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    by ALICE DALGLIESH author of The Bears on Hemlock Mountain

Illustrated by Leonard Weisgard

When Sarah Noble was eight years old she had her great adventure—going with her father into the wilds of Connecticut to cook for him while he built a house.

There were Indians—would they be friendly? There were many times when Sarah had to say to herself, as her mother had said when she left home, Keep up your courage, Sarah Noble. Keep up your courage.

This charming story is true. Tales of faith and courage and friendship are told over and over again and so kept alive. Here Sarah's adventure is told simply, with feeling and without unnecessary detail.



Praise for THE COURAGE OF SARAH NOBLE
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“Based on fact, this unusual story of a remarkable pioneer child carries a heartwarming message of love and faith. Beautifully and simply told for beginning readers, it is charmingly illustrated by Leonard Weisgard.”

—Chicago Sunday Tribune

“This is a book unmarred by preachment, piety, or sentimentality—a book without flaw, it seems to me, which must become an American classic.”

—Christian Science Monitor

“. . . this story is one to be long remembered for its beautiful simplicity and dignity . . .”

—The New York Times Book Review
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For the children of New Milford who are proud of Sarah Noble



AUTHOR’S NOTE

This is a true story, though I have had to imagine many of the details. Sarah Noble was a real little girl who came, in 1707, to cook for her father while he built the first house in New Milford. Most of the New Milford settlers came from Milford, Connecticut, but John Noble came from Westfield, Massachusetts—having bought a share of land from one of the Milford men. The story happened in Connecticut but it might have happened in many other places in America.

Stories like this, of faith and courage and friendship, live a long time and are told and retold. The settlers of New Milford dealt fairly with the Indians, according to the standards of their time, and were always friendly with them.

Sometimes the story is told that John Noble left Sarah with the Indians while he went to guide some men to Albany. I have preferred to suppose that he went to bring—or at least to meet—the rest of the family. This seems more possible.

When Sarah grew up, she taught what was probably the first school in the town. She also married, as in the story she says she will. The records say, too, that Sarah continued to be friendly with the tall Indian who “loved her as he did his own children.”



THE COURAGE OF SARAH NOBLE

“Romance has never painted a picture more perfectly true to the heart of a father, or to the charming bravery of a young daughter only eight years, than is found in the history of the settlement of the first family in the beautiful township of New Milford.”

History of the Towns of New Milford and Bridgewater, Connecticut, 1703-1882—SAMUEL ORCUTT
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CHAPTER ONE


Night in the Forest

[image: image]ARAH lay on a quilt under a tree. The darkness was all around her, but through the branches she could see one bright star. It was comfortable to look at.

The spring night was cold, and Sarah drew her warm cloak close. That was comfortable, too. She thought of how her mother had put it around her the day she and her father started out on this long, hard journey.

“Keep up your courage,” her mother had said, fastening the cloak under Sarah’s chin. “Keep up your courage, Sarah Noble!”

And, indeed, Sarah needed to keep up her courage, for she and her father were going all the way into the wilderness of Connecticut to build a house.

This was the first night they had spent in the forest — the other nights they had come to a settlement. Thomas, the brown horse, was tied nearby. He was asleep on his feet. Against a tree Sarah’s father sat, his musket across his knees. Sometimes he nodded, but Sarah knew that if she called to him he would wake. Suddenly she had a great need to hear his voice, even though she could not see his face.
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