

















Introduction


Barron’s AP European History Flashcards are aligned to the most recent College 



Board AP European History curriculum. They are intended to support and supplement 


textbook, classroom-based, and online learning to prepare students for the College 


Board AP European History exam, but they will be useful to students in courses 


covering any part of European history from c. 1200 CE to Today.


The cards are presented in a logical order but can be rearranged to suit individual 


study needs on specific topics. Key terms and names of works of art and literature 


appear to exemplify movements. As curiosity moves you, please search for additional 


information on topics, including images and recordings. It is impossible to crunch 


centuries of European culture into this set of flashcards while doing justice to authors, 


artists, architects, and composers who have left us timeless masterpieces! I hope 


these cards are just a beginning for you and spur you to learn more.
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The cards are organized into four main time periods separated by epoch-ending 


events. A short survey of the Late Middle Ages lays the ground for Period 1: c. 1450 AD 


to c. 1648 AD from the Italian Renaissance to the end of the Wars of Religion with the 


Peace of Westphalia. Period 2: c. 1648 to c. 1815 begins in the Age of Louis XIV and 


ends with the Congress of Vienna after Napoleon’s downfall. Period 3: c. 1815 to c. 


1914 runs from the Industrial Revolution to the outbreak of the First World War. Period 


4: c. 1914 to Today includes both World Wars, the Cold War, and events up to Britain’s 



exit from the European Union, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Russian invasion of Ukraine.


The cards identify seven major themes of the course. (1) Global Interactions 



of Europe and the World surveys Europe’s political, economic, social, and 



cultural exchanges with non-European societies. (2) Economic and Commercial 



Developments examines the emergence of capitalism and its social, political, and 



cultural effects. (3) Cultural and Intellectual Developments explores the creation 



and transmission of knowledge, and the movement from a medieval world view 


based on clerical interpretation of biblical scripture to a modern world view based 
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on advanced science and existential philosophy. (4) States and Other Institutions 



of Power overviews the development of modern nation-states, shifts in the balance 



of power, and founding of supranational organizations including the European Union 


and United Nations. (5) Social Organization and Development investigates issues 


of social identity, including class, family, and gender. (6) National and European 



Identity considers the emergence of regional, national, and European identities. 



(7) Technological and Scientific Innovation looks at the intended and unintended 



consequences of technologies that have increased efficiency, improved daily life, 


andshaped human interactions. Major developments in each of these seven themes 


are summarized at the start of each of the four time periods. Focusing on these 


thematic summaries can help you see the big picture and better understand changes 


and continuities over time.


A short section is also devoted to six Historical Thinking Skills and three Historical 


Reasoning Processes. Mastering these skills and processes allows you to properly 


reflect on the past and craft evidence-based narratives to explain it and is essential 
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to excelling at the written portion of the College Board AP exam consisting of short-


answer questions, a document-based question, and a long free-response essay 


question.


I hope you emerge with a better understanding of our shared global culture and are 


inspired to always keep learning!
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Themes and Their Symbols


1. Global Interactions of 


Europe and the World 


3. Cultural and 


Intellectual 


Developments


4. States and Other 


Institutions of Power 


5. Social Organization 


and Development 


6. National and 


European Identity


7. Technological and 


Scientific Innovation


2. Economic 


and Commercial 


Developments 




Interaction of 


Europe and the 


World


Poverty & 


Prosperity


States/Other 


Institutions of 


Power


Cultural and 


Intellectual 


Developments


Technological And 


Scientific 
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Individual & 


Society


National And 


European Identity
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Contents


Card No. Theme No.


Themes of AP European History



 1. Europe and the World, c. 1450–c. 1815 1



 2. Europe and the World, c. 1815–Today 1



 3. Economics, c. 1450–c. 1815 2



 4. Economics, c. 1815–Today 2



 5. Culture, c. 1450–c. 1815 3



 6. Culture, c. 1815–Today 3



 7. Power, c. 1450–c. 1815 4



 8. Power, c. 1815–Today 4



 9. Society, c. 1450–c. 1815 5



 10. Society, c. 1815–Today 5



 11. Identity, c. 1450–c. 1815 6



 12. Identity, c. 1815–Today 6



 13. Science, c. 1450–c. 1815 7



 14. Science, c. 1815–Today 7


Card No. Theme No.


Historical Thinking Skills and Historical 


Reasoning Processes



 15. Developments and Processes 



 16. Sourcing and Situation 



 17. Claims and Evidence in Sources 


 18. Contextualization 



 19. Making Connections 


 20. Argumentation 


 21. Comparison 


 22. Causation 



 23. Continuity and Change 


Prelude: The Late Middle Ages, 



c. 1200–c. 1450 



 24. Christianity 3



 25. Roman Catholic Church: Theology 4
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Card No. Theme No.



 26. Roman Catholic Church: Hierarchy 4



 27. Roman Catholic Church: Culture 3


    
 28. Roman Catholic Church: Influence  4



 29. Roman Catholic Church: Decline 4



 30. Feudal Society 5



 31. Late Medieval Economy 2



 32. Late Medieval Demographics 5



 33. Late Medieval Law 4



 34. The Hundred Years’ War 4



 35. Invasions 4


Period 1: Florence to Westphalia, 



c. 1450–c. 1648 



 36. Thematic Overview: Europe and 



the World 1



 37. Thematic Overview: Economics 2



 38. Thematic Overview: Culture 3



 39. Thematic Overview: Power 4



 40. Thematic Overview: Society 5


Card No. Theme No.



 41. Thematic Overview: Identity 6



 42. Thematic Overview: Science 7


1.1: Renaissance, c. 1450–c. 1648



 43. Early Modern Society: Traditional 


Agriculture 2



 44. Early Modern Society: Commercial 


Agriculture 2



 45. Early Modern Society: Western 



European Serfdom 2



 46. Early Modern Society: Eastern 



European Serfdom 2



 47. Early Modern Society: Towns and Cities 2



 48. Early Modern Society: Public Morality 5



 49. Early Modern Society: Women 5



 50. Early Modern Society: Folk Culture 3



 51. Early Modern Society: Communal 



Norms 5



 52. Early Modern Society: Witchcraft 3
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Card No. Theme No.



 53. Renaissance Italy: City-States 2



 54. Renaissance Italy: Humanism 3



 55. Renaissance Italy: The Humanities 3



 56. Renaissance Italy: Politics 4



 57. Renaissance Italy: Early 



Renaissance Art 3



 58. Renaissance Italy: High 



Renaissance Art 3



 59. The Printing Press 7



 60. Northern Renaissance: Art 3



 61. Northern Renaissance: Writing 3



 62. Political Theory 4



 63. The Military Revolution 7



 64. New Monarchies: Trastámara Spain 4



 65. New Monarchies: Valois France 4



 66. New Monarchies: Tudor England 4



 67. The Holy Roman Empire 4



 68. The Italian Wars 4


Card No. Theme No.



 69. Diplomacy 4



 70. Hapsburg Spain 4



 71. The Spanish Golden Age 3



 72. Elizabethan England 4



 73. Swedish Golden Age: Rise 4



 74. Swedish Golden Age: Decline 4



 75. Commonwealth of Poland-Lithuania 4



 76. Tsardom of Russia 4



 77. Ottoman Expansion 4



 78. Ottoman Culture 3


1.2: Reformation, c. 1450–c. 1648



 79. Church Abuses 4



 80. Christian Mysticism 3



 81. Christian Humanism 3



 82. Alchemy and Astrology 7



 83. The Protestant Reformation: Martin 


Luther 4
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Card No. Theme No.



 84. The Protestant Reformation: 


Lutheranism 4



 85. The Protestant Reformation: Calvinism 4



 86. The Protestant Reformation: 


Anglicanism 4



 87. The Protestant Reformation: 



The English Religious Settlement 4



 88. The Protestant Reformation: Puritanism 4



 89. The Protestant Reformation: 



Anabaptism 4



 90. The Catholic Reformation: Papal 



Reform 4



 91. The Catholic Reformation: Religious 


Orders 4



 92. Mannerism 3



 93. Baroque Architecture 3



 94. Baroque Painting 3



 95. Baroque Music 3


Card No. Theme No.



 96. The Wars of Religion: German 



Peasants’ Revolt 4



 97. The Wars of Religion: 



Schmalkaldic War 4



 98. The Wars of Religion: The Eighty 



Years’ War 4



 99. The Wars of Religion: French 



Huguenots 4


100. The Wars of Religion: French 



Civil Wars 4


101. The Thirty Years’ War: Bohemian 



Phase 4


102. The Thirty Years’ War: Danish and 


Swedish Phases 4


103. The Thirty Years’ War: French Phase 4


104. The Thirty Years’ War: The Catalan 



Revolt 4


105. The Thirty Years’ War: Consequences 4
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Card No. Theme No.


106. The Peace of Westphalia 4


107. Paganism 3


108. Judaism 3


109. Orthodoxy 3


110. Islam 3


111. Religious Tolerance 3


1.3: Exploration, c. 1450–c. 1648


112. Late Medieval Trade 2


113. Early Banking 2


114. Venture Capitalism 2


115. Hanseatic League 2


116. The Bourgeoisie 5


117. French Nobles of the Robe 5


118. English Gentry 5


119. Spanish Caballeros and Hidalgos 5


120. Sailing Technology 7


121. Motives for Exploration 2


122. The Columbian Exchange 1


Card No. Theme No.


123. The First Global Age 1


124. Portuguese Exploration 1


125. Portuguese Empire 1


126. Spanish Exploration 1


127. Spanish Conquest 1


128. Spanish Viceroyalties 1


129. Spanish Colonial Society 1


130. Spanish Main 1


131. French Empire 1


132. English Sea Dogs 1


133. English Empire 1


134. British North America 1


135. Dutch Exploration 1


136. Dutch Empire 1


Period 2: Westphalia to Vienna, 



c. 1648–c. 1815


137. Thematic Overview: Europe and 



the World 1
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Card No. Theme No.


138. Thematic Overview: Economics 2


139. Thematic Overview: Culture 3


140. Thematic Overview: Power 4


141. Thematic Overview: Society 5


142. Thematic Overview: Identity 6


143. Thematic Overview: Science 7


2.1: Sovereignty, c. 1648–c. 1815


144. English Civil War: Causes 4


 145.   English Civil War: Conflict  4


 146.   English Civil War: The Three Kingdoms  4


147. English Civil War: Consequences 4


148. British Constitutionalism: Stuart


Restoration 4


149. British Constitutionalism: The


GloriousRevolution  4


150. British Constitutionalism: The Act of 


Union 4


Card No. Theme No.


151. British Constitutionalism: Prime 



Ministers 4


152. British Constitutionalism: The 



Hanoverian Dynasty 4


153. Dutch Republic: Golden Age 4


154. Dutch Republic: Finance 2


155. Dutch Republic: Stadtholders 4


156. Dutch Republic: Anglo-Dutch Wars 4


157. Absolute Monarchy 4


158. French Absolutism: Richelieu and 



Mazarin 4


159. French Absolutism: The Fronde 4


160. French Absolutism: Louis XIV of 



France 4


161. French Absolutism: Universal 



Monarchy 4
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Card No. Theme No.


162. Tsarist Autocracy: Peter the Great of 


Russia 4


163. Tsarist Autocracy: Saint Petersburg 4


164. Enlightened Absolutism: Catherine 



the Great of Russia 4


165. Prussia: Great Elector Frederick 



William 4


166. Prussia: Frederick William I, the 



Soldier King  4


167. Enlightened Absolutism: Frederick II, 



the Great, of Prussia 4


168. The Austrian Hapsburgs 4


169. Enlightened Absolutism: Maria 



Theresa of Austria 4


170. Enlightened Absolutism: Joseph II 



of Austria 4


171. Partitions of Poland 4


Card No. Theme No.


2.2: Commerce, c. 1648–c. 1815


172. 18th-Century Society 5


173. 18th-Century Family 5


174. 18th-Century Cities 5


175. 18th-Century Crime 5


176. The Agricultural Revolution 2


177. Malthusian Catastrophe 2


178. Cottage Industry 2


179. Property Rights 2


180. The Atlantic Economy 2


181. Mercantilism 2


182. Finance 2


183. Physiocrats 2


184. The Free Market 2


185. Consumer Culture: Sugar 2


186. Consumer Culture: Stimulants 2


187. Consumer Culture: Coffee 2
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Card No. Theme No.


188. Consumer Culture: Genteel Elegance 2


189. Transatlantic Slave Trade 2


190. Abolition of Slavery 2


191. Piracy: Corsairs and Buccaneers 2


192. Piracy: Privateers and Pirates 2


2.3: Reason, c. 1648–c. 1815


193.   The Scientific Revolution: Aristotelian 


Cosmology 7


 194.   The Scientific Revolution: Scientific 


Method 7


 195.   The Scientific Revolution: Medicine  7


 196.   The Scientific Revolution: Heliocentric 


Theory 7


 197.   The Scientific Revolution: Clockwork 


Universe 7


 198.   The Scientific Revolution: Women of 


Science 7


Card No. Theme No.


199. The Social Contract: Thomas Hobbes 4


200. The Social Contract: John Locke 4


201. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 1 3


202. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 2 3


203. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 3 3


204. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 4 3


205. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 5 3


206. The Enlightenment: Philosophes 6 3


207. The Enlightenment: The Rights of 



Women 5


208. The Enlightenment: Enlightened


Absolutism 4


209. The Enlightenment: Salons 3


210. The Enlightenment: The Literate Public 3


211. “Primitive Savages” 1


212. “Noble Savages” 1


213. Earthly Paradise 1
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Card No. Theme No.


214. Africans 1


215. Orientalists 1


216. Natural Religion 3


217. Religious Toleration 3


218. Rococo 3


219. Neoclassicism 3


220. Classical Music 3


221. 18th-Century British Literature 3


2.4: Revolution, c. 1648–c. 1815


222. The Colonies: Spanish America 1


223. The Colonies: French and British Wars 1


224. The Colonies: Salutary Neglect 1


225. The Colonies: American Revolution 1


226. The Colonies: India 1


227. The French Revolution: Causes 4


228. The French Revolution: Outbreak 4


229. The French Revolution: Liberal Victories 4


Card No. Theme No.


230. The French Revolution: The 



First Republic 4


231. The French Revolution: Jacobins 4


232. The French Revolution: The Reign of 


Terror 4


233. The French Revolution: 



De-Christianization 3


234. The French Revolution: Republican 


Women 5


235. The French Revolution: Revolutionary 


Reforms 4


236. The French Revolution: Revolutionary 


Wars 4


237. The Haitian Revolution 1


238. The Napoleonic Empire: Rise 4


239. The Napoleonic Empire: Apex 4


240. The Napoleonic Empire: Reforms 4
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Card No. Theme No.


241. The Napoleonic Empire: Control 4


242. The Napoleonic Empire: Nationalism 6


243. The Napoleonic Empire: Fall 4


244. Latin American Revolutions 1


245. The Congress of Vienna 4


246. Romanticism: Emotional Reaction 3


247. Romanticism: Zeitgeist 3


248. Romanticism: Nature and Genius 3


249. Romanticism: History, Myth, and Wonder 3


250. Romanticism: Storm and Stress 3


251. Romanticism: Literature 3


Period 3: Vienna to Sarajevo, 



c. 1815–c. 1914


252. Thematic Overview: Europe 



and the World 1


253. Thematic Overview: Economics 2


Card No. Theme No.


254. Thematic Overview: Culture 3


255. Thematic Overview: Power 4


256. Thematic Overview: Society 5


257. Thematic Overview: Identity 6


258. Thematic Overview: Science 7


3.1: Industry, c. 1815–c. 1914


259. Industrial Revolution: British Production 2


260. Industrial Revolution: British


Transportation 7


261. Industrial Revolution: British Capital 2


262. Industrial Revolution: Women and 


Children 5


263. Industrial Revolution: Spread of 


Industrialization 2


264. Industrial Revolution: France 2


265. Industrial Revolution: Germany 2
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Card No. Theme No.


266. Industrial Revolution: Russia 2


267. Industrial Revolution: Austria-Hungary 2


268. Industrial Revolution: Spain and Italy 2


269. Second Industrial Revolution: Steel 7


270. Second Industrial Revolution: Land 


Transportation 7


271. Second Industrial Revolution: Sea 


Transportation 7


272. Second Industrial Revolution: Air 


Transportation 7


273. Second Industrial Revolution:


Newspapers 7


274. Second Industrial Revolution:


Communication 7


275. Second Industrial Revolution: 



Research and Development 7


276. 19th-Century Business 2


Card No. Theme No.


277. Urbanization: Population Growth 5


278. Urbanization: Public Health 5


279. Urbanization: City Planning 5


280. Urbanization: Infrastructure 5


281. Urbanization: Public Services 5


282. Irish Potato Famine 2


283. Emigration 1


284. Social Class: Aristocracy 5


285. Social Class: Bourgeoisie 5


286. Social Class: Cult of Domesticity 5


287. Social Class: Proletariat 5


288. La Belle Époque: Standard of Living 2



289. La Belle Époque: Labor-Saving 



Devices 2


290. La Belle Époque: Advertising 2



291. La Belle Époque: Sports 3



292. La Belle Époque: Popular Leisure 3
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3.2: Ideology, c. 1815–c. 1914


293. Political Ideologies: The Political


Spectrum 4


294. Political Ideologies: Conservatism 4


295. Political Ideologies: Classical 



Liberalism 4


296. Political Ideologies: Radicalism 4


297. Political Ideologies: Social Liberalism 4


298. Political Ideologies: Utopian 



Socialism 4


299. Political Ideologies: Communism 4


300. Political Ideologies: Anarchism 4


301. The Concert of Europe 4


302. Nationalism: Ethnic States 6


303. Nationalism: Unifying 6


304. Nationalism: Liberating 6


    305. Liberal Revolutions 4


Card No. Theme No.


306. July Revolution of 1830 4


307. 1848 Revolutions: Springtime of Nations 4


308. 1848 Revolutions: France 4


309. 1848 Revolutions: Italy 4


310. 1848 Revolutions: Austria 4


311. 1848 Revolutions: Germany 4


312. Mass Politics 4


313. Labor Movements 4


314. Women’s Suffrage 5


315. The Deserving Poor 5


316. German State Socialism 2


317. Public Education 5


3.3: Empire, c. 1815–c. 1914


318. Pax Britannica 1


319. The Crimean War 4


320. The Second French Empire and 



Third Republic 4
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Card No. Theme No.


321. The Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary 4


 322.   Italian Unification  6


323. The German Question 6


 324.   German Unification  6


325. Russian Modernization 4


326. Russian Revolutionary Parties 4


327. Russian Repression 4


328. Aryan Theory 6


329. The “Wandering Jew” 6


330. Anti-Semitism 6


331. Zionism 6


332. The New Imperialism: 19th-Century 


Weapons 7


333. The New Imperialism: Types of Colonies 1


334. The New Imperialism: The Civilizing 


Mission 1


335. The New Imperialism: The Great Game 1


Card No. Theme No.


336. The New Imperialism: Gunboat 


Diplomacy 1


 337.   The New Imperialism: The British Raj  1


338. The New Imperialism: East Asia 1


 339.   The New Imperialism: Meiji Japan  1


340. The New Imperialism: The African 



Interior 1


341. The New Imperialism: Scramble for 



Africa 1


342. The New Imperialism: From Cape to 



Cairo 1


343. The New Imperialism: Imperial Culture 1


344. The New Imperialism: The 



Highest Stage of Capitalism 1


345. Alliance System 4


346. Imperial Crises 4


347. Balkan Crises 4
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3.4: Modernity, c. 1815–c. 1914


348. Modern Art: Realism 3


349. Modern Art: Painting 3


350. Modern Art: Architecture 3


351. Modern Art: Photography and Film 3


352. Modern Art: Music 3


353. 19th-Century Science: Electricity 7


354. 19th-Century Science: Chemistry 7


355. 19th-Century Science: Biology 7


356. 19th-Century Science: Social Darwinism 7


357. 19th-Century Science: Medicine 7


358. 19th-Century Science: Positivism 7


359. 19th-Century Science: Psychology 7


360. 19th-Century Science: Physics 7


361. 19th-Century Philosophy 3


362. 19th-Century Religion: Catholicism 3


363. 19th-Century Religion: Protestantism 3


Card No. Theme No.


Period 4: Sarajevo to Brussels, c. 1914–Today


364. Thematic Overview: Europe and 



the World 1


365. Thematic Overview: Economics 2


366. Thematic Overview: Culture 3


367. Thematic Overview: Power 4


368. Thematic Overview: Society 5


369. Thematic Overview: Identity 6


370. Thematic Overview: Science 7


4.1: The First World War, c. 1914–Today


371. The First World War: Causes 4


372. The First World War: The Spark 4


373. The First World War: The Frontiers 4


374. The First World War: Total War 4


375. The First World War: Weapons 7


376. The First World War: Railroads 7
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377. The First World War: War Socialism 2


378. The First World War: Stalemate 4


379. The First World War: Home Front 4


380. The First World War: Global Impact 1


381. The First World War: The Armenian 


Genocide 1


382. The First World War: The Russian 


Revolution 4


383. The First World War: The Bolshevik 


Revolution 4


384. The First World War: Armistice 4


385. The First World War: Collapse 4


386. The First World War: Casualties 5


387. The Paris Peace Conference: 



The Treaty of Versailles 4


388. The Paris Peace Conference: 



The League of Nations 4


Card No. Theme No.


389. The Paris Peace Conference: 



Successor States 4


390. The Paris Peace Conference: 



Mideast Mandates 1


391. The Russian Civil War: The Red Army 4


392. The Russian Civil War: War Communism 4


393. The Russian Civil War: New 



Economic Policy 2


394. Weimar Germany 4


395. The Ruhr Crisis 4


396. The Age of Anxiety 3


397. The Lost Generation 3


398. Modernist Literature 3


399. Modernist Visual Arts 3


400. Modernist Architecture 3


401. The Machine Age: Radio Technology 7


402. The Machine Age: High Speed Travel 7
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Card No. Theme No.


4.2: The Second World War, c. 1914–Today


403. Austrian Economics 2


 404.   Keynesian Economics  2


 405.   Hyperinflation  2


406. The Great Depression in Western 



Europe 2


407. Failed Democracies 4


408. Totalitarianism: Fascism 4


409. Totalitarianism: Fascist Italy 4


410. Totalitarianism: Stalinism 4


411. Totalitarianism: Soviet Five-Year Plans 2


412. Totalitarianism: Soviet Collectivization 2


413. Totalitarianism: Soviet Great Purges 4


414. Totalitarianism: Soviet New Man 3


415. Totalitarianism: Nazi Germany 4


416. Totalitarianism: The Spanish Civil War 4


Card No. Theme No.


417. The Second World War: Italian 



Expansion 4


418. The Second World War: German 


Expansion 4


419. The Second World War: Early Axis 


Victories 4


420. The Second World War: Operation 


Barbarossa 4


421. The Second World War: The Holocaust 4


422. The Second World War: The Final 



Solution 4


423. The Second World War: Turning Points 4


424. The Second World War: Conferences 4


425. The Second World War: Later Allied 


Victories 4


426. The Second World War: The Manhattan 


Project  7
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Card No. Theme No.


427. The Second World War: The United 


Nations 4


428. The Second World War: Casualties 5


4.3: The Cold War, c. 1914–Today


429. The Cold War: The Iron Curtain 4


430. The Cold War: Containment 4


431. The Cold War: Welfare States 2


432. The Cold War: Western Economic 



Miracle 2


433. The Cold War: Consumerism 2


434. The Cold War: Eastern Bloc Economies 2


435. The Cold War: De-Stalinization 4


436. The Cold War: 1956 Crises 4


437. The Cold War: Asian Decolonization 1


438. The Cold War: African Decolonization 1


439. The Cold War: Nuclear Weapons 7


Card No. Theme No.


440. The Cold War: Nuclear Limitations 7


441. The Cold War: Competition 4


442. The Cold War: Proxy Wars 1


443. The Cold War: Western Organizations 4


444. The Cold War: Eastern Bloc 



Organizations 4


445. The Cold War: 1968 Revolts in the 



West 4


446. The Cold War: 1968 Revolts in the 



East 4


 447.   The Cold War: Western Stagflation  2


448. The Cold War: Soviet Stagnation 2


449. The Cold War: New Political Thinking 4


450. The Cold War: Fall of the Berlin Wall 4


451. The Cold War: Collapse of Eastern 



Bloc States 4
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Card No. Theme No.


452. The Cold War: Dissolution of the 



Soviet Union 4


453. Wars of Former Yugoslavia 4


454. 20th-Century Culture: Christianity 3


455. 20th-Century Culture: Religious 



Response to Totalitarianism 3


456. 20th-Century Culture: The Second 



Vatican Council 3


457. 20th-Century Culture: Existentialism 3


458. 20th-Century Culture: Postmodern


Philosophy 3


459. 20th-Century Culture: Art 3


460. 20th-Century Culture: Architecture 3


461. 20th-Century Culture: Music 3


462. 20th-Century Culture: Cinema 3


Card No. Theme No.


4.4: The European Union, c. 1914–Today


463. European Union: Formation 4


464. European Union: Institutions 4


465. European Union: Expansion and Reform 4


466. European Union: The Eurozone 2


467. European Union: European Debt Crisis 2


468. European Union: Immigration and 



Identity 6


469. European Union: Anti-Immigrant


Movements 6


470. Russia and Soviet Successor States 4


471. Russian Militarism 4


472. Separatist Movements 6


473. Modern Terrorism 4


474. Islamic Terrorism 4
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Card No. Theme No.


475. Global Communication 7


476. Supersonic Travel 7


477. Advanced Science 7


478. Human Reproduction 7


479. Biotechnology 7


480. Environmental Engineering 7


481. Green Parties 4


482. Women’s Rights 5


483. Women Leaders 5


484. Homophobia 5


Card No. Theme No.


485. LGBTQ+ Rights 5


486. Contemporary Art 3


487. Contemporary Architecture 3


488. Contemporary Music 3


489. Contemporary Film 3


490. Contemporary Television 3


491. Contemporary Pop Culture 3


492. Contemporary Commerce 2


 493.   American Cultural Influence  1
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 The Interactions of Europe and the World theme concerns political, economic, 



social, and cultural exchanges that influenced both European and non-European 


societies.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, explorers established a global trade network 



affecting prosperity, consumption, commerce, and national rivalries. The 


Columbian Exchange radically reshaped the global community.


 European Atlantic states colonized the Americas and imposed their social 



institutions. They established trading posts along the African and Asian coasts.


 New commercial networks and a money economy grew. Mercantilism developed 



to manage global trading empires. 11–12 million enslaved persons were 


transported in the transatlantic slave trade.


 Colonial rivalry between Britain and France intensified in a series of wars on 



several continents.


 Enlightenment ideas influenced the American Revolution and Haitian Revolution. 



Latin American revolutions were prompted by Napoleonic French occupation of 


Spain and Portugal.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, New Imperialism moved into African and Asian 



interiors and subjugated indigenous peoples. Expansion was justified by beliefs in 


European cultural and racial superiority and Social Darwinism. Colonies provided 


markets and sources of raw materials. 


 Colonial participants fought in World War I and World War II. These conflicts saw 



fighting in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia and the Pacific. 


 The League of Nations and the United Nations were dedicated to international 



peace, security, and cooperation. 


 Europe’s global role diminished after the Second World War. A wave of 



decolonization swept across Africa and Asia. 


 The Marshall Plan funded the post–World War II Western economic miracle. 



American culture deeply influenced Europe. 


 During the Cold War, the U.S. and USSR influenced developing states and fought 



proxy wars.


00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 32 09/03/22 3:19 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]











Interaction of 


Europe and the 


World


Poverty & 


Prosperity


States/Other 


Institutions of 


Power


Cultural and 


Intellectual 


Developments


Technological And 


Scientific 


Innovation


Individual & 


Society


National And 


European Identity


AP European History




#3 


Economics, c. 1450–c.1815


THEMES OF 



AP EUROPEAN HISTORY


00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 33 09/03/22 3:19 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]









 The Economic and Commercial Developments theme (Economics) concerns the 



effects of economic developments, especially capitalism.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, rising Italian wealth fueled the Renaissance. 



 Feudal serfdom grew weaker in western Europe and stronger in central and 



eastern Europe.


 The bourgeoisie undermined the traditional feudal order.



 Triangular trade occurred between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. Mercantilism 



enforced monopolistic trade of a mother country with overseas colonies. The influx 


of precious metals to Europe sparked a price revolution.


 The European-dominated global trade network fueled a consumer economy. Art 



and literature reflected the values of a commercial society.


 The Agricultural Revolution swelled the European population. Cottage industry (or 



the Putting-out System) was a form of proto-industrialization.


 Adam Smith argued for laissez-faire free market capitalism.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, industrialization began in Britain and produced 



the factory system, rapid urban growth, and increased consumerism. 


 World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II increased government 



economic management. Total war required complete national economic and 


social mobilization.


 Post–World War I economies relied on investment capital from the United States. 



Systemic instability resulted in the Great Depression.


 European integration and global trade organizations shaped the post–World War II 



Western economic miracle and adoption of Western welfare states. 


 The Soviet bloc pursued socialism. Economic growth and the standard of living 



were far lower in Eastern Europe.


 The EU is the world’s largest economy with 20% of global GDP but suffered during 



the European Debt Crisis of the 2000s.


00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 36 09/03/22 3:19 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]











Interaction of 


Europe and the 


World


Poverty & 


Prosperity


States/Other 


Institutions of 


Power


Cultural and 


Intellectual 


Developments


Technological And 


Scientific 


Innovation


Individual & 


Society


National And 


European Identity


AP European History




#5 


Culture, c. 1450–c. 1815


THEMES OF 



AP EUROPEAN HISTORY


00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 37 09/03/22 3:20 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]









 The Cultural and Intellectual Developments theme (Culture) concerns the creation 



and transmission of knowledge.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, widely available texts on religion, history, 



science, and literature led to the Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Reformation, 


and Enlightenment.


 Humanism focused on individual potential and achievements rather than spiritual 



matters.


 Trust in religious authority and ancient texts was challenged by philosophical and 



scientific inquiry. Scientific theories were based on observation and experimentation. 


 Newtonian classical mechanics modeled a mechanical, predictable clockwork 



universe. Systems developed to organize knowledge of plants, animals, and minerals. 


 Enlightenment philosophes promoted science and human progress through 



education, good government, legal equality, fair justice, and religious tolerance.


 Renaissance art explored classical themes. Baroque art projected church and state 



power. Rococo art reflected elegant, feminine tastes. Neoclassicism celebrated 


austere Greco-Roman culture. Romanticism was driven by strong emotions. 
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, modern art was subjective, abstract, and 



expressive.


 The complexity of modern science increased philosophical uncertainty and 



challenged Christianity.


 Socialist Realism art depicted an optimistic ideal Soviet society. Fascists rejected 



democracy and glorified war and nationalism.


 Existentialism proposed that individuals are solely responsible for finding meaning 



in life. Postmodernism was critical of Western civilization and open to subjective 


interpretations of reality.


 Popular European music, film, and television were critically acclaimed and 



commercially successful.


 Americanization spread U.S. popular culture.
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 The States and Other Institutions of Power theme (Power) concerns development 



of governmental and civil institutions to organize society and consolidate political 


power.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, a military revolution transformed warfare and 



centralized state power. Competition between states challenged the balance of 


power and extended to colonial empires.


 New Monarchs claimed greater authority over law and social institutions, including 



religion. 


 Religious pluralism splintered universal Christendom and led to war.



 Diplomacy emerged in Renaissance Italy. The Peace of Westphalia established a 



modern diplomatic structure in international affairs.


 Absolutism concentrated authority in monarchs who often claimed to rule by 



divine right. Constitutionalism developed to limit monarchial power.


 Enlightenment philosophers studied the social contract and identified natural rights. 



 The French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars inspired nationalism both in 



France and French-occupied nations.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, right-wing ideologies aligned with royal, 



aristocratic, and Church interests. Left-wing ideologies advocated republicanism, 


secularism, and civil liberties.


 Liberal revolutions were fought to expand constitutionalism.



 Nationalism encouraged unification of ethnic groups and revolution in multiethnic 



empires.


 Expanded suffrage increased citizen participation, and mass political parties 



developed.


 World War I resulted from nationalism, imperialism, industrialization, militarism, 



and alliances. 


 Totalitarian regimes were established in Russia, Italy, and Germany. 



 The United Nations was dedicated to international peace, security, and cooperation.



 Empires decolonized after World War II. Europe was divided into opposing camps 



during the Cold War. Nuclear weapons threatened existence.


 European economic and political unity developed after World War II culminating 



in the European Union. 
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 The Social Organization and Development theme (Society) concerns family, class, 



and social group dynamics.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, European society was divided into three 



estates: clergy, nobility, and commoners. 


 The traditional agricultural aristocracy’s power was challenged by the rise of 



commercial agriculture and the bourgeoisie. The Agricultural Revolution swelled 


the population and spurred urban migration.


 The literate public expanded. 



 The slave trade expanded and was criticized.



 Women’s roles and rights were debated.



 Feudalism was abolished during the French Revolution. The Declaration of the 



Rights of Man and of the Citizen was issued. Slavery was abolished in the colonies. 



 The Napoleonic Code (1804) cemented legal equality, abolition of feudalism, 



property rights, religious freedom, and meritocracy.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, conservatism, liberalism, and socialism offered 



different approaches toward social order and social problems.


 Industrialization produced intensified class conflict. Social Darwinism and 



Marxism explained social relations.


 Mass political movements worked to expand suffrage and led to protective 



legislation to reduce the worst horrors of industrialization. Feminists challenged 


the middle class cult of domesticity.


 Total war devastated both military targets and civilian populations. The Armenian, 



Holodomor, Holocaust, and Bosnian genocides destroyed marginalized groups.


 Fascism idealized national unity of a racially superior primary ethnic group and 



violently suppressed minorities and political opponents. Communism sought to 


create the Soviet New Man and New Woman. 


 Europeanism emphasizes European integration. Euroskepticism is critical of it.



 Women and members of the LGBTQ+ community gained greater rights and public 



roles. 


 Immigration by religious and ethnic minorities challenged society. 



00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 48 09/03/22 3:20 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]











Interaction of 


Europe and the 


Poverty & 


Prosperity


States/Other 


Institutions of 


Power


Cultural and 


Intellectual 


Developments


Technological And 


Scientific 


Innovation


Individual & 


Society


National And 


European Identity


AP European History




Identity, c. 1450–c. 1815


#11 THEMES OF 



AP EUROPEAN HISTORY


00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 49 09/03/22 3:20 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]









 The National and European Identity theme (Identity) concerns perceptions of 



regional, cultural, national, and European identities.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, England, France, and Spain developed national 



identities. Political divisions within Italy and Germany hindered development of 


national identities.


 The Protestant Reformation and European Wars of Religion polarized Europe into 



feuding Christian sects.


 England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland became the United Kingdom of Great Britain. 



 Russia adopted elements of Western European culture. 



 Militarism was instilled in all levels of Prussian society.



 The French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars inspired French nationalism. British, 



German, Spanish, and Russian nationalism developed in opposition to France.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, nationalism encouraged the formation of ethnic, 



political nation-states through unification of disparate people and revolution in 


multiethnic empires. Germany and Italy united.


 The dominance of European global empires supported theories of white racial 



superiority.


 Nationalism was a cause of World Wars I and II. Total war required complete 



national mobilization.


 Fascism idealized national unity of a racially superior primary ethnic group and 



violent suppression or destruction of minorities. Communism sought to create the 


Soviet New Man.


 The League of Nations and United Nations increased international cooperation. 



 A wave of postwar decolonization dismantled European empires in Asia and Africa.



 The Iron Curtain divided Europe into the capitalist, democratic West and communist 



East. Nationalism reemerged in Eastern Europe after the collapse of communism.


 The European Union developed to allow the free movement of people, goods, 



services, and capital. 
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 The Technological and Scientific Innovation theme (Science) concerns the 



intended and unintended consequences of scientific and technological advances.


 During the period c. 1450–c. 1815, most Europeans believed in sorcery and 



supernatural forces. Alchemy and astrology were practiced.


 Printing ended the clerical monopoly on religious knowledge and contributed to 



the Reformation. 


 Knowledge and theories of astronomy, anatomy, medicine, chemistry, and 



mathematics advanced during the Scientific Revolution. Newtonian classical 


mechanics provided a model of a mechanical, predictable clockwork universe.


 Widely available texts on religion, history, science, and literature laid seeds of the 



Enlightenment.


 New sailing technologies enabled European oceanic voyages of exploration.



 The Agricultural Revolution swelled Europe’s population. Cottage industry (or the 



Putting-out System) was a form of proto-industrialization.
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 During the period c. 1815–Today, steam engines stoked by coal powered the 



Industrial Revolution. Textile improvements led to the factory system. Steel, 


electricity, internal combustion engines, and chemistry epitomized the Second 


Industrial Revolution.


 Improved weapons, tropical medicine, communication, and transportation allowed 



Europeans to conquer and control global empires.


 The theory of natural selection led to Social Darwinism. Modern physics 



undermined the clockwork model of the universe.


 World Wars I and II were fought with industrial weapons and vehicles.



 Mass media, electronic communication, and high-speed transportation increased 



interconnectivity.


 The Soviet Union and United States competed in a nuclear arms race and a space race.



 Agricultural output soared from farm mechanization, chemical fertilizers, high-



yield crop varieties, and pesticides. Biotechnology breakthroughs include genetic 


engineering and animal cloning.


 Green Parties support sustainable development and oppose nuclear power.
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Historical Thinking Skills 


and Historical Reasoning 


Processes
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#15 


Developments and 



Processes


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Identify and explain historical developments and processes.



 Identify historical turning points.



 Note the divisions of the AP European History curriculum into four periods. 



Period1 (c. 1450–c. 1648) ends with the Peace of Westphalia. Period 2  



(c. 1648–c. 1815) ends with the Congress of Vienna. Period 3 (c. 1815–c. 1914) 


ends with the outbreak of the First World War. Period 4 (c. 1914–Today) runs from 


that global conflict to the present. Consider how each of these events served as 


watershed moments.
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#16 


Sourcing and Situation


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Analyze sourcing and situation of primary and secondary sources.



 The past is not neutral territory. Historical actors are biased by their own social, 



political, religious, economic, and cultural circumstances. 


 Identify and explain a source’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or 



audience. How might these limit the use(s) of a source?


 Consider the context in which the evidence was produced and used. Who made 



it for whom, and why? Extract useful information, make inferences, and draw 


conclusions. 
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#17 


Claims and Evidence in 


Sources


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources.



 Identify and describe a claim and/or argument in a text-based or non-text-based 



source.


 Identify the evidence used in a source to support an argument.



 Compare the arguments or main ideas of two sources.



 Explain how claims or evidence support, modify, or refute a source’s argument.



00_5-7986_Barrons_AP_EU_His_Flashcards_27-552.indd 64 09/03/22 3:20 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3


[image: ]
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Contextualization


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Analyze the context of historical events, developments, or processes.



 Identify and describe a historical context for a specific historical development or 



process and how it is situated within a broader historical context.


 Connect historical developments to the circumstances of time and place and to 



broader regional, national, or global processes. How do unique local conditions 


influence events? How do events fit into the big picture?
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#19 


Making Connections


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Use historical reasoning (comparison, causation, continuity and change) to 



analyze patterns and connections between and among historical developments 


and processes.


 Explain how a historical development or process relates to another historical 



development or process.


 Use historical reasoning to explain relationships among pieces of historical 



evidence.
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#20 


Argumentation


HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS
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 Address questions about the past by developing an argument. Do not report 



events. Instead, use clues to formulate theories that provide deeper insight. 


 Support an argument using specific and relevant evidence. Develop meaningful 



and persuasive new understandings of the past by applying all of the other 


historical thinking skills and creatively combining disparate, relevant, and 


sometimes contradictory historical information. 


 Corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument using diverse and alternative evidence 



in order to develop a complex argument. This might involve explaining the nuance 


of an issue by analyzing multiple variables, making insightful connections within 


and across periods, considering a source’s credibility and limitations, or explaining 


how or why a historical claim is or is not effective.


 Be able to critique others’ arguments. Describe, analyze, and evaluate a theory’s 



validity in light of available evidence.
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#21 


Comparison


HISTORICAL REASONING 


PROCESSES
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 Compare historical developments within a society or between societies separated 



by time and/or space. 


 Describe and explain relevant similarities and/or differences between different 



historical developments or processes.


 Be able to analyze historical events from multiple perspectives. 



 Apply insights about the past to other historical times, including today.
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#22 


Causation


HISTORICAL REASONING 


PROCESSES
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 Events rarely have a single cause. Identify, analyze, and evaluate short- and long-



term historical causes and effects. Differentiate between coincidence, causation, 


and correlation. 


 Describe causes and/or effects or a specific historical development or process.



 Explain the relationship between causes and effects of a specific historical 



development or process.


 Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes and between short- 



and long-term effects.


 Explain how a relevant context influenced a specific historical development or 



process.


 Explain the relative historical significance of different causes and/or effects.
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#23 


Continuity and Change


HISTORICAL REASONING 


PROCESSES
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 Describe, compare, and evaluate historical developments within a society or 



between societies separated by time and/or space. 


 Recognize, analyze, and evaluate continuity and change over years, decades, or 



centuries. What is the same? What is different?
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Prelude: The Late Middle 


Ages, c. 1200–c. 1450
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#24 


Christianity


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 Christianity is a monotheistic Abrahamic religion based on veneration of Jesus 



of Nazareth, a Jewish teacher and healer from Judea executed by the Romans 


around 30 CE. His earliest followers were Jewish and believed he was their 


prophesized messiah, or Christ.


 The apostle Paul carried Christianity to Greece and Asia Minor. Peter, Jesus’s 



disciple, carried it to Rome and is considered the first pope. 


 Inclusion of non-Jewish Gentiles into the faith community caused a schism 



between Judaism and Christianity. This division widened after Roman destruction 


of Jerusalem and the Jewish Temple in 70 CE.


 Romans persecuted early Christian martyrs, but Emperor Constantine offered 



religious toleration in 313 CE. In 380 CE, Theodosius made Christianity the official 


state church of the Roman Empire. 


 Collapse of the Western Empire in 476 CE left the Church as western Europe’s dominant 



cultural institution. Missionaries carried Christianity to the European periphery. 


 Latin Christendom consisted of all parts of western Europe united by 



Christianity and the use of Latin in worship and intellectual life.
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#25 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Theology


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 The Bible, or holy text, consists of the Jewish Old Testament and the Christian New 



Testament, which contains four Gospels and various letters to early Christians.


 The Council of Nicaea confirmed basic Christian doctrine in 325. The Nicene 



Creed states a belief in a monotheistic God who coexists as the Holy Trinity of 


three distinct persons: the Old Testament Creator, Father, and Judge; Jesus Christ, 


God’s only son who lived among humans and was resurrected upon his death; and 


the Holy Spirit.


 The most influential theologians of the early Roman Catholic Church were 



Ambrose, who established the model for church-state relations; Augustine of 


Hippo (The City of God, c. 426), who introduced the concept of original sin; 



Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin; and Pope Gregory I, who governed 


central Italy and reformed liturgical worship. 


 The most influential theologians of the early Eastern Orthodox Church were Basil, 



who supported monastic communities and opposed early heresies; Gregory of 


Nazianzus, who explained the Trinity; and John Chrysostom, a gifted preacher.
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#26 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Hierarchy


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 Clergy were Church officials who performed religious services. Laymen were 



ordinary Church members. 


 The Church was organized into a hierarchy. Bishops were high-ranking clergy with 



authority over a local area, or diocese. The bishop of Rome, or pope, was the head 


of the Roman Catholic Church. The bishop of Constantinople, or patriarch, was the 


head of the Eastern Orthodox Church. 


 Local priests were ordained ministers who performed religious rites, or 



sacraments. These included baptism, confirmation of Church membership, 


commemoration of the Last Supper, the confession and forgiveness of sins, 


anointing of the seriously ill or injured, the commissioning of ministers, and 


marriage.


 The Church used excommunication, or exile from the religious community and 



refusal of sacraments, to punish individuals for serious offenses. The Church 


issued an interdict to refuse sacraments to a whole diocese or region, often to 


force obedience from uncooperative monarchs by exerting social pressure.
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#27 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Culture


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 Universities were established in Bologna (1088), Paris (1150), and Oxford (1167) 



to teach theology, law, and medicine. Scholasticism was a medieval method of 


learning used to reconcile the contradictions between ancient Greek philosophy 


and Christian theology. Thomas Aquinas (Summa Theologica, c. 1274) was the 



leading medieval Scholastic philosopher.


 Christian pilgrims visited holy sites like Santiago de Compostela in Spain to view 



relics, or holy objects. These were often the partial remains of saints.


 Romanesque cathedrals of the Early Middle Ages used Roman construction 



techniques. They were built with barrel-vaulted ceilings, thick walls and pillars, and 


round arches. 


 Gothic cathedrals of the Late Middle Ages like Chartres (1252), Cologne (1322), 



and Notre-Dame de Paris (1345) allowed more light in by incorporating rib-vaulted 


ceilings and tall, thin walls with large stained glass windows supported by flying 


buttresses.
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#28 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Influence


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches split in the Great Schism 



of1054.


 Holy Roman Emperor Henry IV submitted to Pope Gregory VII in the Investiture 



Contest (1077). Church power peaked under Pope Innocent III (1198–1216).


 1096–1400s: The Crusades brought the Christian and Islamic worlds into conflict. 



Though Europeans failed to regain permanent control of the Holy Land, they 


recovered lost ancient knowledge preserved by Muslims and Mediterranean trade 


between Europe and western Asia was revived. Venetians sacked Constantinople 


during the Fourth Crusade (1204), accelerating the Byzantine Empire’s decline.


 The Inquisition was established to root out heresy (1184).
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#29 


Roman Catholic Church: 


Decline


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 Philip IV of France (r. 1285–1314) challenged Pope Boniface VIII and used Church 



resources to grow the French state. 


 1305–1377: Pope Clement V moved the papacy to Avignon, France, during the 



Babylonian Captivity.


 1378–1417: A Great Western Schism occurred when Pope Gregory XI returned 



the papacy to Rome but the French elected a second pope. Papal prestige fell as 


European loyalties were divided. 


 1300s–1400s: Reform efforts by English John Wycliffe and Czech Jan Hus were 



violently suppressed.
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#30 


Feudal Society


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 European civilization was synonymous with the borders of Christendom. Medieval 



society was static and concerned with tradition.


 The physical universe was believed to exist in a hierarchical Great Chain of Being 



descending from God to angels, demons, nobles, commoners, animals, plants, and 


earthly minerals. Humans bridged the spiritual and earthly realms.


 Stratified feudal society was divided in three classes, or estates: Church clergy, 



nobles, and commoners (peasants, serfs, townspeople).


 Under feudalism, political authority was decentralized and rested on complex 



relationships and obligations. A lord provided a vassal with a fief in exchange for 


loyalty and military service.


 Knights were guided by chivalry. They jousted and practiced mêlée combat in 



tournaments to win riches and glory.


 Dante Alighieri (Divine Comedy, 1320) and Geoffrey Chaucer (Canterbury Tales, c. 



1400) legitimized formal use of vernacular languages in writing rather than Latin.
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#31 


Late Medieval Economy


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 The population was primarily rural. Cities were few and small. The largest one in 



1400 was Paris with a population of around 250,000. Fewer than 10 cities had 


populations over 100,000 people.


 The basis of wealth was landownership. Aristocratic nobles ran manors.



 Manors were mostly self-sufficient. Trading was limited but reviving by the 1200s.



 Farming was done for subsistence. Common lands were available for use by the 



very poor.


 Energy was supplied by human, animal, wind, and water power.



 Culture was shaped by local folk life. People held provincial rather than national 



self-identities. (They thought of themselves as being from Cornwall rather than 


England or Bordeaux rather than France.)


 Artisanal production of goods and division of labor were simple and relied on 



family/clan/village cooperation.


 News spread slowly through unreliable correspondence, limited trade, word of 



mouth, and the Church.
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#32 


Late Medieval 


Demographics


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 Cold summers made for shorter growing seasons and periodic famine during the 



Little Ice Age (c. 1300–c. 1850). Expanding glaciers wiped out Alpine villages, and 


Norse colonies in Greenland failed.


 Millions starved during the Great Famine (1315–1322). 10%–25% of the 



population died. The elderly voluntarily starved to save young family members. 


Cannibalism was widely reported. 


 Italian merchants imported the Black Death (1346–1353) from Crimea. It spread 



by 1350 to almost every corner of Europe, killing 40%–50% of the population. 


Some Mediterranean areas, especially cities, suffered 75%–80% losses. The 



bubonic plague ravaged Europe periodically until 1721.
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Late Medieval Law


PRELUDE: THE LATE MIDDLE AGES
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 English common law blended Roman law, Church canon law, and Germanic legal 



customs. It was applied throughout England by royal judges who toured provincial 


towns. In contrast, provinces were governed by local laws in France, Germany, and 
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