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			Preface

			 

			Let’s begin with the elephant in the room. Should Grove City College be celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2026? Grove City officially became a college in 1884, eight years after Isaac Ketler established an academy in the town of Pine Grove, which was renamed Grove City in 1883. The academy’s mission was primarily to prepare students for college. However, the academy did offer some college-level courses from its inception, and April 11, 1876, has long been regarded as the starting date for Grove City College. Hundreds of other colleges with similar beginnings use the date when they first offered instruction as their founding year. Thus, it is appropriate to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the founding of Grove City College in 2026.1

			Some disclaimers and explanations are also necessary. Despite the length of this history, I had to be quite selective in what I included. Distilling 150 years of the college’s history, involving forty-three thousand students/alumni and several thousand trustees, administrators, faculty, and staff is very challenging. Many important aspects of Grove City’s history had to be omitted. This history highlights key people and the college’s mission, policies, strategic plans, capital campaigns, academic life, and extracurricular activities. It seeks to provide a flavor of campus life by discussing many organizations, events, and activities. Athletics, drama, debate, music and the arts, and Greek life are all featured. Student achievements that occurred in competitions with peers at other institutions in sports and debate are accentuated, as are academic, journalistic, and musical attainments. Impressive accomplishments by faculty, alumni, and trustees are also discussed. In addition, substantive changes in administrative policies, curricula, and rules and regulations as well as turning points and significant controversies, challenges, and shifts in student culture are detailed. To add flavor, profiles of key administrators, faculty, and students/alumni, sometimes based on interviews, are included. Hopefully, this history will help alumni readers relive their college years.

			I reviewed all Collegians issued in Grove City’s history, all presidents’ reports to the trustees, and all the trustee minutes. I skimmed many Ouijas, Bridges, college catalogs, GēDUNK magazines, and other alumni publications. Two student assistants helped with this process—Anna Agresti, ’24, and Gabriela Gimenez, ’25. I benefited from reading three earlier histories of Grove City College—Marietta Dietrich’s “The History of Grove City College,” an MA thesis at the University of Pittsburgh (1933), David Dayton’s ’Mid the Pines (1971), and Lee Edwards’s Freedom’s College (2001), as well as from the memoirs of Fred Kring and Hans Sennholz. Several interviews conducted with Charles MacKenzie shed light on his presidency and pivotal developments in the 1970s and 1980s. Numerous interviews college archivist Hilary Walczak conducted provide helpful information. My biggest debt by far is to Hilary, who helped identify, find, and scan numerous sources and verify many facts. I interviewed the following individuals: Lee Kessler, Bradley Scott, Jeff Claypool, Brian Leftow, John Sparks, James Bibza, John Moore, Richard Jewell, and Paul McNulty. I thank Paul Kemeny, Gillis Harp, James Evans, Neil Smith, Mary Sue Smith, Richard Jewell, Paul McNulty, and Brad Lingo for providing feedback on my manuscript. Theater director James Dixon provided an assessment of his favorite shows and the college’s best actors during his tenure. Debate team coaches Jason Edwards, Andrew Harvey, and Michael Coulter supplied an evaluation of the college’s greatest debaters. Music professors Ed Arnold, Doug Browne, Richard Konzen, Joseph Pisano, and Jeff Tedford furnished an appraisal of Grove City’s most gifted musicians. Because these lists go back to only 1976 in theater, 1978 in music, and 2008 in debate, I used Collegians and college yearbooks to identify exceptional actors, debaters, and musicians from earlier eras. Although intramural sports have been very popular throughout the college’s history, and some basketball contests drew hundreds of spectators, I rarely cover them. Swimmers, divers, track and cross-country runners, and field performers set college, pool records, and track records at such a rapid pace that most cannot be mentioned. 

			I am very grateful to Aleigha Koss, my editor at Post Hill Press, who shepherded this project in a winsome, timely, and effective manner. I also want to thank Kate Post for her skillful, meticulous copy editing and thorough fact-checking that prevented numerous errors.

			I spent parts of seven decades associated with Grove City College as a student and professor, and more than thirty members of my family have graduated from the college. During my thirty-nine years on the faculty, I had the privilege of teaching about twelve thousand students and leading six travel interims to Europe, Israel, and China. I began watching college football games in junior high school with my father, a 1942 graduate. My wife is a great-great-granddaughter of Isaac Ketler’s wife. Consequently, I am a consummate insider, and I echo Isaac Ketler final words spoken to dean Alva Calderwood: This work has been “a labor of love.” Nevertheless, as a professionally trained historian who has spent almost fifty years practicing my craft, I have tried to produce an “objective,” accurate history of Grove City College. 

			Vision and Values

			In 1876, twenty-two-year-old schoolteacher Isaac Ketler dreamed of creating an institution to educate and prepare youth for Christian service in the small community of Pine Grove, Pennsylvania. By his death in 1913, Ketler had established and for thirty-seven years shepherded a college that stands out in the annals of American higher education for its diligent efforts to base all its activities on a biblical worldview, pursuit of academic excellence, and focus on free-market economics, Christian formation, and preparing students to be winsome ambassadors of Jesus Christ in all areas of life. Shortly after Ketler died, Oxford University professor Sir William Ramsay asserted that “no other person was so crazy as to imagine that a College” could be created “in the small village where he settled, uninvited and without encouragement.”2 Possessing few material resources, Ketler, by dogged determinism, personal charisma, and trust in God, founded a college that has educated and equipped more than forty thousand men and women to preach, teach, heal, create and operate businesses, care for the least of these, raise children, and serve their families, churches, and communities throughout the world. 

			Led by Isaac Ketler’s son, Weir, who served as president from 1916 to 1956, and Sun Oil executive J. Howard Pew, the president of the board of trustees from 1931 to 1971, the college remained faithful to the founder’s vision through two world wars, a global economic collapse, and a public health crisis. The forces of modernism and secularism assaulted and significantly altered traditional cultural values and institutions in the 1960s and pressured Grove City to abandon its historic Christian commitment and distinctive mission. Under the leadership of Charles MacKenzie, president from 1971 to 1991, and Albert Hopeman, board president from 1971 to 1998, the college rekindled and fortified its commitment to faith and freedom, as its administrators and faculty worked unremittingly to integrate faith and learning. Under presidents John Moore (1996–2003) and Richard Jewell (2003–2014), the college strove to enhance its academic program, upgrade its facilities, and strengthen its finances. Paul McNulty, president from 2014 to 2025, spearheaded a campaign to reaffirm Grove City College’s Christian identity and commitment to promoting the traditional, conservative values undergirding a free society.

			Several foundational principles have guided Grove City College throughout its history. First and foremost has been its commitment to teach and model basic Christian tenets and values and to provide a biblically based perspective of all areas of life. As this history illustrates, this aim has been fulfilled better in some eras than others. Second, the college’s holistic approach to education has emphasized students’ intellectual, spiritual, social, emotional, and physical development. Third, Grove City has advocated fundamental American principles, especially liberty, democracy, free enterprise, limited government, and the advancement of science. Fourth, the college has encouraged inquisitiveness, critical thinking, and the pursuit of truth. Fifth, Grove City has sought to prepare students not just to do a job but to undertake a God-given calling. Sixth, the college has promoted responsible citizenship and lifelong service to the community, church, nation, and world. Seventh, inspired by their quest to advance the kingdom of God on earth, Grove City constituencies have worked to create a more compassionate, just, and prosperous global order. Eighth, the college has sought to provide an affordable education for families of modest means. Finally, Grove City has provided first-rate facilities located in a beautiful, bucolic setting to help administrators, faculty, staff, and students pursue their common goals and develop a caring community. For roughly the first half of Grove City’s history, many of the college’s values were mainstream American ones, but since the 1960s, they have become countercultural.

			For 150 years, the institution’s trustees, administrators, faculty, students, staff, and friends have pursued excellence. Those who have led, taught and studied at, and graduated from Grove City College have much with which to be pleased. As this account highlights, the achievements of Grove City’s various constituencies are impressive. For most of its history, Grove City has faithfully fulfilled its founding mission of furnishing a Christian-centered education and graduating men and women of sterling character and strong conviction who strive to serve God and other people. Like every other institution in a fallen world, Grove City has had its foibles, flaws, and failures. In some ways, the college capitulated to societal pressures and trends and sometimes drifted from its historic commitments. Overall, though, for fifteen decades, Grove City has been one of the nation’s leading Christian, politically conservative colleges. Throughout its history, the college has confronted and overcome many significant challenges—two world wars, a major economic depression, the pressures of anti-Christian philosophies and secularization, a battle with the federal government, the declining number of college-age students in the Northeast, a global pandemic, and a controversy over critical race theory—to remain a vibrant, highly respected, Christ-centered institution of higher education. 

			This is a story of triumph and tragedy, hope and heartache, action and apathy, and laughter and lament. But most of all, it is a tale of trustees, administrators, faculty, students, and alumni who demonstrated and fostered Christian commitment, Christlikeness, character, and compassion. Its leaders from presidents Isaac Ketler to Paul McNulty and from board of trustee presidents Frederick Raymond Babcock to Ed Breen all attributed the college’s success to God’s blessing as they and thousands of other administrators, trustees, and faculty strove to provide an exceptional education at the lowest possible cost in a picturesque environment. With one voice, they would declare: “To God be the glory.”
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			A School Amid the Pines:

			Isaac Ketler Fulfills His Dream,

			1876–1913

			 

			Pine Grove Normal Academy, 1876–1884

			In 1876, the United States celebrated its centennial with a magnificent exposition in Philadelphia. That year, more than a quarter of Americans journeyed to the city to visit this showcase of American achievements, which featured an astonishing display of inventions including Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone, Thomas Edison’s mimeograph machine, and the Corliss steam engine. Meanwhile, the United States was dramatically changing. Millions of immigrants, primarily from southern Europe, were arriving, and cities were growing rapidly. Aided by the completion of the transcontinental railroad, countless Americans were moving to the West. 

			The centennial year was momentous for other reasons. After a heated dispute, Republican Rutherford B. Hayes was declared to have won the 1876 presidential election over Democrat Samuel Tilden. The “bargain” that made Hayes president effectively ended Reconstruction, an eleven-year campaign to reintegrate Southern states into the Union and to incorporate former slaves into the nation’s political, economic, and social life. At the Battle of the Little Bighorn in Montana territory, about five thousand Lakota, Cheyenne, and Arapaho, led by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, killed all three hundred men of Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer’s US 7th Cavalry Regiment. The predecessor to Major League Baseball was formed. Librarian Melvil Dewey invented the Dewey Decimal Classification system. Mark Twain published The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 

			Education, especially the expansion of high schools and colleges, played a very important role in the United States’ progress during the Gilded Age. Prior to the Civil War, more than five hundred colleges were founded, almost all of them by religious groups. After the war, many new state universities were created, including Texas A&M, which opened in 1876. That same year, Johns Hopkins was established in Baltimore as the nation’s first graduate university, modeled on European institutions that focused on research. The social sciences emerged as academic disciplines, and the college curriculum expanded. College enrollment would increase substantially during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Meanwhile, in the rolling hills of western Pennsylvania, an academy was founded in Pine Grove that soon became Grove City College.1 

			In 1798, Valentine and Margaret Glenn Cunningham built a grist mill and a sawmill beside Wolf Creek. Two years later, Mercer County, populated primarily by Scots-Irish Presbyterians, was established. The village the Cunninghams established was incorporated as Pine Grove in 1844. Its principal business in 1876 was the McKay Carriage Works, but coal mining was the region’s major industry. Trains running from Pittsburgh to Erie stopped daily in Pine Grove.

			Academies began in the eastern United States in the 1750s. Serving as the nation’s principal secondary schools, they offered courses in English, arithmetic, logic, geography, history, and bookkeeping to prepare students for the business world and college. Between 1802 and 1870, Presbyterians established fourteen academies in western Pennsylvania and Ohio, several of which evolved into colleges, as well as Western Theological Seminary in Allegheny (adjacent to Pittsburgh) in 1825.2 Free common schools began in the region in the 1830s, and public high schools soon started, which competed for students with tuition-based academies.

			In 1858, a privately-supported school opened in Pine Grove to train pupils for colleges and businesses. In 1876, the school hired Isaac Ketler as its principal. Ketler was born in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, in 1853 and grew up in a family with twelve children. His family moved to Blacktown, near Pine Grove, and he attended Blacktown’s elementary school, where his teachers included Joseph Newton Pew. Ketler left home at age sixteen to work in lumber camps and brickyards in central Pennsylvania to earn enough money to attend college. After two years at Edinboro Normal School, he received a teaching degree in 1875. Ketler taught briefly at Blacktown and nearby Crawford’s Corner and then studied Greek and Latin at National University in Lebanon, Ohio.

			Because he believed that the school at Pine Grove could become a college, Ketler agreed to take charge of an institution with only fifteen students that guaranteed him no income and required him to supply much of the equipment.3 Despite having no wealthy friends, family, or benefactors, Ketler was convinced God was calling him to establish a Christian college. Ketler had not crossed the Rubicon, but he had undertaken a daunting venture.

			In undertaking his work at Pine Grove Normal Academy in April 1876, Ketler declared that his “select school” strove to “fit young men and women for College, and to prepare those who desire to teach.”4 He sought to provide a rudimentary education for younger children who did not plan to attend college, prepare youth for college, and train elementary school teachers. During this first term, twenty-six pupils attended. Ketler recruited students, inspected boarding houses, oversaw all school operations, managed its finances, and conducted fourteen recitations each day. The 1878–1879 catalog stated that Pine Grove sought to give students “a thirst for knowledge,” help them behave properly, and “incite love for the true, the beautiful, and the good.”5 

			As the nation experienced an economic recession, Ketler traversed the countryside in a horse and buggy, handing out fliers to attract students. One brochure declared that “Education is power, capital, wealth.” All those who resolved to gain an education would “find means by which to obtain it.”6 Ketler doggedly persevered, and enrollment increased from 115 at the end of the academy’s first year to 201 in 1877, 313 in 1880, and more than five hundred in 1883. Ketler’s teaching ability and personal charm as well as its low tuition (eight dollars—$253 today—for each of the three terms) helped the school grow rapidly. His earnest, diligent, thorough instruction stimulated students to want to learn. The sale of stocks and bonds to Pine Grove residents helped finance the academy.

			As noted, the academy had three categories of students. Eight- to twelve-year-old boys and girls in the primary department took classes in spelling, reading, grammar, geography, arithmetic, and vocal music. “School of pedagogy” students prepared to become elementary school teachers; Ketler claimed that they spent twice as much time as their peers in other institutions studying “the common branches of knowledge” they would teach. These students were required to master these subjects completely and to learn the theories and methods of classroom instruction. A third group of pupils took classes to prepare for college. The 1877–1878 catalog boasted that because of its students’ “exceptionally fine character and academic achievement,” Pine Grove was the only Pennsylvania academy that colleges formally recognized. Its preparatory course fully met or exceeded the requirements of the state’s best colleges. Consequently, colleges did not require Pine Grove graduates to take their entrance examinations. During its second year, the academy had nine faculty, including James McClelland and John Courtney, who both taught at the institution for many years. Weir Ketler argued that the early faculty were “almost fanatically devoted” to each other, the institution, and his father.7

			The school day began for all students with devotions in the chapel. After scripture readings, singing, and prayer, Ketler and other professors spent half an hour discussing the factors that contributed to success, historical developments, and current events. Students were expected to attend worship services every Sunday at a local Presbyterian or Methodist church and were encouraged to attend at least one of their weekly prayer meetings. Ketler assigned impromptu speeches to college preparatory students, and they could choose to give declamations and orations and receive “friendly criticism.”8 By 1878–1879, the academy had four debating clubs, and membership was considered a high honor.

			In 1878, Ketler married Matilda Gilson, whose father taught at a local common school and operated a farm. Bright, resolute, and level-headed, she shared her husband’s “dreams and aspirations” and selflessly supported him and his educational endeavors. Their son Weir praised her loyalty, wisdom, courage, and prudent counsel to her husband and himself.9 When she died in 1940, a student described her as “vital force in the development of the college,” while a professor argued that Matilda, who had a great faith in God and a fervent belief in Grove City’s destiny, had “exerted an important influence in the building of Grove City College.”10 

			By 1878–1879, to be admitted to the academy’s preparatory course, students had to pass an examination to demonstrate that they grasped the basic subjects high school freshmen were expected to know. Admitted students could take one of two four-year courses—the philosophical or the scientific. They were quite similar, but the philosophical course, designed to prepare pupils to attend college, included more Latin and Greek, whereas the scientific course was devised to train students to teach in high schools.11 Both programs included classes in geography; political economy; music; US, English, ancient, and world history; algebra; geometry; trigonometry; grammar; composition; elocution; spelling; rhetoric; literature; Latin; physics; botany; chemistry; geology; astronomy; logic; psychology; philosophy; and ethics. All students were required to write an essay at least every three weeks in a history or literature course.12 Surprisingly, the program included no classes in the Bible or religion. 

			In April 1879, the academy was granted a charter, which required fifteen trustees to be elected in January 1880. Five men were elected to serve three-, two-, or one-year terms, and thereafter five trustees were to be elected each year. All the trustees lived in the Pine Grove area. Every year, the trustees, faculty, and two college graduates were charged with examining all students and awarding diplomas to those whom a majority of examiners deemed worthy.13

			The 1879–1880 catalog specified that faculty expected students to use their time wisely, obey school rules, promote the academy’s best interests, be teachable, “earnest, honest, energetic and truthful,” and avoid profanity. In return, students could expect faculty to “labor zealously” to enhance their “moral, intellectual and physical welfare”; “teach with patience and care”; insist on punctuality, good conduct, and thorough work; closely monitor their behavior; encourage “right living and right thinking”; give students “an exalted idea” of the aims of life; and lead them “to the Lamb of God.”14

			The 1880–1881 catalog explained further that students must possess substantial ability, energy, and common sense, be eager to perform “life’s duties,” and earnestly strive “to make the most of their time and opportunities.” The catalog also highlighted the academy’s advantages: it was in a town with a strong Christian environment and had “new, large and handsome” buildings, “earnest and efficient” teachers, and a low cost. Moreover, the academy accepted students at various levels of proficiency.15 By this date, students could live in two rooming houses on campus—one for men and one for women—or could board in homes in the community.

			As Americans mourned President James Garfield’s death by assassination in 1881, strove to end “the spoils system” and institute civil service, and heard protests of farmers and laborers about their working conditions, the academy flourished. The 1881–1882 catalog contended that the school was effectively preparing men and women to teach, work in the business world, or attend college. Colleges often gave the latter group advanced standing and required them to take fewer courses to graduate. By this date, the academy also had a department of music that provided organ and piano instruction.16 In fall 1883, a large, beautifully crafted music hall containing twelve rooms with organs and pianos opened.

			The 1882–1883 catalog asserted that the academy gave greater attention to elocution than any other subject. Both faculty and students looked forward to the daily chapel services, which students valued so highly that “no effort is needed to secure prompt attendance.”17

			In loco parentis was a powerful force in the collegiate world during the last quarter of the nineteenth century, and the academy’s faculty, driven by their desire to shape students’ character and conduct, carefully monitored their behavior. They strove diligently to help students develop both keen minds and sterling character. Students were forbidden to frequent places where bad influences abounded. Happily, there were “no licensed hotels or saloons” within nine miles of town.18 Catalogs continued to emphasize other advantages of attending the academy: its Christian environment, modern facilities, low cost, practical courses of study, and skilled teachers and the closeness of faculty and students.19 

			While overseeing all aspects of the academy’s life and teaching numerous courses, Ketler continued his own education. In 1882, he finished an MA at nearby Allegheny College and two years later completed a nonresident doctor of philosophy degree at the College of Wooster in Ohio. Throughout his life, Ketler read extensively to equip him to teach a wide variety of subjects. In 1883, the trustees adopted a complete classic course of study that served as the basis for the academy transitioning to a college the next year. It was very similar to the philosophical course, but it also included classes in survey, navigation, metaphysics, and political science. 

			Grove City College: Conducting “the King’s Business,” 1884–1900

			In the 1880s and 1890s, a modern industrial economy emerged in the United States fueled by the development of a national transportation and communication network, the rise of corporations, and a managerial revolution that transformed commercial operations. Amid these changes, on November 21, 1884, a Mercer County court granted a charter and approved changing the school’s name from the Pine Grove Normal Academy to Grove City College. The institution took its name from the town, which had adopted this appellation the previous year. The catalog declared that the college “is a Christian but undenominational institution of learning.” The college devised a seal with an open Bible at its center; across the Bible is written Lux Mea, Latin for “my light,” based on Psalm 119:105: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (KJV). Although no denomination legally controlled the college, it was de facto a Presbyterian institution, as will be explained later. The charter mandated that all trustees be members of a “Christian sect or creed,” but no more than one-third of them could be ministers. The charter also stated that students would be admitted and faculty would be hired “without regard to religious test or belief.” Professors were not required to subscribe to a confessional statement, but Ketler appointed only faculty who affirmed basic evangelical tenets.20 Ketler had realized a significant part of his dream: He had established a Christian college. But even harder work remained to ensure that the institution remained faithful to his original vision and pursued excellence.

			“Will anyone deny the providence of God?” Grove City’s leaders asked regarding its founding. The college would enable students to “drink at a veritable fountain of living waters.” A board of trustees, not to exceed thirty members, was charged with directing the college. The trustees established four committees to oversee their work: executive, finance, instruction, and library.21 

			The new college had three departments: preparatory (to equip younger students to attend college), music, and collegiate. Those who completed the collegiate department’s classical course received a bachelor of arts (AB) degree, while those who finished its scientific course, which had been introduced in 1878 to educate teachers and businesspersons, received a bachelor of science (BS) degree. Preparing teachers was an important part of the college’s mission. In 1889, only eighty-seven teachers in western Pennsylvania’s primary and secondary schools were college graduates.22 Graduates of the music program received a diploma attesting to their degree of skill and proficiency.23 Depending on their previous knowledge, natural ability, and work ethic, music students required one to three years to finish their degrees. Twelve professors, including Ketler, provided instruction in these three programs. Half of them were Presbyterian ministers. Two instructors had no college degrees, six held only AB or BS degrees, three had MAs, and only Ketler had a doctor of philosophy degree. As at many other Christian colleges, the president taught the institution’s capstone course in metaphysics (philosophy and ethics). Ketler used the era’s standard texts written by Princeton’s Lyman Atwater, Brown’s Francis Wayland, Yale’s Noah Porter, and the University of Tübingen’s Albert Schwegler. “Students are constantly urged to think for themselves,” the catalog declared. This would continue to be a hallmark of the college. All students who passed an examination covering their programs’ forty courses, possessed “a good moral character,” and seemed likely “to maintain the reputation of the school” were granted AB and BS degrees.24

			From its founding, the college thrived. Its second year, Grove City had 556 different students and 810 total students attended its four terms—September to December, January to March, April to June, and summer school. To raise the standards of teachers, Grove City began offering a six-week summer school in 1888 for its own students and current teachers. In 1893, the summer term was extended to twelve weeks. The catalog emphasized that college students received “careful and thorough” instruction in Latin and Greek.25 The college strove to increase the library’s collection and quality, which would be an ongoing struggle.

			In the late 1880s, many students met for a prayer meeting every Thursday night. Faculty and students created a missionary society to increase interest in missions, financially support alumni missionaries, and promote “the evangelization of the world.” Their belief that “the King’s business” was urgent prompted college leaders to produce graduates whose hearts burned for reaching the unsaved around the globe. A college temperance union was established to educate students about “the evil effects of intemperance” and to train them to end the “rum traffic.” The Christian union was formed to support men who planned to become ministers. Its members assisted churches in the Grove City vicinity with their worship services, youth ministries, Sunday schools, and prayer meetings. They also met weekly to pray, discuss scripture, and plan their work.26 By the early 1890s, Grove City, like hundreds of other American colleges, created chapters of the YMCA and YWCA. Their participants focused on Bible study and evangelism. “Christ is made the central figure in every college enterprise,” the 1891–1892 catalog declared. 27 

			In 1888, the New College Building (later called Founders Hall) opened. The four-story structure had science laboratories with “first-class equipment,” an auditorium, three large lecture halls, classrooms, a museum, the president’s office, and gyms for men and women. By this date, the college also included the academic building (Recitation Hall), erected in 1879, which housed the chapel, classrooms, the library, and a reading room; Music Hall, which was completed in 1879; and Physics Hall, which opened in 1883 and contained twelve classrooms. The college, which consisted of twenty acres, was valued at $100,000 ($3.4 million today). 

			In 1888, Ketler finished his BD (equivalent to today’s MDiv) degree at Western Theological Seminary in Allegheny, across the river from Pittsburgh. After being ordained as a minister in the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA), he frequently preached at area churches on Sundays. While Ketler was away working on his degree, professor James McClelland and pastor William McConkey did much of the administrative work. McConkey is arguably the second most important figure in the college’s early years. From 1875 to 1888, he simultaneously pastored Center Presbyterian Church and Grove City Presbyterian Church, and then only the latter congregation from 1888 to 1910, which grew from 130 to 861 members. McConkey was a college trustee from 1888 to 1913, served on the board’s executive and instruction committees, and helped arrange summer school. Before being ordained, Ketler was a ruling elder in McConkey’s church.

			In 1889, the college created a business department, which offered courses in bookkeeping, banking, manufacturing, mining, real estate, insurance, and retail and wholesale merchandising. The catalog announced that the program could be pursued “under the best Christian influences”; its cost was low; students could take courses in many other subjects to supplement their business courses; some of Grove City’s best professors taught these business courses; and students would be safe from “the vices and allurements of a large city.”28 The next year, the faculty numbered eighteen and Grove City began offering a nonresident, three-year doctor of philosophy degree. Participants in the program read books by Noah Porter, Lyman Atwater, Albert Schweiger, Princeton’s president James McCosh, Aristotle, German philosopher Immanuel Kant, and Boston University professor Borden Bowne on psychology, philosophy, apologetics, metaphysics, ethics, and other subjects.

			In 1890, Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota, tried to lure Isaac Ketler to accept its presidency by offering him triple his Grove City salary, but despite this monetary incentive and Macalester’s attractive physical plant and strategic location, he declined. His visit to Macalester convinced Ketler that to thrive, Grove City needed financial support from a broader area. As a result, he solicited the help of several Pittsburgh businessmen. He arranged to meet with his former teacher Joseph Newton Pew, who had become an oil tycoon. Pew had earlier asked the educator to go into business with him. “Now,” Ketler declared, “I have come to ask you to go into business with me.”29 Pew agreed to help and suggested that Ketler also talk with Samuel Harbison, a manufacturer of refractory products; Major A. P. Burchfield, president of the Joseph Horne Company; banker W. A. Shaw; and two prominent Pittsburgh religious leaders—Joseph Gibson and William McMillan. Pew was born in 1848, seven miles from Grove City, to strong abolitionist parents who had operated a station on the Underground Railroad. After graduating from Edinboro Normal School, teaching for a few years, and operating real estate businesses, Pew organized the Penn Fuel Company to pipe natural gas to Pittsburgh, which became the nation’s first major city to use natural gas in its industries and homes. In 1884, he established Peoples Natural Gas Company and invested in oil wells near Lima, Ohio, which led him to create the Sun Oil Company.30 Pew served as Ketler’s guide, coworker, and principal benefactor.31 Thus began a partnership between Grove City College and the Pew family that would powerfully shape the institution.

			By 1890, the United States had the world’s largest economy, twice the size of Britain, its closest competitor. As America’s trade with other nations increased dramatically and European countries competed to establish colonies around the world, the United States felt compelled to join the scramble for territory, build a stronger navy, and enhance its global influence. As these developments occurred, The Collegian, the college newspaper, published its first issue in February 1891. The editors warned students to “Keep off the Grass!” a plea repeated often throughout most of college history.32 The newspaper was published most months until 1914 when it switched to weekly issues. Over the years, The Collegian’s topics, format, length, and quality varied, but it has always focused on student life while paying differing degrees of attention to the world beyond the campus. The newspaper has been financed by commercial advertisements, student subscriptions, and student activities fees.

			In late March 1891, Grove City created a military department, one of only three in Pennsylvania, to provide exercise for and improve the discipline of male students. “Soon the firing of muskets and booming of cannon will be as common as coming late to class,” The Collegian editors joked.33 All physically capable men were required to enroll as cadets. Army First Lieutenant Charles Rowell commanded a battalion of two hundred male students who drilled for an hour a week and had three years of classroom instruction. College leaders praised the program for strengthening participants physically and improving their self-control. Thus began Grove City’s long relationship with the United States military that would intensify during World War I and World War II and continue through air force ROTC from 1953 until 1989. Rowell also provided physical training for women.34 Meanwhile, admission to the college became more difficult as prospective students had to pass examinations in English grammar, practical arithmetic, political geography, US history, Latin and Greek grammar, algebra, and geometry.35 

			In 1892, the college offered several programs of study: a college preparatory course, an ancient and modern classical course, Greek philosophical and Latin philosophical programs, a scientific course, instrumental music (piano and organ) and voice culture degrees, a business program, courses in telegraphy, stenography, and typewriting, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree. The college’s four literary societies—Webster and Shakespeare for men and Speedwell and Philokalian for women—remained very important for more than fifty years. Their libraries were often as large as the college’s. Their members delivered speeches, read expository essays and poetry, engaged in literary criticism, and debated various topics within their own societies and against each other. For example, one year, the Philokalians debated whether large colleges were preferable to small colleges, while Speedwell debated whether “devotion to fashion is a greater evil than the tobacco habit.”36

			The catalog continued to proclaim the advantages of Grove City College: its beneficial moral and religious tone, low cost, enthusiastic students, “thoroughly competent” professors, superb science laboratories, modern equipment, and military department. No other college its size, Grove City claimed, had “such a wide scope of programs.”37 In 1893, the Grove City School of Art began under the direction of Margaret Williams, a graduate of the Philadelphia School of Design who had done graduate study in New York City and Italy. The 1893, The Collegian called students’ interest in spiritual matters “intense.” It boasted that the college’s outstanding stenography and typewriting courses gave graduates very good job prospects.38 That year, a financial panic struck the United States; by 1895, 642 banks had failed, one-quarter of industrial plants had closed, and millions were unemployed. Nevertheless, the college continued to prosper. Ketler exhorted graduates to have faith in God and depend on the Holy Spirit, who would guide them to truth and strengthen them in “the battle of life.”39 

			As advocates of higher criticism attacked the Bible’s divine inspiration, Ketler staunchly defended its infallibility and authority.40 The 1893–1894 catalog declared that Grove City was “first and foremost, a Christian College” which gave “a central place to Christ and Christian learning.”41 The next catalog asserted that “college has become widely known for its Christian influences, thoroughness of instruction, and the opportunity it affords young men and women of limited means to secure an education.” It added that its various degree programs compared favorably with “the very best ones” at other colleges and that alumni appreciated the personal interest instructors took in them.42 The four leading faculty in the 1890s were James McClelland (Greek), John Courtney (mathematics and Latin), Frank Hays (history and political science), and Samuel Dodds (Bible, English, psychology, chemistry) who were all “men of superior abilities and character.”43

			Influenced by Harvard president Charles Eliot, numerous colleges after 1875 adopted an elective system that allowed students to choose many of their courses. Believing that the elective system inhibited student development, Ketler instead followed the example of James McCosh, who prescribed a carefully regimented set of courses. Grove City first offered electives in 1888–1889, and students were increasingly given opportunities to select more specialized courses within their majors.44 During the Gilded Age, many American colleges, elevated human reason over divine revelation and exalted searching for scientific truths above accepting revealed transcendent truths, a trend that Grove City strongly resisted as evident in its courses called Natural Theology and the Evidences of Christianity.45

			As debate raged in Christian circles over evolution in the late nineteenth century, Ketler and the Grove City science faculty forthrightly embraced theistic evolution. Ketler insisted that “Whether God by successive acts of His creative might called into being each and every form in which life manifests itself” or whether people’s “complex intellectual and spiritual life” evolved “through long ages of physical and spiritual environment” “is a question for speculation, but not for dogmatic statement. God in His written Word has given us the fact, but not the method of His creative power.”46 Science professors assigned books by Yale geologist James Dana and University of California geologist Joseph LeConte, two committed Christians who defended theistic evolution.47 Meanwhile, maintaining “a high state of religious life” became increasingly difficult as more Grove City students came from public high schools, which offered no religious classes.48

			The college’s first intercollegiate contest was a baseball game against Westminster College in 1884. The 1895–1896 catalog asserted that the faculty had “the right to control, direct, and at will restrain the athletic association of the college.”49 Baseball was Grove City’s most popular sport before 1900; the college played about eighteen games a season against West Virginia University, Waynesburg, Indiana Normal School, and other colleges. Grove City played its first football game in 1892, and during the 1890s, competed against colleges, athletic clubs, and industrial teams. From 1893 to 1896, the team’s record was 29–7 (.806). In 1896, Grove City finished 8–1, shutting out Pitt and six other opponents. The 1896–1897 catalog praised the college’s “commendable” athletic record.50 Alva Calderwood, ’96, who later served for thirty-five years as the college’s dean, was a star halfback during these years, and he pitched and played outfield for the baseball team. Another standout was center William Ralph Cunningham, ’97, who was named to Walter Camp’s All-American team in 1898 and 1899 while attending medical school at the University of Michigan. A basketball team, formed in 1898, played its games by the illumination of oil lamps. Ketler required that all Grove City varsity athletes be amateurs. Only men who affirmed that they had not received any direct or indirect financial aid because of their athletic ability were allowed to play.51 Grove City won its augural track meet in 1900 against the Erie YMCA 36–0. Because Ketler valued physical as well as intellectual and spiritual development, a professor was hired in 1897 to increase opportunities for students to exercise indoors and outdoors.

			As noted, the college was initially funded in part by selling stock to community residents. All 250 stockholders, who owned between one and twenty ten-dollar shares agreed in 1894 to surrender their stock to enable Grove City College to become a charitable institution. Fifteen additional members were elected to the board of trustees for three-year terms, increasing its size to thirty.52 Joseph Newton Pew was chosen as president of the board. The four trustee committees continued: The executive managed all expenditures and salaries; instruction oversaw academic departments, visited classes, and hired faculty; finance managed investments and sought to procure a larger endowment; and the library supervised its operations and strove to expand its materials.53

			In 1896, three of the college programs—the ancient and modern classical, the philosophical, and the scientific courses—included one Bible course, whereas the college preparatory course did not require any. That year, the Schubert Club, the first of the college’s many departmental clubs, was established to foster musical appreciation and interest. In addition, the board decided to hold a ten-day summer Bible school. Modeled on the program at Northfield, Massachusetts, created by evangelists Dwight L. Moody and R. A. Torrey, the school, for the next forty-five years, brought scores of prominent pastors and professors to Grove City to teach thousands of ministers and laypeople about numerous biblical and theological topics. Three thousand people attended at least one session of the first Bible school in August 1897, which featured Borden Bowne, the leading proponent of a philosophy called personalism that emphasized God created human beings with moral, religious, emotional, and logical dimensions, reflecting his own attributes.54 Bowne commended Ketler for making “the new leaven of reverent and progressive scholarship” central at Bible school meetings.55

			In 1897, the music department was named the Grove City Conservatory of Music. Hermann Poehlman, who had taught piano at the Dresden Royal Conservatory, served as the conservatory’s director of music. He also taught music courses and conducted the college’s orchestra from 1893 to 1935. His wife Johanna, an opera singer, joined the faculty in 1893 to teach voice. Lois Cory, later the college’s dean of women, came from the Royal Conservatory to teach voice in early 1890s. Another renowned musician, Gustav Mehner, joined the faculty in 1900.

			During the college’s first fifteen years, Ketler wore an amazing number of hats. He supervised the college facilities, safeguarded its financial solvency, interacted with the college’s various constituencies, taught ethics and philosophy, served as a counselor and spiritual guide for students, enforced the college’s regulations, and was the final court of appeal for many matters. He also preached in churches many Sundays and spoke to countless church and community groups during the week. Ketler was also a husband and the father of three sons. It is truly a wonder that he slept at night.

			The Final Years of Isaac Ketler’s Presidency: “Sound Scholarship and Christian Character,” 1901–191356

			As the new century dawned, the Progressive Era began in the United States. Dozens of reformers sought to remedy the problems produced by rapid industrialization and urbanization, massive immigration, political malfeasance, monopolies, poverty, and unsafe labor conditions. Meanwhile, Grove City College seemed poised for a bright future. Attracted by the college’s improving academic program and vibrant spiritual life, 623 students enrolled in 1900–1901. In 1900, Andrew Carnegie gave the Borough of Grove City and the college trustees $30,000 to build a free library. Completed in 1902, the building contained a large gymnasium, a library, and a large auditorium. After the borough defaulted on its pledge to provide $1,800 annually for maintenance, Carnegie declared in 1906 that the edifice belonged exclusively to the college; at that point, the library had 5,677 books.

			In 1900, the Bessemer Gas Engine Company was founded. By 1926, the company employed almost one thousand five hundred Grove City area residents; in 1929, it merged with the C. and C. Cooper Company of Mt. Vernon, Ohio, to become Cooper-Bessemer. Until the 1970s, the company remained the largest employer in Grove City. In June 1900, Grove City College awarded eleven AB, twenty-three bachelor of philosophy, and six BS degrees, including one to J. Howard Pew; ten music diplomas; and one doctor of philosophy degree. Aided by a $20,000 grant from the Pennsylvania legislature, the college added majors in civil and mechanical engineering in 1901. This was one of the few times that Grove City received direct aid from the state or federal government. The 1902 Bible school included a separate conference for young people sponsored by the YMCA, YWCA, and Christian Endeavor. That year, The Collegian expressed hope that Grove City College would become “a thoroughly first-class Christian institution with a faculty of scholarly men and women with high ideals” who prepared students for business and professional careers.57

			By fall 1903, all campus buildings had electric lights. The next fall, Grove City opened its first dormitory—Colonial Hall—which housed sixty women; its rooms offered “every convenience of a first class college hostel.”58 Room and board was sixty dollars per term ($2,180 today). Fearing that its regulations would curtail their freedom, many women were reluctant to live in Colonial. To help convince them, Colonial initially had no rules. The college insisted in 1905 that young women had the same amenities as exclusively female colleges and that it supplied “every comfort and safeguard which parents desire for their daughters.”59 Grove City offered courses in cooking, home sanitation, home nursing, home management, dietary, and household accounts to equip women who were studying a broad liberal arts curriculum to also be the “Mistress of the home.”60 Lillian Kemp, a graduate of the Drexel School of Domestic Science, oversaw both the college’s domestic science courses and Colonial Hall. In 1908, the town’s United Presbyterian Church sold its building to the college; renamed Ivy Chapel, it served as a classroom building until the 1950s.

			During the Progressive years, in loco parentis continued to prevail. Ketler established rules for studying, courting, athletics, and entertainment. The apparel and moral standards of Grove City students during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century were distinctively Victorian, and students were not permitted to dance or play cards. Grove City refused to admit or retain students who were “addicted to cigarettes,” and using tobacco on campus was prohibited.61 Ketler expected all faculty and staff to abstain totally from alcohol.62 Students were required to be in their rooms studying by 7 p.m. each night. Some enterprising men used ropes to climb to the windows of women to talk with them. The men arranged signals to avoid being caught by Ketler when he made his nightly rounds, but after apprehending some men one evening, the president had heavy screens nailed to the windows to impede conversing.63 

			In 1906, Herbert Harmon began teaching at Grove City. For the next forty years, he taught physics and engineering courses, coached baseball and football, installed and directed the campus radio station, and created a complete radio-phone outfit, which won first prize in a national contest for its efficient operation. Tragedy struck the Grove City community in 1906. After teaching voice at the college for seven years, Johanna Poehlmann became a featured soloist at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. In 1906, she was touring in San Francisco with the renowned Italian tenor Enrico Caruso when a massive earthquake struck the city. While helping save a panic-stricken fellow singer who was threatening to jump from a window, Poehlmann was seriously injured by a sliding piano. When she died three years later, of cancer at age forty, The Collegian praised her “marvelous accomplishments” and incredible “mental tours de force.”64

			While many faculty at numerous colleges and universities, influenced by John Dewey and other pragmatic and secular philosophers, taught that all truth is relative and that ideas should be judged exclusively by whether they had beneficial consequences, Grove City continued to be faithful to its founding Christian principles. The college gave the Bible central place in its curriculum, Ketler argued.65 He always strove to ensure that the “ethical and theistic principles” promoted in college philosophy courses harmonized with “the great doctrines of Evangelical Christianity.”66 The 1905 graduating class was the largest in college history—forty-eight men and nineteen women; twelve men planned to become either ministers or missionaries.67 The June 1905 Bulletin claimed that more Grove City alumni had become pastors than those of any other Pennsylvania college.68 Ketler rejoiced in 1909 that about fifty Grove City graduates were or would soon be serving as missionaries and that “a great revival” was presently occurring on campus.69 

			During the Progressive years, the college provided forty-six weeks of instruction—three twelve-week terms and a ten-week summer term; students needed 180 credits to graduate with either an AB or a BS degree; students were expected to take fifteen credits a term or forty-five per year. Ketler constantly sought to upgrade the quality of instruction, and the credentials of the faculty improved substantially during his presidency. The 1912–1913 faculty held degrees from Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Johns Hopkins, Cornell, Northwestern, Bonn, and the Royal Conservatory of Dresden; seven had PhDs, three had master’s degrees, and five had only bachelor’s degrees. Professors generally worked ten hours per day six days per week to provide high-quality instruction.70 The college recruited some distinguished guest professors to teach summer school courses including Borden Bowne and professors from Manchester University in England, William & Mary, and Western Theological Seminary. The 1908 summer school enrolled 208 students, including more candidates for permanent teaching certificates in Pennsylvania public schools than the summer program of any other college in the state. 

			The Grove City Conservatory of Music was a vital part of the institution; in 1909, it had 254 students, thirty-five more than that of the college. It awarded diplomas for many different proficiencies—teaching piano, vocal music, violin, or music theory; playing piano or violin; and concert or opera singing.71 The number of students in Grove City’s preparatory program declined dramatically in the 1900s as more youths graduated from high schools. In 1909–1910, the college began admitting only students who had four years of high school course work.72 The 1911 Alumni Quarterly claimed that more Grove City graduates were teaching in Pennsylvania than the alumni of any other college.73

			Despite its growth, Grove City struggled financially in the early twentieth century, prompting Ketler to repeatedly implore the trustees to raise a larger endowment. The college’s meager endowment would continue to be a major concern and inhibited paying higher faculty and staff salaries, providing scholarships, erecting buildings, hiring and retaining faculty, and supplying more amenities for students. 

			The military department remained very important until 1911. Male students were required to buy West Point–style uniforms and to take military courses all four years. Cadets participated in the inaugural ceremonies of William McKinley in 1901, Theodore Roosevelt in 1905, and William Howard Taft in 1909. The 1900 catalog lauded members of the department for increasing their physical strength and fortifying their discipline.74 The June 1905 Bulletin claimed that military training was the “very best form of physical training” and inculcated “the moral virtue of obedience.” Moreover, cadets were taught the foundational principles of “good conduct and good citizenship.”75 One cadet claimed in 1903: “We are strong advocates of military drill and discipline.”76 Consistent with national trends, however, interest in the military waned at Grove City, and military training was discontinued in 1911. After war erupted in Europe in 1914, faculty and students reorganized a military company.

			All four literary societies had their own well-furnished and equipped club rooms and sponsored many orations, debates, impromptu speeches, and musical activities.77 In the 1900s, these literary societies were as popular as athletics teams. Extracurricular activities, whether focusing on recreation, self-improvement, or community service, took more of students’ time.78 In 1905, students organized the Prohibition League, which met biweekly to discuss the nation’s liquor problem. 

			The May 1906 bulletin reaffirmed that Grove City “strictly enforces an amateur basis of eligibility.”79 By then, the college had seven buildings valued at $400,000 ($14.2 million today) and baseball and football fields, a one-third-mile track, and a half-mile boating course on Wolf Creek. Soon thereafter, tennis courts were constructed. The 1911–1912 catalog reiterated that “professionalism in all forms is discouraged in athletics.” To play on varsity teams, students had to take a full course load and do “fair quality” work.80 The next catalog insisted that athletic participation must not interfere with academic work.81 

			Despite the college’s emphasis on amateurism and academics, its sports teams excelled. Grove City participated in both the National Intercollegiate Association (the predecessor to the NCAA) and the League of Colleges. The 1901 baseball squad finished 14–6, the 1911 team was 17–5, and the 1912 team went 16–1–1. The football team’s best years were 1909 (6–2), 1910 (7–1–1) and 1911 (8–0–1). The basketball squad’s record was 14–3 in 1901–1902, 13–1 in 1902–1903 (including wins over Penn State, Penn, and Syracuse), 16–3 in 1904–1905 (with victories over Pitt 25–8 and WVU 36–9), and 12–0 in 1911–1912 (defeating Pitt twice and winning the western Pennsylvania basketball championship). Remarkably, Grove City did not lose a single contest in baseball, football, or basketball or any track meets during a fifty-three-week period in 1911–1912. Weir Ketler, ’08, was a superb athlete who lettered in football, basketball, tennis, and track and field. A guard with blazing speed, Ketler was a leading scorer in basketball.82 He was a defensive end in football. The college organized a tennis team in 1908, and Ketler was one of the college’s best tennis players ever. His senior year, he also ran the half mile and the mile in track.83 After returning to the college to teach mathematics, Ketler coached basketball from 1910 to 1913, compiling a 32–7 record. Herbert Harmon coached baseball and football. His 1910, 1911, and 1912 football teams won the collegiate championship of Pennsylvania, compiling a combined record of 21–3–3. The 1911 team outscored its opponent 134–3. He was Grove City’s “Knute Rockne,” The Collegian’s sports editor effused.84 

			Howard Acher, ’13, excelled in football, basketball and tennis in the early twentieth century. He played quarterback and fullback for the superlative 1910–1912 football teams and as a forward, helped lead the 1911–1912 championship basketball team. From 1915 to 1919, Acher coached football, basketball, and tennis at Grove City. 

			During the first years of the twentieth century, Grove City produced five men who played in Major League Baseball. The most impressive was Frank Elmer Smith. After playing at Grove City from 1896 to 1901, he pitched for five MLB teams from 1904 to 1915, going 139–111 with an outstanding 2.59 earned run average (ERA). Had there been a Cy Young Award at the time, Smith would have been a top candidate to win it in 1907, when he posted a 23–10 record with a 2.47 ERA and twenty-nine complete games, and in 1909, when he was 25–17 with a dazzling 1.80 ERA and thirty-seven complete games.85

			In 1911, some men formed a College Glee Club while others preparing to be pastors, aided by Ketler, created the Ministerial Students’ League. Members of the college’s YMCA ministered at George Junior Republic, a school for juvenile delinquent males founded two years earlier.86 In 1911, the college first recognized magna cum laude or cum laude graduates. That year, the college established four $160 ($5,400 today) merit scholarships. All male freshmen were required to take classes in blacksmithing, boxing, and football. That year, college leaders debated whether to build a men’s dormitory or a gymnasium. The low ceiling in the gym in the basement of Carnegie Library made shooting baskets extremely difficult. The college decided to construct both buildings, spending $30,000 ($970,000 today) on the gymnasium (dedicated in February 1913) and $85,000 ($2.7 million) on the men’s dormitory (dedicated in November 1914). In 1912, the junior class decided to produce a yearbook called the Ouija. The newspaper again urged students to stay off the grass. Members of the Shakespeare and Webster Clubs formed the Intercollegiate Debating Team. Grove City would excel in debate, especially in the twenty-first century.87 

			During these years, The Collegian featured many essays and poems. This ditty probably captures the sentiment of many students: 

			Little roots of Greek,

			Make the verdant Freshman

			Feel extremely meek.

			Then a little German,

			With a little French,

			Make the foolish Sophomore

			Think he has some sense.

			Then a year of Logic,

			And Philosophy,

			Makes the best of Juniors

			Wise as he can be.

			Then comes Analytics,

			Turns a fellow’s head,

			Makes the wisest Senior

			Wish that he was dead.88

			In the early twentieth century, the college’s graduation festivities lasted a week. Numerous clubs held banquets, music students gave a recital, art students exhibited their work, a literary club staged a play, and numerous graduating classes had reunions. The college held an oratorical contest for juniors. Hundreds of people watched as a brass band led a procession of trustees, faculty, graduates, and distinguished guests down Main Street, across the bridge over Wolf Creek, and into College Park for the commencement. This ceremony lasted several hours because almost all graduates gave short orations.

			In 1912, the college’s major benefactor Joseph Newton Pew died. Ketler extolled Pew’s wonderful heart, immense reverence for the Bible, and “strong, unswerving, Christian character.” Pew had agreed to serve as a Grove City trustee because of its Christian identity and strong “loyalty to the Word of God.” Grove City had lost “a wise counselor, a great leader, and a true friend.” Further explaining the college’s commitments, Ketler argued that Grove City College stood for “a broad, catholic evangelical acceptance of the Bible as the Word of God” and the “fundamental doctrines of grace and redemption,” enabling its constituents who belonged to different denominations to be “one body of believers in Christ.”89

			Grove City maintained a close and cordial relationship with the PCUSA during the Progressive years. In 1907, Ketler explained that the college was located “in a Presbyterian community” and was “largely patronized by Presbyterians.”90 Ketler often preached at area PCUSA churches and for twenty-three years served on the board of directors of Western Theological Seminary. Although Grove City was “not organically a Presbyterian institution,” he argued, the college “is to all intents and purposes” devoted “to the interests of the Presbyterian Church.” It educated many Presbyterian youths and supplied numerous candidates for the denomination’s ministry and missionary work at home and abroad.91 The PCUSA’s board of education listed Grove City as one of the denomination’s fifty-four colleges, gave scholarships to the school’s preministerial students, and regularly sent members to evaluate Grove City’s programs.92

			In 1913, Grove City created an alumni association to enhance communication among graduates and raise funds to aid the college. Alumni could pay annual dues of fifty cents or purchase a lifetime membership for ten dollars ($323 today). In spring 1913, Ketler convinced the trustees to buy a farm across Wolf Creek adjacent to the lower campus, a decision that greatly furthered the development of the college. 

			His physician told Ketler the previous summer that he needed to have his appendix removed, but preoccupied with his many responsibilities, the president kept putting it off. On June 29, 1913, Ketler suffered an appendix attack. By this time, it was too late to operate. As he lay dying, the sixty-one-year-old president told professor Alva Calderwood that founding and directing the college had been “a labor of love.” He asked Calderwood to exhort the trustees and faculty to “always let it stand for the best things.” After speaking with Ketler just before he died on July 2, college pastor Robert Calder reported that the president affirmed his deep belief in “the sovereign goodness of God.”93

			At his funeral, W. L. McEwan, pastor of Third Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh and vice president of board, declared that Ketler strove to equip students to do God’s work in the world at a college “established on the basis of evangelical religion.” His fellow Western Theological Seminary directors stated that Ketler “worked and planned and lived for the College” to make it a powerful agent for “building the Master’s Kingdom.”94 The 1914 Ouija praised Ketler’s perceptive mind, exceptional administrative ability, magnetic personality, and deep devotion to the college. The editors claimed that he knew every student who had attended Grove City by name, that he had aided thousands of people, and that he “gave God the glory” for all his accomplishments.95 

			Ketler, William Ramsay asserted, had strong religious convictions and was fearless and respected by all who knew him.96 Weir Ketler asserted that his father’s “highest and holiest ambition” was to “serve God and bless the World by establishing a school” that someday might excel all others. His father was a “master teacher” who made metaphysics “understandable to an average student.”97 Calderwood called Ketler “a great master builder” who helped mold the “character of thousands of young people for greater service to God and to humanity.”98

			Prompted by the murder of his niece, her family, and some of her friends serving as missionaries in 1900, Ketler wrote The Tragedy of Paotingfu (1902), an account of the Boxer Rebellion in China. In 1910, he published The Pilgrims, which defended John Calvin’s theory of predestination and detailed how the Pilgrims promoted liberty in America.

			Ketler was a Reformed evangelical, a philosophical idealist, and an ecumenicist. He affirmed that scripture was divinely inspired and the principal authority for Christian belief and practice. Ketler believed in Christ’s substitutionary atonement and his bodily resurrection. He asserted that the Bible was written by men “as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Grove City stood for “the integrity of the Bible and for the Gospel of the Son of God.”99 Because people were sinners, Ketler contended, they must be justified by their faith in Christ’s righteousness, which only the Holy Spirit could accomplish.100 

			Strongly influenced by Borden Bowne’s personalism, Ketler espoused idealism. He asserted in the 1912 college catalog that for twenty-five years, Grove City had “identified itself with the general idealistic movement in Philosophy” and had contributed significantly to promoting “this better way of conceiving fundamental truth.”101 His posthumously published Studies in Metaphysics: A Text Book for College Students (1913) defended idealistic metaphysics. 

			Throughout his life, Ketler enjoyed dialoguing and fellowshipping with people who espoused diverse theological positions. He participated in the 1908 Social Gospel lecture series at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, which included pastors and professors espousing a wide variety of theological perspectives. Most significantly, Ketler invited theological conservatives, moderates, and liberals to teach at the college’s summer Bible conferences. The annual summer Bible conferences for college students at Northfield, Massachusetts, and the ones every summer at the Chautauqua Institute in southwestern New York for mainline Protestants were better known, but the ones Grove City hosted attracted several thousand attendees each year and helped shape many lives. These gatherings enabled area ministers to listen to prominent scholars discuss key biblical and theological topics, helped educate pastors who were pursuing the PhD degree in philosophy Grove City, and raised the college’s profile. Ketler continually prodded faculty and students to engage with thinkers and ideas across a broad theological and philosophical spectrum. Throughout his life, Ketler strove to promote “a deeper and broader understanding of truth.”102 Ketler, William Ramsay argued, longed to possess “treasures of wisdom and knowledge” and impart them to his students.103

			By Ketler’s death, more than ten thousand men and women had studied at Grove City College; the average attendance for a trimester was about 350 with about six hundred different students attending annually; about 250 graduates had entered the ministry, and more than sixty had become missionaries. The value of GCC property and buildings was about $425,000 ($13.7 million today), and the endowment was about $100,000 ($3.23 million today).104 Greater trials, troubles, and triumphs lay ahead.
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			Alexander Ormond, Weir Ketler, and World War I,

			1913–1920

			 

			In his funeral sermon, longtime college trustee William McConkey compared Isaac Ketler’s death to that of Moses but insisted that God would raise up another Joshua to continue the founder’s work.1 Grove City’s Joshua was Alexander Thomas Ormond. The death of the beloved founder of an institution or organization is often devastating to that enterprise. But in this case, a smooth transition occurred. Ormond was a highly respected Princeton philosophy professor, a devout Christian, a close friend of Ketler, and a popular lecturer at the college’s summer school who had helped arrange Grove City’s summer Bible school and school of philosophy from 1908 to 1912.2 Ormond shared Ketler’s convictions and goals. At Princeton, he earned an AB in 1877, an MA in 1878, and a PhD in 1880, and he had taught at the Ivy League institution for thirty years. Ormond wrote numerous books including Concepts of Philosophy (1906). He was good natured, congenial, and an innovative administrator. Ormond suffered from diabetes before any medicine existed to control the disease. 

			Responding to a “Divine call,” Ormond accepted the presidency of Grove City College on July 28, 1913. The philosopher wanted to increase Grove City’s student body to one thousand in ten years. He pointed out that educating each student cost $125 annually, but tuition was only eighty dollars. Ormond therefore asked the trustees to raise Grove City’s tuition to increase revenue, but they refused, fearing it would reduce enrollment and prevent low-income students from attending. If tuition were not increased, Ormond argued, an endowment of $400,000 was needed to pay the college’s expenses. He also implored the trustees to raise $1 million to construct a new recitation building and a chapel, enlarge the library, hire more instructors, and boost faculty salaries. In 1913, the trustees pledged to procure $500,000 to fund these projects and planned to increase the endowment to $500,000 ($15.9 million today).3 Concerned about the college’s rising debt, however, a year later, the trustees postponed and effectively ended Ormond’s million-dollar endowment campaign. 

			Delegates from forty colleges attended Ormond’s inauguration in November 1913. A forty-member college choir performed. President Woodrow Wilson, Ormond’s colleague at Princeton, expressed his regret that he could not attend and declared, “There is no finer man in the country than Alexander T. Ormond,” who had a “pure conscience, extraordinary intellectual power,” and “a lovable and sound character.” “Associating with him,” Wilson promised, “will be inspiring.” In his inaugural address, Ormond asserted that Grove City College had been “founded and developed largely by the faith, energy and vision” of Isaac Ketler, “who under the providence of God,” had been adroitly assisted by Samuel Harbison and Joseph Newton Pew. The “fundamentally Christian” institution had educated many who could not afford more expensive colleges. “Founded on the ideal of sound and liberal culture, vital religion and practical efficiency, [and] animated by the spirit of service to God and humanity,” the college, Ormond maintained, had “done a noble work.” But its friends must rally around Grove City to help it realize its “higher mission.”4 After the ceremony, while guests dined in the gymnasium, students, led by the band, heartily sang college songs and gave college yells. The football team’s 13–6 victory over archrival Geneva was a fitting climax to the festivities. 

			Ormond’s two and half years as president were momentous. He enlarged the faculty (from twenty-one to twenty-nine) and strove to improve its quality.5 He created a committee system, raised salaries, strengthened the college’s philosophical offerings, increased the library’s holdings, and worked to boost the endowment. Faculty committees oversaw advising and matriculation, courses of study, discipline, athletics, intercollegiate debates, the library, publicity, and publications. The college reorganized its graduate programs. Grove City offered two master’s degrees—one for students in residence and one for those who took two summer sessions and did the rest of their work independently. Students could earn MA degrees in Latin, Greek, English literature, composition, oratory, Bible, modern languages, history, economics, politics, philosophy, education, mathematics, and science. Grove City continued to offer a PhD program in philosophy; degree candidates had to attend three summer sessions and complete substantial independent study.6 Only undergraduate students with all A’s and B’s were allowed to take more than fifteen credit hours a semester.7 

			In 1913, Grove City established a department of physical education and medical inspection. Two years later, the Grove City Commercial School was organized in close connection with the college; its students, like their earlier counterparts, could earn a business degree in a Christian environment safe from the temptations and evils of large cities for a very low tuition (twenty-eight dollars per term, about $900 today) and take college courses in the humanities and social and natural sciences to supplement their business ones.8 Indiana Normal School was the only other Pennsylvania institution offering a degree in commerce. Meanwhile, Grove City emphasized ancient languages. The 1915–1916 catalog listed forty-four courses in Greek, seventeen in Latin, and seven in Sanskrit.9

			In 1913, Hermann Poehlmann compiled Songs of Grove City College containing about 175 musical pieces produced by composers from around the world. It included patriotic, club, and fight songs, popular hymns, and the college’s alma mater, whose music he created to enhance school spirit and pride. George Seel, ’12, who had a long career as a Presbyterian missionary in Colombia, wrote the lyrics for the alma mater. Students and faculty sang these selections for half an hour at Friday morning chapels. By the 1910s, mandatory chapel provoked problems. Some students carped that numerous professors did not regularly attend services and that many of their classmates did not pay attention. One complained in 1915, for example, that scores of students spent Sunday chapel doing things which were “beneath the dignity of college students,” such as reading newspapers and talking.10 

			In March 1914, a typhoid fever epidemic broke out at the college; its cause was traced to the town’s water supply. Chemistry professor Otto Sieplein and Pennsylvania Board of Health engineers discovered that a defective well casing near Wolf Creek had allowed surface water to pollute the well. About two hundred students became sick and four died, prompting the college to close for two weeks and the third-term enrollment to drop from four hundred to three hundred.11 The calamity motivated the town to build a modern hospital.

			World War I, which began in late July, raged in Europe during fall 1914. Multiple factors, not one country or cause, The Collegian declared, had produced the Great War.12 The September 1914 alumni magazine lauded the college’s new gymnasium, enlarged and improved athletic fields, better equipped library and labs, and the opening of Memorial Hall. Nevertheless, its editors agreed with Ormond that Grove City needed to increase its endowment, provide more scholarships, and erect a science building and a new chapel, which required “the loyal and active support of all alumni and friends.” As millions were killed and maimed, campus life went on. In the annual tug-of-war across Wolf Creek, the freshmen defeated the sophomores. The faculty recommended that all women students spend at least two hours per week swimming, playing basketball, field hockey, or tennis, or doing gymnastics or some other physical activity. The governor-elect of Pennsylvania, Martin Brumbaugh, who spoke in chapel on moral issues, lauded Grove City as “an A1 institution,” which had produced more teachers than any other similar size college in the state.13

			The November 1914 alumni magazine argued that Grove City College stood for “pure athletics, for nonprofessionalism and clean practices.”14 The faculty had to approve almost every aspect of campus life from the dates and casts for plays to the schedule for home basketball games to student requests to change their courses. Students gained greater participation in decision-making in 1914 when an athletic association, composed of three students, two alumni, and two faculty, was formed to manage all athletic activities.15 Moreover, students, instead of faculty, were permitted to elect the managers of athletics teams. 

			In 1914, students established an English club and the college opened a bookstore to sell textbooks at reduced prices. The Collegian switched from being a monthly magazine that comprised primarily literary works to a weekly newspaper that covered campus news and sports and featured “unbiased” opinion pieces.16 An October 1914 op-ed sounded themes that resonated throughout the college’s subsequent history. Students did “not need to learn a lot of rules and principles with parrot-like precision,” the editors asserted. Instead, they must learn to think and act independently to accomplish their God-given callings in the world. If students did not do so, they would be “the dupe of every knave” they encountered. On Charter Day, November 21, 1914, Memorial Hall, built on the upper campus and housing 110 men, was dedicated with speeches, singing, and a well-attended alumni luncheon. 

			Religious activities remained very important during Ormond’s tenure. Grove City was one of the few Pennsylvania colleges that had a full-time pastor. Ninety women participated in seven Bible studies the YWCA sponsored the fall 1914 term, while about one hundred men participated weekly in six discussion-oriented YMCA Bible study groups focusing on personal problems.17 Every year, the college held a week of prayer in early February. Classes were shortened, and guest pastors spoke at five morning chapels and four special evening chapel services. Meanwhile, many students regularly attended local Sunday morning church services and Sunday school classes. A 1915 study by Princeton Theological Seminary found that 346 of Grove City’s 356 students professed to be Christians and that twenty-five men were preparing to become ministers.18 Six of the ten prizes awarded at Western Theological Seminary’s commencement in May 1915 went to Grove City alumni.19 

			In October 1914, an official debating league was formed, and Grove City hosted two debates in 1915. At the first one, Grove City handed Juniata College, a debating powerhouse, only its second loss in eleven years. A winning debate team, The Collegian editors insisted, was as great a credit to a college as a victorious sports squad.20 

			In March 1915, two student groups staged plays. Seniors performed Mose, a comedy portraying the results of “careless living” by fraternity men.21 The Philokalian Club performed The Third Degree, a drama examining police brutality and corruption.22 The senior play Arabian Nights, directed by Joe Ketler and performed during commencement week, was “one of the most amusing and interesting” shows in years.23

			In March 1915, a male student had to be pulled from Wolf Creek with a rope after he broke through the ice while skating and almost drowned.24 In May, seven students and alumni were injured when two cars collided at the corner of Main Street and Center Street. Two female students were thrown out of one car high into the air but fortunately landed on the grass instead of the sidewalk or pavement.25 In February 1916, two groups of students were injured when the vehicles in which they were riding to a basketball game at Slippery Rock had accidents. A truck ran into a ditch, and a four-horse wagon careened over an embankment. Two female students were hospitalized.26 

			In spring 1915, new tennis courts were being built, and forming a girls’ or coed team, The Collegian argued, would be a “progressive step.”27 On April 26, members of the four literary clubs serenaded president Ormond to celebrate his sixty-eighth birthday.28 Students organized the first campus sing-a-long in late April to become “better acquainted with our college songs.”29 A large crowd of students gathered in front of Colonial belted out many college favorites including “Here’s to Our Grove City and the Team.” Soloists, quartets, and the Speedwell Club entertained the throng.30 The 1915 yearbook, the Ouija, which cost two dollars (sixty-three dollars today) was, according to The Collegian, “second to none.”31

			In February 1914, a senior called for establishing a student government to empower students to regulate many of their own affairs and to transform the college from a monarchy to a democracy. Moreover, it would enable the faculty to focus on teaching instead of supervising student conduct. The author also advocated establishing an honor system, the first salvo in a battle that would last until the 1960s.32 The desire has been growing, another student claimed, to eliminate unfair examination practices that allowed the incompetent to do as well as the industrious.33 Everyone knew that cribbing occurred at Grove City, and almost everyone agreed that this “evil” should be eradicated. After several years of discussion, a plan was devised to create a student senate chosen by the student body to oversee student affairs and investigate and impose penalties for all misdemeanors on campus. Students voted on whether to adopt a student senate and an honor system to organize and supervise campus activities and govern examinations.34 Students voted 116 to 94 to establish both, but a three-quarters positive vote was required to pass these measures, so they were defeated.35 In 1916, The Collegian again called for instituting an honor system. At other colleges where this had been done, student conduct had improved and “undesirable” students had been expelled.36 The next year, its editors noted that president Ormond had been bitterly disappointed by the defeat of the honor system. Their love for Ormond, “earnest desire for betterment,” and respect for faculty should prompt students to reconsider instituting an honor code.37

			In fall 1915, Ormond warned students that college policies against hazing would be strictly enforced.38 That term, Alva Calderwood became the college’s dean, a college band was created to perform at football games, and Robert Thorn was elected senior class president. The Collegian called Thorn, who earned letters in basketball, football, baseball, and tennis, “the most consistent all-round athlete” in college history.39 Thorn would later coach basketball, soccer, and tennis, serve as the college’s athletic director, and have the football field named for him. Students formed another prohibition club. In November, Grove City hosted the annual convention of the Student Volunteer Association of Western Pennsylvania. Later that month, in what The Collegian termed one of best games in college history, the football team defeated “invincible Allegheny” 9–6 to climax a sensational season.40 The Speedwell Club and the athletic association combined to produce The Fortune Hunter, a 1897 play written by W. S. Gilbert (of Gilbert and Sullivan fame) about an heiress who lost her fortune. The choir performed Georg Friedric Handel’s Messiah for the advent concert, which college choirs would sing many more times over the years.

			On December 18, 1915, Ormond died of a heart attack. At a memorial service on January 16, 1916, Weir Ketler asserted that the philosopher had done an incredible amount in his short tenure to inspire the faculty to improve their work. The president had experienced many trials, disappointments, and “unusual burdens,” but he had never flinched. All who knew Ormond, Ketler declared, “respected, loved and admired” him.41 In his funeral sermon, college pastor Robert Calder contended that the deeply religious visionary had enhanced the prestige of Grove City.42 A faculty resolution praised Ormond’s many publications on varied educational, philosophical, and literary topics, brilliant mind, “great heart,” Christlike character, and grand vision of what Grove City College might become.43 The trustees asserted that by his impressive scholarship, just actions, wise “methods of administration,” and “unselfish devotion” to the college, Ormond had made “an indelible mark on the institution.” The “devoted Christian” had strengthened “evangelical truth.”44 

			No heir apparent was waiting in the wings when Ormond died unexpectedly, but there was a natural successor—the son of the founder, Weir Ketler. He had graduated from Grove City in 1908, earned a second AB at Yale, taught mathematics and other subjects for three years at his alma mater, coached the basketball team, and briefly served as Ormond’s assistant. Ketler was intelligent, hard-working, and well-liked by his peers, but he was only twenty-seven years old and had little administrative experience. Nevertheless, on December 20, 1915, the trustees named Ketler acting president. He “tried to avoid” accepting the position because he thought he was too young, but on June 13, 1916, the trustees elected him the nation’s youngest college president.45 The Collegian’s editors were delighted. “No choice so universally and enthusiastically satisfactory could possibly have been made,” they effused. “A thorough scholar, an effective and inspiring teacher, an administrator of proved ability, he has an intimate knowledge of the traditions, purposes, problems, and personnel of the college.” Ketler had “the loyalty and affection of students and faculty,” the confidence of the alumni, and the “cordial support of the community.”46 At this point, Grove City College consisted of about fifty acres, nine buildings, and a physical plant valued at more than $700,000 ($20.5 million today). Of the college’s twenty-eight faculty, six had no baccalaureate degree, six had only a baccalaureate degree, seven had a master’s degree, and nine had a doctorate, four of which had been granted by Grove City College.47 In 1915–1916, a total of 1,019 students attended Grove City’s various programs. 

			Ketler wanted to erect a new science building, which he hoped the state would help fund, and a chapel “to help deepen the spiritual atmosphere on campus.” Neither would be constructed until 1931. Like Ormond, Ketler wanted to eliminate the college’s debt and increase its meager endowment. The Pew estate agreed to give $15,000, the trustees pledged $60,000, and Andrew Carnegie promised to provide $20,000 to raise the endowment to $220,000.48

			The likelihood of the United States being drawn into World War I prompted the trustees in June 1916 to reestablish a military department; all male students unless physically disabled were required to participate. Members of the trustee committee on faculty and instruction were expected to regularly visit the college.49 The 1916 summer term had the highest attendance in history; 726 students and seventy professors participated in a six-week school of pedagogy designed for elementary school teachers, a nine-week program devised to help secondary school teachers complete their AB, or the twelve-week term for undergraduates. In addition, thousands of people participated in the two-week Bible school. 

			The college announced in October 1916 it would no longer accept any more candidates for the doctor of philosophy degree, ending a pet project of both Isaac Ketler and Alexander Ormond. In 1916–1917, the college’s two religion professors offered seven Bible courses: two in Old Testament history, Hebrew Prophets, Hebrew Wisdom Literature, the Life of Christ, the Apostolic Church, and the History of the English Bible. The next year, the trustees raised $55,000 to endow the Samuel P. Harbison Chair of Bible.

			The trustees stated in 1917 that Grove City College had received “Presbyterian approval.” This entitled the synod to send a team to evaluate the college’s “quality of religious work.” The synod was also charged to certify annually that all Grove City faculty members regularly attended “evangelical churches” and were “in full sympathy and accord with the fundamental teaching of evangelical churches.”50 A leading professor in the 1910s was Samuel Oliphant. Oliphant, the head of the Greek department, was named a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, one of the highest honors in the scholarly world, and a Fellow of the Sanskrit Society of India. 

			Administrators, faculty, and students promoted faith formation through a spiritual emphasis week, campus organizations, chapel services, and courses. For many years, the college held a weeklong series of events to foster spiritual growth. Classes were shortened to provide more time for the activities of the spiritual emphasis week, including chapel talks by guest pastors and professors. After operating on campus for twenty-five years, the YMCA became funded by the college in 1916 and no longer needed to charge a membership fee.51 In fall 1916, the YWCA announced it would engage in “aggressive, effective” work with “renewed zeal” and sponsor group Bible studies.52 A “Mission Study Class” for women met on Saturdays during the late 1910s. Its leaders asserted that the YMCA promoted men’s “real spiritual development” by hosting weekly gatherings that included speakers, Bible studies, prayer meetings, and fellowship. Under YMCA auspices, students helped with Sunday evening church services and Sunday school classes at local churches, religious activities at George Junior Republic, and devotional exercises in local schools.53 For many years, Grove City had a campus pastor who taught Bible courses, conducted Sunday chapel services, and oversaw campus religious organizations. In 1916, The Collegian boasted that no other college’s “Christian atmosphere” excelled the one “which pervades Grove City College.”54 

			Many prominent individuals spoke in chapel or addressed various campus groups. For example, in February 1916, George Nasmyth, a leader of the World Peace Foundation, preached in chapel. Grace Richardson, secretary of the National YWCA, exhorted students to support the war effort by limiting their consumption and raising money.55 That month, smoking was prohibited on campus by popular vote after Herbert Harmon made a stirring chapel speech and several student meetings endorsed the ban.56

			Upperclassmen devised a set of initiation rites and rules for freshmen, purportedly designed to help them adjust to college life. Freshmen were required to wear dinks—felt hats with small brims. The rules were more rigorously enforced some years than others. A 1916 Collegian article argued that toning down “hazing” had made it a “sane and successful affair.”57 Each year in September, upper-class Colonial Hall women awoke freshmen at 3 a.m. and required them to pledge “reasonable obedience and submission.” As part of their initiation into campus life, female freshmen came to chapel with their hair in curlers or adorned with green ribbons.58 The annual “sodbuster” gave freshmen an opportunity to meet upperclassmen by completing an obstacle course, engaging in rotating three-minute conversations, playing various games, and dancing. Freshmen were expected to quickly learn a half dozen college yells such as: “O-h-h-h-h for the Undertaker; ’Nother job for the Casketmaker. Up in the Woodland Cemetery, they’ve been very busy on a brand new grave for poor old ________.”59

			Parties and intramural sports abounded for men and women. For example, in 1916, the faculty entertained students at a Halloween party at which prizes were awarded for the best costumes, and female freshmen hosted a left-handed party for upperclasswomen and female professors.60 Class spirit was very strong; all four classes had their own colors, mottos, cheers, yells, and songs. That fall, a large crowd watched a gym classes exhibition, which featured drills, marching, folk dancing, apparatus performances, tumbling, and pyramid building.61 

			In March 1904, twelve students, including the editor in chief of The Collegian, the captain of the football team, and the son of professor had been expelled for creating an underground fraternity called the Possum Club, infuriating many students and alumni.62 During the 1910s, sanctioned fraternities and sororities were finally organized. Pan Sophic was formed in 1911, Adelphikos in 1913, and Delta Iota Kappa in 1917; the Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority began in 1917. The administration tolerated, but did not approve of, these Greek organizations. They would play a major role in campus life, especially from the 1930s to the 1970s.

			Drumming up support for athletic teams was a perennial challenge despite many teams’ superb play. The Collegian complained in 1916 that the college had not had “regular, well-attended, enthusiastic mass meetings” for several years.63 Another editorial that year, however, exulted that Grove City’s school spirit was evident in athletic contests, religious endeavors, and other extracurricular activities.64 While praising the gymnasium’s pool, batting cages, and locker room, The Collegian urged the college to construct a football complex “second to none” by building an imposing fence around the stadium and concrete stands and improving the track around the field.65

			In a 1916 chapel speech, Ketler exhorted students to reduce their extracurricular activities and spend more time on their academic work, their principal reason for attending college.66 So many plays were being staged each year that attendance was poor. Ketler proposed that the seven organizations producing plays pool their resources to produce one play each term, which their leaders concluded was a good solution to the problem.67

			Ketler beseeched students in a 1916 chapel address to embody the college’s ideals of clean living, right thinking, fair play, and hard work.68 Speaking at a Pittsburgh alumni banquet that year, Ketler declared that Grove City College engaged in “thorough and accurate scholarship” and strove to produce graduates who had “well-trained minds” and “well-rounded personalities,” espoused “high ideals,” and exemplified “solid, vigorous, aggressive Christianity.” Ketler argued that the faculty compared favorably with those of other institutions, the trustees were “second to none,” the students were earnest and enthusiastic, and the alumni were loyal and faithful; together, these four groups enabled Grove City College to accomplish more good than any other school.69 

			As the Great War ripped European civilization apart, the college’s four literary societies hosted numerous debates on campus, and men’s and women’s teams competed in intercollegiate contests. The Collegian exulted in March 1916 when the men’s team, led by senior Harold McCamey, defeated Pitt’s very experienced squad. This impressive victory, The Collegian argued, validated the quality of Grove City’s education.70 The Ouija added that Grove City’s success in debate, even more than its victories in athletic contests, demonstrated the college’s distinctiveness.71 

			To earn enough money to pay their expenses, forty-one Grove City students worked for the college in 1916–1917, while others held jobs at stores and manufacturing plants. In addition, numerous students were employed during school breaks. The trustees discovered that sixteen of Grove City’s competitors were offering scholarships, often using the interest generated by their endowments, and that many colleges also gave loans to high-achieving students. The trustees noted that the cost of college had doubled in the previous fifteen years, making it more difficult for youths to attend, but rather than giving scholarships or offering loans, they decided to keep Grove City’s cost as low as possible.72 

			As American participation in the war grew more likely, Ketler announced in January 1917 that the college would soon establish a unit of the Officer’s Reserve Training Corps.73 Meanwhile, The Collegian called for requiring physical education classes and urged men to join college sports teams to help prepare for military service.74 Faculty wrote numerous articles about various aspects of the war in Europe.

			Shortly after the United States entered World War I on April 6, the faculty recommended that any students who were drafted or left college to do vital farm work receive credit for their current courses and that all seniors be granted diplomas. The beginning of the fall term was moved back ten days to aid students who were harvesting crops or doing other crucial jobs.75 The college organized a student military company, which drilled four times a week. As a precaution, the federal government ordered Harmon to dismantle the college’s wireless station (which transmitted telegraph signals without wires).76 Grove City coeds worked through a local Red Cross chapter to knit clothing for the war effort.77 At a benefit concert for the American Red Cross in March 1916, a large crowd cheered the performances of the orchestra directed by Hermann Poehlmann and solos by professors Esther Reynolds on the violin and Gustav Mehner on the piano.78 In March 1917, faculty pledged to President Wilson “our thorough-going support” for whatever measures he deemed advisable.79 Wilson thanked them for their support for the war effort.80 

			The trustees pondered several questions the war raised: Should the college retrench? Should new courses be devised? Would enrollment be significantly decreased? Influenced by the federal government’s encouragement of colleges to continue their normal activities, the trustees decided not to reduce Grove City’s program. They acknowledged, however, that the war would likely diminish enrollment, make it difficult to keep qualified faculty, and increase the cost of food, coal, repairs, and labor.81 

			In October 1917, the college’s disciplinary committee suspended thirteen men for hazing. At a mass meeting, students selected representatives to confer with this committee. When its members refused to change their decision, almost the entire student body refused to attend their classes for two days. The suspended men returned to campus after a week, but the incident dampened school spirit.82 Minor protests of the requirement to attend chapel six days a week continued. Students occasionally wore hats to services, festooned with dish pans, brooms, mops, wastebaskets, and tin cans, and rigged up a procedure so that when an alarm clock went off, a sheet and skeleton descended from the ceiling of the chapel.83 Students were reprimanded for reading Sunday newspaper, not rising during hymns, and doing homework during chapel services. To help justify their actions, students called attention to faculty members who did not regularly attend chapel.84 

			Ketler reported in January 1918 that the college was “keenly feeling” the effects of the war. Prices for many basic supplies had increased, while enrollment had decreased. Summer school attendance declined from 725 in 1916 to 525 in 1917. About two hundred male students were serving the nation in some capacity, many as soldiers in France.85 College officials praised students’ “splendid patriotic spirit” and sacrifices to aid the war effort.86 Remarkably, the summer Bible school continued to flourish as renowned professors and pastors taught thousands of ministers and laypeople. Ketler claimed in June 1917 that seldom had “such an array of prominent men been assembled at a similar conference in America.”87

			Music has been very important at Grove City College since its beginning. The academy’s first catalog promised to supply music teachers for public schools. Eugene Heffley helped organize the music program while teaching from 1890 to 1893. He later became one of New York City’s best-known musicians and served as the president of the McDowell Society, one of nation’s leading musical organizations.88 In 1916, Ilse Poehlman, ’15, was selected as a soloist for one of New York City’s principal Presbyterian churches and several of its major Jewish synagogues. Her success, The Collegian claimed, testified that no other institution exceeded the high quality of Grove City’s music conservatory.89 As noted, Hermann Poehlman played the principal role in developing the music program. 

			Conditions became worse by June 1918. Ketler again informed the trustees that costs were up while enrollment was down (full-time male enrollment decreased from 217 in 1915–1916 to fifty by the end of the June 1918 term). The college still had a large deficit ($134,000, $2.8 million today).90 Grove City had three options: close until the war ended; retrench (but many departments already consisted of a single professor); or try to keep its debt to a minimum. The college chose the third alternative. Despite the war, Ketler continued to call for increasing the endowment and providing more undergraduate scholarships and aid to help alumni “of exceptional merit” attend graduate school. Although most professors were making financial sacrifices to stay at Grove City and many students had very limited resources, they generously supported the Red Cross, the American Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, and other aid organizations.91

			By the summer of 1918, matters looked even bleaker for colleges. The secretary of war required all men between eighteen and forty-five to register for military service and announced that all male college students would be considered privates in the army and part of the Student Army Training Corps and housed, clothed, and subsisted at government expense.92 In 1918–1919, 250 men were assigned to Grove City’s Student Army Training Corps. Memorial was converted into a barracks for these men who drilled on the college’s athletic fields. The faculty and military staff enjoyed a cordial relationship.93 

			About 250 Grove City alumni and students served in World War I, eleven of whom died. After the war ended on November 11, 1918, Grove City quickly resumed normal activities, despite dealing with the global influenza epidemic that between May 1918 and February 1919 killed more than three times as many people as the war had (fifty million versus sixteen million). Numerous staff and students became ill, but no one died, and the college never closed.

			The Student Army Training Corps was dissolved in December 1918, but Grove City established an army ROTC detachment in spring 1919, which a government inspector called “a model unit.” After visiting twenty detachments, he stated that Grove City’s corps was “better organized” and “showed better spirit” and that the college’s physical plant was better equipped to handle a unit than any other school he visited.94 The unit was discontinued in spring 1920, however, because many sophomores and freshmen had served in World War I.

			In the 1910s, women had to sign out any time they left their dormitories, and they had strict time limits for how long they could be gone depending upon their destination and activity. Seniors were allowed to go on dates three evenings each week, while underclassmen were permitted to date only on Friday and Saturday nights. In fall 1918, senior Isabelle Blyholder became the first female editor in chief of The Collegian. She played on her class basketball team, participated in the YWCA, and belonged to the Philokalian Club, whose members frequently debated the topic of women’s suffrage. The 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote was passed by Congress in June 1919 and ratified by the states in August 1920. Blyholder’s April 1919 editorial argued that the role women had played in the Great War had brought them to the forefront except in “a few isolated spots,” including Grove City College. She insisted that women could do everything men did more efficiently. Blyholder denounced the numerous college rules that applied to only to women, such as curfews and “lights out” hours in their dormitory, which required them to use candlelight to finish their homework and prepare for tests. Many of these rules did not end until the 1960s, and curfews for freshmen women remained until 2005. While men were fighting in Europe, she concluded, women took over many tasks at home. At Grove City College, they served on numerous committees, provided entertainment, and excelled academically. They had ensured that all the college’s “vital traditions” had continued. Therefore, she maintained, the college must give women the recognition they craved and deserved.95 The Ouija argued that Blyholder had filled her position “with marked success.”96

			Grove City added a chemical engineering program in 1918 whose majors were required to spend three summers working in industrial plants. In May 1919, a special trustee committee recommended that the college establish scholarships, provide student loans, accept annuities, and create more engineering programs. That same year, Grove City began offering a four-year bachelor’s of music degree program. In 1920, the college established a department of commerce; business majors would be among the most popular for the next century.

			In 1919, Ketler claimed that 16 percent of high school principals in western Pennsylvania were graduates of Grove City and that more Grove City graduates had received state permanent educational certificates than those of all other colleges in Pennsylvania combined, despite the state subsidizing its teacher colleges.97 On the other hand, the president told board members in 1920 that a recent report of the Association of American Colleges judged Grove City to be deficient in several ways. It asserted that a college of five hundred students should have fifty faculty (Grove City had four hundred students and twenty-three faculty); a budget of $333 ($5,300 today) per student (Grove City’s was $222 per student), an endowment of $2,215,000 ($35.4 million today) (Grove City’s was $261,000), a physical plant and equipment valued at $985,000 (GCC’s was $458,000), and total assets per student of $6,400 (GCC’s was $1,797).98

			A trustee planning committee recommended that the college cap enrollment at five hundred, buy land to expand the upper campus, and erect a science building, chapel, and dormitories. The only building project completed in the 1920s, however, was increasing Colonial’s capacity to 135 women. The committee acknowledged that the college had been running a sizable debt each year (exacerbated by World War I), its teaching staff was undermanned and underpaid (the top salary of a Grove City professor was $3,000, $48,000 today), and its endowment was substantially less than peer colleges. Therefore, members called for increasing the endowment by $1 million.99 These and other challenges confronted the college as the 1920s began.

			In April 1920, president Ketler gave a speech to the Rotary Club of New Castle, Pennsylvania, over the college radio station WSAJ, which occurred six months before KDKA’s famous broadcast of the Warren Harding versus James Cox election results. The New Castle News called the transmission “a remarkable demonstration of wireless telephony,” which enabled club members to hear music played and a speech given twenty-two miles away.100 Grove City College would have many more impressive accomplishments during the next two decades.
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