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To my grandmother and aunt, who taught me to crochet. 
And to my mother, who taught me I could do anything.
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Introduction
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How to Summon a Witch


Post a sign in front of your house, and another on Facebook, that reads: Free mason jars, all must go. Witches will drive for miles to your location.


We are a very DIY bunch. The modern witch has mason jars full of spells and potions in some closet in their dwelling. They set up altars in the corners of their dwellings. Personally, I have a mason jar full of cascarilla powder and a spell repository candle (I had one with rainwater gathered during a storm moon, but let’s just say that went bad, so it’s no more). My spell stash box (where I keep my spellcasting items) is handcrafted from a cardboard box from Michael’s and decorated with pieces of my first tarot deck (it was retired after giving me a series of bad readings which didn’t come true: it was exorcised, cut up, and glued to my box).
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The journey to this book started a long, long time ago. When I was a kid, my parents would ship me and my little sister up to my grandparents’ for a week or two every summer. It could get a little boring; there’s only so much Nickelodeon you can watch in a day before it gets repetitive and the urge to start a fight with your sister revs up (in my defense, she started it most of the time). One summer, when I was about nine, to pass the time, I asked my Gramma to show me how to crochet.


Gramma can do anything with a ball of yarn: make lace, Tunisian crochet a blanket, anything. And with a spare hook and some scrap yarn in hand, she sat next to me and taught me how to make a chain. Gramma learned from a boarder who came to stay with them during the Depression, when she was she about nine, which is when she taught my aunt (Mom was more of a sewist, but both my mom and aunt were taught how to sew). When I got back home, my aunt taught me how to make a double crochet stitch. For Christmas, I got a bundle of cheap yarn and some hooks.


On and off, crocheting has been in my life. It landed me a job at a yarn shop in college and made me the “resident crocheter” in my knitting club. It’s the reason I keep finding drawstring pouches and old patches of unfinished projects from high school in my yarn cubbies. But while I discovered Wicca in high school, a mere few years after learning to crochet, the twain didn’t meet until recently, when I discovered the possibilities.
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Witchcraft Meets Crochet


While this book was written for people who have a basic understanding of witchcraft and can follow beginner-level patterns (and want to take it up a notch), some readers may have picked up this book because they were curious, or it caught their eye. To all of you, I say welcome, and here are some brief pointers on what this book is about:


I’ve been a practicing witch for over a decade and a half, but defining it is hard because it’s a broad, eclectic religion that, like Buddhism, can be applied to many faiths and walks of life. There are witches who are Christian. There are witches who pick up neopagan traditions or don’t have a specific practice. Wicca, the most well-known religion involving witchcraft, is a religious practice centered on casting spells and casting goodwill into the world.


While practicing magic has been something humans have done since we were living in caves, I think the uptick is a push against industrialization, patriarchy, environmental destruction, and social oppression. Fighting against this stuff is part of our great awakening, and magical practices allow for a simple, individualized way to make a difference.


Take Wicca, for example. It was founded in the 1940s by Gerald Gardener, who wanted to take magical practice to a lighter, more nature-centered place. There is one eight-word rule to being a Wiccan: if thou harm none, do what you will. And while it’s a broad rule, it trusts that the follower knows that with great power comes great responsibility, and therefore knows not to take their spellcasting lightly. As such, our do-good approach spills into the rest of our lives. Many of us are vegans, environmentalists, social justice oriented, or political activists (though it’s not required to be any of these things to be a witch!). Virtually all of us identify as feminists—most Wiccan understandings of God are centered around a Goddess or a God and Goddess. And since we believe that what we do comes back to us three-fold, we know to be careful to set good intentions before we even cast our circles (which is how we begin a spell—cast a circle of protection so unintended or uninvited forces don’t find their way in).
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There is a plethora of books on DIY magical projects, namely, herbalism, woodworking, oilmaking, etc., but when I went to look for one of yarn working, I came up blank. There were a few general yarn-working or needlework Wiccan books on Amazon, and many more single patterns floating around Etsy or Pinterest. But there wasn’t a Wiccan crochet book. Thus, I decided to make one.


Spellcasting and Crochet


Casting spells is a ritualistic practice—it can be as short and sweet or long and complicated as you want it to be—and at its foundation is the manifestation of what you want to come true or what you want to accomplish. You can use a plethora of items to aid your spell, from crystals to candles and incense to the phase of the moon of the season of the year. At its heart, though, is you and what you want to do.


Applying this practice to crochet: you can make an object to help you keep your items stored and organized, or make an item that helps charge your items or focus your manifestations. You can even make a protection charm, or an item to use in spellcasting. It’s so great to incorporate into your practice because you can make an item that’s entirely you for the personal and rewarding journey that is witchcraft.


Also, crocheting is a great way to center yourself and practice mindfulness. With each stitch, your focus goes into a repetitive act that can put you into a wonderfully centered, meditative state. When I yarn over or insert my hook into my piece, sometimes, it just becomes me and the yarn. The outside world falls away. If you channel positive thoughts into this mindfulness, you can channel that energy into your craft. Not only will you have a finished product, you will have one with intention and positive energy to help you with casting and manifesting.


Ever had a favorite crystal that you wanted to carry around with you, but didn’t have the pocket space to store it in? (Yes, that’s what bras are for, but do we always want to wear bras?) Or a charmed potholder to help you make your simmering good-luck potion? Or a handy to-go pouch for your tarot deck? With crochet, combined with your powers, you can. It sounds hokey, but if you think about it, your power is the manifestation of your will through charmed objects. What better way to channel your energy into spell materials, or charms you keep around the home, or wear, than to use a craft you know how to do and love?


In this book, I’ll go over what you need to know to implement magical practice into making crochet projects. Namely, material and color selection, accessory products like crystals and charms you can add to your creations, and patterns for your altar, your magical items, your home, and for going out on the town.


There’s power in making things yourself. While going the DIY route instead of feeding into the consumerism of buying the latest fashion trend or big shiny thing at the store is a complicated idea (since buying yarn is also a form of consumerism and the DIY market is becoming increasingly commercialized), it’s still an idea. And it’s one that holds power for me. It’s both individual and collective—your materials have to come from somewhere, but you decide what they become.


With that, let’s get into the basics: If I’m incorporating crochet into witchcraft or vice versa, what kind of yarn should I use?
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CHAPTER 1:


Common Stitches For the Craft
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If you’ve picked up this book, nine out of ten of you know what crochet is. But for the tenth person who’s perusing the New Age or crafting bookshelf and picks this up just because (no judgment, I’ve done similar stuff): Crochet is a type of yarn work in which one takes finished yarn and a hook and creates cloth with them. The hook can vary in size depending on the thickness of the yarn. Like knitting, you can make anything with it—lace, clothes, socks, tablecloths—but crochet tends to be bulkier than knitting since the stitches are more like knots and less seamless than knitting.


Again, you probably know that, since you’re most likely a crocheter. You’ll notice that I designed the patterns with the thickness in mind. For heavy, cozy blankets or tapestry pieces, I used thick yarn, sometimes with a slightly smaller hook to make it thicker. For lighter pieces, thinner yarn with a bigger hook might have been used.




Need a refresher, or came across a stitch you don’t know how to do? There are plenty of online resources that can help you learn or remember.





All levels of crocheter can pick up this book and follow the patterns, but it’s meant for people who already know the basics and can read a pattern. Each project will have a broomstick next to it (1 to 3) to rate it in difficulty. One broomstick is for people who have tried crochet once or twice. Two is for moderately harder projects, and three is for “frequent fliers,” regular crocheters who are comfortable with more advanced patterns.


For those diving right in, or for those who haven’t picked up a hook in a long, long time and need a refresher, this part is for you. If you have these skills down pat, great! You can skip this section and dive into the rest! Or . . .


If you want to make your own patterns, this could be a handy reference on how to pick stitches. I explain how I associate different stitches with different elemental powers. Lacey patterns are great for air-themed projects, heavier stitches for earth, dynamic stitches for fire, and flowy stitch (and of course, shell stitch) patterns are wonderful for water. As I explain, tapestry crochet is a wonderful way to incorporate sigils into your work. If you’re far enough along in your crochet journey that you want to try to make your own patterns, this stitch key can be a handy guide.




Numerology and Crochet


If you’re making your own patterns, taking numerology into account is an excellent idea. In many of my patterns, I took the numbers in each row and the number of rows into account when making patterns. If you want to see how it works, you can take a look at how numerals line up with the patterns you make.


Numerology is the study of the metaphysical qualities of numerals, specifically 1 through 9 (although 0, 11, and 22 are also considered in more advanced study). Each numeral has a significance and each number sequence (like your birthday) can be condensed by adding all the digits together until they are a single-digit numeral. For example, if your birthday is February 4, 2000, you add up 2 + 4 + 2 and the zeroes and get 8. Your life path, per numerology, is an 8.


As a handy guide, here’s what each numeral means and how it can relate to your crochet:


1—The leader, the hero, the one who stands alone, individuality, independence, solitude. This number can be represented by a simple pattern using the same stitch (single crochet works best here) and using 10, 19, 28, 37, etc. stitches per row or number of rows.


2—Partnerships and relationships, duality, decisions, balance, either/or, binary thinking. Like the 1s, 2s can be represented by using alternating stitches like ribbing, “teddy bear” stitch or garden trellis (alternating single and double crochet and dc and empty space respectively). Double crochet best represents 2, as do even numbers and numbers adding up to 2.


3—The Christian trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), the three aspects of the Goddess (maiden, mother, crone), the three acts of life, celebration, harmony, new beginnings, growth, creativity, fertility. Little shells (3dc in the same sp), triple crochet, and triangles are great to represent three, as are multiples of three and numbers with a numeral value of three (12, 21, 30, 39, etc.).


4—Foundations, stability, slow moving, rigidity, home & family, the four elements, cardinal directions, and watchtowers. In some cultures, four is considered an unlucky number (and consider that thirteen, the unlucky number in the West, adds up to 4). However, it’s a good “base” number for home crafts. The granny square is an excellent example of the hominess of four. Frequently used for blankets, the granny square is often associated with very domestic crochet projects.
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