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INTRODUCTION

How Good Is Your Bullshit Detector?

Everyone’s an expert. As kids, we breathlessly informed each other that swallowed chewing gum takes seven years to digest. My best friend likes to point out that we need eight glasses of water a day to be healthy. My uncle taught me that the alcohol burns away when you cook with wine, and a pet store cashier recently remarked to me that goldfish have a memory span of just a few seconds. A barber once instructed me that shaving causes hair to grow back even thicker, and a college classmate smugly pointed out to a group of us that glass is actually a liquid that moves very, very slowly. A tour guide once told the group that water drains out of a toilet according to the Coriolis effect, and a particular public speaker seemed to be looking at me when she said that men think about sex every seven seconds.

All of these things, however, are bullshit. Conventional wisdom is quite often not wisdom at all, just a series of old wives’ tales that we repeat to each other endlessly in a brainless worldwide game of Bullshit Telephone. I’ve always thought people are capable of believing just about anything they hear, and I intend to prove it. I bet I can make up complete fabrications about topics you’re familiar with, and that you’ll buy it–hook, line, and sinker. At least, some of the time you will.

Care to prove me wrong? I’ve collected a mountain of data on a plethora of topics, ranging from Elvis Presley to the duck-billed platypus, added a healthy dose of bullshit to the mix, then stirred it all up.

On every page, you’ll find three statements about a particular topic, of which two are true and one is a lie. Make your call, then turn the page to find out if you’re right. My wager is that more often than not, you’ll be surprised at what you find.


CHAPTER 1
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Kingdom Animalia

Currently, there are about 2 million species on the planet (that we know about), and scientists figure there are probably at least twice that many–perhaps even fifteen times that many–living and dying around us every day. Any biologist worth her salt will tell you that she’s learned enough to know just how much she doesn’t know about animals. Which is a lot.

We do know enough, however, to help preserve endangered species, to improve a sick or injured animal’s condition, and to take excellent care of our pets. We ought to know something: We humans are animals too.

But we’re more than just animals, right? We have culture, language, tools, personality, emotions, and morals, after all. That makes us something more. That’s what makes us human.

Bullshit. Different species of animals have been proven to possess each one of those things, in turn, and scientists continue to be surprised on a regular basis by what animals turn out to be capable of accomplishing.

If you doubt the fact that you know far fewer things about animals than you think you do, turn the page, spot the bullshit, and prove me wrong.

THE GIRAFFE!


	Lugging around that long neck is tiring! Giraffes are one of the sleepiest mammals around; they average a whopping fifteen hours of sleep per twenty-four-hour period. They’re great at hiding it, however: They only sleep standing up.

	The giraffe was originally called a “cameleopard.” Fourteenth-century Romans came up with the name because they thought the beast looked like a cross between a camel and a leopard. The Afrikaans language still takes its cues from the Romans, calling the giraffe the kameelperd.

	Giraffes need a serious ticker to get blood up those long necks to their brains: A giraffe heart often weighs up to 25 pounds, and can be more than 2 feet long.
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Bullsh*t! In fact, the opposite is true. Giraffes need less sleep than most other mammals, and sometimes they sleep as little as ten minutes in a given day. On average, they sleep between thirty to 120 minutes daily. While they can sleep standing up, they also curl up on the ground and sleep with their head resting on their own rump. Giraffes often doze in very short bursts, keeping their ears perked to listen for predators.

	
Fact. Those silly Romans! Have you ever seen a camel or a leopard with a 6-foot neck?

	
Fact. Giraffe hearts have special valves to regulate blood pressure, depending on whether the head is raised (eating from a tree) or lowered (drinking from a spring). Without its specialized heart, raising its head would lead to such a drastic change in blood pressure that the giraffe would faint.



THE DOG!


	The dog is the most widely kept companion animal in human history. There is approximately one dog for every seventeen people on Earth. In the United States, we have dog fever: There is one dog for every four people.

	The fox is actually a kind of dog. Domesticated silver foxes that behave just like normal dogs were bred in painstaking selective-breeding experiments that were begun sixty years ago by Soviet scientists.

	A dog’s sense of smell is so well developed that it can perceive odors at concentrations sixty times lower than a human can.




	
Fact. It is estimated that there are 400 million dogs on the planet, and 6.77 billion people. That’s one dog for every 16.9425 people. We’ll call that seventeen. Roughly 308 million people live in the U.S., and approximately 77.5 million dogs. That’s one dog for every 3.9742 people. We’ll call it four.
     While cats are more popular than dogs in the U.S (one cat for every 3.3 people), dogs have been domesticated by humans for more than 12,000 years (some experts put it closer to 100,000), whereas cats became domesticated roughly 5,000 years ago. (It’s up for debate as to whether cats are domesticated at all.)

	
Fact. The project was set up in 1959 by Soviet scientist Dmitri Belyaev. The foxes were selected based on tame behavior for over forty generations, and the project produced foxes that are extremely friendly towards humans, wag their tails, and like to lick faces.
     The term “dog” can be used to refer to any member of the family Canidae. Under this definition, foxes, wolves, jackals, and dingoes are all dogs. The prairie dog is not, in fact, a dog. (Neither is the dogfish.)

	
Bullsh*t! The dog’s ability to smell should be considered a superpower. Dogs can perceive odors at concentrations nearly 100 million times lower than a human.
     Your dog’s icky wet nose also aids its sense of smell: The wetness helps it determine the direction of the air current, which in turn helps it determine the direction a smell is coming from.



THE FALCON!


	Peregrine falcons are exceedingly rare and critically endangered, with numerous conservation efforts in full swing to keep them around. Hampering progress is the fact that peregrines are among the slowest-moving birds of prey, and are consistently outperformed in their habitat.

	All kestrels (such as the Madagascar kestrel and the gray kestrel), hobbies (such as the African hobby and the Oriental hobby), and merlins (such as the black merlin and the prairie merlin) are falcons. All falcons (such as the red-necked falcon and the bat falcon) are raptors. Eagles, hawks, and vultures are also raptors.

	A groundbreaking gene study published in 2008 suggests that falcons are actually more closely related to parrots than to hawks or eagles.
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Bullsh*t! Peregrine falcons are neither rare nor endangered. On the contrary, they can be found nearly everywhere on the planet, from the highest mountains to the densest tropics. They are the most widespread bird of prey.
     They are also hands-down the fastest animal in the world, having been clocked at 240 miles per hour during a dive.

	
Fact. The term “raptor” loosely refers to birds of prey that hunt during the day, whereas birds of prey that hunt at night are called owls.
     Kestrels, hobbies, and merlins are all members of the genus Falco and the order Falconiformes, making them falcons.

	
Fact. The finding, sponsored by the National Science Foundation’s “Assembling the Tree of Life” initiative, is counter to the assumptions made by ornithologists for decades. If proven to be true, falcons may wind up getting evicted from the order Falconiformes, which was, obviously, named after them.
     That would be like kicking Dave Matthews out of the Dave Matthews Band.



THE DUCK-BILLED PLATYPUS!


	The platypus was first discovered by European explorers in 1849, and early British settlers in Australia (its native environment) called it a beaverduck. The plural of platypus is “platypi.”

	Besides being one of just a few species of mammals that lay eggs, the platypus is one of a very few species of mammals that are actually venomous! A male platypus has a spur above the foot in each hind leg that can inject poison produced by a gland in its thigh.

	A mother platypus will nurse her young, but not with help from her nipples: She doesn’t have any. Instead milk is secreted through pores in her abdomen, which the babies scrape up with their bills.




	
Bullsh*t! European explorers discovered the animal in 1798, and British settlers commonly referred to the platypus by many names, including the watermole, duckbill, and duckmole, but not beaverduck. While colloquially used, “platypi” is not a correct pluralized form of platypus.
     There is no universally agreed-upon plural form, since both “platypus” and “platypuses” are thought to be correct in different circles.

	
Fact. The spur is about 15 millimeters long, and a platypus will use it to defend itself. The gland in the thigh is called the crural gland. While not deadly to humans, the venom can cause quite a bit of discomfort. The best way to pick up a platypus and not get poisoned is by the tip of the tail.
     Other venomous mammals are the Eurasian water shrew and the European mole.

	
Fact. While she does have mammary glands, a female platypus has no teats. It’s a good thing too–a baby platypus is born with a full set of teeth. The teeth fall out after a couple of weeks.



THE FROG!


	Many people get frogs and toads confused, but they are in fact two completely separate taxonomic groups, from different orders and families. The resemblance between the two is a biological marvel, since one has to go way back on the evolutionary timeline to find a common ancestor.

	Frogs of the genus Ceratophrys are known as pacman frogs, because of their huge mouths and round shape, as well as their tendency to try to swallow anything that they can fit their prodigious mouths around, including fish, mice, lizards, and even birds.

	Frogs are biological wonders: They have no external ears, a great many are able to breathe and drink through their skin, and most frogs actually have teeth.
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Bullsh*t! Taxonomy makes no distinction between frogs and toads. In fact, contrary to widely held belief, all toads are frogs. This explains why they resemble one another so closely! All frogs and toads are amphibians of the order Anura, and many species of frog and toad come from the same family.

	
Fact. A pacman frog will sometimes even try to swallow things it can’t get its mouth around, such as rodents twice its size. Unfortunately, this practice typically causes the frog to suffocate and die. Such frogs are fearless and some will actually leap at and attack anything that threatens them, even if vastly overmatched, such as a human.
     Pacman frogs will even try to swallow other pacman frogs, including their mates. For this reason, pet stores helpfully suggest you keep them in separate tanks.

	
Fact. Rather than ears, frogs have tympanums, a structure similar to a drumhead. Frogs do have inner ears.
     Frog skin is water-permeable, which means water can be absorbed through the skin. Many frogs absorb oxygen in the same way. The permeable skin does leave frogs vulnerable to drying out, which is why we often observe frogs crouching in water.
     Most frogs actually do have teeth, generally in the form of one row of upper teeth, or maxillary teeth. They often have teeth further back on the roof of their mouths as well, or vomerine teeth. Frogs never have lower teeth. The teeth aren’t used to chew–frogs generally swallow their food whole.



THE SKUNK!


	Keeping skunks as pets is illegal in many states, and in all of Canada. Still, there is a major underground movement advocating the little stinkers as excellent companion animals. Much like declawing, pet skunks are routinely de-scented by a veterinarian-performed surgical procedure.

	The word “skunk” comes from the Algonquian word segonku, which literally means “one who squirts.” The German word for skunk is Stinktier.

	The skunk’s powerful scent is emitted from a single small gland at the base of the tail. The skunk only has enough juice for one healthy spray before it needs to “recharge,” but it is a doozy: It can spray up to 9 feet!




	
Fact. Once the scent gland is removed, skunks make excellent pets. Domesticated skunks are intelligent, curious, and can be very loving and cuddly. At press time, about 30 percent of states allow skunk ownership. There are many activists in other states and Canada pressing for legalization.
     Some qualified vets can perform an operation to remove the scent gland. In the U.K., owning skunks as pets is perfectly legal, but the operation is not, making the idea thoroughly impractical. (Unless you have no sense of smell and hate houseguests.)

	
Fact. “Skunk” is a corruption of the Abenaki word segonku or segongw. The Abenaki people are a subdivision of the Algonquian nation.

	
Bullsh*t! The skunk has two anal scent glands, one on either side. The skunk can blast a full spray five or six times before it needs to let the chemicals build up again, which can take over a week. The skunk can spray with great accuracy, and up to 16 feet!
     Anything that can spray you with its butt up to six times from across the room is something worth avoiding at all costs.



THE COCKROACH!


	The cockroach is so hardy that some species can survive without food for a month, can be submerged for forty-five minutes or more without drowning, can regenerate lost limbs, and can even walk away after being nuked in a microwave.

	The green banana cockroach is a popular pet because of its bright green color and ability to fly, while the Florida woods cockroach is not because of its ability to emit a very persistent, very foul odor.

	The Central American giant cockroach is the heaviest insect in the world: It routinely grows to lengths of 5 inches or more, and can weigh in at nearly 60 grams, or about as much as eleven U.S. quarters.




	
Fact. Cockroaches truly are incredible little creatures. Perhaps most shocking is their ability to sometimes survive a microwave oven at full blast. There are two main explanations for the phenomenon:
     First, roaches have very little water in their physical makeup. Microwave radiation causes water molecules in our TV dinners to vibrate, which causes friction, and, consequently, heat.
     Second, microwave ovens do not spread their heating power uniformly throughout the chamber. Many have carousels to keep the food moving through the most intense focus points of the heat. A savvy cockroach can actually flee to the coolest parts of the oven.

	
Fact. The green banana cockroach is lime green and generally not regarded as a pest since they prefer to remain outdoors. They are very strong flyers.
     The Florida woods cockroach is often called a palmetto bug or a skunk roach.

	
Bullsh*t! The heaviest insect in the world is the goliath beetle, native to Africa, which can grow to more than 4 inches long and weigh in at 100 grams or more, which is about the weight of a newborn kitten.
     The heaviest cockroach is the Australian burrowing cockroach, which can reach 3.5 inches in length, and weigh in at 30 grams. The Central American giant cockroach routinely grows to the same length, but is nowhere near as heavy.



THE BABOON!


	Baboons are large terrestrial monkeys with a dog-like muzzle. Unlike many monkeys, they do not have a prehensile tail. There are five species of baboon, and they are some of the largest examples of non-hominid primates.

	The reason that many baboons have bright red butts is because of their accretion disc, a large, sensitive gland that regulates hormones in the primate’s body. It serves a dual purpose–a baboon flashing its crimson rear end is a signal of aggression and a warning to potential predators.

	In Egyptian mythology, Babi was a baboon god. Babi was bloodthirsty and a consumer of souls, and one of the gods of the underworld. Babi was also believed to be the god of the virility of the dead. Ancient Egyptians would pray to Babi in order to avoid impotence in the afterlife.
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Fact. Baboons are Old World monkeys. New World monkeys are known for their prehensile tails, which are tails that have adapted to gripping, grasping, and manipulating objects. Baboons have tails, but cannot grip anything with them.
     The five species of baboon are the chacma baboon, the guinea baboon, the olive baboon, the yellow baboon, and the hamadryas baboon.

	
Bullsh*t! When a baboon displays its backside, it is a sign of submission, not aggression. When females are ready to mate, their bums will get pinker and more swollen, and she will display it. Males will even present their butts to other males when they want to capitulate.
     Baboon rear ends are protruding because of ischial callosities, which is a fancy name for calluses. They make the baboon’s bum less sensitive, so they can sit for long periods of time and even sleep while sitting in a tree.
     Accretion discs are structures formed by diffuse material in orbit around a central body, such as a star or black hole. They are space phenomena and have absolutely nothing to do with baboon butts.

	
Fact. Babi or Baba, roughly translated, means “Bull of the Baboons.” Babi was the son of Osiris, god of the dead, and was said to stand next to a lake of fire in the underworld and devour the souls of the unrighteous.
     Many ancient Egyptians believed that living baboons were actually dead ancestors.



THE HUMMINGBIRD!


	The world’s smallest living bird is the bee hummingbird, native to Cuba. The bee hummingbird grows to the same length as the short side of a standard business card and weighs less than one.

	Hummingbirds have the highest metabolism of any living animal. The fastest heart rate ever measured in a hummingbird is 450 beats per minute. Fast living means fast dying: Hummingbirds have a lifespan of about a year.

	Hummingbirds hover by beating their wings at an extremely high velocity–often as fast as 100 beats per second. Hummingbirds routinely fly at 30 miles per hour, and can dive at 60 miles per hour. They are the only species of bird that can fly backward.
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Fact. The bee hummingbird grows to slightly less than 2 inches, and weighs less than 2 grams. That’s less than the weight of a dime, and less than the combined weight of two one-dollar bills! (It’s less than two hundred-dollar bills as well, for that matter.)
     A bee hummingbird nest is about 1 inch wide, and bee hummingbird eggs are about the size of a pea.

	
Bullsh*t! You could only claim that hummingbirds have the highest metabolism of any animal if you exclude insects. A blue-throated hummingbird was once measured to have a heart rate of 1,260 beats per minute.
     Such a high metabolism means hummingbirds have to consume several times their weight in nectar per day, and are constantly only hours away from death by starvation.
     Still, they soldier on, and are longevity wonders when you take into account their incredible metabolic rate. Average American hummingbirds live for three to five years, and several species routinely live for longer than a decade. One hummingbird in captivity lived for seventeen years.

	
Fact. There is actually quite a range in wing beats per second–the giant hummingbird’s wings beat about nine times per second, medium-sized species beat around twenty times per second, and the smallest species can get up to a hundred.
     Hummingbirds can rotate their wings and actually get power from both the upstroke and the downstroke. As a consequence, they can hover and fly side to side, as well as forward and backward. No other birds can do this; physicists are actively studying hummingbirds in hopes of improving our own understanding of aerodynamics.



THE PANDA!


	Pandas are by far the most expensive animal to keep in American zoos. They are five times more costly than the elephant, which is the second most expensive.

	Pandas, like all bears, are members of the scientific family Muridae. Their closest evolutionary relatives are dogs, of the family Canidae. The panda’s closest living relative is Ailurus fulgens, or the red panda, which is extremely dog-like.

	Pandas are notoriously reluctant to mate in captivity. Many outside-the-box methods to encourage reproduction have been attempted, including showing the lazy bears “panda porn” and even dosing them with Viagra.
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Fact. The biggest culprit is the Chinese government, which regularly charges foreign zoos $1 million per year per panda on loan. If cubs are born, then China increases the price, by another $500,000 or so.
     Pandas require upwards of eighty pounds of bamboo per day for their diet, which only adds to the price tag.

	
Bullsh*t! Pandas, like all bears, are members of the scientific family Ursidae. (Muridae are mice.) Ursidae’s closest relatives are the superfamily Pinnipedia, which, believe it or not, are comprised of seals, walruses, and sea lions.
     The panda’s closest living relative is the South American spectacled bear.
     Dogs, walruses, bears, and skunks are all members of the suborder Caniformia, which means that bears and dogs are more closely related to each other than they are to other mammals such as rodents, cats, kangaroos, and humans.
     Red pandas are not bears at all, and they are extremely cat-like.

	
Fact. Panda breeders in China have all but torn their hair out in search of ways to encourage copulation. Among the many things they have tried are artificial insemination, special herbs, Viagra, and showing videos of pandas mating, popularly referred to as “panda porn.”



THE COW!


	The sport of cow-tipping has been debunked as being largely myth. It would be impossible for one or two people to tip over a full-sized, healthy cow. Five people could conceivably do it, but only if the cow were rigid and completely unresponsive, which is unlikely, since cows do not sleep standing up.

	Cows have four stomachs, each of which perform a unique digestive function. They are called the triclinium, the caldarium, the apodyterium, and the puteus. The triclinium is the largest.

	Cattle use 30 percent of the world’s land surface (there is one cow for every five people on the planet), and are one of the very biggest contributors to harmful greenhouse gases in our atmosphere, even ahead of cars! The majority of the gas released comes from cow burps, farts, and poop.
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Fact. Cows do not sleep standing up, but they can doze while chewing their cud. Still, cows are wary and easily disturbed, so sneaking up on one would be particularly difficult.
     According to a 2005 study by zoologists, tipping over a cow would require 2,910 newtons of force, or the equivalent of 4.43 people. This would require the cow to be as still as a statue. Cows, like most animals on legs, would brace themselves against the force, which would make them even more difficult to tip.

	
Bullsh*t! Technically, cows have one stomach with four compartments. They are called the rumen, the reticulum, the omasum, and the abomasum. The rumen is the largest.
     Triclinium, caldarium, apodyterium, and puteus are all architectural features of ancient Roman bathhouses.

	
Fact. There are an estimated 1.3 billion cattle in the world, and roughly 6.77 billion people.
     The automotive industry produces rawer CO2 than livestock, but if you measure CO2-equivalent gases, cattle production as a whole produces 18 percent of human-related greenhouse gases released into our atmosphere, which is more than cars. The livestock sector produces 37 percent of anthropogenic methane (which has twenty-three times the global warming potential of CO2), 65 percent of anthropogenic nitrous oxide (296 times the global warming potential of CO2), and 64 percent of anthropogenic ammonia emissions (which causes acid rain).
     The methane comes from “enteric fermentation,” which is science speak for burps and farts, and the nitrous oxide comes from manure, a.k.a. poop.



THE SQUIRREL!


	The Himalayan mole, the Florida water rat, and the pygmy beaver are not moles, rats, or beavers at all: They are actually each a species of squirrel.

	A flying squirrel doesn’t in fact fly, but glides from tree to tree. It does so with help from its patagium, a furry membrane that stretches between its limbs to form a kind of wing. It can use its tail as an airfoil, increasing drag when it needs to brake and land on a tree branch.

	While most squirrels are known for eating seeds and nuts, the thirteen-lined ground squirrel, native to North America, is much more vicious: In addition to seeds and nuts, it is known to eat insects, birds, mice, snakes, and even other thirteen-lined ground squirrels.




	
Bullsh*t! The Himalayan mole is a mole, the Florida water rat is a muskrat, and the pygmy beaver does not exist.
     But, believe it or not, the chipmunk, the marmot, and the prairie dog are all squirrels.

	
Fact. Flying squirrels have been recorded gliding as far as 295 feet!
     Another good name for a flying squirrel is “bird food,” since they are heavily preyed upon by nocturnal owls.

	
Fact. Thirteen-lined ground squirrels are omnivorous, and around 50 percent of their diet is meat.
     As the name suggests, these squirrels have thirteen alternating brown and white lines running the length of their bodies. They are also sometimes known as the leopard squirrel, the striped gopher, or the squinney.



THE EARTHWORM!


	Earthworms are hermaphrodites, and have both testes and ovaries. However, an earthworm cannot fertilize itself.

	A study by Rothamsted Research suggests that rich farmland can have as many as 1,750,000 earthworms per acre, which means, on a dairy farm, the worms below can easily outweigh the livestock above.

	The giant Palouse earthworm from Washington State is the world’s longest species of earthworm, regularly growing to lengths of up to 7 feet.
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Fact. Earthworms do copulate with each other to reproduce. When they do, both individuals release sperm to fertilize the other’s eggs. Earthworms have a thick band, called a clitellum, which oozes a thick fluid sometime after copulation to make a cocoon. The earthworm deposits its own eggs and the other worm’s sperm into the cocoon.
     Some types of earthworm can reproduce by themselves via parthenogenesis. But this process is asexual and produces a clone.

	
Fact. Darwin, in his time, was a great student of the earthworm. He suggested that each acre of garden land contained 53,000 worms, a figure that Rothamsted Research has significantly increased with their recent findings.
     According to Rothamsted, even poor soil can have as many as 250,000 worms per acre.

	
Bullsh*t! The world’s longest earthworms are African giant earthworms, which have been recorded to grow as long as 22 feet and can weigh in at more than 3 pounds.
     The giant Palouse earthworm is still a shocking specimen–they are albino, sometimes more than an inch thick, and can grow up to 3½ feet long.



THE SNOW LEOPARD!


	Classified as “small” cats, snow leopards make up for their diminutive size with a powerful jump: A snow leopard can leap 20 feet in a single bound.

	Snow leopard tails are thicker and longer in proportion to their body than other big cats. These chunky tails are very useful in helping the snow leopard balance on steep slopes, and are wrapped around the body and face of the cat at night, acting effectively as a blanket.

	The snow leopard is the symbol of the Girl Scouts Association of Kyrgyzstan.




	
Bullsh*t! Snow leopards are sometimes classified as medium cats, and sometimes as large. They can leap as far as 45 feet in a single bound (3 feet shy of the length between half court and a basketball net). This incredible bound is useful for the ambush, which is the preferred method of hunting for the snow leopard.
     Snow leopards are typically between 31 and 50 inches long, making them, mathematically, medium-sized. Other mediums are cougars, ocelots, lynxes, and mountain lions. Big cats such as lions and tigers are much larger than the snow leopard, and small cats, such as the Andean mountain cat and the margay, are much smaller.
     Like small cats, snow leopards purr but cannot roar.

	
Fact. Snow leopard tails are extremely flexible and can grow to more than a meter long, nearly as long as the cat itself! They are stocky with stores of fat. The mass of the tail makes it even more effective for balancing, and for face-warming at night.

	
Fact. Snow leopards carry a lot of symbolic meaning in Central Asia, where you’ll find them on many coats of arms, badges, emblems, and even some currency.



THE ELEPHANT!


	Elephants are the only surviving members of the scientific order Proboscidea, which once included the 26-foot-long Stegodon, the Platybelodon with its huge shovel-shaped tusks, the Cuvieronius with its long spiral-shaped tusks, the Anancus with tusks as long as its body, the huge and shaggy wooly mammoth, and the similarly hairy American mastodon.

	We often see elephants as gentle giants, but in truth, they are often very aggressive, violent, and dangerous. Recently, in India, elephants have mounted raids against human villages, killing hundreds of people.

	While the human body contains approximately 2,000 major muscles, there are nearly 10,000 muscles in an elephant’s trunk alone!
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Fact. Asian and African elephants are the only members left of what was a big, diverse family of enormous mammals.
     In English, we often facetiously use the term “proboscis” to mean nose, but it actually means “an elongated appendage on the head of an animal.” A butterfly has a proboscis, as does an elephant, and you could make a case that my Uncle Mort does as well.

	
Fact. Elephants have been killing people and destroying villages in India, and, scarily, the incidents appear to be increasing in frequency. Many experts believe that the attacks are actually vindictive–a response to poaching and destruction of their habitat.
     Elephant violence and aggression aren’t new, though. Trained war elephants were used in battle by the Greek general Pyrrhus of Epirus, and the Carthaginian military commander Hannibal.

	
Bullsh*t! In terms of major muscles, an elephant’s trunk has 40,000, and broken up into the individual muscle units, it has more than 100,000!
     The human body only has between 600 and 900 major muscles, depending on your criteria.
     A full-sized elephant, with its trunk alone, can lift objects in the neighborhood of 500 pounds. The trunk is also dexterous and sensitive enough to pick a single blade of grass or take a coin from the ground.



THE MANATEE!


	Manatees belong to the order Sirenia, which comes from the Latin syreni, meaning “mermaid.” The name “manatee” is believed to be derived from the Carib word manati, which means “breast.”

	A manatee can grow as long as 12 feet and can weigh nearly 4,000 pounds! It makes sense that they can be so large–their closest living relative is the elephant.

	While Florida manatees typically swim too deep to be threatened by recreational boat traffic, there have been a handful of cases where manatees have been injured by collisions with hulls and propellers. Recently, an individual manatee was discovered with scar patterns from a record three separate boat collisions.
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