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Introduction

Do you ever stop and think: “Everyone is just so awesome”?

Me neither.

In fact, if you’re like me, you’re constantly amazed at how un-awesome people can be. I’m talking about all people, myself included. The girl I asked out via an eight-page letter back in college can vouch for that. (I swear it seemed like a good idea at the time.)

Of course, it’s not as if the grown man riding a skateboard down the sidewalk or the coworker reeking of tuna yet offering unsolicited fashion advice are the only ones reminding us something in this great experiment called “life” has gone terribly awry.

There are famous people, who by definition have to be at least a little crazy.

There are businesses that make us wish we could go back to an economy based on barter.

And there are cats.

Now unlike my better judgment, the obnoxious prove hard to ignore. That’s why I decided to fall back on the best weapon I have: irony. It’s less sad when you don’t think about it too hard.

Not just any kind of irony would do. No, if I planned on getting way too emotionally invested in things of little to no consequence, I wanted to do it big, taking a ubiquitous word typically reserved for exclamations of joy and turning it on its pretty little head. And so I asked, gazing off into nowhere:

“You know who’s awesome?”

I’ll let you know when I run out of answers.


The author of Grieving for Dummies. “At a loss for words? Give the gift that says ‘I’m so sorry you’re too stupid to appreciate your loss.’”

Restaurant claiming something on its menu is “famous.” First clue you might be lying: I walked here from a Days Inn.

Cadillac stopping traffic to wait for a parking spot. Have these people honking gone mad? It’s not your fault the mall didn’t build a wider aisle.

Wine snobs. 10 bucks says you’d pick the box of Franzia in a blind taste test.
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Wearers of camouflage-themed sports gear. Afraid things are going to get a little dicey between the couch and the bathroom?

Grooms who don’t get it. Piece of advice: Find that sweet spot between “He’s not helping,” and “He’s insisting we get married at Buffalo Wild Wings.”

The Big 10 and the Big 12. Counting your teams is harder than it looks.

People who wait in line for 10 minutes at McDonald’s only to agonize over their order when they get to the front of the line. How many times have you been here? It’s not like you’re choosing between the prime rib and the tilapia in the lemon butter. Pick your McNuggets or your Big Mac and get on with your life.
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People who don’t lock single-toilet public restrooms. This is one gamble where we all lose.
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Priest working from an iPad. “Even in our grief, we can see that . . . Sr. Sue just became mayor of the parish on Foursquare? Well that sucks.”

Frank Sinatra. What kind of shit were you getting into if you didn’t think you’d get a “kick” out of cocaine?

DJ Hero DJ who thinks he’s now qualified to DJ for real. I’m under no such delusion. Though I do come correct on the 1s and 2s. Trust, son.
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Friends of the middle urinal. “Splash zone” shouldn’t be used anywhere but a Gallagher show, which means it shouldn’t be used anywhere.

Hosts of webinars. An hour of learning nothing has never felt so vaguely informative.

The screenwriter of Air Bud. This dog likes to play basketball with a little kid? Please. Now if it were baseball with Matt LeBlanc, I might buy it.

Awkward award show presenters. Even Joe Biden just got uncomfortable.

Women wearing overly furry boots. Looking like you assaulted a Yeti? Yeah, that’s not hot.
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Strangers who volunteer how much their stuff cost. $400 for those jeans? Wow. You wouldn’t think they’d make you look so trashy.

U2 fans talking about Bono like he’s Jesus. We get it—he’s a great dude. But that’s all he is: a dude. In some douchey glasses.
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People who get up as soon as the plane comes to a complete stop. What makes this so efficient is that only 99 percent of the flight thinks to do it.

Guy getting hit in the head by a closing parking gate. Can’t we all just be thankful I didn’t suffer a concussion?

GEICO. If our intelligence relative to Neanderthals ever goes on trial, we better pray that sitcom about the caveman is ruled inadmissible.
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