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Our Readers Rave
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Some books print fancy reviews written by critics. We’d rather share what our faithful fans have to say about UNCLE JOHN’S BATHROOM READERS.


Thanks for reading!






“I would like to thank Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader and the Bathroom Reader’s Institute. Recently, I qualified to attend the National History Bowl in Washington, D.C., and I couldn’t have done it without your books. Thanks a lot, from one trivia geek to another.”


–Brian C.






“Whenever I say something interesting, my mom will ask if I learned it from Uncle John (or The Simpsons).”


–Emily W.






“My friend in school was reading Bathroom Readers, so then I bought a couple. Now my mom says I’m threatening her with my intelligence.”


—Chase O.





Thank You!
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The Bathroom Readers’ Institute sincerely thanks the people whose advice and assistance made this book possible.
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Thanks to all the kids who have written to the BRI. Without you, the FOR KIDS ONLY series would never have happened. If you’d like to be part of shaping future books, send us your ideas at:
BRI, P.O. Box 1117, Ashland, Oregon 97520.
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM UNCLE JOHN...
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Since you picked up this book, you could be one of a select group of kids with a condition known as infomania. Infomania makes you crave information. You want to know how hippos brush their teeth, which ants explode on contact, and who would eat chocolate-covered garlic balls?


To find out if you have infomania, answer these easy questions:


       1. Are you, in fact, a kid?       
(Good. This book is FOR KIDS ONLY!)


       2. Do you want to amaze your friends, parents, and teachers with all the cool stuff stuffed in your brain?


       3. Would you like to know if earthquakes are caused by catfish wiggling their tails?


If you answered “yes” to at least two of these questions, the info-nuts at the Bathroom Readers’ Institute salute you! You are now an official Uncle John’s Certified Infomaniac!
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Go with the flow...
—Uncle John
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WEIRD MONGOLIA: With an average of only 4.7 people per square mile, Mongolia is the world’s most sparsely populated country. It is also the only country in the world where horses outnumber people.
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[image: ] DYE, YOU SAXON PUNKS! When the Germanic Saxons invaded Britain 2,500 years ago, they sported colors meant to terrify. They went into battle with hair and beards dyed bright green, orange, red, and blue. They thought that made them look really scary and gave them an edge over their foes. Their scare tactics worked. (Of course, those two-handled battle-axes that could cleave a man in half probably helped.)


[image: ]


 


[image: ]


[image: ]


IN SWITZERLAND, KIDS RECEIVE HOLIDAY EGGS FROM THE EASTER CUCKOO.
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WORLD HISTORY OF BIRTHDAYS



     • The ancient Egyptians were the first people known to celebrate birthdays, starting around 3,000 B.C. But only the queen and male members of the royal family were honored.


     • The ancient Greeks expanded the concept a little. They celebrated the birthdays of all adult males, and they kept on celebrating, even after a man had died. Women’s and children’s birthdays were considered too unimportant to observe.


     • The Greeks got the idea of birthday cakes from the Persians. Then they added birthday candles to the party. (The candles symbolized moonlight and may have been used to honor Artemis, goddess of the moon.)


     • In the Middle Ages, German peasants became the first to celebrate the birthdays of everyone in the family. Kinderfestes, children’s birthday parties, were especially important. They were the forerunner to the kid’s parties we have now.
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EGOS ARE US


Dictators often give themselves long flowery titles that—they think—describe their amazing greatness. (All hail Uncle John, Lord of the Porcelain Throne and Grand Master of Flushery!)


     • Idi Amin, President of Uganda (1977–79) had the official title, “His Excellency President for Life, Field Marshal Al Hadji Doctor Idi Amin Dada, VC, DSO, MC, Lord of the Beasts of the Earth and Fishes of the Sea and Conqueror of the British Empire in Africa in General and Uganda in Particular and the Most Ubiquitous of all King of Scotland dictators.”


     • Muammar al-Gaddafi, President of Libya (1969–2011) had the official title, “Brother Leader, Guide of the First of September Great Revolution of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.”


     • Joseph-Désiré Mobutu, President of Zaire (1965–97) had the official title, “The all-powerful warrior who, because of his endurance and inflexible will to win, will go from conquest to conquest, leaving fire in his wake.”


     • Kim Jong-Il, Supreme Leader of North Korea (1994–present) is commonly called “Great Leader” but has many other grand titles:
—“Dear Leader, who is a perfect incarnation of the appearance that a leader should have;”
—“Guiding Star of the 21st Century;”
—“Sun of the Communist Future;”
—“Invincible and Iron-Willed Commander;”
—“Shining star of Paektu Mountain;” and
—“Glorious General, Who Descended from Heaven.”
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Welcome to Sealand
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What if your family owned its own country?
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CROWNED PRINCE


On September 2, 1967, a former British Army major named Paddy Roy Bates moved his family to an abandoned concrete and steel anti-aircraft platform six miles off the coast of England. The British government had built the platform (and several others) in the North Sea to defend its coasts from German invaders during World War II. They built them illegally…in international waters.


Bates declared his family’s new home “the country of Sealand.” He crowned himself H.R.H (His Royal Highness) Prince Roy of Sealand. His wife became Princess Joan and his son, Michael, became Prince Regent. The self-made ruler created postage stamps, passports, and even money—the Sealand dollar. And he gave the new country its own motto: “From the Sea, Freedom.”


BOMBS AWAY


Prince Roy soon discovered that once you start your own country, you risk opposition from real-life governments. The British Royal Navy showed up. First, they dropped explosives on all of the other illegally built platforms. The massive structures blasted hundreds of feet into the air. Then the helicopters that had carried the explosives buzzed Sealand. The navy tug that had carried the demolition crew passed close to Sealand’s platform and the men aboard shouted, “You’re next!”


THE COURT RULES


H.R.H. Roy fired warning shots across the bow of the navy boat and it roared away. Instead of fighting it out with Bates, the British government looked to the courts to evict the family from the platform. A judge ruled that British authorities had no jurisdiction over Sealand because it was outside British territorial waters. Prince Roy ruled his strange little country for 30 years before turning it over to his son and heir.
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VEGGIE BOMBS!


In 2003, an Italian woman was peeling an artichoke when it suddenly gave off a spark. Next, it spurted a little flame. And then…it exploded in a fiery cloud. Police rushed to the scene. They assumed the explodi-choke was the work of an Italian terrorist known to plant bombs in vegetables at Italian supermarkets. Not so. Testing showed no sign of explosives. Apparently it was a naturally-occuring exploding artichoke.






“Never be flippantly rude to elderly strangers in foreign hotels. They always turn out to be the King of Sweden.”—Hector Hugh Munro






GOODBYE SMURFS: Belgium is the birthplace of those cute little blue guys known as Smurfs. In 2005, UNICEF, a children’s rights group, aired an ad on Belgian TV. The ad showed the entire Smurf village being wiped out by warplanes. Only one Smurf survived: a crying baby. The final line read, “Don’t let war affect the lives of children.”


GETTING CLOSER TO JAPAN


On March 11, 2011, a magnitude-8.9 earthquake rocked northern Japan. Two hundred and fifty miles of coast dropped two feet, and a 500-mile-per-hour tsunami (giant wave) rushed onshore. The quake happened where the Pacific and North American tectonic plates meet offshore. The rupture was huge: 290 kilometers (180 miles) long and 80 kilometers across (nearly 50 miles). The result: parts of Japan are now 13 feet closer to the U.S. than before the massive quake. The quake also tilted the Earth’s axis slightly and shortened the day by 1.8 millionths of a second.
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IN 1994, THE JAPANESE METEOROLOGICAL AGENCY ENDED A 7-YEAR STUDY INTO WHETHER OR NOT EARTHQUAKES ARE CAUSED BY CATFISH WIGGLING THEIR TAILS. WHAT THEY FOUND? NO…THEY’RE NOT.
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WORLD’S ODDEST FADS


     • In 16th-century Europe, tooth dyeing was popular among upper-class women. In Italy, red and green were the most popular colors. Russian women favored black.
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     • Queen Elizabeth I (1533–1603) had red hair that started a hair-dyeing fad. Using a mixture of lead, quicklime, and sulfur, women dyed their hair to match the queen’s. High-ranking men dyed theirs auburn, and some male courtiers dyed their beards as well. Loyalty, however, came with side effects: nausea, headaches, nosebleeds, and, thanks to the lead, kidney failure and death.
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     • Believe it or not, the fad of wearing oversized, low-riding pants started in U.S. prisons. In the late 1980s, many prisons banned the wearing of belts. Because standard-issue prison pants were often too big for inmates, they sagged. The style found its way into pop culture through rap music, caught on with teens, and became a multi-billion dollar industry.
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IT’S OFFICIAL: Every state has a motto, but some states have a few odder “official” items. Georgia has an official possum (Pogo, from the comic strip of that name); Maryland has an official exercise (walking); Texas has an official vehicle (the chuck wagon); and Washington has an official rock song (“Louie Louie”).
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[image: ] THE WOLVERINE STATE: Pound for pound, the wolverine is one of the world’s most powerful predators. A full-grown wolverine would only come up to a man’s knees, but these vicious animals can bring down a caribou or drive away an entire wolf pack. Native Americans may have been the first to compare Michigan pioneers to wolverines. To the natives, the settlers’ greed for land was like the wolverine’s bloodthirsty hunt for food. Michigan is proud of the state’s identity as the mighty “Wolverine State.” (By the way, wolverines are weasels. Big weasels—in fact, the biggest—but weasels all the same.)
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TRUTH-QUAKE: For a long time, people have worried that one day earthquake-prone California might fall into the ocean. True? No.


Most earthquakes happen along fault lines, breaks or fractures in the ground where Earth’s tectonic plates move or shift. Geologists estimate as many as 15,000 faults in California. That’s pretty shaky ground. But most of these faults are too small to cause much damage.


Many California quakes happen along the San Andreas Fault. It runs from the Mojave Desert to the San Francisco Peninsula, and the movement is horizontal. This means that Los Angeles and San Francisco are grinding toward each other at about 46 millimeters a year (about the size of two quarters laid side-by-side).


So, someday, your great-great-great-great-great-grandkids might be able to see the Golden Gate Bridge from the Hollywood Hills, but California will never fall into the ocean.






“California is a fine place to live. If you happen to be an orange.”


—Fred Allen
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MEET THE ODD-LAWS


     • In Arizona it’s illegal for a donkey to sleep in a bathtub.


     • It’s against the law to ride a merry-go-round on Sunday in Idaho.


     • Cucumber littering is illegal in New Jersey.


     • Drawing funny faces on window shades is against the law in Montana.


     • In Tennessee it’s illegal to drive a car while sleeping.


     • A dead person cannot serve on a jury in Oregon.


     • In Alaska, it’s illegal to push a live moose out of a moving airplane.


PRESIDENTIAL CROOKS


Even U.S. presidents mess up sometimes. On a visit to France, Thomas Jefferson stuffed rice seeds into his pockets to take home to America. Smuggling was a capital offense in France. If caught, he could have been put to death.


On his way home from a friend’s house, Franklin Pierce ran over an old woman with his carriage. He was arrested, but when the police realized the man in the cuffs was the President, they let him go.


Richard Nixon was arrested while in college because he sneaked into a movie theater without buying a ticket. He got away with it by calling up a judge who had gone to his college.
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IN THE UNITED STATES, DOGS PRODUCE MORE THAN 5,000 TONS OF POO EVERY DAY.
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THE BADLANDS: The Sioux thought the South Dakota territory was “bad” because of its rugged terrain and lack of water. They called it Mako Sica, or “land-bad.”






“In the United States anyone can become President. That’s the problem.”—George Carlin


BALLOONS HO! The most common vehicle used on the Oregon Trail—the route many 19th-century pioneers took from the East to the West Coast—was the prairie schooner, a light, covered wagon. But they also used everything from wheelbarrows to handcarts to wind-powered wagons to make the trip. One inventor even tried to fly settlers to Oregon. In 1849, a man named Rufus Porter advertised that he could use balloons to carry people over the mountains. About 200 people signed up for the trip, but Porter ran out of money before he could make even one flight.


THE BEDBUG STATE: New York City has hundreds of thousands of apartments packed tightly together. Between 2009–2011 the city had a fullblown bedbug epidemic. One out of every five New Yorkers had bedbugs in their homes.


Bedbugs are tiny—only a few millimeters long—and they’re thin as a business card. It’s easy for them to slip through cracks from one building to another. They come out at night and they feed…on human blood.


New York City bedbugs are 250 times more resistant to standard pesticides than Florida bedbugs. They can live for weeks without water and months without food. And being rich or famous offers no protection. Former President Bill Clinton’s Harlem office had them. So did the Empire State Building, the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, and the Metropolitan Opera House.


 


[image: ]


[image: ]


CENTERVILLE, OHIO, IS OFTEN CALLED “THE GEOGRAPHIC CENTER OF THE UNITED STATES.” BUT IT’S NOT—THE REAL GEOGRAPHIC CENTER IS A HOG FARM NEAR LEBANON, KANSAS.
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5O ODD STATES






State capitals, birds, flowers…forget about ’em! This list offers one weird or embarrassing fact about every state in the U.S.


ALABAMA: Holds an annual casket race


ALASKA: Has the most heliports


ARIZONA: Famous for the London Bridge (shipped stone-by-stone from London and reconstructed in Lake Havasu City)


ARKANSAS: Holds the record for the most E. coli infections spread by petting zoos


CALIFORNIA: Most air pollution and roller coasters


COLORADO: Home of the Great Christmas Fruitcake Toss


CONNECTICUT: Most visits to the dentist


DELAWARE: Winnie-the-Pooh lived in the Thousand Acre Wood; this state has a Thousand Acre Marsh


FLORIDA: Installed the first bank ATM especially for roller bladers


GEORGIA: Known for having corrupt judges and politicians


HAWAII: World’s wettest place (Mount Waialeale)


IDAHO: Has the words “Famous Potatoes” on car license plates


ILLINOIS: Popcorn is the “official state food”


INDIANA: Makes the most elevators


IOWA: Has more residents over age 85


KANSAS: Largest population of prairie chickens (wild grouse)


KENTUCKY: Has the only waterfall in the world with a regular “moonbow”


LOUISIANA: Tallest State Capitol (34 floors)


MAINE: Illegal to catch lobster with bare hands


MARYLAND: Most movie bootlegging


MASSACHUSETTS: Official state children’s book, Make Way for Ducklings


MICHIGAN: Highest navy bean production


MINNESOTA: Most tornadoes
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MISSISSIPPI: Most obesity


MISSOURI: Home of the most powerful earthquake in U.S. history


MONTANA: Elk, deer, and antelope outnumber humans


NEBRASKA: Birthplace of the Reuben sandwich


NEVADA: Gold mining


NEW HAMPSHIRE: Skin cancer for women


NEW JERSEY: Most millionaires


NEW MEXICO: Most children who drink alcohol


NEW YORK: Longest daily commutes


NORTH CAROLINA: Most kinds of salamanders


NORTH DAKOTA: Lowest rate of seat belt use


OHIO: Has more library visits than other states


OKLAHOMA: Because of the state’s shape on a map, it has been called “the nation’s meat cleaver”


OREGON: Largest homeless population


PENNSYLVANIA: Lots of UFO sightings


RHODE ISLAND: More drive-in movie theaters


SOUTH CAROLINA: Lowest gas prices


SOUTH DAKOTA: Highest rate of Facebook use


TENNESSEE: Turtle Capital of the World, with thousands of sliders, stinkpots, mud, and map turtles


TEXAS: Home of the world’s largest rattlesnake roundup


UTAH: Birthplace of notorious western outlaw, Butch Cassidy


VERMONT: More children read to daily


VIRGINIA: Places on National Historic Register


WASHINGTON: Largest (nonmilitary) fleet of ferries


WEST VIRGINIA: Most heart attacks


WISCONSIN: The Troll Capital of the World


WYOMING: Most injuries from lightning strikes
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Last Stand
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The last battle of the Civil War happened in Texas…a month after the war officially ended.
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On April 9, 1865, Confederate general Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union general Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia. That officially ended the war between the states. Unfortunately, Texas didn’t get the memo.
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