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INTRODUCTION




I CAN THINK OF NO BETTER FLOWER TO REPRESENT LOVE THAN THE ROSE.

All the images in this book come from the 201 roses that are found in my own garden. No plant seems to be as reliant upon human time, effort, and attention. As with the love in any relationship, good gardeners don’t just have a few roses growing in a plot of ground, they have a working relationship with the roses. They study and learn what each rose requires and come to realize the roses are dependent on the gardener to give and then selflessly give more as if caring for a child. Every gardener has enjoyed the time spent with a rose when the rose is magnificently beautiful, but every gardener also knows that the other side of a beautiful rose is one that fails to flourish and requires much attention with little reward. Overall, however, the benefits outweigh the disappointments, and a gardener’s whole life is affected by the fruits of his labor and the joy found in seeing a new blossom burst into existence.

I can’t help thinking, however, that what we are seeing is the “fallen” version of this species and that a rose in the Garden of Eden would look different; it would be thornless, disease free, always in flower and always fragrant, and would require no maintenance!

What features in the current rose can be seen to represent love—and what kind of love does it represent? While romantic love is the first to come to mind, surely a more substantial agape love is represented as well.

A list of features would start at the flower itself, noted for its beauty, purity, softness, variety of shape and color, and of course its fragrance. Then comes the abundance of petals, the amount of blooms per bush, and just how impressive it is.

How we are attracted to the flower—as we are with love itself—and nearly all of us have an impression left with us after experiencing all these features. Everyone with whom some sort of love is shared, received, or given leaves a lasting impression on our lives.

A God who is described in Psalms as knowing all about us even before we came into being and still was happy for that to happen must be the ultimate rose!

There are some minor connected features of beauty in this plant that should be noted as well, such as the shape of the bush, the color of foliage, and the lovely orange hip that appears in due course if allowed. Love comes in different forms and strengths; it stays for fleeting moments or it lasts for eternity.





OEBPS/Images/MSRCover.jpg
A SEASON OF LOVE

picture * psalms

MAL AUSTIN

an illustrated meditation






OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/page2.jpg





