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INTRODUCTION


Toys are designed to be both entertaining and educational. A child’s imagination of what it will be like to grow up in the real world is shaped by toys. To own a toy car or to play with a doll or stuffed dog can lead to one day owning the real thing. Many toys present exciting and dangerous aspects of the real world in a safe, play environment—i.e., toys like railroad trains, steam rollers, trucks, cars, fire engines, toy guns, stoves, and even electric irons.


Toys are a wonderful barometer of historical change and popular culture. From the charming cast iron “Hillclimbers” and piggy banks made in Ohio at the turn of the 19th century to the sheet metal toys made in Detroit and Moline from scrap steel in the early days of the automobile industry to the rubber toys of failing tire manufacturer Auburn to the printed tin Marx “nickel and dime” toys from the years of the Great Depression to the wooden toys made during the material-starved 1940s to the cowboy guns and western gear of the affluent 1950s, and movie- and TV-influenced character toys of the 1960s and 70s, every toy reflects the times and tastes of the era it originates from.
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We have carefully selected toys that have particular associations with the traditional countryside and landscape of America. Toys based on country characters like Howdy Doody, Woody, and the Dukes of Hazzard; trucks, buses, and cars that traverse the great highways and country roads; tractors that plow the fields; a travelling circus bringing entertainment to the small towns; and farm trucks that haul the produce to the big cities—you’ll find all these illuminated in the following pages.











BOATS





THE FERRYGO TWIN


The Ferrygo Twin is a pull-along toy riverboat with twin paddle wheels and four small rollers underneath that allow it to glide over the floor. What remains of the original pull-string fixing can be seen on the prow. The toy is a charming piece made in the late 1920s of pressed tin assembled with lugs.


It has colorful lithographed detailing in the style of manufacturers such as Wolverine, although there are no visible brand markings.
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The intricate graphics include a group of passengers, opulent arched windows, and the patent date, September 27, 1927.
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The beam on the upper deck rocks when the toy is pulled along.











BUSES





BICO BUS


Route 29 to Joyville is the destination of this colorful open-topper made in Germany circa 1920 and marketed in the U.S. as a Bico toy. It is made from tinplate with printed graphics. A selling point of this toy is the conductor who fits in a slot in the upper deck and moves up and down. Sadly he is missing from this well-played-with example, but a few of the tinplate passengers still survive. The wheels are set on a left-hand lock, making the bus move around in circles. It is eight and a half inches long.
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The clockwork motor is mounted here and has a fixed key.









MARX BUS TERMINAL
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The roadway outside the terminal has three Tootsietoy buses waiting to depart.


This toy is evocative of the days when bus terminals across the land gave country people access to the big cities. Marx made this charming tinplate bus station in the 1930s.


Its detailed graphics include the Greyhound logo, phone booths, a restaurant, a clock, and destinations such as Cleveland, Chicago, New York, and St. Louis. It is twelve inches long.









TURNER BUS


This is a large, sturdy toy. The long hood is typical of this era.
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Despite a few surface dents, the pressed-steel auto has withstood ninety years of play.


This Overland Bus is a wonderful example of a large, pressed-steel toy bus of the 1920s. John C. Turner of Dayton, Ohio manufactured it. This realistic toy, twenty-six inches long, would probably have seemed very much like the “real thing” to a young bus operator. The Turner Company made a number of toy vehicles in this style, and their 1931 catalog promises that their toys are “made of heavy auto steel, substantially constructed, beautifully finished in gay, flashy, colored enamels which are baked on.” What more could a discerning child want?











CARS AND JEEPS





AMISH BUGGY AND BELL TOY


This Amish buggy was made in the 1890s. A. C. Williams of Ravenna, Ohio constructed it from cast iron. The detailing on the casting is exceptional, with items such as the driver, steps, lamps, and horse’s tack clearly distinguishable. It is five inches long.
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Cast-iron toys were popular in the latter half of the nineteenth century.
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There are still faint traces of the toy’s original bright blue, red, and brown enamel.


The Bell Toy is a cast-iron horse drawing a chiming gong on wheels; it makes a chiming sound as it is pulled along. The Gong Bell Manufacturing Company of East Hampton, Connecticut made it in the 1870s.









AUBURN RUBBER MOTORCYCLES


Many toy manufacturers started by making products aimed at adults. The Double Fabric Tire Company was founded in 1913 in Auburn, Indiana. Its business was to manufacture tires for the towns eponymous auto company. But as Auburn’s production fell away, the company looked to diversify into other rubber products. By 1935, these included toys. Here are three examples of Auburn Rubber toys from the late 1930s. They are: a standing traffic cop in light blue and five-inch and nine-inch mounted police officers.
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The rubber castings are surprisingly detailed. The large police officer’s face and uniform and the bike’s spoked wheels, engine, and gearbox are all clearly defined.
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The colors, which are made by adding dye to the latex solution, have stood the test of time.


[image: images]









CAST-IRON CARS


In the early years of toy cars, cast iron was the most popular material. Henry H. Dent of Fullerton, Pennsylvania started the Dent Hardware Company in 1898. The company produced miniature horse-drawn farm wagons, carriages, and trains. The Yellow Cab dates from the 1920s. It is seven and a half inches long and the body is cast in two halves.


The black Ford was made by Arcade. Arcade was another cast-iron novelty company and was located in Freeport, Illinois. The car dates from 1923 and doubles as a money bank; dual-purpose novelties were a company speciality. Arcade also made a famous version of the Yellow Cab.
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This cast iron car from 1923 doubles as a money bank.
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The Yellow Cab shows the finer points of Dent’s detailed castings.









DAYTON COUPE
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This toy reflects car styling of the 1920s. It may be based on the Studebaker Light Six.


Skilled immigrants from the European toy manufacturing centers immigrated to Ohio in the nineteenth century. This led to the establishment of a thriving toy industry there, and Dayton in particular became a hub where many toys were made. This coupe from the 1920s shows how pressed-steel toys had improved by this time. It has excellent detailing such as the clearly-defined radiator grill, door panels, hood louvers, beaded edge, running boards, and spoked wheels. The blue enamel paint is original.









DAYTON FRICTION AUTOS


The development of the patented Boyer friction mechanism in Dayton, Ohio led to the town becoming a center of toy manufacture. Dayton’s preeminence began in the final years of the nineteenth century and lasted well into the twentieth century. Boyer friction was a breakthrough in powered toys: pressing the toy along the floor and then releasing it charged the mechanism. The cars shown here are copies of current cars of the early 1900s. They are quite crudely made, constructed with flat sections of steel that were then bent to shape. Cast-iron wheels were then attached with single rod spindles. Although simple, the steel construction of these toys has enabled them to withstand the test of time.
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An interesting feature of this toy is the small, casi-iron figure of the lady driver. She is dressed in formal motoring clothes.









DISTLER SEDAN


Many toys found their way into toy stores across America from long-established toy makers in Europe. Johan Distler of Nuremberg—a picturesque Bavarian city that was a center of the German toy industry in the early twentieth century— manufactured this fine four-door sedan that dates from the 1920s. It is made from pressed steel, but also has advanced features such as a clockwork motor, battery-operated headlights, and an illuminated rear license plate.
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Note the entry for the clockwork key above the left-hand running board. The car has detailed graphics on its wheels and tires.









FORD BRONCO


Toy cars always reflect trends in the real “grown-up” motor industry. Ford launched the Bronco in 1966. It was a small but rugged SUV that brought modern styling to the offroad market—Ford’s answer to the Willys Jeep. Little guys everywhere wanted to own a toy version. The Nylint Company of Rockford, Illinois licensed this version. Nylint produced pressed-steel toys from 1945 onward. In fact, the company specialized in Ford vehicles between 1959 and 1974. They used highly recognizable Ford detailing such as grill badges and embossed tailgates. During these years, Nylint also made models of the company’s new cars as promotional giveaways for Ford dealerships. The Bronco model was one of Nylint’s signature toys.
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This blue Ford Bronco is a real boy’s toy!









GUMBY’S JEEP


Starting as a humble pile of modeling clay in 1953, Gumby went on to have his own television show. His inventor, Art Clokey, introduced him on The Howdy Doody Show in 1956. He had a regular spot on the show until he got his own program, The Gumby Show. During the 1960s, his popularity continued to grow and Lakeside Toys of Minneapolis, Minnesota produced a range of Gumby merchandise. Serious collectors would tell you that these two bendy action figures of Gumby and Pokey (Gumby’s loyal horse) which can be posed with “Gumby’s Jeep,” are totally collectible. Lakeside even produced costumes for the figures to wear. The bright yellow Jeep has chrome bumpers, a steering wheel, a fold-down windshield, and “mud-grip” tires.


While Gumby appears relaxed, Pokey looks a little stressed, with his legs sticking through the windshield!
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The smiling face of a character that has amused millions.









HILLCLIMBER AUTO
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The toy shows more than a trace of its former glory: a bright red and gold enamel finish.


“Hillclimber” is a trademark for toys that can climb a slope using a patented mechanism. This works with a weighted flywheel that can store energy from a “push” to propel the toy auto uphill. The device was invented by Israel Donald Boyer and was patented as the “Locomotive Toy Mechanism.”
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