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Sparkling adventures
under the sea!
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ECHO REEF IS DOING tail flips because she’s going to see her favorite under-the-sea boy band, the Rays! They’re performing at her class mate Pearl’s birth day party, and everyone who goes to Trident Academy is invited. Everyone, that is, except Echo’s best friend, Shelly!


Echo doesn’t want to miss the Rays, but how can she even think of going to the party without her best friend? Can Echo convince Pearl to invite Shelly? Or will she have to come up with a plan—and a surprise—of her own?
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This book is a work of fiction. Any references to historical events, real people, or real locales are used fictitiously. Other names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author’s imagination, and any resemblance to actual events or locales or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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To Nixon Fow,
may you have many adventures
in your third year
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The News


WHAT IS TAKING SHELLY so long?” Echo asked. She swam back and forth, then peeked around the corner of her shell. If Shelly didn’t hurry, they would be late for school.
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“Too bad I don’t have one of those gadgets humans use to talk to someone who’s far away,” Echo said.


People fascinated Echo. Ever since Shelly’s grandfather had told her about their machines that capture singing, Echo had wanted to see a human. She even wondered what it would be like to not have a tail.


She did a huge backward flip and smiled. Having a tail did have some advantages. If she kept practicing her flips, she hoped to make the Tail Flippers team at her new school, Trident Academy. Tryouts were this week. Her best friend, Shelly, had already tried out for the Shell Wars sports team at school. Echo did another flip, this time twisting sideways.


“That was great,” Shelly said, swimming up beside her.


“There you are!” Echo squealed. “Have you heard the news?”


“Yes!” Shelly shouted. “I can’t wait!”


“Me neither,” Echo said. “Come on, let’s get to school.”


The two mergirls splashed past the statues of famous merfolk in MerPark.


“I can’t believe Pearl was able to do it,” Echo said as they swam quickly along.


Shelly brushed a lock of red hair out of her face. “Pearl?” she asked. “Pearl didn’t even try out.” Pearl was another mergirl in their third-grade class, who seemed to think she was better than everyone else.
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