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For all the Candy Fairies fans!
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Sweet Sun Dip


Berry the Fruit Fairy flew across Sugar Valley. She had been in the Sour Orchard picking fruit gems for her latest dress design and hadn’t realized how late it had gotten! Sometimes Berry got caught up in her fashion designs and lost track of time. The sun was sliding quickly toward the top of the Frosted Mountains. Soon it would be Sun Dip, the time of day when Berry and her Candy Fairy friends got together at Licorice Lake to watch the sunset. They liked to catch up with one another and eat sweet treats.


“There you are!” Melli the Caramel Fairy exclaimed as Berry landed on the red sugar sand at the lake.


“I was getting worried!” Raina the Gummy Fairy said.


Berry smiled. “I wouldn’t miss Sun Dip and Melli’s fresh caramels,” she said. “And I want to see Princess Dash.” A smile spread across her face. “I’m still not used to saying that,” she said, giggling.
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Their friend Dash the Mint Fairy had been crowned Peppermint Princess when it was discovered she was from a line of Mint royalty in Peppermint Kingdom. Dash’s great-great-grandparents were king and queen of the frozen Peppermint Kingdom on Ice Cream Isles. Long ago, when an evil ogre threatened their palace and candy, the royals moved to Peppermint Grove in Sugar Valley for safety. Now Dash split her time between Candy Kingdom and the Ice Cream Isles. She tried to get back for a few Sun Dips each month. Berry loved seeing her Mint Fairy friend and hearing all about princess life in the frozen Peppermint Kingdom.


“Hello!” Dash called to Berry. She flew to her friend and gave her a tight squeeze. She peered over Berry’s shoulder to get a look into Melli’s basket. “And Melli made my favorite caramels! What an extra-sweet Sun Dip!”


Melli lifted up the basket. “Yes,” she said. “Fresh caramel for the princess.”


“Oh, stop calling me princess,” Dash said. She sat down on the blanket. “But I will take a caramel candy!”


“But you are a princess,” Melli told her.


“I’m still Dash the Mint Fairy, and your friend.” Dash stood tall and stuck out her chest proudly.


Berry laughed. “That’s for sure,” she said. She sat next to Dash and opened her bag. “Wait till you see the sugar-tastic  gems I found in Sour Orchard today.”


Dash rolled her eyes. The sporty Mint Fairy was not so enthusiastic about sugar gems. Even though Dash was now a princess, she was still the same minty sports-loving Candy Fairy she had always been.


“Dash, even you will be impressed,” Berry said. She unwrapped her package with care. “These gems will make any outfit shine for Mini’s ball!”


The royal ball was the talk of Sugar Valley. It was a grand party for Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop’s baby, Princess Mini, to celebrate her first birthday. The whole kingdom was preparing for the event.


“You were getting gems for your outfit?” Cocoa the Chocolate Fairy asked.


“My outfit and all of your outfits too,” Berry replied with a wink. “This is going to be a delicious party. There will be fairies from all the kingdoms there. Everyone wants to celebrate Princess Mini’s first birthday. And we are all going to look sugar-tastic!”


“I’m more interested in the sugar bowl touch,” Dash said. “When the sugar bowl is put in front of Princess Mini, I want to see what kind of candy she makes with her touch.”


“Everyone in Sugar Valley is waiting to see what her talent will be,” Raina said. At a Candy Fairy’s first birthday, a sugar bowl was placed in front of the baby. When the baby fairy touched the sugar, a candy would appear, and at that moment everyone would know what type of Candy Fairy the young fairy would become. For a royal baby, the sugar bowl touch was a much bigger occasion.


“Candy Fairy or Ice Cream Fairy?” Raina asked. “What do you think?”


Dash popped a mint chocolate in her mouth. “I have no idea!” She licked her fingers. “But she is a supersweet baby fairy princess.”


The five Candy Fairies loved being with Princess Mini. Because they were so close with Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop, they had already spent a lot of time with the little princess.


“I hope she is a Candy Fairy,” Berry said.


“Me too,” Melli said. “But being an Ice Cream Fairy like her dad would be pretty sweet.”


Cocoa nodded. “That is true,” she said. “But she could be like her aunt Princess Sprinkle and make cupcakes and cakes.”


Dash laughed. “No matter what, sure as sugar, she is the sweetest!”


“We can agree on that,” Raina said. “And this ball is going to be sweet-tacular! Berry, let’s see your drawings of the dresses.”
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Berry rolled out her dress drawings on Melli’s blanket. She showed her friends the new styles she was creating for the royal ball. “See the space on the collar? That is where I am going to put these sugar gems,” she told her friends.


“Sugar-tastic!”   Raina exclaimed. She reached for a bright red cherry gummy flower that was sticking out of Berry’s bag. “This is beautiful,” she said. “What’s the gummy flower for?”


“I picked this fruit flower to give to Princess Mini when we see her next,” Berry said. “Remember, we grew these in Fruit Chew Meadow?”


Raina clapped her hands. “I do!” she said. “Mini will love that.”


A sugar fly buzzed by Dash’s face and dropped a note in her hand. “Oh, look,” Dash said. “It’s a note from Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop!”


“Read it to us,” Cocoa told Dash.


“The letter says,” Dash said, unfolding the note, “ ‘Please come to tea tomorrow at Candy Castle, with love, Princess Lolli and Prince Scoop.’ We’re going, sure as sugar!” She wrote a reply back and sent the sugar fly on its way.


Raina tapped her chin with her finger. “Hmm, I wonder what they want to ask us.”


“What makes you think they want to ask us something?” Dash said. She reached over for another one of Melli’s caramels. “These are so good, Melli!”
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