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  To my mom and to the memory of my aunt Alice

  Thanks for taking us to Wrigley Field!
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  FOREWORD

  I could tell you about Wrigley Field’s modest beginnings, its architectural niceties and oddities, its hosted feats, its improbable survival as a relic of a team—the Chicago Whales—and a major league that vanished after the 1915 season. But the author, Sam Pathy, does a splendid job of that, aided by wonderful photographs. He tells you everything you ever wanted to know about the Cubs’ cozy old home—and a good deal more that you could not have known you wanted to know, and soon will be happy you do.

  Unlike Comiskey Park, Weeghman Park, as it was originally named for the man who paid for its construction, was no “palace of the fans.” It was instead an Erector Set of a ballpark, thrown up in six weeks or so and costing only a quarter of a million dollars. It was never intended to have lasted this long.

  But Wrigley Field’s continued existence is a principal element of its charm, just as baseball’s past is an enduring feature of its present. To describe Wrigley as a vibrant anachronism is to describe the game itself. Larry Ritter, author of the classic Glory of Their Times, liked to remind his friends that “The best part of baseball today is its yesterdays.” This cannot be said of any other sport, and cannot be said more fervently of any other National League park.

  To survey the landscape of baseball and Wrigley’s part in it, consider that only Boston’s Fenway Park is older (by two years) and that the next oldest ball yard is Dodger Stadium—younger by nearly half a century. Your dad took you to a game here. And his dad took him, maybe sat in this section over here, sharing a bag of peanuts. And moms and daughters have come to Wrigley, too, through five generations. Ordinary people, they live on as ghosts, alongside departed Cub greats Three Finger Brown and Rogers Hornsby and Phil Cavaretta and Ron Santo. Opponents Honus Wagner and Christy Mathewson played here, and so did Hank Greenberg and Babe Ruth, who may or may not have called his shot in Game 3 of the 1932 World Series.

  This is where the All American Girls Professional Baseball League was formed, in 1943. This is where the Chicago Bears of Red Grange, Sid Luckman, and pro football’s first black quarterback, the aptly named Willie Thrower, long cavorted. Wrigley Field is the lone remaining ballpark where Jackie Robinson played.

  This is where Gabby Hartnett hit his homer in the gloamin’, where Ernie Banks won two MVP awards with crummy clubs, where Kerry Wood struck out 20, where Sammy Sosa thrilled a nation. This is Wrigley Field, a shrine of baseball, a Chicago landmark, a national treasure, a museum of a million memories.

  Happy Birthday, Wrigley Field! This book does you proud.

  John Thorn
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  INTRODUCTION

  “[Wrigley Field] is the most wonderful place on earth.”

  —Joe Mock’s Ballpark Guide

  Many baseball fans agree with Joe Mock’s statement. I was lucky enough to see my first ballgame there as a mere eight-year-old. It was July 24, 1969; Ken Holtzman beat Don Sutton and the Dodgers, 5-3.

  Beginning in 1971 and lasting four glorious summers, my mom and my aunt Alice took me to Ladies Day games at Wrigley Field. The mothers got in free and my cousin Gordon and I sat in the grandstands for $1 each.

  These early Wrigley Field visits were all-day affairs. We were at the park when it opened at 10:30 A.M. to claim our favorite spot, the first row of grandstand seats behind home plate. While my mom and my aunt caught up on family news, Gordon and I roamed the park for two hours: watching batting practice, scoring autographs, and salivating at the myriad of options at the souvenir stands (I still have my “Cub Power” button and Ron Santo mini-bat).

  After noon, we devoured half-frozen ham sandwiches and Kool-Aid my mom trucked from home. We’d eat to the strains of Frank Pellico at the ballpark organ. Next we’d fill in our scorecards, courtesy of public address man Pat Pieper. He introduced the lineups in his familiar style—“Attention! Attention please! Have your pencils and scorecards ready, and I will give you the correct lineups for today’s ballgame.”

  With hours of fun already behind us, it was game time. We cheered our heroes: Williams, Kessinger, and Jenkins. We’d join in the ebullient kids’ chant of “We want a hit!” when the Cubs were at bat. Afterwards we’d make our way home, exhausted but joyous. These were the best days of my childhood.

  But this starry-eyed ten-year-old had no notion that three previous generations of kids spent their childhoods at Wrigley Field. The park was sixty years old and the recognizable buildings over the outfield walls even older. The bleachers, the ivy, and the pennant-topped scoreboard—the most beloved attractions in the park—were already thirty-five-year traditions. I also didn’t know that Wrigley Field installed the first ballpark organ in 1941 and that Pat Pieper, now in his mid-eighties, spent nearly all of his working life at the corner of Clark and Addison. The present day charms of Wrigley Field were mine. But the history and traditions were owned by those well before me.

  Just as important, I didn’t realize that this treasured place was lucky to be around at all. In 1914, Wrigley Field was first called Weeghman Park and housed the Chicago team in the upstart Federal League. When that league folded two years later, five of its eight ballparks disappeared. Weeghman Park survived and housed the National League’s Cubs. It expanded twice in the 1920s to stay viable with the times. The upstart park, later called Wrigley Field, witnessed two world wars sandwiched around the Depression.

  Beginning in the 1950s, Wrigley Field’s peers, the major league ballparks of the Classic era, began disappearing. Modern multipurpose stadiums supplanted most of them. By the time my Ladies Day excursions began in 1971, only four of the thirteen Classic ballparks remained. Shrines longer-serving than Wrigley Field—Forbes Field in Pittsburgh, Crosley Field in Cincinnati, and Philadelphia’s Shibe Park—were abandoned. Luckily, Wrigley Field survived these tumultuous times.

  There would be more threats. In the 1980s, Cubs management fought with neighbors over lights and the team threatened to move to the suburbs. Another ballpark building boom that commenced ten years later—the Neoclassic ballpark era—threatened to leave Wrigley Field behind.

  But the former outlaw ballpark survived again and thrived. Two youthful generations after mine reveled in the charm and timelessness of Chicago’s North Side ballpark. Hopefully, young Cubs fans will enjoy it for decades to come.

  This book is a culmination of my lifelong love affair with Wrigley Field. I’ve spent the last twenty-six years and thousands of hours researching its unique past. This result chronicles the year-by-year history of the park. It traces its evolution from a sturdy, Federal League stadium to its status as America’s favorite ballpark. It paints a small picture of what it was like to attend a game every season. It also brings to light the fragile existence of ballparks; we are lucky to still have the ivy, the hand-operated scoreboard, and the surrounding neighborhood to enjoy each summer.

  The book divides Wrigley Field’s more than a hundred years into nine innings. Each inning represents a distinct era in the ballpark’s history. The innings play out like a ballgame. There are good innings, when Wrigley Field thrives. There are innings when the park falls behind. By the ninth inning, the ballpark is on the cusp of major renovations to ensure its viability for generations to come. When these come to fruition, the game is over; the ballpark and its millions of fans win.

  For all years, information is presented in the following categories:

  Statistical:

  •   The Chi-Feds/Cubs record, their home record, and their league standing

  •   The season home attendance; average attendance per game; its average (in percentage) compared to other National League teams. For example, a 100 percent average means Wrigley Field attendance equaled the average of the rest of the league. Over 100 percent means the Cubs outdrew the league average.

  Opening Day/Home Opener:

  •   The heading “Opening Day” (first game of the year) or “Home Opener” (first home game of the year) along with the date

  •   The list of teams and starting pitchers

  •   The weather; if available, the temperature is the game-time temperature at Wrigley Field. If not, it is from a newspaper weather chart at the hour or the hour before the first pitch. If available, the temperature is a lakefront temperature. Otherwise, it is from the official Chicago reporting station at the time.

  •   Attendance; due to varying counting procedures, it is the estimated attendance from 1914-1934, paid attendance from 1935-1992, and tickets sold from 1993 to date.

  What’s New:

  •   A listing of changes in and around the ballpark

  What Happened:

  •   A collection of interesting and unusual occurrences

  Game(s) of the Year:

  •   Highlights of one or more exciting, important, or emblematic games

  Quote:

  •   A quote from that particular year

  The following categories are presented sporadically:

  Bear News:

  •   Information on Wrigley Field’s other major tenant

  War Happenings:

  •   Information presented during the heights of the world wars

  Postseason, Pennant or World Series:

  •   Presented during appropriate years

  This updated edition celebrates Wrigley Field’s 100th anniversary. It weaves through the financial, political, and social battles to renovate the ballpark. Readers will get a glimpse of the fruits of renovation; Wrigley Field will never be the same. The Cubs went from being a 101-loss team in 2012 to a National League Division series winner just three years later. It’s an exciting time to be a fan of Wrigley Field!

  Most of the information for this book has been garnered from newspaper microfilm. Direct quotes are cited in the endnotes. All sources are mentioned in the bibliography. Any questions about sources or additions to the information presented can be directed to the author at pathy.sam@gmail.com.
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  PROLOGUE

  By 1850, German immigrants settled the farmland we now call Chicago’s North Side. These immigrants incorporated Lake View Township in 1857; they took the name from the township’s proximity to Lake Michigan. Swedish immigrants moved north and joined the Germans, and Lake View prospered. Churches and businesses sprang up, turning Lake View into a small town—an alternative to congested Chicago to its south.

  Chicago noticed the bucolic suburb and incorporated Lake View in 1889. Two years later, in 1891, the Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary moved to the corner of Addison and Sheffield. The seminary and the neighborhood’s growth paralleled each other for the next twenty years; the Lutherans erected buildings on the property, and the surrounding neighborhood rapidly developed.

  The neighborhood’s vibe flourished with the completion of the Addison Street station of the Northwest elevated line and the adjacent Milwaukee Road railroad tracks. Consequently, the Lutherans tired of the bustle and left in 1910. According to a letter in the school’s archives, the seminary departed for these reasons: “Smoke, dust, grime, soot, dirt [and] foul gases; railroading by night and day; whistles, ding-donging of bells late and early and in between times, and the ceaselessness of undesirable traffic incidental thereto that is growing more unbearable every week.”1

  Mike Cantillon and Edmund Archambault purchased the land in hopes of organizing an American Association minor league team and building a ballpark there. It was a promising location; both the elevated train line and the Clark Street streetcar stopped near the property. But the American Association never came to Chicago.

  A new baseball organization, the Federal League, began in 1913. They started small. Its Chicago franchise played at the De Paul University field on the North Side, a simple facility that held several thousand fans.

  After the fledgling 1913 season, the Federal League expanded and competed head-on with the National and American Leagues. Chicago already had the major league Cubs and White Sox. If the Federals planned to compete, they’d need a better ballpark than a college field.

  Charlie Weeghman, owner of the Chi–Feds (they were known as the Whales in 1915), got rich with a chain of low-priced restaurants. Weeghman was the perfect Federal League owner—a deep-pocketed gambler willing to spend money to stroke his ego.

  Weeghman shopped the entire city for a stadium site, but the West Side Cubs and the South Side White Sox were well-established with deep fan bases. Weeghman was a gambler, but he wasn’t crazy; battling nose-to-nose with them on their turf was suicidal. Logically, Weeghman looked north, eight miles from Comiskey Park and five miles from the West Side Grounds. While the North Side lacked the hardened baseball fans found in the rest of the city, the risk didn’t deter Weeghman. It was his only option.


  CHAPTER ONE

  [image: image]

  FIRST INNING

  1914-1926

  YOUTHFUL EXUBERANCE

  The Classic ballpark era began in 1909 with Shibe Park in Philadelphia. Classic ballparks were constructed predominately of steel and concrete, not wood. They were expensive and permanent, signaling that a team planned to be around a while. Most major league teams rushed to build them. Between 1909 and 1915, in fact, twelve of the sixteen teams replaced their wooden ballparks with concrete and steel edifices.

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	1909
      	Shibe Park
      	Philadelphia (AL)
    

    
      	1909
      	Forbes Field
      	Pittsburgh
    

    
      	1909
      	Sportsman’s Park
      	St. Louis (AL)
    

    
      	1910
      	Comiskey Park
      	Chicago (AL)
    

    
      	1910
      	League Park
      	Cleveland
    

    
      	1911
      	Griffith Stadium
      	Washington
    

    
      	1911
      	Polo Grounds
      	New York (NL)
    

    
      	1912
      	Redland Field*
      	Cincinnati
    

    
      	1912
      	Navin Field**
      	Detroit
    

    
      	1912
      	Fenway Park
      	Boston (AL)
    

    
      	1913
      	Ebbets Field
      	Brooklyn
    

    
      	1915
      	Braves Field
      	Boston (NL)
    

    
      	
        *Redland Field became Crosley Field

        **Navin Field eventually became Tiger Stadium

      
    

  

  Comiskey Park was the largest Classic ballpark. The “Baseball Palace of the World” cost $750,000 and seated nearly 30,000 on two decks. The White Sox made a bold statement with Comiskey Park; they aggressively went head-to-head with the longer-established West Side Cubs.

  The Cubs, on the other hand, played in West Side Grounds, which opened in 1893. Recent ownership—first with the egregious Charles Murphy, and since 1914, with Charles Taft—rested on the laurels of past success and a longtime West Side fan base. The team had fallen behind their South Side rivals, at least in terms of their ballpark.

  Charlie Weeghman built his steel and concrete park on the North Side and joined the fight for Chicago’s baseball heart. But the Chi-Feds/Whales and their league survived only two seasons. Weeghman bought the Cubs in 1916 and moved them to the North Side, saving the ballpark from extinction. In the process, Weeghman Park did what five of the eight other Federal League ballparks could not—successfully outlive its league. Chewing gum giant William Wrigley took over majority ownership of the Cubs in November 1918 and renamed the ballpark Cubs Park.

  By 1920, baseball entered its modern era, where home run hitters dominated the game. Fan interest spiked. In 1923, the Cubs added 12,000 seats to the ballpark. In 1926, it became known as Wrigley Field. At the end of that season the Cubs announced plans to double-deck the park.

  During its dizzying first thirteen years, the little outlaw ballpark on the North Side:

  •   Housed two different teams in two different baseball leagues

  •   Took three different names

  •   Spanned two eras of baseball: the Dead Ball era and the so-called modern era

  •   Survived a World War and the major league gambling scandal

  •   Expanded twice

  1914

  On December 29, 1913, President Weeghman announced the location of his new ballpark: the former seminary site at Clark and Addison Streets. On January 22, 1914, Weeghman signed a ninety-nine-year lease on the property. The terms called for $16,000 annually the first ten years, $18,000 the second ten years, and $20,000 the final seventy-nine years.

  Resistance sprung up immediately. A 16-foot by 100-foot parcel of land on the property nearly broke the deal when someone tried to purchase it. Weeghman paid $15,000 to keep the site viable for his ballpark. Soon after, a petition against the proposed ballpark circulated throughout the neighborhood. Mr. Hermann Croon, of 3649 Sheffield Avenue, spoke for the neighbors, saying, “None of the property owners want the park. They know that a park of the kind will decrease the value of their real estate 25 to 50 per cent and practically kill good rental because of the kind of people that such a park will bring into the locality.”1

  In March, the property owners filed an injunction to stop construction.

  Rumors spread that organized baseball drove much of the resistance. They feared the Federal League would take their players and drive up salaries. In early January, Cubs President Charles Murphy said, “It is my opinion that the Federal League will not start. There are some surprises in store for the promoters of the ‘outlaw’ circuit.”2 American League President Ban Johnson spoke with more candor, saying, “The Federal League must be exterminated.”3

  President Murphy was an accessory to major league baseball’s plan to foil the Federals. It made sense. The Chi-Feds would compete for much of the same fan base. They’d do it in a newer ballpark. The upstarts also signed former Cub Joe Tinker to manage the club. While one understands the Cubs predicament at the time, it is staggering to think that the Cubs tried to stymie the construction of what would eventually become Wrigley Field.

  Historians wonder why Weeghman’s lease limited construction cost to $70,000, yet the park’s building permit, submitted only nine weeks later, called for $250,000 in building costs. Weeghman provided an answer in the April 5, 1916, edition of the Chicago Examiner:

  
    We had planned to build a big, wooden grand stand . . . then we went to the City hall for a building permit. Right there we hit an unexpected snag when the authorities informed us we could not build the wooden stands. This meant new plans, the ordering of steel and thousands of dollars of additional and unlooked-for expense.4

  

  Zachary Taylor Davis designed the park, the same architect who designed Comiskey Park four years earlier. Although not nearly as extravagant as Comiskey Park (and costing only a third as much), Davis created a modern park for the Chi-Feds. In fact, of the eight Federal League ballparks, only Weeghman Park and Brooklyn’s Washington Park (a near replica of Weeghman Park) used all concrete and steel construction. The other six Federal League stadiums, built in cities with laxer building laws or by teams with fewer means, employed at least some wood or all-wood construction.

  On February 23, a wrecking crew razed buildings on the property. On March 4, with movie cameras rolling, Jack Bramhall’s band playing, and a crowd of several thousand watching, Building Commissioner Henry Ericsson turned the first spade of dirt on the grounds. More than 100 workers were on-site that afternoon in a rush to complete construction by the April 23 opener.

  A chronology of park construction:

  •   March 16—Workers drove the first rivets

  •   March 31—All steelwork commenced

  •   April 4—Roof and right field bleachers were completed

  •   April 6—Seats arrived at the ballpark

  •   April 7—Over 850 workers raced to finish by Opening Day
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  Construction at Weeghman Park. (Chicago History Museum, SDN-059261)

  Depending on the source, the new park held between 14,000 and 16,000. It included a roofed grandstand, pavilions on either side of the grandstand, right field bleachers that seated 2,000. Field dimensions were 310 feet in left field, 345 feet in right, and 400 feet to center.

  Weeghman did a masterful job foiling the baseball establishment and getting the park ready for the home opener. That alone left no guarantee fans would support the upstart league and pay major league prices: $1 for box seats, 75 cents for grandstands, and 50 cents for bleachers. Would curious baseball fans venture to the North Side to see an outlaw league? Would North Siders identify with and support “their” team?

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	87-67
        	.565 2nd 1.5 games out
        	366,555 est. attendance
      

      
        	43-34
        	.558 at home
        	unknown % of FL average
      

    

  

  Home Opener

  APRIL 23; CHI-FEDS (HENDRIX) VS. KANSAS CITY (JOHNSON); WINDY, 51 DEGREES; 21,000 ATTEND

  Chi-Feds 9 Packers 1—The Chi-Feds pasted the Packers. Ex-New York Giant Art Wilson socked two home runs for the winners.

  The day’s crowd was more of a story than the game. Fans overwhelmed streetcars and the elevated trains. Numerous auto parades crept toward the park, while neighborhood booster groups in colorful costumes made their way on foot. Several thousand watched from the field and more than that never got in the park. Many of those fans saw the game from windows and roofs of the buildings across Waveland and Sheffield Avenues, beginning a fabled North Side tradition.

  Each fan received a Chi-Feds hat or pennant upon entering the new park. Judge John Sexton threw out the first pitch. And when the Grand Army of the Republic raised the flag and the band trumpeted “Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,” North Side baseball was born.

  What Happened

  •   During the first three games, eight home runs sailed over the short left field fence. On April 27, workers moved the outfield wall back to the three-story house along Waveland Avenue. To gain every possible inch, they removed the house’s back porch. The new dimensions measured 327 feet down the left field line, almost twenty feet farther than before. In left center the dimensions increased nearly fifty feet.

  For the rest of the season, the house beyond the left field wall was in play. On August 22, the Chi-Feds’ Art Wilson hit a shot off its roof. The ball bounced back onto the field and Wilson settled for a double.

  •   Charlie Weeghman built a stable under the third base pavilion for his horse, Queen Bess, who formally pulled a pie wagon in the Loop. Now she pulled the lawn mower. At night she got the run of the field.
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  An overflow crowd watches the flag-raising ceremony at Weeghman Park. (Chicago History Museum, SDN-059322)

  •   Weeghman promoted the game to Chicago fans. By May, he discounted 1,000 of the best pavilion tickets. He reintroduced Ladies Day, which the National League outlawed in 1909. Weeghman also staged days for Germans, the Masons, and numerous booster groups. He brought in bands and singers. The Chicago Tribune commented that “there have been more feature entertainment at Weeghman Park than the Cubs and Sox together have staged in several years.”5
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  The Chi-Feds warm up before an early-season game. Note the building between the left field wall and Waveland Avenue. (Chicago History Museum, SDN-059321)

  •   The 1914 Chi-Feds held their own, attendance-wise, with the White Sox and Cubs:

  
    
      
      
    
    
      	White Sox
      	469,290
    

    
      	Chi-Feds
      	366,555 (author estimate)
    

    
      	Cubs
      	202,516
    

  

  Games of the Year

  October 6—The Chi-Feds faced Kansas City in an important doubleheader. Chicago led Indianapolis by a half-game with only three to go. But Kansas City swept the Chi-Feds and dashed their hopes for a Federal League pennant. The Packers took the opener, 1-0, and the nightcap, 5-3. The second game was called after only seven innings on account of darkness. Sam Weller of the Chicago Tribune told what happened next:

  
    A robust woman bug who has been a steady customer at the park all season was the loudest in denouncing the umps. After the game she waited under the stand for half an hour, determined to swat her wrath on the heads of Messrs. McCormick and Cusack.

    Some one [sic] saw the unfortunate gentlemen escaping from a side exit and tipped off the belligerent woman. Although built for comfort rather than speed “Mrs. Irritation” dashed a block after the retreating umpires at almost ten second speed. The arbiters escaped only when the “L” station was reached.6

  

  Indianapolis beat the Chi-Feds by a game and a half for the Federal League championship.

  Quote of 1914

  “Chicago took the Federal league [sic] to its bosom yesterday and claimed it as a mother would claim a long lost child. . . . Owners Weeghman and Walker of the north side club and President Gilmore of the new league were so overjoyed with the spectacle that they almost wept, and there is little doubt that it was an epochal day in the history of the national game.”7

  Sam Weller in the Chicago Tribune—April 24, 1914—on Opening Day

  1915

  The Chi-Feds became the Whales, a name suggested in a newspaper contest. The Whales name won out over 300 others, including the Chix, Tots, Colts, and Eagles.

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	86-66
        	.566 1st .001 ahead
        	342,200 est. attendance
      

      
        	44-32
        	.667 at home
        	unknown % of FL average
      

    

  

  Opening Day

  APRIL 10; WHALES (HENDRIX) VS. TERRIERS (PLANK); SUNNY, 63 DEGREES; 16,000 ATTEND

  Whales 3 Terriers 1—The Whales pushed across three runs in the eighth inning to clip the St. Louis Terriers. Claude Hendrix, Les Mann, and Art Wilson contributed hits during the rally. The Whales beat Eddie Plank, who jumped from the American League Athletics after leading Philadelphia to a pair of World Series championships.

  Before the game, a several-hundred-car motorcade wound its way from downtown. The best-decorated vehicle went to Max Eitel of the Fed Fab Boosters, who won a silver cup. Members imbibed from it in President Weeghman’s office after the victory.

  The Chicago Examiner said this about the big day: “Politics, the European war, the hoped-for subway and the like passed into the great beyond for the time being. The 1915 baseball season was about to open and baseball was the only thought that occupied the mind of every man, woman and child in the grand stand.”8

  What’s New

  •   Before the season, the team removed the bleachers in right field. In addition, they razed the houses along Waveland Avenue and moved the fence out to the sidewalk. In front of the fence they built a large bleacher section, adding over 1,500 seats.

  •   The scoreboard moved from left-center field to center field.

  •   The city rebuilt the Engine 78 firehouse across the street on Waveland Avenue. The brick firehouse still stands and serves the Lake View community.
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  Mayor-elect William H. “Big Bill” Thompson threw out the first ball. (Chicago History Museum, DN-0064356)

  What Happened

  •   President Weeghman started a North Side tradition when he moved Ladies Day to Fridays. On one particular Friday women received chances to win a gold watch and a silk umbrella.

  Even so, the Chicago Tribune said this about women at Weeghman Park:

  
    Out in the bleacher, where the sun shone most of the time and where the back wall kept off the wind, one wise gentleman was discovered with friend wife and family. . . . Besides the savings in cash, that fellow picked out the most comfortable spot in the park, but in Chicago it is an unusual sight to see a woman in a bleacher.9

  

  •   Weeghman Park became multipurpose. First, Lane Tech and Senn high schools held track meets there. Next, on June 12 and occasionally thereafter, Weeghman opened a hippodrome. A ten- to thirty-cent admission provided circus acts, military bands, movies, and dancing under lights until midnight. Finally, on July 4 and 5 the park hosted fireworks shows. Pyrotechnics in the shape of President Wilson, the Liberty Bell, Niagara Falls, and Charlie Chaplin highlighted the $5,000 display.

  •   Celebration turned to tragedy on July 24. The Lake Michigan cruiser, the Eastland, capsized in the Chicago River drowning over 800 sightseers. As the horrific news spread across the city, the Whales cancelled their game against Baltimore. They called a doubleheader the next day at the request of Acting Mayor William Moorhouse and also one on July 28, the city’s official day of mourning.

  President Weeghman offered his park as a theater for a film of the disaster’s rescue efforts, with profits benefiting the survivors. Movie theaters instead showed the film, but a few days later, Weeghman donated all profits from a game against Buffalo to the Eastland Fund. Everyone including fans, players, and sportswriters paid to get in. But rain held attendance to 2,000, limiting contributions to $955.14, about $9,000 less than anticipated.

  •   “Less” became the operative word as the baseball war took its toll. To undercut the competition the Federal League teams dropped admission prices below the established leagues. In August, bleacher seats fell to ten cents, grandstands to twenty-five cents, and the last rows of box seats to seventy-five cents.

  Attendance improved slightly, especially with kids who could now afford to sit in the bleachers, but not nearly enough to offset big losses. President James A.Gilmore of the Federal League estimated that all three leagues would each lose about $200,000.

  
    Attendance

    
      
        
        
        
        
      
      
        	 
        	1913
        	1914
        	1915
      

      
        	Whales
        	NA
        	366,555 (author est.)
        	342,200 (author est.)
      

      
        	White Sox
        	644,501
        	469,290
        	539,461
      

      
        	Cubs
        	419,000
        	202,516
        	217,058
      

    

  

  Games of the Year

  October 3—The Whales swept a dramatic doubleheader at Pittsburgh on October 2 to move four percentage points ahead of the Steel City team. The two met in a doubleheader at Weeghman Park the following day to decide the Federal League championship. A massive gathering of 34,212—twice the park’s capacity—shoehorned into the North Side ballpark. Fans coveted every aisle and stood fifteen-deep in the outfield between the dugouts. Kids sat precariously on the right field wall and a group of 300 zealots took over the press box.

  Pittsburgh scored three runs in the ninth inning and one in the eleventh to take the first game, 5-4. Umpire Bill Brennan warned both benches and the nervous throng that the second game, the season’s deciding contest, would stop at sunset—5:24 P.M. The pitchers dominated until the sixth inning when the Whales pushed across three runs. After Pittsburgh went down in the seventh, the clock read 5:25. Brennan called the game; the Whales won the pennant by the slimmest margin on record, one percentage point (.566 to .565).

  Delirious fans rained seat cushions down on fans carousing on the field. The field fans returned the fire and a playful war erupted with hundreds of cushions flying back and forth in celebration—the celebration of a championship.

  James Clarkson of the Chicago Examiner spoke for the pennant-loving fans, saying, “Read it and weep you Feds of other cities, you Sox and Cubs, for there she is and there she’ll fly for another year, and live in song and story as long as the ear rejoices in blooie of bat against ball or the eye delights in the jump or hook of the spinning sphere.”10

  The End

  The irony would prove painful to Mr. Clarkson and to Federal League fans; the immense outpouring of support marked the last game in Whales’ history. With all parties hemorrhaging red ink, on December 22 organized baseball agreed to compensate the Federal League to disband and end the baseball war. The deal allowed the most powerful Federal League teams to buy into the establishment. St. Louis Terriers owner Phil Ball bought the St. Louis Browns, and Charles Weeghman and associates purchased controlling interest in the Cubs. Among those buying in with Weeghman included meatpacker J. Ogden Armour, Sears Roebuck head Julius Rosenwald, and a chewing gum magnate named William Wrigley.

  Quote of 1915

  “The dollar sign, which was so greatly responsible for the wreckage that exists today, must be eliminated from the sport or crowded so far into the background that the public will come to believe again in the supremacy of pennants over coin and of victories over paychecks.”11

  I.E. Sanborn in the Chicago Tribune—December 26, 1915

  1916

  Charlie Weeghman now owned the remnants of his Whales and the West Side Cubs. He seemingly held leases on two ballparks: Weeghman Park on the North Side and West Side Grounds, the former home of the Cubs. Many felt the west side held more promise for the Cubs because of their rich history there. Weeghman disagreed. Weeghman Park surpassed the antiquated wood construction of West Side Grounds. And it was Weeghman himself who built the North Side ballpark. It was Weeghman who developed the North Side franchise. And it was Weeghman who seeded and nurtured the North Side fan base. To Charlie Weeghman, the decision was simple.

  On the morning of January 21, Secretary Charlie Williams moved the lockers and uniforms from West Side Grounds to Weeghman Park. In these few hours the Cubs became Chicago’s “North Side” baseball team.

  Some still questioned the move. A Cubs fan wrote to the Chicago Tribune, saying, “All Cub fans I have talked to say they certainly will not follow them north—that when they leave the west side the team dies as far as we are concerned.”12

  After early season rainouts another suggested that West Siders had cursed the Cubs with poor weather, and the deluges would continue until the team moved back.

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	67-86
        	.438 5th 26.5 games out
        	453,685 (5,743 average)
      

      
        	37-41
        	.474 at home
        	117% of NL average
      

    

  

  Home Opener

  APRIL 20; CUBS (HENDRIX) VS. REDS (SCHNEIDER); 74 DEGREES; 20,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 7 Reds 6—The suspense of the Whales’ 1915 pennant chase carried over to this year’s opener. The Cubs scored twice in the eighth inning and tied it in the ninth. They won a dramatic victory in the eleventh on a double by Cy Williams and a single by Vic Saier.

  Charlie Weeghman inaugurated the marriage of team and ballpark with a rousing pregame celebration. Ballplayers and a host of politicians led a mile-long auto parade that crept from Grant Park to the ballpark. The Democrats brought a live donkey and JOA, a bear cub (named for team stockholder J. Ogden Armour), frolicked before the game. Fireworks sent miniature American flags floating down on the field and bands proliferated. A local tailor offered a free suit to the first player to hit a home run (the Reds, John Beall onto Sheffield Avenue in the sixth inning).

  North and West Sides seemed as one, as told in the Chicago American: “But this was as nothing to the shout that arose as [manager] Tinker and his men came trooping to the field. Those who had remained loyal to the West Siders in the war days and who were now in Weeghman Park for the first time greeted Joe as a long-lost friend.”13

  What’s New

  •   The team purchased an infield tarp, 15 feet larger than any other in the National League.

  •   On June 17, JOA the bear cub returned to a permanent circular cage outside the park along Addison Street.

  •   President Weeghman let fans keep foul balls, a major league first. At other parks foul balls remained the property of the team and fans not willing to surrender them faced a showdown with security. Visiting teams also hedged at losing their practice balls at Weeghman Park and insisted on restitution from the Cubs.

  A week before Weeghman’s generous move, a wire screen raised the right field wall by ten feet. Because home runs became scarcer (the Cubs drove two balls off the screen its first day of use), the team retained more of their baseballs.

  On the opposite side of the screen, facing Sheffield Avenue, hung the words CHICAGO NATIONAL LEAGUE BALL PARK. Symbolically the Cubs and Weeghman Park were one.

  •   In mid-season, the Cubs initiated a novel idea to post the official scorer’s decisions on the scoreboard. When the official scorer ruled a hit or an error on a play he’d phone the scoreboard operator. The operator turned one of two rectangular slats on the scoreboard, one with an “H” or one with an “E” to let fans know the decision.

  What Happened

  •   Secretary Charley Williams measured the baseline distances to squelch rumors that they were shorter than those at West Side Grounds.

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	 
      	Right field line
      	Left field line
    

    
      	Weeghman Park
      	308 feet
      	342 feet, 9 inches
    

    
      	West Side Grounds
      	304 feet, 4 inches
      	312 feet
    

  

  •   Fans staged cushion fights after the opener and again three days later. Many spectators received cuts and bruises. The problem reoccurred on May 14 when a called third strike on Heinie Zimmerman ended a rally in the ninth inning. Chicago Tribune writer I. E. Sanborn finished the story:

  
    The third strike on Zimmy was called by Umpire Rigler and Heinie stopped to expostulate with the arbitrator. This gave the overflow crowd the cue to rush in and chase Rigler off the lot. The umpire left at his normal gait, amid a shower of cushions, some of which hit him and with a band of fans throwing mud balls at him. The back of Rigler’s uniform was a sight, and will be a souvenir emblematic of the low standard of sportsmanship in baseball.14

  

  Weeghman threatened to increase security but did not end cushion rentals. The problem eventually diminished.

  •   News spread slowly before radio or television. For example, fans didn’t know of rained-out games until getting to the park. This year the Cubs informed fans by hanging flags at the Board of Trade building. A white flag indicated a game. A blue flag indicated a rainout. Weeghman also hung signs in his restaurants.

  •   The North Side Cubs proved a rousing success. They more than doubled their 1915 West Side Grounds attendance.

  
    
      	1915
      	217,058
    

    
      	1916
      	453,685
    

  

  Game of the Year

  July 16—The Cubs forfeited their only game ever at the North Side ballpark. Home plate umpire Bill “Lord” Byron invoked a little-followed rule which limited hurlers to twenty seconds between pitches. In the tenth inning of a tied game against Brooklyn, Byron called a ball when Hippo Vaughn failed to pitch when ordered. When manager Tinker protested, Byron ordered him back to the bench. Tinker continued to argue and after five minutes Byron stopped the game, giving Brooklyn a 9-0 decision.

  Quote of 1916

  “Chicago fandom this afternoon will welcome a stranger to the North Side. . . . the unpleasant feud of two years’ standing will be wafted into oblivion and, instead of one, there will be two sections of the greatest baseball town in the world to root for the amalgamated brotherhood, headed by Joe Tinker.”15

  G.W. Axelson in the Chicago Herald—April 16, 1916—on Opening Day

  1917

  On April 6, Congress declared war on Germany, dropping the nation into the World War. Baseball, at least early on, took the role of supporter and cheerleader.

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	74-80
        	.481 5th 24 games out
        	360,218 (4,589 average)
      

      
        	35-42
        	.455 at home
        	126% of NL average
      

    

  

  Opening Day

  APRIL 11; CUBS (VAUGHN) VS. PIRATES (JACOBS); DRIZZLE, 59 DEGREES; 20,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 5 Pirates 3—Harry Wolter and Cy Williams hit run-scoring triples. Catcher Rowdy Elliott drove in a pair of runs with two singles.

  The pregame ceremonies featured a patriotic show of fireworks, Naval cadets, and marching infantrymen. The team unveiled new white home uniforms with American flags on the left sleeves. They also set up a recruiting station in the park to enlist the numerous fans who hadn’t registered for the war.

  What’s New

  Contrary to popular belief, Pat Pieper was not the team’s public address announcer when the Cubs moved north in 1916. Rather, according to Charles Dryden of the Chicago Examiner, Pieper began his public address job this year:

  
    Like a crash of thunder out of a cloudless sky comes the announcement that Admiral Kingston, the silver-tongued megaphoner, has been slipped his unconditional release. He reported yesterday to have his uniform pressed and was shocked to learn that the green garments, the trumpet and the pallbearer’s gloves had been conferred on Mr. Pat Pieper, well and favorably known as an expert purveyor of ball-park grub on the South, as well as on the North Side.16

  

  [image: image]

  Military men strut their stuff on Opening Day. (National Baseball Hall of Fame Library, Cooperstown, N.Y.)

  What Happened

  •   On June 6, severe winds howled through the park and continuously shook the grandstand roof. The gales continued the next day. Rather than play consecutive games under what the Chicago Tribune called “hurricanic conditions,”17 the Cubs cancelled the game with the Phillies. While the Chicago Examiner and the Chicago Daily News mentioned both wind and cold as reasons for postponement, the official Chicago temperature at game time was 61 degrees. It was the only game at the North Side ballpark ever called because of wind.

  •   On June 5, National Registration Day, the Cubs supported the war effort. Fans coming to the games registered at the makeshift recruiting station, and Liberty Bond salesmen were there to encourage fans to invest in the war. Over 300 Jackies from the Great Lakes Naval Station came by train and performed a pregame calisthenics and marching display. But when rain sent everyone home after the first inning, the navy men marched back to the Addison “L” station singing “How Dry I Am.”

  Soldiers and military bands showed up at the park all summer. The cynic would accuse baseball of pushing patriotism to keep the government from raiding its players or worse, shutting down the game. The cynics were probably right.

  •   Later that month the Cubs donated a game’s gate receipts to the Red Cross (7,155 attended, $3,858 collected).

  Games of the Year

  May 2—Hippo Vaughn and the Reds’ Fred Toney staged the greatest pitching duel in major league history. Vaughn and Toney held each team hitless through nine innings—a feat unmatched before or since. With one out in the top of the tenth, Larry Kopf drove a single past first baseman Fred Merkle, ending Vaughn’s gem. An error and an infield single by Jim Thorpe scored the lead run. Toney mopped up in the bottom of the tenth, preserving his 1-0 no-hitter.

  September 11—Vaughn and Toney attempted to reprise their earlier masterpiece, but only Hippo came close, three-hitting Cincinnati, 5-1. Soldiers, sailors, marines, and their bands stirred the crowd of 7,000. The Cubs donated uniforms to the squads and theater women walked the grandstands soliciting money for the Ball and Bat fund that supplied baseball equipment to soldiers in France.

  Quote of 1917

  “Although the country is sober-minded and disturbed over the thought of bloodshed that is close at hand, there is no such desire to sidestep the pleasures of a summer’s pastime or to interfere in any way with the recreation of a nation.”18

  George C. Rice in the Chicago Daily Journal—April 11, 1917—on the eve of Opening Day

  1918

  By year’s end, nearly two million American soldiers saw action in Europe. The government dipped into major league rosters, taking dozens of ballplayers. The most important of the eight drafted Cubs was Grover Cleveland Alexander. The star pitcher, just purchased from the Phillies, threw only three games before heading for duty.

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	84-45
        	.651 1st 10.5 games ahead
        	337,256 (5,149 average)
      

      
        	49-25
        	.662 at home
        	228% of NL average
      

    

  

  Home Opener

  APRIL 24; CUBS (VAUGHN) VS. CARDINALS (MEADOWS); 39 DEGREES; 10,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 2 Cardinals 0—Only Rogers Hornsby’s second inning single spoiled Hippo Vaughn’s no-hit bid. The Cubs scratched across their runs on an error in the second and a single by Les Mann in the third. The Cubs not only played sharp, they looked sharp—wearing red, white, and blue socks.

  The military showcased maneuvers during pregame ceremonies. The band played the National Anthem, a formal first at the park. Governor Frank Lowden threw out the first ball. These festivities and a parade in honor of Chicago native and Cardinal manager Jack Hendricks delayed the start of the game by an hour.

  What’s New

  Nearly 100 influential Chicagoans organized the Cubs’ Claws Club. The well-heeled fans sang and cheered at the games. Sometimes they met afterwards and hoisted a glass to their winning Cubs.

  War News

  •   The national government imposed a 10 percent war tax on each baseball ticket. To limit confusion, the major leagues standardized admission prices.

  
    Ticket Prices

    
      
        	 
        	1917
        	1918
      

      
        	Box seat
        	$1
        	$1.10
      

      
        	Grandstand
        	75 cents
        	85 cents
      

      
        	Bleachers
        	25 cents
        	30 cents
      

      
        	Passes
        	free
        	10 cents
      

    

  

  •   The team sold war savings stamps at the ballpark. Even players sold war bonds to fans at the game on April 25.

  •   Major league old-timers staged a two-inning benefit before a Cubs game on June 26, raising money for the Soldiers’ Tobacco Fund.

  •   To conserve yarn and horsehide, owners asked fans to return foul balls, reversing a trend begun at Weeghman Park two years earlier. I. E. Sanborn of the Chicago Tribune added that “any one [sic] who fails to return such a ball, so it can be used again, will be considered a German sympathizer.”19

  •   Government officials corralled eligible males as they exited games, searching for “slackers” who hadn’t registered. The flash of a draft card served as proof of registration and men were expected to carry the card at all times. Due to a shortage of males, female ushers debuted on July 6.

  •   On July 14, Bastille Day, the French flag flew below the Stars and Stripes on the center field flagpole. Just four days later, the war reached its turning point. With the German army only fifty miles from Paris, the Allies counterattacked and drove them back. During the fifth inning on July 18, public address man Pat Pieper announced a bulletin describing the Allied success. The crowd erupted.

  The following day, Secretary of War Newton D. Baker issued a “work or fight” order to professional ballplayers. Baker deemed baseball “non-essential,” forcing players to either enlist or enter productive work in a factory or shipyard. The edict would shut down the game. The Cubs seemingly finished their season with a 6-3 loss to Brooklyn on July 21, three games in front of the Giants.

  Baseball owners petitioned to let their teams finish the season. On July 26, Baker compromised, extending the season to September 1. The owners greedily tacked on an extra day to play in front of large Labor Day crowds. The teams still lost over a month of income, yet the Cubs, scheduled to spend most of September on the road, forfeited only four regularly scheduled home dates, fewer than any other National League team.

  A Pennant!

  On September 2, the Cubs led by ten and a half games and were declared league champions. To determine World Series ticket recipients, fans had been writing their names on ticket stubs and dropping them in boxes as they left the ballpark. The more stubs, the better the chance of getting the prized tickets.

  While manager Mitchell even balked at new uniforms for the World Series, thinking they’d take the team out of their familiar environment, Charlie Weeghman moved the first three World Series games to Comiskey Park to take advantage of its greater seating capacity. The decision proved costly. Not only did the Cubs lose home field advantage to the Red Sox (they dropped two of the first three games), only Game Three attracted a crowd (27,054) that wouldn’t have fit into Weeghman Park. The Red Sox won the series in six games.

  Games of the Year

  April 26—Grover Cleveland Alexander made his last start of the season, a two-hit schooling of the Cardinals. Afterwards he boarded a train and reported to Camp Funston and then to Europe and the war. Before he left, team officials toasted him in President Weeghman’s office. Alexander offered a few words, saying, “I am sorry to leave all of you fellows, but it looks like a tough fight over there. . . . I don’t know whether I shall ever come back to play ball or not, but if I don’t, I’ll make it necessary for them to dig a lot of holes for the enemy before they get me.”20

  July 17—Lost in the war and World Series hoopla was the twenty-one inning marathon between the Cubs and the Phillies. Max Flack singled home the winning run as the Cubs won, 2-1. Both the Cubs’ George Tyler and the Phillies’ Milt Watson pitched complete games. There were no pitch counts available, but Watson faced seventy-five batters. If he averaged only three pitches per hitter, he’d have thrown 225 pitches.

  Quote of 1918

  “Chicago’s once loyal fans had a feeling of relief that baseball was over, rather than a feeling of sorrow in the loss of a championship. When the ninth inning was posted on the various score boards [sic] about town the common expression among those present was: ‘Well, it’s all over. Now those fellows can go to work.’”21

  In the Chicago Tribune—September 12, 1918—after the Red Sox beat the Cubs to win the World Series

  1919

  The Allies defeated the Axis powers in November 1918, ending the war. The nation returned to “normalcy.”

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	75-65
        	.536 3rd 21 games out
        	424,430 (6,063 average)
      

      
        	40-31
        	.563 at home
        	121% of NL average
      

    

  

  Opening Day

  APRIL 24; CUBS (VAUGHN) VS. PIRATES (COOPER); SUNNY, 38 DEGREES; 8,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 5 Pirates 1—Rain cancelled the April 23 opener against the Pirates. Hippo Vaughn won the next day as the Cubs scored all their runs in the second inning on run-scoring singles by Bill Killefer and Max Flack.

  Walter Eckersall of the Chicago Tribune said this about the cold conditions: “Wearing fur overcoats and carrying robes on their arms, the crowd which attended the frigid opening at the Cubs’ park yesterday reminded one more of a football struggle between two leading college elevens.”22

  The four Cubs who saw military service—Grover Cleveland Alexander, Killefer, Tom Daly, and Pete Kilduff—carried Old Glory to the center field flagpole in pregame festivities. Alexander, just back from the war, threw out the first pitch.

  What’s New

  •   The exterior was painted bright green.

  •   A clock appeared on the center field scoreboard.

  •   The team raised box seat prices from $1.10 to $1.25 and $1.50, tax included. Grandstand seats remained eighty-five cents and the left field pavilion seats fetched fifty-five cents.

  •   Concessionaire Fred Chamberlain added a hot dog stand. He hoped to move his operation closer to the main entrance, but a $1,750 estimate for new lighting and plumbing relegated him to his old spot under the third base concourse.

  •   Bildad replaced JOA as the live bear in the cage outside the park. The team wanted a “north woods” cub but settled for the eight-year-old bear from the Malay Islands. Charles Dryden of the Chicago Herald and Examiner described Bildad as “small and wiry” and proclaimed, “If we are any judge of bears this Bildad had a baboon mixed up among his early ancestors.”23

  What Happened

  •   Last fall, Charlie Weeghman sold his interest in the ballclub after his restaurant business faltered. William Wrigley Jr. became majority owner of the Cubs. Consequently, the ballpark’s name changed from Weeghman Park to Cubs Park.

  •   The Cubs fired their head groundskeeper. That night, he broke into Cubs Park and dismantled the furnace, shattered glass, destroyed furniture, and scattered the contents of a desk. The Cubs replaced him with Bobby Dorr. Bobby was a much better fit, becoming a fixture at the ballpark for the next thirty-eight years.

  •   The city endured a transit strike in late July. After the State Public Utilities raised fares in early August, fans paid seven cents to ride the Clark Street streetcar and eight cents to go by “L”.

  •   At the same time a race riot exploded over much of the city. While the flare-ups cancelled a game between a Negro League team and a white amateur team, the biggest change at Cubs Park was the absence of new President Bill Veeck. Veeck Sr. served during the riots as a member of the Illinois Militia. When he got to the games, he appeared in militia khakis.

  •   Lacrosse and track events took over Cubs Park as part of a fundraiser for the city’s poor. The Illinois Athletic Club’s lacrosse team played and beat the Canadian champions, 9-6. Track events included a marathon that ran from suburban Lake Forest to the ballpark. The race finished inside the park as runners entered from the right field corner, ran along the box seat wall, and reached the finish line near the left field corner. Proceeds from the event benefited a fund that supplied ice for the city’s underclass.

  •   The solemn crowds of the war years disappeared. On August 3, for example, bleacher fans disputed an umpire’s call. They tossed so many bottles and cushions onto the field that the Cub outfielders vacated their positions.

  The effects of the melee lingered beyond the doubleheader loss. Three days later, Boston’s Ray Keating lined a one-hopper that bounced through a hole in the left field fence (ruled a home run by 1919 ground rules). The rowdy fans had broken the fence and no one fixed it. Keating’s home run drove in Boston’s only runs in their 2-0 win.

  •   Strange home runs seemed commonplace. On September 12, Fred Merkle of the Cubs drove a ball through a wire fence in the left field corner. On September 15, the Phillies’ Lena Blackburne homered through an open gate down the left field line.

  Game of the Year

  September 21—This disappointing season mercifully ended on a quick note. The Cubs and Braves reeled off the final home game in only fifty-eight minutes—the shortest nine-inning game in park history. The teams combined for 15 hits, two walks, and five strikeouts. Grover Cleveland Alexander went the distance in the 3-0 win.

  Football News

  Football was considered a college game. But Walter Eckersall of the Chicago Tribune said, “Professional football teams are being organized in all parts of the country and numbers in Chicago. These are composed of former college men and in a great many cases by service men who played in camps . . . Practically every big city in the country will have a league composed of teams of different weights.”24

  In Chicago, it was the Hammond All-Stars, organized by Paul Parduhn. The team included former college player George Halas. The All-Stars leased Cubs Park and played half a dozen games there. The first, on October 26, saw Hammond defeat Minneapolis 45-0 before 3,000 fans.

  After the inaugural contest, Parduhn dropped ticket prices and attendance increased. For example, on November 27, 10,000 saw Canton defeat Hammond, 7-0. But the Hammond All-Stars crashed soon after. Parduhn passed bogus checks to his players and ended up in jail.

  Quote of 1919

  “What has become of the boys out in the bleachers? Only a few years ago we found the real genuine 100 per cent baseball fans sitting out in the sun. Now the bleachers are too big and the grandstands are too small in nearly all ball parks [sic]. . . .

  The same fellow who paid a quarter ten years ago for a baseball ticket paid a quarter for a dinner. Now he has to pay about 75 cents for a dinner, so he’s willing to pay 75 cents for the ball game.”25

  James Crusinberry in the Chicago Tribune—December 22, 1919

  1920

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	75-79
        	.487 5th (t) 18 games out
        	480,783 (6,244 average)
      

      
        	43-34
        	.558 at home
        	95% of NL average
      

    

  

  Home Opener

  APRIL 22; CUBS (ALEXANDER) VS. REDS (RUETHER); SHOWERS, 61 DEGREES; 10,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 4 Reds 3—The Cubs won it in the eleventh inning on Turner Barber’s triple against the right field wall. The hit scored Buck Herzog who had singled. Grover Cleveland Alexander went the distance.

  The Cubs dispensed with most pregame ceremonies, limiting it to a parade of marines, a brass band, and the two teams. According to Oscar C. Reichow of the Chicago Daily News, President Veeck felt “the ancient custom of having some official make a speech and throw the first ball has been tabooed.”26

  What’s New

  •   Club presidents again standardized most major league ticket prices. All bleacher seats sold for 50 cents and grandstands went for $1. Box seat prices were left up to the individual teams.

  •   For the 1919 and 1920 seasons, a sign for Wilson Sporting Goods was affixed along the length of the right field wall.

  What Happened

  •   Charles Murphy, former team owner and owner of West Side Grounds, remained a news item. In 1918, he repurchased stock in the Cubs. While just a minor stockholder, Murphy didn’t hide his desire to bring the Cubs back to the West Side. “I hope and think the Cubs management will eventually see the wisdom of returning to the west side location and building a modern, up to date plant.”27 Murphy’s stance led the Christian Science Monitor to erroneously report on February 26 that the Cubs would move back to West Side Grounds before opening day.

  [image: image]

  The sporting goods sign dominated the right-field wall in 1919 and 1920. (Chicago History Museum, SDN-062200)

  In 1918, Murphy sued the Cubs for back rent. He claimed they broke a lease when they left the West Side in 1916 and owed him over $1 million. This year, Murphy filed another suit to keep the National League from scheduling games at Cubs Park.

  Outside of a few amateur games and a rodeo in 1916, West Side Grounds sat idle. Murphy finally sold his rotting stadium to the state of Illinois for $400,000. The state razed the ballpark and constructed a hospital complex on the site; it ended talk of the “West Side Cubs.”

  •   On June 26, New York Commerce High School met Chicago’s Lane Tech in a battle of Public School league championships. The New Yorkers were led by a young lad named Lou Gehrig. New York won, 12-6, on the strength of a Gehrig grand slam onto Sheffield Avenue.

  Game of the Year

  May 30—Grover Cleveland Alexander continued his mastery over the Reds, winning 3-2 in the first game of a morning/afternoon Memorial Day doubleheader. Alexander even provided the game-winning clout, a tenth inning home run into the left field bleachers as the clock struck high noon. The Cubs dropped the nightcap, 4-2.

  Scandal

  Baseball couldn’t quell the rumors that gamblers were influencing ballgames, including the outcome of the 1919 World Series. In May, major league bosses hired a detective agency to catch gamblers and keep them out of every big league ballpark. On May 24, during a game against Philadelphia, police and private detectives swept Cubs Park, arresting forty-seven people accused of betting on baseball.

  On the morning of August 31, Bill Veeck Sr. got wind of a fix planned for that afternoon at Cubs Park. Rumors had Claude Hendrix, the Cubs scheduled pitcher, betting $5,000 on the Cubs to lose. Hendrix denied the allegation, but on that day, Veeck pulled him in favor of Grover Cleveland Alexander.

  When the press heard the allegations later that week, the local chapter of the Baseball Writers’ Association began an investigation. The enhanced scrutiny laid bare the depth of the problem and by the end of the month, eight White Sox players, dubbed the “Black Sox,” were indicted for throwing the 1919 World Series.

  The scrutiny became commonplace. Of a September 5 Cubs game against Pittsburgh, James Crusinberry of the Chicago Tribune wrote, “There were some rather significant yells from the bleachers regarding the fixing of games, but no one who watched the contest could pick a flaw in it.”28

  During the final weekend of the season, only 600 disheartened die-hards saw Alexander go the distance in a seventeen inning, 3-2 win over the Cardinals. By now, many fans were suspicious. Many more just didn’t care. America’s National Pastime seemed on the verge of self-destruction.

  Football News

  Professional football grew nationwide. This year, the Chicago Tigers, the Decatur Staleys, and the Racine/Chicago Cardinals played a half dozen home games at Cubs Park. On December 12, the Staleys met Akron for the hypothetical professional football championship. Over 12,000 fans, a Chicago pro football record, watched a 0-0 tie.

  Quote of 1920

  “The players on each side hustled and battled as if the grand jury was watching them.”29

  James Crusinberry in the Chicago Tribune—October 3, 1920.

  1921

  On November 12, 1920, Major League Baseball hired Chicago judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis as the game’s first commissioner. His charge was simple yet monumental—to remove the gambling element from the game and restore the public’s faith in the national pastime.

  Landis forged the National Agreement, giving him far-reaching authority to investigate, fine, or ban owners, teams, or players who perform acts detrimental to the game. The commissioner would ban numerous suspected players, most importantly, the eight “Black Sox” just a day after being acquitted by a Chicago jury on August 2.

  Judge Landis drew up new player contracts that included a strict code of conduct. Hippo Vaughn, who worked in the off-season at a delicatessen near Cubs Park, visited President Veeck’s office on January 17. Before he left that afternoon, he became the first major leaguer to sign the new contract.

  The Commissioner’s moral crusade permeated the game. When the Cubs released Claude Hendrix and Buck Herzog, both implicated in 1920 gambling scandals, no other clubs claimed them, ending their baseball careers.

  
    The Season by the Numbers

    
      
        
        
        
      
      
        	64-89
        	.418 7th 30 games out
        	410,107 (5,361 average)
      

      
        	32-44
        	.421 at home
        	85% of NL average
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  Cub manager Johnny Evers welcomed Commissioner Landis to Opening Day. (Chicago History Museum, SDN-061907)

  Opening Day

  APRIL 13; CUBS (ALEXANDER) VS. CARDINALS (HAINES); CLOUDY, 50 DEGREES; 20,000 ATTEND

  Cubs 5 Cardinals 2—The Cubs Bob O’Farrell whacked a second inning, two-run home run over the right field screen. Grover Cleveland Alexander got the win but needed help in the eighth from reliever Buck Freeman.

  Cub fans bought into Landis’s overhaul and came out in force. Scores watched from the field, on top of fences, or from the windows and roofs of buildings on Waveland and Sheffield Avenues. Hundreds got in for free after rushing through an undermanned bleacher gate. Commissioner Landis even watched the proceedings.

  The forgiving crowd cheered almost everything. They cheered new manager Johnny Evers. They cheered Bob O’Farrell’s Sheffield Avenue home run. They even cheered a black and tan dog that alluded efforts to get him off the field during the first inning.

  George Phair of the Chicago Herald and Examiner penned this ode to Opening Day:

  “Has gambling killed the game of ball?”

  They often asked us in the fall,

  When things looked dark and gray

  With pop-eyed throngs on every side

  The ancient baseball fan replied:

  “The livest corpse that ever died

  Is on the job today.”30

  What’s New

  •   This spring, the cage along Addison Street held two bear cubs.

  What Happened

  •   While Opening Day proved that Major League Baseball had a pulse, many fans remained skeptical. Attendance slipped in both leagues with the Cubs drawing their lowest North Side attendance outside the war years of 1917-1918. It didn’t help that the team finished with its worst record between 1901 and 1948.

  •   Last year, Babe Ruth hit 54 home runs, more than any other American League team. This year, a “lively ball” controversy ensued as batters stroked more home runs than ever. James Crusinberry wrote this after a game on July 3: “Three homers into the left field bleacher didn’t even cause much of a stir. Homers are getting so common.”31

  Game of the Year

  June 12—The Cubs collected 22 hits including four each by Max Flack and Charlie Hollocher, but still fell to the Braves, 12-9 in ten innings. Boston countered with fourteen hits, highlighted by Hank Gowdy’s grand slam and a two-run, tenth inning homer into the left field bleachers by Tony Boeckel.

  Bear News

  The second bear outside Cubs Park foreshadowed new tenants that fall. The Decatur Staleys football team moved their games to Chicago and rented the park from the Cubs.

  The Staleys paid the Cubs 15 percent of the gross receipts and all concession profits minus the scorecards. Their Cubs Park opener on October 16 drew 7,500 fans; the Staleys rushed past Rochester, 16-13. The Staleys played nine more games at Cubs Park and drew between 1,900 and 12,000 for each. The Staleys won the American Professional Football Association with a 9-1-1 record. But even with a championship, the team lost $71.63.

  Quote of 1921

  “The lively ball gave another exhibition of leaping fences and crashing its way about the field. . . . Walter Cruise poled two of the homers, one a lift over the right field wall and the other a stinging liner to center field that traveled so fast that Barber couldn’t move thirty feet to get in front of it. It ripped its way clear to the far corner of the lot and still had so much life that it tore its way through the screened and picketed fence.”32
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