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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the late David Vincent. David has forgotten more statistics, stories, and lore about home runs than I will ever know. Wait—that’s not completely true. David never forgot anything!

Want to know who hit the most home runs on his birthday—or on your birthday?1 David could tell you. Want to know which lefty hit the most home runs at Sicks Stadium?2 David knew.

I have written/cowritten five books of baseball history and trivia. Every time I was unable to find the answer to a home run question such as “Who hit the most home runs on a Thursday?”3 David was able to provide the answer in about three minutes. Not only did David answer my questions, he provided answers to questions that I hadn’t yet asked, e.g., “Who hit the most home runs on a Wednesday?”

One day outside Fenway Park, I had the pleasure of introducing David to my brother Jeffrey—two of the most devout Red Sox fans I know.

How much did David know about the game? He had a full-time job, but he made time to be the official scorer for the Washington Nationals. In addition to his expertise on home runs, he was an expert on all things umpire-related, ejections, and players batting out of turn.

David was the author of Home Run’s Most Wanted: The Top 10 Book of Monumental Dingers, Prodigious Swingers, and Everything Long-Ball.

David won numerous awards from the Society of American Baseball Research.

David was also a consultant on home run statistics and history to a number of major-league teams. I’m very proud to have called him my friend.

After a brave battle with cancer, David passed away on July 2, 2017. I will miss him greatly.

 

1. I do.

2. Home of the Seattle Pilots, 1969.

3. How would you look that up?


FOREWORD

BY MARTY APPEL

Doug Lyons is right when he says that you think of home runs when you think of the New York Yankees.

The great 1961 Yankees, the team of Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle chasing Babe Ruth’s record and six players topping 20 homers, hit 240 as a team, a major-league record. Much was made of that at the time, along with the accolades paid to Maris himself, who had 61.

But here is a remarkable oddity: The Bronx Bombers then went 46 seasons—almost half a century!—before leading the league again. Not until 2007 did they manage to top that chart. (They tied in 2004.)

The laws of probability cry out on this one. It wasn’t as if they had abandoned their playbook and become a running team. After all, they still packed power. But it just was.

I suspect you had no idea about this improbable stat, largely because little or no attention is given to which team hits the most home runs each year. The fact that the Yankees could go so long without leading the league—and still be thought of as the team of home run hitters, playing in inviting Yankee Stadium—is remarkable.

Also remarkable is the effort Doug has made in compiling these milestone home runs in this volume. Some are memorable, some are forgotten, but they do help to reinforce the belief that the Yankees are where you turn when you want to play some long ball.

The mere roll call of sluggers over the years who have worn that uniform and socked those baseballs bring awe to fans.

Think of this: the franchise has recorded over 15,500 home runs since it began, but 5,842—or nearly 40 percent—have been hit by just their top 20 all-time home run hitters.

Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Yogi Berra, Alex Rodriguez, Bernie Williams, Jorge Posada, Derek Jeter, Graig Nettles, Don Mattingly, Jason Giambi, Mark Teixeira, Dave Winfield, Robinson Cano, Roger Maris, Bill Dickey, Tino Martinez, Paul O’Neill, and Charlie Keller.

Take a bow guys.

(Did we say Derek Jeter? Somehow one seldom thought of him hitting one out when he came to bat, but there he sits at number nine all-time with 260. And, he is second all-time in postseason home runs).

The story begins, of course (after a forgettable first 17 years), with the Mighty Bambino, that Sultan of Swat, the great George Herman “Babe” Ruth.

He joined the Yankees in their 18th season. They shared the Polo Grounds with the New York Giants, and Ruth exploded onto the scene with 54 home runs at a time when the “Dead Ball Era” was probably still in place, if not fading away. After all, led by Ruth, the Yankees hit 115 homers that year. The other seven teams hit just 254, an average of 36 each. So if there was a lively ball in 1920 when Ruth hit his 54, where was everyone else?

(I have my own suspicion: a livelier ball was being ushered in, but cost-conscious owners were not about to discard leftover dead balls. Nothing was discarded in those days. Games were probably played with a mix of both.)

The Polo Grounds was remarkably inviting with very short foul lines. Ruth later said that he preferred hitting there to Yankee Stadium, the very “House That Ruth Built!”

And now, we should indeed talk about Yankee Stadium.

A lot of the events in this book happened when the Yankees played at Hilltop Park, the Polo Grounds, or Shea Stadium—or happened on the road, or were the work of opposing players on the road. But it is hard to talk Yankees or home runs without turning our eyes to the majesty of Yankee Stadium, whose architectural grandeur seemed designed to capture the beauty of the game that is inherent in the home run. It seemed designed to celebrate the drama of a home run blast.

“It was like pitching in the Grand Canyon,” noted Sandy Koufax at the 1963 World Series.

Ruth never hit one into the upper deck at Yankee Stadium. The original stadium had the bleachers running foul pole to foul pole. After the 1926 season, the mezzanine and upper decks were extended into fair territory in left field, but a matching move in right field did not occur until after Ruth left the Yankees in 1934. His homers still had the high arc that was a product of his swing that gave the fans plenty of time to ooh and aah as they followed the trajectory. So even without an inviting upper deck, there was majesty in his home runs. Every fan I spoke to who saw him play would describe it the same way—with the result matching the expectation. He was just a joy to behold, a showman whose stage was grass and dirt.

Of course every fan I spoke to from that era “was there the day Babe homered,” and I used to think that seemed just a little improbable, although I wasn’t about to deny them the sweet memory. But when you think about it, he did hit one just about every three games, so one’s chances of seeing one were awfully good, especially if you were at a doubleheader. And for an opposing team to face the Yankees in a three- or four-game series meant almost for sure that Babe was going to unload at least once.

As this is being written, a Yankees rookie named Aaron Judge has electrified New York by breaking Joe DiMaggio’s franchise rookie record of 29. On this team, when you start picking off brand names like DiMaggio, heads turn. We know not what the future holds for this player; things happen. But for now, he has everyone pairing “Yankees” and “home run” again. Will he become an immortal? Or the latest version of Kevin Maas or Shane Spencer? That’s baseball, folks. That’s why they play the games.

I was in the right field stands when the last game at the “old stadium” was played in 2008. José Molina hit the last home run there (Ruth had hit the first). But in the ninth inning, I remember thinking, Okay guys, last chance—no one has ever hit a fair ball out of this place.

It didn’t happen, and as this is written, no one has accomplished the feat in the new place either. Some standards may have to be in place forever. Or Doug Lyons may have to hurry up with an updated edition.
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PREFACE

As of 2017, there are thirty Major League Baseball teams. But if you ask any fan—serious or casual—which team is most associated with the phrase “home run,” I believe the overwhelming majority would answer, “The New York Yankees.” They don’t call them the “Bronx Bombers” for nothing.

Babe Ruth did not invent the home run, but he popularized it and made it seem less vulgar. A Ruthian blast was a sight to behold. It changed the entire complexion of the game. Sure, a successful bunt is exciting. So is a great catch, a pickoff, a hidden-ball trick, or a stolen base. Exciting, yes. But not electrifying like a 400-foot blast into the upper deck or out of the park entirely by Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantle, Reggie Jackson, Alex Rodriguez, Whitey Ford [!], or Aaron Judge. Even an inside-the-park grand slam by pitcher Mel Stottlemyre evokes this kind of excitement. There is nothing like it.

Here, then, is a month-by-month recounting of historic, important, unusual, or titanic home runs, hit mostly by Yankees. Statistics are accurate through the end of the 2017 baseball season.
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A Note on Photographs

I spent hours at New York City’s massive 42nd Street Library poring over microfilms, trying to find newspaper photographs of the home runs mentioned in this book. Sad to say, newspaper photographs of many of them do not exist.

All photographs in this book are from the wonderful collection of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New York, except where noted.


INTRODUCTION

BY DOUGLAS B. LYONS

One of the things that I love about baseball is how many memorable moments there are in the game. While many of baseball’s memorable moments do not involve who hit a home run, who scored, or who won the game, this book isn’t about those moments.

It’s about home runs—dingers, round-trippers, four-baggers, and mighty clouts—specifically home runs involving the New York Yankees. Most were hit by Yankees, but I have included many that were hit against the Yankees.

Trying to pick the greatest, the most important, most historic, or most memorable Yankees home run is a pointless task. There are too many to choose from. It’s like trying to select your favorite child.

Among those worthy of consideration (in chronological order) are:

• The first Yankees home run, hit by Jeff Sweeney on May 5, 1913.

• Casey Stengel’s inside-the-park home run for the New York Giants on October 10, 1923, in the first World Series game at brand new Yankee Stadium.

• Babe Ruth’s 3 home runs in one World Series game, October 6, 1926.

• Babe Ruth’s 60th home run of the season, September 30, 1927.

• Babe Ruth’s 3 home runs in one World Series game—for the second time—October 9, 1928.

• Lou Gehrig’s 4 home runs in one game, June 3, 1932.

• Babe Ruth’s October 1, 1932, “Called Shot” in Game Three of the World Series.

• Mickey Mantle’s titanic blast off Chuck Stobbs on April 17, 1953—said to be the first tape-measure home run.

• Bill Mazeroski’s homer against the Yankees on October 13, 1960, in the bottom of the ninth inning of Game Seven of the World Series to win the game and the series for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

• October 1, 1961—Roger Maris’s 61st home run of the season.

• Mickey Mantle’s record 18th World Series home run, October 15, 1964.

• Mel Stottlemyre’s inside-the-park grand slam on July 20, 1965.

• Chris Chambliss’s walk-off home run on October 14, 1976, in the bottom of the ninth inning of the deciding Game Five of the American League Championship Series to send the Yankees to the World Series.

• Reggie Jackson’s 3 home runs in Game Six of the World Series, October 18, 1977.

• The “Bucky Dent Home Run” on October 2, 1978, during the Yankees–Red Sox playoff to determine the winner of the American League East.

• George Brett’s “Pine Tar” home run against the Yankees on July 24, 1983.

• Jim Leyritz’s 3-run home run on October 23, 1996, in Game Four of the World Series.

• Jim Leyritz’s home run at Yankee Stadium on October 27, 1999—the last of the twentieth century.

• Derek Jeter’s November 1, 2001, home run in Game Four of the World Series.

• Hideki Matsui’s grand slam in his very first Yankee Stadium game on April 8, 2003.

• Aaron Boone’s walk-off home run in Game Seven of the American League Championship Series on October 16, 2003, to send the Yankees to the World Series.

These and the many other home runs in this book only took an instant to hit, but they provide memories, debates, and discussions that will last a lifetime.


JANUARY


DID YOU KNOW?

The most home runs hit by one team against another in a single season is 48, hit by the 1956 New York Yankees against the Kansas City Athletics.




January 3, 1920

The New York Yankees Purchase Babe
Ruth from the Boston Red Sox

The New York Yankees purchased the contract of George Herman “Babe” Ruth from the Boston Red Sox for $125,000[em dash]an enormous sum at the time, the highest purchase price to that point. While the purchase of Ruth made the Yankees (he led them to seven American League pennants and four World Championships), it broke the heart of Bostonians and all New Englanders. In 1919, his last season in Boston, when he pitched in 17 games, Ruth hit 29 home runs, the most in the majors. In 1920, his first in New York, he smashed 54, again leading both leagues. What followed was “The Curse of the Bambino”: The Boston Red Sox did not win a World Series for 85 years, between 1919 and 2003.

January 3, 1973

George M. Steinbrenner III Buys
the New York Yankees

Tampa, Florida shipbuilder George M. Steinbrenner III—“The Boss”—bought the New York Yankees from CBS. He promised to be a “hands-off”4 owner.

Steinbrenner owned the Yankees for 38 years, 1973–2010—longer than anyone else. During that time, the team hit over 6,500 home runs and led the American League in home runs three times: 2004, 2007, and 2009.

January 5, 1993

Reg-Gie in the Hall of Fame

Reginald Martinez “Reggie” Jackson, “the straw that stirs the drink,” was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame. During his five years (1977–1981) with the New York Yankees, he clobbered 144 home runs and earned the nickname “Mr. October.” Jackson’s career batting average of just .262 is the lowest for any outfielder in Cooperstown.

January 9, 1960

“Home Run Derby”

The first episode of the half-hour black-and-white TV show Home Run Derby, hosted by Mark Scott, was aired. This episode pitted Willie Mays of the San Francisco Giants against Mickey Mantle of the New York Yankees. Mantle won $2,000.5

The show was filmed at Wrigley Field, home of the Los Angeles Angels of the Pacific Coast League.

January 11, 1915

Jacob Ruppert and Tillinghast
L. Huston Buy the Yankees

Bill Devery and Frank Farrell sold the Yankees to Jacob Ruppert and Tillinghast L. Huston for $460,000. The 1914 Yankees hit a total of 12 home runs. Roger Peckinpaugh hit the most (3).

January 12, 1934

Babe Ruth Accepts a Salary Cut
from the New York Yankees

In 1933, when he hit 34 home runs, New York Yankees slugger Babe Ruth was paid $52,000. But he took a $17,000 salary cut to play in 1934 for only $35,000—still the highest salary in the majors, but Ruth, then thirty-nine, was nearing the end of his career.

January 13, 2005

The North Dakota House of Representatives
Wants Roger Maris in the Hall of Fame

On October 1, 1961, Roger Maris of the New York Yankees hit his 61st home run of the year, breaking Babe Ruth’s record of 60, which had stood since 1927. Although Maris was born in Hibbing, Minnesota, he moved to Fargo, North Dakota, and made it his home. On this date, the North Dakota House of Representatives passed resolution number 3006 calling for Maris’s election to the Baseball Hall of Fame. A copy of the resolution was sent to all members of the Hall’s Veterans Committee.6
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