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  Glossary

  Here is a list of some of the terms we use when explaining how to do each project. Getting to know them will help you speed through all these great designs!

  hook: The hook is the off-white, hook-shaped utensil that is provided in the packaging of your loom. This is used to move rubber bands from their pegs instead of your fingers.

  c-clip: A c-clip, as its name suggests, is a small, clear clip shaped like a “c” that we use to hold rubber bands together. C-clips are often the last step in a project. Some rubber band kits come with s-clips instead; you can use those the same way you use c-clips.

  threading: To thread beads onto your project, wrap a thin piece of wire—such as a stripped twist-tie—around a single band. Add the beads onto the wire from the other end, and then slide them onto the band.
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  Set up your loom square: When all of the columns are evenly set on the loom; no column of pegs is set forward or backward.

  offset: When columns in the loom are not square. For example, when the outside columns are set evenly and the middle column is set one peg closer to you.

  Making a chain or “knitting”: To make a chain for arms or feet, wrap a single band around your hook three or four times so it looks like a knot. Attach a double band to the end of the hook, and slide the knot onto this double band. Move everything back onto the shaft of the hook. Continue this process of adding double bands to the chain until you have the desired length.

  How to “Loop” your project back: When you have finished putting down all of your rubber bands on the loom, there is one more step before you can remove your project from the loom. This step connects your bands to each other instead of just to the loom.
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  To Loop Your Project:

  1.   Start at the peg indicated in the instructions; usually it is the last or second-to-last peg in your project or the peg where you have put a cap band.

  2.   Use your plastic hook tool and slide it into the hollow space in the middle of the peg to grab the top un-looped band on the peg.
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  3.   Then pull the band up and off the peg, pulling it through any cap bands or any looped bands stacked above it.

  4.   Attach the band on your hook to the peg where the other end of the same band is still attached. If there is more than one band, loop all the bands on a peg before you move on to loop the next peg.
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  5.   Pegs are typically looped in the opposite order from how you laid them out on the loom, but be sure to follow any specific instructions for the project you are working on.

  6.   When you have finished looping your project, you should have a few loose loops remaining on the last peg on the loom. You need to secure those loops by tying a band around them or using a c-clip or your project will unravel!


  [image: image]

  Parrot

  This feathered friend is cute and colorful! He’s not too tricky; just pay attention to the color changes!

  
    Difficulty level: Medium

    You need:

    1 loom • 1 hook • red, blue, yellow, black, and white bands

  

  To Make the Legs:

  1.   Lay out your parrot’s legs using single bands that have been wrapped once over themselves so they are tight. You can do this by wrapping a band twice around your hook and stretching it over the pegs. To make the feet, wrap a single yellow band around your hook four times and slide it onto a single yellow band that has been wrapped like the leg bands. Repeat three times for each foot.
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  2.   Turn your loom and loop your legs. Secure the ends with a red band and put aside.
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  To Make the Tail:

  1.   Attach double red bands to the first center pegs, and connect them to the right. Repeat and connect them to the left; then repeat one more time and connect to the center. Lay a line of double bands down each column, switching to blue as shown. You will have a total of two red double bands and three blue double bands lining the outer columns and four red double bands and four blue double bands lining the center column. Wrap a blue cap band around each of the last pegs twice.
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  2.   Wrap a red band around your hook twice and attach it to the first row in a triangle shape. Repeat four more times down the loom.
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  3.   Turn your loom and loop your bands back to where they started. Secure the final loops with double red bands.
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  To Make the Wings:

  1.   Attach a single red band to the first middle peg, and connect it to the right. Lay a line of single bands down the middle and right columns, changing color, as shown. Wrap a red “holding” band around the fourth middle peg three times.
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  2.   Wrap a yellow band around your hook twice, then attach it to the second pegs in the right and center columns. Repeat on the next two rows using blue bands. Wrap a blue cap band around the last peg in each row three times.
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  3.   Turn your loom and loop your wing. Secure the loose loops and set it aside. Repeat to make your second wing.
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  To Make the Whole Body:

  1.   Using red double bands, lay out a hexagon shape onto the loom. Lay down the left side, then the right. Lay out a line of red double bands down the center of the hexagon.
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  2.   Lay a larger hexagon shape onto your loom below the first, using red double bands. For the diagonal bands at the end, take the feet you set aside and untie the double red bands. Place the double bands at the bottom of the hexagon shape. Lay a line of red double bands down the center of the larger hexagon.
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  3.   Place double red bands onto the second and third rows of the larger hexagon in a triangle shape. Take your wings and attach the loose loops to the first outside pegs in the larger hexagon shape, then attach the red “holding” band to the peg just above the feet.
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  4.   To make the eyes, wrap a white band around your hook twice, then wrap a black band around your hook three times. Loop the first white band around your hook two more times. Repeat to make your second eye. Thread the white and black bands onto a single red band.
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