a man, a human being cannot know he’s not a man unless the angel decides to reveal himself. In Hebrews 13:2, that point is made strongly: “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” Dennis won’t forget.

What do angels look like? Anything they want to look like. They could be right next to you and you wouldn’t know. They could be a flame on a candle, the wind through the window, a snake in the tree outside, or the stranger who knocks on the door. They could even stand next to you, invisible, weapon drawn, waiting to kill you just as the angel of God invisibly waited to kill Balaam.

Would you still like to see an angel?

I have mixed feelings.

Several years ago, both Time and Newsweek published articles about angels. Both made a similar point: If angels are appearing to men today, why are all the experiences good ones? Shouldn’t some bad encounters be reported? After all, aren’t some Bible references to angelic appearances stories of frightened people who didn’t like what they saw?

Both of the secular magazines saw something that many Christians seem to overlook: angels, even good ones, can be terrifying.

Daniel learned that the hard way.

Daniel certainly wasn’t a coward. He knew that the penalty for praying to God was being thrown into a pit of starving predators. But Daniel didn’t think twice: It was God he served, and it was God he prayed to. Any consequence would be faced with courage.

Kings hadn’t scared him, spending a night in close quarters with hungry lions hadn’t made him flinch; but one look at an angel, and he fainted dead away. He describes it this way, “I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless” (Daniel 10:8).

He fainted.

The angel aroused him, “A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees” (v. 10). The angel didn’t want to talk to Daniel while he was on all fours, so the angel told him to stand up. “When he said this to me, I stood up trembling” (v. 11). Daniel still couldn’t get control of himself and later in the conversation couldn’t make his mouth work. The angel touched his lips so he could speak, then Daniel said, “How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? My strength is gone and I can hardly breathe” (v. 17). The angel had to give Daniel strength to stand up, then he tried to soothe Daniel’s fear, “’Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,’ he said. ‘Peace! Be strong now; be strong’” (v. 19).

Somehow I get a kick out of that. Daniel the lion tamer was told not once but twice, “Be strong now; be strong.”

For those who long to see angels, the story in Daniel 10, as well as other biblical stories of angelic visits, should be enlightening. Think of all the stories in the Bible about humans who came into direct contact with angels who weren’t disguised. How many of them were excited and happy from the first moment? Not one. It would seem that meeting an undisguised angel is a scary occurrence.

And those are the good angels!

Think about it. If an angel disguises himself, until you check it out in the next life, you’ll never know for sure whether you’ve encountered one. If an angel doesn’t disguise himself, he’ll scare you so badly that, like Daniel, you’ll faint.

Are you finding that angels aren’t exactly as you thought? And there is much more to learn about angels that isn’t in this book. A fascinating study awaits those whose curiosity has been tickled. This book is about the role of angels in spiritual warfare, both on the good and bad sides. Angels are part of that war, but not the essence of it.

To this point, I have avoided the minefields of controversy. However, to give you a sense of how angels operate and what they are, we must move into areas pockmarked with diverse theories and wild guesses, requiring some speculation and providing excellent breeding ground for debate. It is not for controversy I write these next sections, but to reveal more about angelic power. The first is the way angels communicate with us; the second is their ability to procreate.

THE TONGUES OF ANGELS

Even if you never see an angel, it doesn’t mean that one hasn’t communicated with you.

What?

Angels don’t have to communicate through your five senses; they can communicate directly into your mind. Don’t believe me? Then explain the following verses.

The angel of God said to me in the dream, “Jacob.” I answered, “Here I am.” (Genesis 31:11)

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 1:20)

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” (Matthew 2:13)

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. (Matthew 2:19)

Though they lived centuries apart, both Jacob and Mary’s husband, Joseph, received messages from God through angels who visited their dreams. If an angel communicates directly into a dream, which of the five senses does he use: hearing, sight, taste, smell, or touch? The answer is: none of the above. Dreams are thoughts, which means the angel communicated directly into the thoughts of both Jacob and Joseph.

Realizing angels can communicate into dreams or thoughts opens new vistas of possibilities, doesn’t it? Will it change your outlook? It changed mine.

I once had a person ask me if he should pray only silently. He said his preacher had told him that Satan and his angels couldn’t know what happened in his mind and could only know what he prayed for if he prayed vocally. To avoid Satan’s intervention, the preacher said, he should never pray out loud.

No one likes eavesdroppers, especially if there is any chance the intruder could be an evil angel, but it apparently makes no difference if the prayers are vocal or silent. Remember, angels communicated into the mind of Joseph. If minds can be communicated into, they can be communicated from. With the kind of power necessary to communicate into someone’s mind, it would be a snap to detect thoughts communicated from someone’s mind. I think it logical to believe that angels can “hear” our thoughts, just as God “hears” them when we pray silently. Spiritual beings don’t use tongues or eardrums, they connect in a purer, less physical way. Angels and other spirit beings do not have human limitations. They aren’t limited by barriers of ears, eyes, and noses, unless they choose to take on human form for various time periods. Placing our fleshly constraints on them isn’t logical.

If you have agreed with any of my reasoning, you may be asking yourself a disturbing question: “If angels can project their thoughts into my thoughts, how can I know when an angel is communicating with me?” Or, “How can I know which thoughts to follow and which ones to reject? After all, my thoughts may be from me, from God, or from Satan. How can I tell the difference?”

Until chapter eighteen, when I address that question more specifically, let me share one guideline with you: If any thought comes to you that is contrary to the Bible, it isn’t from God. It’s unimportant whether it comes from Satan, one of his angels, or your own evil desire; because if you follow that thought, you are personally responsible for your sin. What is important is that you follow only the thoughts that are holy and in harmony with God’s revealed will, His Bible. Your actions come from your decisions; they are your responsibility. Angels can’t take control of your mind, because any thought they place there can be accepted or rejected—by you. “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!” (Galatians 1:8).

If the angel who preaches this other gospel is condemned, what must be the punishment of the one who believes and follows?

Reject any ungodly or evil thought.

ANGELS CAN’T PROCREATE

When God made man, He gave him the ability to make more humans. “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it’” (Genesis 1:28). We humans can procreate; we can continue the creation process by bringing more humans into God’s creation. When two people have a child, they bring a new spiritual being into existence who dwells in the body of the newborn child.

Angels apparently don’t have the ability to have baby angels. They were created when God, Jesus, and the Spirit made them (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16), but they apparently cannot join in union with other angels to produce more angels. When the Sadducees questioned Jesus about the next life, he said, “When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven” (Mark 12:25; cf. Matthew 22:30).

Was Jesus teaching that angels don’t have to marry each other but can enjoy each other sexually without a marriage bond? No, that isn’t likely. Throughout the Bible, God says over and over again that all people who have sex with each other are to be married to each other. Jesus is saying that angels, who are in spiritual form, do not have the capability of having sex and, therefore, don’t get married.

That leads to an interesting thought. If having sex is a peak experience of physical love here on earth, and if angels, who are on a higher plane, do not need or are not capable of physical union, perhaps physical lovemaking is nothing but a vague comparison to the ecstasy of heavenly life and the nonfleshly pleasures there.

Sex is a physical thing for those in physical bodies. That is why the Bible refers to those who join themselves in sexual union as having “one flesh” or “one body.” The Bible speaks of those who marry as becoming one flesh. Paul also makes it clear that sexual union makes two bodies into one whether they are married or not: “Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh’” (1 Corinthians 6:16; cf. Genesis 2:24; Malachi 2:14-15; Matthew 19:5).

Angels don’t have sexual union. Sexual union is for those in the flesh. Sexual union produces one body, one flesh—an impossibility for angels, because they don’t have bodies of flesh and bone.

Often when I make the point that angels can’t have sexual union with each other, someone brings up the difficult passage in Genesis 6, in which there is an apparent reference to angels having sexual union with human women. While the meaning of the passage is hotly disputed, there is an explanation of how angels could have had sexual union with women from earth and still not have the ability to have sexual union with other angels.

Read this disputed passage.

The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose….

The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.

The LORD saw how great mans wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. (Genesis 6:2, 4-6)

For many years I have argued that the “sons of God” in this passage refers to the descendants of Seth, while the “daughters of men” refers to the descendants of Cain. The intermarrying of the two lineages corrupted the world, as the good people were terribly influenced by the evil people. While I acknowledge that the phrase “sons of God” generally refers to angels, I have long believed that in this passage, it more likely refers to the righteous men who descended from Seth.

I admit that my explanation doesn’t answer all the questions, especially the implication that the intermarriage caused the Nephilim, the giants on the earth. Therefore, I will consider with you the possibility that “sons of God” refers to angels.

One thing is clear, if angels were involved in the process, they could not have been involved as spiritual beings; they had to have had some way of being physically intimate with those women. Angels cannot make a human woman conceive without a union of some sort.

The Holy Spirit worked a miracle on Mary, and she conceived a child without the normal human process. No male of any kind was involved; she was a virgin in every sense of the word. The virgin birth of Jesus through Mary is the only one recorded. She was unique; no virgin births involving the power of angels or any other spiritual being preceded or followed Mary’s.

The children born in Genesis 6 weren’t born to virgins upon whom angels had worked miracles. Sexual union took place; that’s why the word married is used. Angels, as spiritual beings, can’t have sex. That would, of necessity, mean that if angels are being described in Genesis 6, they took upon themselves human form complete with human capability.

Can angels do that?

Yes. Remember the angels who visited Abraham and Lot in Genesis 18 and 19? They not only looked like men but could do the same things men do. They could eat (Genesis 18:8; 19:3) and prepare themselves to sleep in bed. If spiritual beings in human form can sleep and eat and digest food, then it is also possible for them to have sex with human women while in human form.

Such a strange union would explain how their offspring were giants.

It would also put special emphasis on the words of Jesus in Matthew and Mark when He said the resurrected dead wouldn’t marry but would be like the angels in heaven. The angels who live with God in heaven have never married or had sex with any human. If any angels have had sex with women, if that is what Genesis 6 teaches, they were evil angels. And the result was a world so corrupt that God brought it to an end. He washed it clean with His flood.

Are bad angels still having sex with human women? I’ll answer that question with another question: Seen any giants around?

It seems that the union of angels and women will never again be tolerated—if it ever occurred at all. With all Satan’s power and dominion over the world, God is still more powerful, and there are certain things over which He continues to exercise magnificent control. In later chapters we will explore the power of Satan and the power of God. For now, don’t lose sleep worrying about an evil angel forcing himself on you, because God takes care of His own. I’m quite convinced God will never again (if He ever did) allow an angel to have sex with any woman—Christian or not.
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