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Introduction


I Am With You has already become established as a much-loved devotional book, in constant use by so many people throughout the world.


Further inspiring words from our Lord, received in times of prayer by Fr John Woolley, are contained in this new volume, Abide In My Love.


The life-changing and peace-giving words of the risen Lord Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, are certain to be experienced in this latest companion to I Am With You.


This little book offers unique help for the Christian’s road and will prove indispensable for times of prayer and Bible study.





1


Love’s Brightness




My love, though often only dimly realised, will always grow in the hearts of those who, at all costs, abide in it.


My love is the only true source of lasting light for the journey through this world.


My purpose through the ages has always been the awakening of a sense of My love in the hearts of My children.


Yes, there are forces dedicated to opposing this purpose, but it will not be denied.


My child, where My love is not realised there is darkness, and the outcome is disillusion.


The light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus.


(2 Corinthians 4.6)




My child, My universe is constructed as it is, so that in all its apparent imperfections and contradictions, My love may be seen the more sharply, once it has been realised.


My love has to be in contrast to all the manifestations of a fallen world in order that it may have power in the lives of My children.


The light shines in the darkness.


(John 1.5)




It may be hard for the human race to understand, but My love gains power and poignancy as it is filtered through the pain and the apparent inscrutability of the created universe.


Love is made complete among us.


(1 John 4.17)




My child, there are many false roads to knowledge of the Godhead. All of them prove bitterly disappointing.


The world’s need is only met in Me – its light.


I came to earth not merely to ‘reveal’ the Father, but to demonstrate His love for all time.


Let it content you that, in Me, you are truly enfolded by the love of My Father.


The only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.


(John 1.14)




The uniqueness of My love is increasingly realised as you rely upon it! It begins to go beyond intellectual grasp and becomes your life’s motivation.


You are able both to rise to effort and achievement and to be utterly rested in spirit by the same love.


As you feel more and more ‘at home’ in My love, you will reach the state of desiring nothing else … which is the ultimate state planned for My chosen ones.


I count everything as loss compared with the all-surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ My Lord.


(Philippians 3.8)




If you are able to see beyond that which has been marred by the original rebellion against Myself, you indeed discover that all creation is love’s expression.


My child, love is still triumphant in creation and you can know that, as you yield to that love, you are a part of that triumph.


All things were created by Him and for Him.


(Colossians 1.16)




Love, as seen supremely upon the Cross, now ceased to be abstract, and apart from the struggles of mankind.


Such love now became a power in human hearts …


By His wounds we are healed.


(Isaiah 53.5)




At the Cross, the essential darkness of a world from which I am so often excluded, could no longer be denied.


All the sense of life’s futility, and all the heartbreak that can be the human experience, was seen there.


There, too, could be seen the bewilderment and the unfulfilled longings of mankind.


As it is contemplated, the Cross permits no lie about the reality of life on earth.


In the world you will have tribulation.


(John 16.33)




In spite of the agony there, the Cross becomes the place of hope … even before My victory over death.


It is accomplished.


(John 19.30)




If the Cross is deeply contemplated, it is saying that love is supreme, and that the darkness and the apparent unfairness of life can be endured.


In the Cross, love is able to speak … speak to any human situation, whether of loss, of persecution, of disillusion.


He laid down His life for us.


(1 John 3.16)




Although the Cross may be seen as a place of shame, the light of My love burned brightly for all who, in the succeeding years, would receive Me.


The Cross is saying that the pain of life cannot be avoided, but it is also saying that such pain can be transformed when the divine love is given an entrance. As pain is shot through by My love, heights of endurance and a patience undreamed of can be reached.


Made His light to shine in our hearts.


(2 Corinthians 4.6)




To the seeking heart there is the privilege of coming to an early realisation of the divine love … present from the very beginning of existence, and giving existence its true meaning.


My child, I can already see the day of your complete release from worldly suffering! Share this vision with Me and let it help you to endure.


God will wipe away every tear.


(Revelation 7.17)




Because My love is the one reality, the one permanency of existence, the only true wisdom (not realised by so many), is to cultivate a knowledge of that love.


This is not easy in the setting of your world, with its deceptions and its discouragements, but if you simply show Me your desire to know My love, that is what I look for in order to reveal that love, increasingly, to you.


Is that desire there? If this is so, be assured that, knowing your heart, I am at work, even now, to grant you that priceless knowledge.


Turn to Me with all your heart.


(Joel 2.12)




My child, can you see that the coming to your world at Bethlehem and the Cross of Calvary are one whole?


He made Himself nothing.


(Philippians 2.5)




It is hard for mankind to realise that the love with which I created – on a scale which can only be dimly realised – was focused in the events of Bethlehem and Calvary.
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