

[image: image]





[image: image]






[image: image]





Copyright © 2009, 2022 by David Miller


First published by Pepperbox Press, 2009


First Skyhorse Publishing Edition 2022


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.


Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.


Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.


Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.


Cover design by David Ter-Avanesyan


Cover photos credit: Getty Images


Paperback ISBN: 978-1-5107-5655-7


Ebook ISBN: 978-1-5107-5682-3


Printed in China




Introduction


The development of the Longarm, that being a long smooth-bored barrel mounted on a wooden stock which could be fired from the shoulder using both hands, led to it becoming in common use by infantry from the 14th century onwards. This coincided with it gradually becoming more effective, more accurate, and above all, more reliable. Development went in fits and starts, however, with long periods where nothing much changed.


By the time of the American Civil War smoothbore flintlock arms were still in evidence but the pressure of the war made demands on technology which fast-forwarded the development of the longarm by many years. The need for superior accuracy to inflict maximum damage on the other side led to the development of the rifled barrel which enabled troops to pick off the enemy at greater ranges before the opponent’s guns became effective. The need for more reliable ignition led to the widespread adoption of the percussion cap. Other developments like the Minie bullet which expanded in the bore of the barrel to give a more effective gas seal also increased range and velocity. Multi-shot firearms like the lever-action Henry Rifle (see page 21) and the Spencer Repeating Carbine (page 37) also came into use on the Union side giving them a tremendous advantage.


During the Frontier period (1870-1900) the rifle developed alongside the shotgun (which is also covered in this book), to the point where at the end of the era the first semi-automatic rifles and shotguns appeared, mostly by courtesy of one man ‒ John M. Browning.


Two World wars saw both weapons used martially ‒ the shotgun such as the Stevens Model 620 (page 237,) in a close combat role, and the rifle used as the main weapon of the infantry like the Mauser K98 (page 104) but with special versions developed for sniping and elite forces units.


Arriving in the modern period we can see state-of-the-art automatic “Assault” rifles like the Colt M16 (page 135) and sophisticated modern sporting weapons ‒ both rifles like the Remington Nylon 66 (page 170) and shotguns like the Mossberg Model 500 (page 221) that have benefited from the pressure of military development. At the same time we show examples of guns which are still shot for pleasure that ignore all trappings of modernity like the traditional English style side by side shotgun, the Gamba London (page 215) and high quality traditional single-shot bolt-action hunting rifles like the Weatherby Mark V series (page 187).
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1 HISTORIC RIFLES





Baker Rifle


Designed by Ezekiel Baker and first selected for service in 1800, the Baker was the first general issue rifled weapon to enter British service. A muzzle-loading flintlock piece, it fired a tight-fitting ball that had to be firmly rammed into the barrel. A wooden mallet was originally issued to assist in this task. It enabled riflemen to operate in open formations and pick off their targets at longer ranges than was possible with smoothbore muskets.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock rifle


Origin: Tower Armouries, England


Caliber: .62


Barrel length: 30.25in





Beach


Claudius H. Beach was a gunsmith at Marshall, Michigan and is known to have been active in the years 1868-77, but probably set up business before that date and finished later. This percussion sporting rifle has a cast steel barrel from which the original rear sight has been removed and replaced by an adjustable sight mounted on the tang. This weapon is clearly marked with the maker’s name, but has no date.
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Type: Percussion rifle


Origin: C. H. Beach, Marshal, Michigan


Caliber: .40


Barrel length: 29in





Brown Bess Short land Pattern Musket


From about the 1730 onwards, the British Army was equipped with a series of simple, effective flintlock muskets, known by the soldiers’ nickname of “Brown Bess.” This was never a formal title, and the term covered a multitude of variations in caliber, muzzle length and lock detail. The Short Land Pattern shown here entered service from about 1763 onwards, becoming the standard issue arm and a popular gun with soldiers for the next 100 years or so.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock musket


Origin: Tower Armories, England


Caliber: .75


Barrel length: 42in





Brown Bess Mortimer 3rd Model


The Brown Bess was also manufactured by a number of contractors, and this one has the markings of H.W Mortimer and Co. of London. The marking states: “H.W. Mortimer Gunmaker to his Majesty”. Henry Walkgate Mortimer was born in 1753 and received this Royal Appointment from George III in 1783. He also made guns for the East India Company and was gunmaker to the British Post Office, making mail coach Blunderbusses and Pistols. He died in 1811.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock musket


Origin: H.W. Mortimer and Co of London, England


Caliber: .75


Barrel length: 39in





Bodenheimer Half-Stock Percussion Rifle


William Bodenheimer, Senior, arrived in Lancaster, Ohio in 1817 and set up business as a gunsmith. His son, William Bodenheimer, Junior, joined his father in 1849 and took over before his father’s death in 1876. This fine rifle is one of their products, a traditional half-stocked percussion rifle, the style of which dates back to the early nineteenth century. Like so many rifles of the period it carries the maker’s name but no date.
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Type: Percussion rifle


Origin: William Bodenheimer, Lancaster, Ohio


Caliber: .33


Barrel length: 39.5in





Charleville Musket


The first French standardised model musket appeared in 1717 and this was followed by a series of modifications over the ensuing century. The weapon seen here was made in France at the government-owned Manufacture de Charleville. The three barrel bands suggest that it is a Model 1728, and was among the weapons supplied to the United States’ Continental Army in 1778, during the Revolutionary War. Such French flintlock muskets served as the pattern for the Springfield M1795.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock musket


Origin: Manufacture de Charleville, Charleville, France


Caliber: .36


Barrel length: 44.5in





Enfield Pattern 1853 Rifle Musket (3-Band)


By 1853 the British Government were waking up to fact that to keep up with the French their infantry needed a standard issue rifled arm. Captain Claude Minie had developed an elongated lead bullet, which fitted the barrel and was therefore easily loadable. On firing a plug at the rear of the projectile was forced forward, expanding its thin lead rim, forming a tight gas seal as the bullet traveled up the barrel. The British developed an improved version with a hollow base where the expanding gases behind the bullet flared out the rim the form the all-important gas seal. The Enfield Pattern 1853 was designed to use this ammunition.




Type: Muzzle-loading percussion rifle


Origin: Enfield, England and Tower Armories, England


Caliber: .577


Barrel length: 39in
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Relatively light, well made, popular and effective, it used metal bands to fix the barrel to the stock. The standard infantry rifle with the 39in barrel used three such bands, hence the “3-Band” designation.
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Many were made at the Royal Ordnance Factory in Enfield, London, while others were made by various contractors, even though marked Tower Armouries. We show here another contract rifle made by Parker Field.
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Britain’s Volunteer regiments were equipped with worn out guns from the Crimea so many better off recruits purchased their own weapons from one of the many London gunmakers who produced contract versions of the Enfield.


Harper’s Ferry Model 1795 Musket


Harper’s Ferry is named after Robert Harper, an English immigrant, who established a watermill there in 1748. It was selected by George Washington himself, as the site for a national gun foundry this being duly authorized by Congress in 1794, with production starting in 1796. Shown here is a Model 1795 manufactured in 1815 and is in original condition, complete with its ramrod and 16 inch bayonet.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock musket


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Harper’s Ferry, Virginia,


Caliber: .69


Barrel length: 44.5in





Harper’s Ferry Model 1803 Rifle


The Model 1803 was the first weapon to be officially accepted as a standard design by the U.S. Army. It was intended for use by “riflemen” and efforts were made to reduce the weight. Since riflemen were not expected to engage in hand-to-hand combat it was not equipped with a bayonet. The original barrel of the Model 1803 was 33 inches long but in 1814 this was increased to the 36 inches seen here.
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Type: Muzzle-loading flintlock rifle


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Harper’s Ferry, Virginia,


Caliber: .54


Barrel length: 36in





Harper’s Ferry Model 1816 Musket


The Harper’s Ferry Model 1816 was manufactured from 1817 to 1844 with three minor variations. From 1832 on barrels were “bright” until production ended in 1844, and it’s this production that is identified as the Type III shown here. In the 1850s many were altered by the “bolster” conversion to percussion firing and some of these were altered yet again during the Civil War, with rifled barrels, sights and a "patent breech."
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Type: Muzzle-loading, flintlock musket


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Harper’s Ferry, Virginia.


Caliber: .69


Barrel length: 42in





Pomeroy Muskets


Lemuel Pomeroy ran his arms factory at Pitfield, Massachusetts from 1809 onwards. It appears to have been reasonably successful as he had a staff of 33 and received regular government contracts. The weapon seen here is a Pomeroy version of the popular U.S. Model 1816 musket and bayonet, produced in response to a contract for 5,000 such weapons. Many such guns would have survived to be converted to percussion ignition at the outset of the Civil War.
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Type: Breech-loading musket


Origin: L. Pomeroy, Pitfield, Massachusetts


Caliber: .69


Barrel length: 42in





Quackenbush Safety Rifle


Henry M. Quackenbush, of Herkimer, New York, designed and manufactured his first air pistol in 1871 and his business grew so rapidly that several moves to ever-larger premises were required. He produced a line of air pistols and air rifles, and in 1886 he produced his first .22 rifle design. The .22 rifle seen here is elegant in its simplicity, having reduced the individual components to the essential minimum.
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Type: Bolt-operated, single shot rifle


Origin: H.M. Quackenbush, Herkimer, New York


Caliber: .22


Barrel length: 22in





Siebert Plains Rifle


Charles Siebert (1839-1915) started to work for his brother, Christian, at the age of twelve in his brother’s gunshop in Columbus, Ohio. He then moved to Circleville, about 30 miles South of Columbus and also in Ohio, where he established his own business. This classic plains rifle is unusual in having a round barrel, since most small-town gunsmiths of the period did not have the necessary tools for turning a round barrel.
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Type: Muzzle-loading hunting rifle


Origin: Charles M. Siebert, Circleville, Pickaway County, Ohio


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 39in
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2 THE CIVIL WAR





Allen and Wheelock Drop Breech Rifle


A single shot breechloader produced from 1860 to 1871, some saw military service in the Civil War as privately procured weapons. It has a part round, part octagonal barrel between 23 and 28 inches long. The breech block drops down when the trigger guard is lowered, ejecting the case and allowing a fresh round to be inserted. Made in a variety of calibers-.22 through .44, all rimfire. Total production 1500-2000.
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Type: Single shot breechloading rimfire rifle


Origin: Allen & Wheelock, Worcester, Massachusetts


Caliber: .42 A&W rimfire


Barrel length: 26in





Ball lever Action Carbine


Although this gun was delivered too late for action it is generally considered a Civil War weapon. The carbine is a 7 shot rimfire repeating arm, operated by a lever which doubles as the trigger guard. The left hand side of the receiver has a robust saddle-ring or a sliding lug. It has a two-piece walnut stock with a three-quarter length forend fastened by two barrel bands.
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Type: Repeating cartridge carbine


Origin: Lamson & Co., Windsor, Vermont,


Caliber: .50 rimfire


Barrel length: 20.5in





Bridesburg Model 1861 Rifle Musket


This Model 1861 rifle musket was manufactured by the Bridesburg Machine Works that was owned by Alfred Jenks and his son, Barton, who at the outbreak of the Civil War, were well-established and successful manufacturers of cotton and wool milling machines. They built a new factory in 1863 to house some 150 workers who produced around 5000 US Government pattern muskets per month.
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Type: Percussion service musket


Origin: Bridesburg Machine Works, Pennsylvania


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 40in





Bridesburg Model 1863 Rifle Musket


The Model 1863 was effectively a Model 1861 with some minor improvements to the hammer and muzzle retaining bands in the Type I and further modifications to the rearsight and spring retainers for the barrel bands in the Type II. Bridesburg were one of several manufacturers who made contract rifles during the Civil War. By the end they had produced just under 100,000 rifles for the Federal Government.
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Type: Percussion service musket


Origin: Bridesburg Machine Works, Pennsylvania


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 40in





J.F. Brown Target/Sniper Rifle


This weapon is of a type used by sharpshooters in the Civil War when it represented the very latest technology. The weapon was made by J.F. Brown of Haverhill Massachusetts. The telescopic sight was manufactured by L.M. Amadon of Bellows Falls, Vermont, who was one of the pioneers of such devices. Both Amadon and Brown were famous in their time for the high quality of their products.
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Type: Percussion rifle


Origin: J. F. Brown, Haverhill, Massachusetts


Caliber: .45


Barrel length: 32.5in





Burnside Carbine


The prolific Burnside carbine remained in production from 1857 to 1865. Designed by Ambrose E. Burnside, who formed the Bristol Firearms Co. in Rhode Island, and later improved by one of his gunsmiths, George P. Foster. Finally Burnside had sold his interests in the company, going on to greater things as the commander of the Army of the Potomac.
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Type: Percussion breechloading carbine


Origin: Bristol Firearms Co., Providence, Rhode Island


Caliber: .54


Barrel length: 21 in





Colt Model 1855 Revolving Carbine


A reasonably rare weapon that was produced in .36, .44 and .56 inch caliber and in barrel lengths of 15, 18, 21 and 24 inches. Only 4,435 were produced and their manufacture lasted from 1856-64. The .56 caliber version had a five shot cylinder and the .36 and .44 calibers were graced with six shots. This would have given the weapon a distinct advantage over single shot carbines of the day.
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Type: Percussion revolving carbine


Origin: Colt Armaments Manufacturing Co, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .56


Barrel length: see text





Colt Special Model 1861 Musket


Samuel Colt claimed that the "Colt Special", combined the best features of the Springfield Model 1861 musket and the Enfield Pattern 1853, although it was, in reality, a Model 1861 simply re-engineered in order to make it suitable for manufacture on the Enfield machinery Colt had already bought from the bankrupt Robbins & Lawrence. Colt won his orders and deliveries started in September 1862. Colt’s production total was 131,000 weapons.
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Type: Percussion service musket


Origin: Colt Armaments Manufacturing Co, Hartford, Connecticut


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 40in





Cook and Brother Carbine


A muzzle-loading carbine from the early Civil War period based on the Enfield 1853 Pattern carbine, made by Ferdinand and Francis Cook, who set up shop in New Orleans in 1860.Over 1,500 guns of this type were produced. Stocks were either walnut or maple but some were pecan wood which was readily available in the South. Furniture was brass with a cast iron ramrod with flat button tip operated by a swivel joint.
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Type: Percussion carbine


Origin: Cook & Brother, New Orleans, later Athens, Georgia


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 21 in





Cosmopolitan Carbine


This forerunner to the Gwyn & Campbell Carbine was made in the same factory at Hamilton, Ohio. An order for 1,140 units for the State of Illinois was placed through the U.S Ordnance Dept, in December 1861 and delivered the following July. Virtually the whole batch was issued to the 5th and 6th Illinois Cavalry. The 6th Illinois Cavalry, commanded by Benjamin Grierson, took part in “Grierson’s Raid” in April-May 1863.
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Type: Percussion carbine


Origin: Cosmopolitan Arms Co., Hamilton, Ohio


Caliber: 52


Barrel length: 19in





Dickson Nelson & Co Rifle


Dickson, Nelson and Co manufactured rifles for the Confederacy based on the U.S. Model 1841. Also known as the Shakanoosa Arms Company, its founders William Dickson and Owen O.Nelson manufactured arms in first in Adairsville, Georgia (1862-63), Macon (1863-64) and finally Dawson, Georgia (1864-1865). The gun shown has a raised tang rear sight and sling swivels on the trigger guard and forend. Its lock date is 1865 and the stock is made of dark cherry wood with brass mountings.
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Type; Percussion rifle


Origin: Dickson Nelson & Co, Georgia


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 33in





Enfield Pattern 1853 Cavalry Carbine


A Carbine version of the Pattern 1853 Enfield was also made for cavalry and artillery issue. As can be seen the gun uses the same lock mechanism as its larger brethren, and is distinguished by its short 21 inch barrel, secured by just two barrel bands and a swivel ramrod. Many of these guns were ordered by the Confederate States, although fewer than 5,000 of them actually got through the blockade.
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Type: Muzzle-loading percussion carbine


Origin: Enfield, England


Caliber: .577


Barrel length: 21 in





Enfield Rifles in American Service


When the Civil War started both sides looked to overseas to make up the shortfall in their infantry weapons. While a range of longarms was procured, the most popular foreign arm quickly became the Enfield Pattern 1853.


Along with the Springfield Model 1861, the Enfield was one of the the most numerous longarms in the war, and in fact, while nominally .577 caliber, it could also fire the .58 Springfield ammunition. When the war was a growing certainty the Chief of Ordnance of the Confederacy, Colonel Josiah Gorgas, was only too aware of the fact that manufacturing industry in the South could not supply enough arms to properly equip his forces. He sent his agent Caleb Huse to England and other European countries to buy arms. Because of the bad feeling over the War of Independence and that of 1812, and perhaps closer cultural affinities with the Southern States, England particularly wished to support the Confederate war effort. Huse managed to procure over 400,000 of the Pattern 1853 series.
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Type: Muzzle-loading percussion rifle


Origin: Enfield, England


Caliber: .577


Barrel length: 39in
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The standard Enfield barrel length at 39 inches could be cumbersome to aim so a 2-band Enfield Pattern 1856 (with shorter 36in barrel) was available.


Fayetteville Confederate Rifle Type I


After the Confederate raid on the Harper’s Ferry Armory in the spring of 1861, captured components, gunmaking tools and equipment were removed to the Confederate Armories at Richmond and Fayetteville. Most of the production at Fayetteville was based on the design of the Model 1855 rifle. The early production Type I (shown here) had a hump on the lockplate which was shaped to accept the Maynard taped primer system which the Confederates didn’t have access to.
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Type: Percussion rifle


Origin: Fayetteville Armory, North Carolina


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 33in





Fayetteville Confederate Rifle Type II


A later production Fayetteville Type II with the “low hump” lockplate and a hammer with a distinctive S shaped contour. The earlier Type I had a lock plate with a higher hump to the same profile as the Maynard Tape Primer system (see previous entry.)This particular gun shows the results of over-enthusiastic cleaning and sanding at some point in its history. The most collectible examples are stamped C.S.A.on the brass buttplate tang.
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Type: Percussion rifle


Origin: Fayetteville Armory, North Carolina


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 33in





Gallager Carbine


Designed by Mahlon J. Gallager from South Carolina, this gun was used extensively in the Civil War. Patented July 17th 1860, almost 18.000 were produced at the Richardson and Overman factory in Philadelphia. It was single shot breechloader in .50 inch caliber loaded by activating the trigger guard to slide the barrel forward allowing access to the breech. The patchbox was a luxury which other manufacturers avoided in order to keep costs down.
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Type: Breech-loading percussion carbine


Origin: Richardson & Overman, Philadelphia.


Caliber: .50


Barrel length: 22.25in





Gibbs Carbine


Shown here is one of the rarest Civil War carbines to have survived. An order for 10,000 was placed by the federal government with the New York, Phoenix arms factory, owned by W.F Brooks and W.W. Marsden. The factory was destroyed in the New York Draft Riots of 1863, at which time only 1,052 guns had been completed. The action is similar in operation to that of the Gallager with the barrel sliding forward to access the breech.
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Type: Breech-loading percussion carbine


Origin: William F. Brooks, New York


Caliber: .52


Barrel length: 22in





Greene Carbine


This carbine was produced in limited quantities at the Chicopee Falls factory of the Massachusetts Arms Co. The gun is a .54 caliber single shot breechloader using the Maynard tape primer ignition system. The 22 inch barrel swung down and to the right to allow access to the breech, and the sling was mounted on the trigger guard. 300 were made and some are known to have been issued to the 6th Ohio Cavalry.
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Type: Breech-loading percussion carbine


Origin: Massachusetts Arms Co., Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts


Caliber: .54


Barrel length: 18in





Greene Bolt Action Rifle


The first bolt-action rifle purchased by the U.S. government, some 900 were delivered during the Civil War. Patented by Lt. Col. J. Durrell Greene, it used a twisted oval section bore which imparted a spin in the same way as rifling. The hammer was underneath, in front of the trigger guard. After locking the bolt, the firer still had to insert a percussion priming cap on the nipple beneath the stock.
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Type: Single-shot, bolt-action percussion rifle


Origin: A. H. Waters, Millbury, Massachusetts


Caliber: .53


Barrel length: 35in





Gwyn & Campbell Carbine


Also known as the “Union Carbine” or the “Grapevine Carbine,” it was manufactured by Edward Gwyn and Abner C. Campbell of Hamilton, Ohio, and was the successor to the Cosmopolitan. Made between 1863-64, 8,202 of these carbines were widely issued to the Union Cavalry regiments. The example shown is the Type 1, identified by its serpentine hammer and spur at the rear of the trigger guard which acts as a lever latch to open the breech.
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Type: Percussion breech-loading carbine


Origin: Edward Gwyn and Abner C. Campbell, Ohio


Caliber: .52


Barrel length: 20in





Harper’s Ferry Model 1841 “Mississippi Rifle”


When production of the Hall breech-loading rifle ended in 1841, the Harper’s Ferry factory was converted to manufacture the U.S. Model 1841 rifle. Some 25,000 were produced there between 1846 and 1855. The Model 1841 will always be known as the “Mississippi rifle” in memory of the troops who used it during the Mexican-American War, particularly at the Battle of Buena Vista against Santa Anna’s Mexican army in1847. Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifles, armed with the new gun turned the tide for the outnumbered US troops, and it has been known ever since been known as the “Mississippi rifle” in their honor.




Type: Muzzle-loading, percussion rifle


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Virginia,


Caliber: .54


Barrel length: 33in
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This example is dated 1850 and appears to be in original condition and complete except for the sling swivels.
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Another Model 1841, though not in as complete condition, because although the swivels and sling are present the ramrod is missing.
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The third rifle has the original rearsight and bayonet mount, and when opened the patchbox contains spare nipple, balls and patch material.


Harper’s Ferry Model 1842


No less than 106,629 of these Model 1842 smoothbore muskets were made between 1844 and 1855, the example seen here having left the factory in 1851. Its battered appearance shows that it has seen much hard service, but not so immediately obvious is that, for some reason, two-and-a-half inches have been cut off the muzzle. A lot of Model 1842s were modified after leaving Harper’s Ferry particularly during the Civil War when many guns were rifled.
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Type: Muzzle-loading, percussion musket


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Virginia,


Caliber: .69


Barrel length: 42in





Harper’s Ferry Model 1855 Percussion Rifle Musket


Over 59,000 of these Model 1855 rifle muskets were made at the Harpers Ferry and Springfield Armories, and most saw extensive service during the Civil War. It was the first issue firearm to fire the .58 expanding Minie bullet, and also used the Maynard Tape Priming system instead of individual percussion primer caps. In April 1861 Harper’s Ferry was overrun by Confederate forces and the production equipment seized to make rifles for the South.
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Type: Muzzle-loading, percussion musket


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Virginia,


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 40in





Harper’s Ferry Model 1855 Percussion Rifle


A development of the Model 1855 rifle musket, the Model 1855 Rifle had a shorter barrel (at 33in) fixed to the stock by only two bands instead of three. It kept the same Maynard primer mechanism and used the same .58 Minie bullet. Only 7,613 of these rifles were made before the Harper’s Ferry Armory was destroyed in 1861. The Model 1855 was the last muzzle-loading rifle to be adopted by a significant national armory.
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Type: Muzzle-loading, percussion rifle


Origin: Harper’s Ferry Armory, Virginia,


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 33in





Henry Rifle


Invented and patented by B. Tyler Henry (1821-1898), the Henry rifle was chambered for the .44 Henry cartridge, with a fifteen-round, tubular magazine in the butt. It had an octagonal 24 inch barrel with no foregrip, but with a walnut buttstock and a brass butt-plate. Some 14,000 of these rifles were made between 1861 and 1866, of which the early examples had iron frames and the remainder, as seen here, brass frame. The gun was significant in the Civil War because of its superior firepower. A drawback was that the shooters forehand gripped the bare barrel which became hot in action.




Type: Tubular-magazine, lever-action rifle


Origin: New Haven Arms Co. Connecticut


Caliber: .44 Henry


Barrel length: 24in





[image: image]


This particular weapon, with serial #8794, has been identified as one of a batch issued to troops on guard duties in the area of Washington DC, in the latter part of the Civil War.
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Another brass frame Henry, this one carries the serial 788. This gun has a rear sight which has been made from an “Indian head” penny inserted into a slot cut into the barrel.


Jenks Mule Ear” Carbine


The original model was designed by William Jenks who signed a contract with the navy in 1841 for the supply of 4,250 of his breech-loading carbines. They were named “Mule Ear” because of the distinctive shape of the breechlever and sidehammer, this being the only sidehammer weapon ever to see service in the U.S. forces. The initial order was subcontracted to sword manufacturer N.P.Ames but after 1845 all production was at Remington’s factory.
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Type: Percussion Carbine


Origin: Remington, llion, New York


Caliber: .54


Barrel length: 24in





Joslyn Model 1862 and 1864 Carbines


The Joslyn turned out to be one of the most prolific of Civil War arms, being produced from early in the War through to spring 1865. It evolved during that time from percussion cap ignition to .52 rimfire ammunition in the early 1862 model, with the nipple giving way to the firing pin. The Model 1862 accounted for about 3,500 of the total run of 16,500 with the Model 1864 accounting for the bulk of the production, of which some 8,000 units were official Federal government purchase and 4,500 privately purchased through military outfitters like Schuyler, Hartley & Graham in New York.




Type: Single-shot cartridge carbine


Origin: Joslyn Firearms Co., Connecticut


Caliber: .52 rimfire


Barrel length: 22in
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Among the many Union cavalry regiments issued with the Joslyn were the 4th and 8th Indiana; 19th New York; 13th Tennessee; 9th Pennsylvania; and the 3rd West Virginia.
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The late Model 1862 mainly differs in the style of the latch for the breechblock and an exposed firing pin extension. It has brass stock mountings.
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The later Model 1864 shown here has a hooded type firing pin and casehardened iron mountings and lockplate.


Justice Rifled Musket


P.S. Justice began manufacturing rifles and rifle muskets as the Civil War broke out in 1861, one of many new manufacturers trying to meet the demand for weapons from Union forces. Justice rifles were not of particularly high quality, but were some of the first wartime production to get into the hands of the fighting men. Most were assembled from a mixture of existing components, and this rifle has some parts dated 1829.
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Type: Percussion rifle musket


Origin: P.S. Justice, Philadelphia


Caliber: .69


Barrel length: 39in





Lee Single-Shot Carbine


A few hundred of these carbines were made in Milwaukee, Wisconsin from 1864-65. The mechanism was unusual, in that the centrally mounted hammer formed part of the barrel lock. When unlocked, reloading was achieved by pivoting the rear of the barrel out to the right. Ammunition was .44 rimfire. A further order was placed for 1,000 and the barrels, made by Remington, were produced in the wrong caliber leading to rejection of the order.
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Type: Single-shot cartridge carbine


Origin: Lee Firearms Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin


Caliber: .44 rimfire


Barrel length: 21 in





Lindner Carbine


This carbine was a .58 inch caliber single shot breech-loader activated by turning a sleeve on the barrel through 180 degrees, allowing the spring loaded breechblock to pop up ready for loading. The first type was produced in two contracts totaling 892 guns, and were marked “Edward Lindner’s/ Patent /March 29, 1859” on the breech only. They were used by the 1st Michigan Cavalry and the 8th West Virginia Mounted Infantry.
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Type: Percussion breech-loading carbine


Origin: Edward Lindner, New Hampshire


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 20in





Lindsay Two-Shot Musket


There were many attempts to find a means of delivering more than one shot from the same weapon without reloading. John Parker Lindsay of New York City was one of those who devoted much effort to solving this problem and patented a system in which two chambers fed into a single barrel, the two shots being fired consecutively. He received a government order on December 17, 1863 for 1,000 muskets to this design.
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Type: two-shot, single-barrel musket


Origin: J.P. Lindsay Manufacturing Company, New Haven, Connecticut


Caliber: .58


Barrel length: 41 in





Lorenz Model 1854 Rifle Musket


This weapon was designed by Lieutenant Lorenz of the Imperial Austro-Hungarian Army. When the Civil War broke out purchasers from both the Union and the Confederacy scoured Europe looking for firearms, and as the Lorenz was then being replaced by a Model 1862 rifle in Austro-Hungarian service, many thousands were readily available. As a result, the Model 1854 musket was used by both sides; the Union bought some 225,000 and the Confederacy approximately 100,000.
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Type: Rifled percussion musket


Origin: Austro-Hungarian state arsenals


Caliber: .54 or .58


Barrel length: 39in





Marlin-Ballard Carbine


Charles H. Ballard invented and patented the “dropping-block” action in 1861. In this system, the breechblock, which contained the hammer, trigger mechanism and the associated springs, was pushed down by the operating lever and moved away from the chamber. In its original form the empty cartridge was ejected by the use of a large stud which projected below the fore-end. Civil War production of the carbine was approximately 6,600 units made by Ball & Williams.
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Type: Ballard-patent carbine


Origin: Ball & Williams, Worcester, Massachusetts


Caliber: .44


Barrel length: 22in





Maynard Carbine


Manufactured by the Massachusetts Arms Co. of Chicopee Falls, the gun was designed by Dr Edward Maynard, inventor of the tape primer ignition system which this weapon utilized. The Company is worthy of mention in that many famous names are featured in the original board of directors of 1851, including Horace Smith and Daniel B. Wesson (later to form Smith and Wesson), Joshua Stevens (later J. Stevens Arms Co.) and J.T. Ames (Ames Mfg. Co.). The company entered the longarms market in 1855 with the manufacture of the Greene breech-loading carbine, followed by the first Maynard Carbines in 1858-59.




Type: Percussion, breech-loading carbine


Origin: Massachusetts Arms Company, Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts


Caliber: .50


Barrel length: 20in
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The First Model carbine (not shown) manufactured between 1858 and 1859 is easily identified by its patchbox in the stock. About 5,000 of these were made and were variously distributed to the 9th Pennsylvania and 1st Wisconsin regiments.
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The vast majority of the output was of the Second Model, with over 20,000 manufactured between 1863-65 and known officially as the Model 1863.
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All of our featured weapons are from the Second Model production and are shown in various different states of preservation. All are .50 inch caliber.


Merrill Carbine


A simple and effective breechloader, a total quantity of 14,495 carbines were made by H. Merrill of Baltimore, Maryland. The majority of the production was accounted for by Federal government purchase but some weapons did reach the Confederacy. The Second Model was in part inspired by the pressures of wartime production saving both time and cost which accounts for the missing patchbox. There were improvements too, like the copper-faced breech plunger that sealed the percussion cartridge in the breech allowing less gas to escape. The Second Model also had modifications to the breech lever latch, making it a rounded button as opposed to a flat knurled type.
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