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  Introduction




  If you want to know why Chris Martin is not in Coldplay, why it’s better to be a sausage than an egg, why your mother is wearing Tupperware or why Ambrosia custard is not

  important then you’re in the right place. Welcome to Songs From The Barmy Army.




  During 18 years of touring the globe, England’s famous band of travelling fans has entertained (and occasionally annoyed) the world of cricket with a wide variety of compositions. Some are

  sophisticated, witty songs explaining in graphic detail cricketing happenstance. Others are complete and utter nonsense that would have Freud coming out in a cold sweat if he ever tried to work out

  the hidden meanings behind them.




  From the bars of Barbados to the pubs of Perth and the stands of Sri Lanka, we are delighted to bring you, for the first time ever, the complete songbook of the world’s greatest sports

  fans. But it’s not just the songs themselves, we bring you the stories behind them and the reactions they have elicited from the players who have been serenaded and the fans who have done the

  serenading.




  We also get under the skin of the songwriting fraternity, asking some of the most prolific lyricists how they go about writing a Barmy Army song, what makes a good one and how they get it off

  the ground. And no musical round-up of the Army’s activities would be complete without mention of Billy the Trumpet, so we’ve snuffled around his extensive catalogue to bring you the

  ten best Bill tunes.




  The Barmy Army phenomenon started with a few fans singing a small selection of chants during the 1994–95 Ashes tour. They were mainly aimed at the Australians as a way of responding to the

  abuse they were getting as England lurched from one defeat to another. As it snowballed, the chanting evolved into songwriting, and in the early days many of the tunes were imported from the

  football terraces.




  But the songs then took on a life of their own, and more sophisticated tunes were composed specifically with the cricket team in mind. Soon there was also a move towards writing songs for

  individual players as opposed to the team in general. The nature of that evolution is traced in this book, so come with us as we take you on a journey through the back catalogue of cricket’s

  premier songwriting fraternity.
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        They are the songs that started it off. And they’re the songs that carried it on. The classic anti-Australia songs have stood the test

        of time, and on every Ashes tour a new generation of fans, both Australian and English, revel in the humour for the first time, while old-timers who have sung them countless times on multiple

        Ashes tours never tire of them. The Barmy Army travels the globe, but nothing gets the juices flowing like an Ashes series and a bit of Aussie-bashing.


      


    


  




    ‘BALL AND CHAIN’


  




  ‘We came here with backpacks, you with ball and chain’ is the original Barmy Army chant that actually came to prominence during the 1992 World Cup in Australia. A

  chap by the name of Monty Cotton brought it to the Test match party and little did he know what he was starting. The line quickly became infamous and was used on the inaugural Barmy Army T-shirt.

  Three years later, Andy Evans sat entertaining people with his rendition of The Animals’ classic ‘House of the Rising Sun’ and got to the line about ‘ball and chain’.

  A eureka moment followed and so the song and the chant were brought together in perfect harmony.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘House of the Rising Sun’)




      There is a house in New Orleans,




      They call the Rising Sun




      It’s been the ruin of many a poor boy




      And God, I know, I’m one




      

        One foot on the platform, one foot on the train


      




      I’m going back to New Orleans, to wear my ball and chain




      One, two,




      BALL AND CHAIN! BALL AND CHAIN!




      We came here with backpacks, you with ball and chain




      BALL AND CHAIN! BALL AND CHAIN!




      We came here with backpacks, you with ball and chain


    


  




  

    

      

        

          	

            WHAT THEY SAY
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      ‘So we sparked that up, us and some lads in Nottingham Forest shirts, and we walked past the Aussie fans on the Brisbane Hill, dragging our feet as though we were in

      balls and chains. When we got back to the tea bar, the pocket of England fans watching us – there were probably only about 40 at this point – gave us a standing ovation.’




      

        — Dave ‘The General’ Peacock remembers the moment a phenomenon began.


      


    


  




  

    ‘CONVICT COLONY’


  




  The Grim Reaper is a nickname that will never be forgotten in Barmy Army circles and his legacy is further cemented by this composition that will be sung for as long as England

  tour Australia.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Yellow Submarine’)




      In the town where I was born




      There lived a man who was a thief




      And he told me of his life




      Stealing bread and shagging sheep




      So they put him in the nick




      And then a magistrate he went to see




      He said: ‘Put him on a ship, to the convict colony’




      

        You all live in a convict colony


      




      A convict colony, a convict colony




      You all live in a convict colony




      A convict colony, a convict colony


    


  




  

    

      

        

          	

            WHAT THEY SAY
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      ‘You can see what effect the Barmy Army has had on the Australians – they hated it. The opposition see you as a threat.’




      

        — Matthew Hoggard


      


    


  




  

    ‘THE AUSSIES LOVE THE ENGLISH’


  




  The Barmy Army will happily belt out ‘God Save the Queen’ on occasion, but it’s been usurped by ‘Jerusalem’ as our favoured ‘national

  anthem’. However, when it comes to reminding the Aussies of the fact that they still have the Queen as head of state (and voted to keep her in that role in a referendum in 1999), we’re

  more than willing to break it out, with a big intro and a subtle change.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘My Old Man’s a Dustman’ and ‘God Save the Queen’)




      The Aussies love the English




      You might find it quite strange




      ’Cos we sent them all Down Under




      With only balls and chains




      And when they see the English




      They always shout and scream




      But when they had the chance to vote




      They voted for the Queen




      

        God save YOUR gracious Queen


      




      Long live YOUR noble Queen




      God save YOUR Queen (you’re a convict)




      Send her victorious




      Happy and glorious




      Long to reign over YOU




      God save YOUR Queen


    


  




  

    

      

        

          	

            WHAT THEY SAY
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      ‘Ladies and gentlemen will you please be upstanding for the Australian national anthem.’




      

        — Dave ‘The General’ Peacock often likes to leave out the intro and get straight down to brass tacks with ‘God Save Your Queen’.


      


    


  




  

    ‘I SHAGGED MATILDA’


  




  If there’s one song that’s guaranteed to amuse and annoy the Aussies in equal measure then this simple, clever and slightly risqué rendition of their

  unofficial national anthem is guaranteed to do the job.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Waltzing Matilda’)




      I shagged Matilda, I shagged Matilda




      I shagged Matilda and so did my mates




      And she moaned and she groaned




      And she took it up the billabong




      I shagged Matilda and so did my mates


    


  




  EXTRAS




  This wasn’t the only song that stole that Aussie tune. Dave ‘Wooders’ Woodley also wrote the following:




  

    

      Once some jolly Pom fans




      Sat beside a cricket field




      Underneath the glare of the huge floodlights




      And they sat and they sang




      As they watched their team lose once again




      We’ll get pissed in St Kilda tonight




      

        Pissed in St Kilda, pissed in St Kilda


      




      We’ll get pissed in St Kilda tonight




      ’Cos we’re on a losing run




      But you just can’t keep our spirits down




      We’ll get pissed in St Kilda tonight


    


  




  

    ‘YOU CAN SING SOD ALL’


  




  This is the only song we know of that has had the direct input of an England player. This reworking of an Oasis classic was a collaboration between Barmy Army co-founder Paul

  Burnham and England all-rounder Dermot Reeve.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Wonderwall’)




      Today is gonna be the day that we’re gonna sing a song for you




      By now you should’ve somehow realised that’s what we’re here to do




      And I don’t believe that anybody sings as bad as you




      

        Aussie Convicts


      




      Backbeat, the word is on the street that you can’t even write a song




      I’m sure, you’ve heard it all before, but c’mon Aussies prove us wrong




      ’Cos I don’t believe that anybody’s quite as thick as you




      

        Aussie Convicts


      




      

        The ‘Ooh aah’ song you sing for Glenn is so sad


      




      And ‘Warney Warney Warney’ is just as bad




      There are many songs that I would like to hear from you




      But you don’t know how (don’t know how)




      

        ’Cos maybe (maybe) you’ll never find a song to play me (play me)


      




      ’Cos after all, you can sing sod all


    


  




  

    

      

        

          	

            WHAT THEY SAY
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      ‘I am really looking forward to seeing what new songs they have come up with. I get really excited by them shouting and singing for England, it’s just so much

      fun to be out there.’




      

        — Adam Gilchrist is a fan, perhaps because he was one of the few Aussies we liked and never wrote a song about.


      


    


  




  

    ‘WE’VE BEEN TO ADELAIDE’


  




  Doing an Ashes tour that includes Tasmania would be something of a rarity now and this song had already changed from its original incarnation (here). But

  this simple little ditty covering an Australian odyssey is still apt. It’s a football song edited for cricketing purposes.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Those Were the Days’)




      We’ve been to Adelaide




      We’ve been Tasmania




      We’ve been to Perth




      We’ve been to Brisbane too




      We’ve been the MCG




      We’ve been the SCG




      And all because, oh England we love you


    


  




  

    

      



      

        

          	

            WHAT THEY SAY
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      ‘If I was given a chance to see just one more game, I wouldn’t pick a game in England. I think I’d pick somewhere that was a lot more fun, all a little

      bit more light-hearted, all a little bit more raucous – let’s say an Ashes Test in Sydney, where half the crowd are Barmy Army.’




      

        — Barmy Army fan and occasional consultant, Dean Headley.


      


    


  




  

    ‘TAKE THE URN HOME’


  




  In the run-up to the 2010–11 Ashes series, there was a feeling among certain elements of the Barmy Army that we needed to update the songlist. The old anti-Aussie

  classics will always amuse, but some believed there was a need to rejuvenate the repertoire. Getting new songs off the ground is harder in Australia than anywhere else, but when Giles Wellington

  reworked the Beach Boys’ classic ‘Sloop John B’ from the 2008 New Zealand tour (here), he was on to a winner.




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Sloop John B’)




      We came over from old Blighty




      The Barmy Army and me




      Around Brisbane town we did roam




      Six quid for a pint, a grand for a flight




      With Strauss our captain, we’ll take the urn home




      

        (Chorus)


      




      So hoist up the John B sail




      See how the mainsail sails




      Call for the captain ashore




      Take the urn home




      We’ll take the urn home




      We’ll take the urn home




      With Strauss our captain




      We’ll take the urn home




      

        Ricky Ponting’s a broken man


      




      Without Warne he has no plan




      He tries to carry the team all on his own




      He’s losing his hair




      But we don’t care




      ’Cos Strauss our captain will take the urn home




      

        (Repeat Chorus)


      




      

        Graeme Swann is a caring guy


      




      Rescues cats in his spare time




      Now he’s gonna tear the Aussies apart




      They can’t read his spin




      And so England will win




      ’Cos Strauss our captain will take the urn home




      We’ll take the urn home




      

        (Repeat Chorus)


      


    


  




  EXTRAS




  Giles Wellington took his role so seriously he had singing lessons prior to the tour, much to the bemusement of his long-suffering wife Hayley, who was perplexed when her

  husband started walking round the house practising scales.




  After the third Test of that series in Perth, the Barmy Army took a dislike to Brad Haddin for his excessive appealing and added a further verse:




  

    

      Brad Haddin’s a simple man




      He appeals whenever he can




      He even appeals a catch down the leg side (even a wide)




      He’s rubbish at his job




      We think he’s a knob




      With Strauss our captain




      We’ll take the urn home


    


  




  

    ‘YESTERDAY’


  




  Going into that 2010–11 Ashes series determined to write new songs, the task was made easier for us by the obvious decline in the Australian side and the fact that they

  were missing their old superstars. That suggested a theme we could develop:




  

    

      (to the tune of ‘Yesterday’)




      Yesterday




      Ponting’s troubles seemed so far away




      Now Nathan Hauritz is here to stay




      McGrath and Warne were yesterday




      

        Suddenly


      




      They’re not half the team they used to be




      Will he lose Ashes number three




      Yesterday came suddenly




      

        Why Haydos


      




      Had to go I don’t know, Langer wouldn’t say




      Adam Gilchrist’s gone, now Ricky longs for yesterday
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