

  

    



    [image: image1]


  




  Gay and Lesbian Parents




  

    [image: image]


  




  
THE CHANGING FACE OF MODERN FAMILIES




  Adoptive Parents




  Blended Families




  Celebrity Families




  Families Living with Mental & Physical Challenges




  First-Generation Immigrant Families




  Foster Families




  Gay and Lesbian Parents




  Grandparents Raising Kids




  Growing Up in Religious Communities




  Kids Growing Up Without a Home




  Multiracial Families




  Single Parents




  Teen Parents




  What Is a Family?




  Gay and Lesbian Parents




  Julianna Fields




  [image: Image]




  Mason Crest Publishers, Inc.




  Copyright © 2010 by Mason Crest Publishers. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher.




  MASON CREST PUBLISHERS INC.


  370 Reed Road


  Broomall, Pennsylvania 19008


  (866)MCP-BOOK (toll free)


  www.masoncrest.com




  First Printing




  9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




  ISBN 978-1-4222-9892-3 (eBook)


  ISBN 978-1-4222-1495-4 (hardcover)


  ISBN 978-1-4222-1490-9 (series)


  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


  Fields, Julianna.




  Produced by Harding House Publishing Service, Inc. www.hardinghousepages.com


  Interior Design by MK Bassett-Harvey.


  Cover design by Asya Blue www.asyablue.com.


  Printed in The United States of America.




  Photo Credits




  Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike: bobster855 13, Jonathunder 49,


  nerdcoregirl 10, 27, 30; United States White House: Souza, Pete 39




  
Introduction





  The Gallup Poll has become synonymous with accurate statistics on what people really think, how they live, and what they do. Founded in 1935 by statistician Dr. George Gallup, the Gallup Organization continues to provide the world with unbiased research on who we really are.




  From recent Gallup Polls, we can learn a great deal about the modern family. For example, a June 2007 Gallup Poll reported that Americans, on average, believe the ideal number of children for a family to have these days is 2.5. This includes 56 percent of Americans who think it is best to have a small family of one, two, or no children, and 34 percent who think it is ideal to have a larger family of three or more children; nine percent have no opinion. Another recent Gallup Poll found that when Americans were asked, “Do you think homosexual couples should or should not have the legal right to adopt a child,” 49 percent of Americans said they should, and 48 percent said they shouldn’t; 43 percent supported the legalization of gay marriage, while 57 percent did not. Yet another poll found that 34 percent of Americans feel a conflict between the demands of their professional life and their family life; 39 percent still believe that one parent should ideally stay home with the children while the other works.




  Keep in mind that Gallup Polls do not tell us what is right or wrong. They don’t report on what people should think—only on what they do think. And what is clear from Gallup Polls is that while the shape of families is changing in our modern world, the concept of family is still vital to our sense of who we are and how we interact with others. An indication of this is the 2008 Gallup poll that found that three out of four Americans reported that family values are important, while one in three said they are “extremely” important.




  And how do Americans define “family values”? According to the same poll, here’s what Americans say is their definition of a family: a strong unit where faith and morals, education and integrity play important roles within the structure of a committed relationship.




  The books in the series demonstrate that strong family units come in all shapes and sizes. Those differences, however, do not change the faith, integrity, and commitment of the families who tell their stories within these books.
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    Terms to Understand




    controversial: causing debates, arguments, and strong differences in opinion.




    conservatives: people who are more likely to support traditional values and viewpoints and oppose change.




    liberals: people who are more likely to support progress, reform, and a maximum of individual freedoms.




    alternative: following non-traditional or unconventional methods or ideas; existing outside of the established ways of doing things.




    peer group: a group of people, generally of the same age and social status who associate with each other and influence each other’s ideas and behaviors.




    sexual orientation: a person’s sexual preference for those of the same, opposite, or both genders.




    irrelevant: making no difference or having no connection to a subject or issue under discussion.




    intentional: done on purpose; planned.




    surrogacy: when a woman becomes pregnant on behalf of a couple who is unable or unwilling to become pregnant themselves, either though in vitro fertilization, using a donated egg and sperm, or through artificial insemination, using her own egg and donated sperm.




    stigma: shame or disgrace; something that harms a person’s reputation.




    discrimination: when a person is treated differently because of some category to which that person belongs, rather than being judged as an individual.




    prejudice: opinions or ideas about a person, group, or thing, formed before knowing much about him, her, or it.


  




  Thirty years ago in the United States about a half a million gay and lesbian parents were raising children. Today, those numbers have risen. About 10 million children are being raised in a gay or lesbian household.




  So how are these kids doing?




  Controversy




  Homosexual partnerships are a controversial topic in twenty-first–century America, one that divides political parties and creates strong feelings, both for and against. It’s no wonder, then, that homosexual families would come under close investigation.




  Conservatives believe that the children growing up in families led by homosexual parents are more apt to struggle with a variety of issues, including self-esteem, sexual identity, economic stability, and mental health. Dr. James Dobson, founder of the conservative Christian group Focus on the Family, said in Time magazine in December 2008 that “the majority of more than 30 years of social-science evidence indicates that children do best on every measure of well-being when raised by their married mother and father.” Newspaper columnist Leonard Pitts agreed, saying that “a growing body of research that tells us the child raised without his or her biological father is significantly more likely to live in poverty, do poorly in school, drop out altogether, become a teen parent, exhibit behavioral problems, smoke, drink, use drugs or wind up in jail.”




  Meanwhile, liberals insist that children are not harmed in these alternative families, and that in fact, there are advantages to having a gay or lesbian parent. “These kids tend to be more tolerant,” said one teacher who has had in her class children from same-sex families. “They’re kinder to the other kids. They’re more respectful to adults and to each other.”




  And what does the research say? Most studies have found that outcomes for children of gay and lesbian parents are no better—and no worse!—than for other children, whether the measures involve peer group relationships, self-esteem, behavioral difficulties, academic achievement, or warmth and quality of family relationships. In 67 studies presented by the American Psychological Association, children in homosexual-parent families turned out the same, for better or for worse, as children in heterosexual families. These studies found that the sexual orientation of a parent is irrelevant to the development of a child’s mental health and the quality of a parent-child relationship.
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