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  Introduction


  Bruce Jenner first stepped into the bright beam of America’s spotlight nearly 40 years ago, at the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal.


  He was a relative unknown in the decathlon, which pits competitors against each other in not one but 10 skills, including long jump, high jump, sprinting, hurdles, discus and javelin. It’s an event so grueling that the winner is often dubbed “the world’s greatest athlete.”


  Jenner shattered the world record that summer, defeating the Soviet defending champion, Nikolai Avilov, at the height of the Cold War and bringing home the gold medal in America’s bicentennial year.  The world’s greatest athlete was suddenly a wholesome, handsome all-American boy.


  He quickly became one of the biggest celebrities in the country. Jenner unabashedly accepted every offer: sports commentating gigs, a clothing line, an autobiography, motivational speeches. There were Bruce Jenner dolls, board games and T-shirts. Of course his picture was on the Wheaties box; America ate him up.


  “He simply is a real-life version of the American dream, fairly bursting with honest vitality, infectious health and cheerful good humor,” The Washington Post’s Kenneth Turan wrote in 1977. “Is it his fault that he’s direct, self-assured, sincere? The type of person we’d all like to be when we grow up?”


  Now the buff heartthrob of America’s disco era is poised again to be the center of American attention, in a way few fans could have imagined in 1976.


  The All-American boy, now 65, will soon come out as transgender.


  The first startling tabloid photos showed up on checkout lanes in the fall of 2014: Jenner wearing his hair long with blond highlights. Jenner sporting colorful manicures and earrings, his legs shaved. He had a series of well-documented plastic surgery procedures years ago, including a face-lift and a nose job. In December 2014, he told TMZ that he would undergo a laryngeal shave to smooth his Adam’s apple.


  Jenner has lived his life for the cameras. It was how the world watched him triumph in the punishing decathlon, running a victory lap while his rivals writhed in pain.  It was how he made a living after that: commercials, movies, sitcoms, infomercials, sportscasting and everything in between. So of course the cameras will be with him as he makes the most deeply personal choice a person can make. Jenner’s own reality show documenting his transition reportedly is in the works.


  Jenner’s complicated relationship with celebrity makes transgender advocates nervous about the potential series. But they also think it could be groundbreaking if it normalizes such transitions some, documenting his in a thoughtful, educational way as opposed to sensational. 


  The Evolution of Bruce Jenner chronicles a life lived in front of the cameras, tracing his journey from superathlete to heartthrob to sidekick in the Kardashian reality-TV universe to transgender pioneer. It’s a story with a surprise ending, the story of the evolution of an American icon. 


  The forgotten history of Bruce Jenner: How the 1970s all-American hero ended up here


  By Emily Yahr

  February 4, 2015


  One day in 1977, about a year after Bruce Jenner shattered a world record to win the decathlon gold medal at the Montreal Summer Olympics, he met up with his sportswriter friend Barry McDermott to play tennis in New York City.


  McDermott suggested a match at his private club — but that wasn’t Jenner’s style. Privacy was never his priority.


  The pair went to Central Park, where word quickly spread that Bruce Jenner (Bruce Jenner!) was playing on the public courts. McDermott remembers the crowd growing, as he had known it would, gawkers pressed against the chain-link fence, watching the handsome star athlete’s every move.
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